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PREFACE 



What is now the State of Idaho, at one time was a part of what 
^ * ^ was called the Northwestern Territory. Before commencing to 

write about Idaho proper, in order that the reader might get a 
correct understanding of this Northwestern Territory, it was 
necessary to give a brief description of the discovery, exploration 
and settlement by Americans, settlement of title with other nations 
which laid claim to this territory, the first Proyisional Government, 
Indian troubles, and the organisation of Oregon and Washington 
Territories. 

The endeavor has been to give a statement of the operations of 
the people since Territorial organisation up to statehood in 1890, 
with a brief reference to some of the legislative enactments at each 
session, the times, where held, names of all members, financial con- 
dition of the Territory from time to time, with frequent accounts 
of the progress made by the people in the settlement of the coun- 
try, including the various modes of transportation, mining, farm- 
ing, irrigation, kind of land, area of territory by counties, stock 
raising, Indian wars, building of railroads, schools, churches, etc. 
In fact, most everything of importance connected with Territorial 
days has been at least touched upon. The aim has been to give a 
brief history of the most important events connected with the set- 
tlement and development of the country through Territorial days — 
more than twenty-seven years — ^and at the same time not to have 
the book so voluminous as to be cumbersome to either old people 
or children; and also to give a brief review of the progress made 
by the people of Idaho since statehood up to 1909^ with a brief 
view of the outlook for the future. 

Having made Idaho my home since its organisation up to the 
present time and being familiar with the topography as well as 
the people of the Territory in early days, and having preserved 
copies of some valuable records and taken an active part in the 
early settlement and development of this country, I have been able 
to write mostly from personal knowledge of events. I have at- 
tempted to give the facts as I understand them, without exagger- 
ation. 

Writing for publication is entirely out of my line, and I cer- 



tainly would not have attempted this had it not been, first, for the 
many misstatements published about Idaho in early days, and par- 
ticularly concerning the character and conduct of the good people 
of those days; and second, for the earnest solicitation to do so by 
many friends as well as by my children, and especially by my 
only daughter, Mrs. Leona Hailey Cartee, to whom this work is 
affectionately dedicated. 

THE AUTHOR. 
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CHAPTER I. 

DIBCOTSBY AND DESCRIPTION OF THE NORTHWEffT TERRITORY 

SPAIN AND RUSSIA CEDED THEIR CLAIMS TO 
THE UNITED STATES. 

Before entering upon a description of the early settlement of 
IdahO; we think it due to those who may read this that we should 
at least give a brief sketch of the discovery of this Northwestern 
part of the United States^ indnding the settlement of title to all 
of the land west of the summit of the Bocky Mountains to the 
Pacific Ocean^ and as far south from the 49th parallel to the 
42nd parallel^ to the northern boundary of California. It will 
be remembered that the territory included in the above description 
was all called^ firsts the Northwestern^ and later^ Oregon Terri- 
tory^ and was all included in the Organic Act of Congress creating 
and organizing a territorial government called Oregon. It must 
also be borne in mind that the Territory of Oregon^ as first organ- 
ized^ included at that time all of what is now the States of Oregon^ 
Washington^ Idaho^ and a considerable portion of what are now 
the States of Montana and Wyoming. 

DISCOVERT. 

As early as 1789^ we find Captains Robert Gray and John Ken- 
dricks^ commanders of American sailing vessels^ were sailing along 
the coast of the Puget Sound country^ (the coast of what is now a 
part of Washington State) and trading some with the Indians 
for furs of wild animals. In 1792 Captain Robert Gray discov- 
ered the mouth of the Columbia River^ and sailed several miles 
up the river in his ship "Columbia." 

We take the following from an article published in the Idaho 
World at Idaho City^ Idaho^ June dOth^ 1866^ which seems to have 
been taken from some correspondent of a paper in Oregon called 
The Bulletin. This article seems to give some additional facts in 
reference to the discovery of land and the great Columbia River^ 
which we think are substantially correct. The article is as fol- 
lows: 

"The other day in rummaging over the archives of the State^ I 
found a silver medal of the size and appearance of a Mexican 
dollar^ struck and bearing the date of 1792> in the town of Boston 
in the Province of Massachusetts. I can only describe it as it ap- 
pears to the unlearned eye. On one side is the inscription^ 'Colum- 
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bia and Washington commanded by J. Kendrick/ and inside the 
circle made by the legend, are, 'Vessels under sail in Blivo/ On 
the obverse side are the words: 'Fitted at Boston, North America, 
for the Pacific Ocean by J. Barrel, S. Brown, C. Bullfish, J. Darby, 
C. Hatch, J. M. Pentard, 1787/ This medal was presented to the 
State of Oregon in I860 by J. Qnin Thornton, and I condense its 
story from his memorial accompanying it. In the year 1787, a 
company of merchants of Boston, consisting of the persons named 
on the obverse side of the medal, fitted out the ships Colmnbia and 
Washington for trade and exploration on the northwest coast of 
North America. The first named vessel was under command of 
Captain Kendrick, and the latter, under command of Captain Gray. 
On the 80th day of November of the same year, both vessels sailed 
from Boston with letters from the Confederate government of the 
thirteen United Colonies and passports from that of the Bay State. 
Both vessels arrived at Nootka Sound in September, 1788, and 
spent the Winter in trading with the natives for furs. In the 
Spring of 1789^ Captain Gray sailed for Canton and thence to 
Boston, where he arrived in the Autumn of 1790. In the Spring 
of 179s, Captain Gray returned to the northwest coast in the Co- 
lumbia, accompanied by the brig Hope, Captain Joseph Ingraham. 
While sailing southward. Captain Gray discovered an opening in 
latitude 46^ I6' and from which a current flowed with sufficient force 
to prevent him from entering, although he spent nine days in at- 
tempting to do so. In April, 1792, Captain Gray hailed the Brit- 
ish ship Discovery and informed her commander, Captain Van- 
couver, of his discovery of the mouth of a river which he was unable 
to enter. On the 11th of May, 1792| Captain Gray, feeling con- 
fident that the current came from the mouth of a river, renewed 
his efforts to enter into this river and with some difficulty succeeded. 
He sailed up the river to a place now called Tongue Point, where 
he cast anchor and remained until the 20th of the month, trading 
with the natives. Upon leaving the river. Captain Gray exercised 
the prerogative of a discoverer and named the river after the first 
keel that ever rested upon its waters, the good ship "Columbia." 
The land on the north side of the entrance, like a true Bostonian, 
he called 'Cape Hancock,' and that on the south, 'Point Adams.' 
The name of the river and the south land we still retain, but the 
north land has the unpleasant appellation of Cape Disappointment, 
given it by Mears in 1788. Mears concluded that no river flowed 
into what he thought to be only a bay, and named the opening De- 
ception Bay, and the head land. Cape Disappointment. Upon the 
final return of the expedition to Boston, a few silver medals were 
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struck to commemorate the discovery of the mouth of the Columbia 
River. One of these medals was deposited in the State Depart- 
ment at Washington and is now in the Congressional Library. One 
was retained by Captain Gray. It is believed that these two are 
the only ones that are now in existence. Captain Gray having 
ended his voyage and passed away^ his widow became the possessor 
of his medal. After keeping it for several years, she gave it to Hall 
J. Kelly in trust, that he would make some appropriate use of it. 
In 1848 Mr. Thornton, being in Washington, D. C, as a sort of 
envoy from the Governor of the provisional government of Oregon, 
received this medal from Mr. Kelly with a like injunction. Mr. 
Thornton brought it to Oregon and retained it in his possession until 
I860, when he presented it to the State of Oregon. 

"So, after three-quarters of a century. Captain Gray's medal has 
found an appropriate resting place among the archives of a State 
near the banks of the river named Columbia by Captain Gray, the 
first white man that discovered this great river." 

In the year 1808, Thomas Jefferson, then President of the 
United States, had learned something of the supposed value of this 
great Northwestern country. Believing it would be a most valuable 
acquisition to the United States, he conceived the idea of sending an 
exploring expedition up the Missouri River and across the moun- 
tains to the Pacific coast. In order to do this, it was necessary 
for him to call on Congress for a small appropriation in order to 
equip his men, who were mostly soldiers taken from the United 
States army. Owing to some unavoidable delay, the exploring 
party, consisting of Captains Meriwether Lewis and William Clark 
with about thirty-three men, did not start from St. Louis up the 
Missouri River until May, 1804. The following letter from Presi- 
dent Jefferson it seems well to place in this history as showing the 
wonderful forethought of Jefferson: 

"To Meriwether Lewis, Captain of the First Regiment of Infantry 
of the United States of America: 

"Your situation as secretary of the President of the United States 
has made you acquainted with the objects of my confidential mes- 
sage of January 18, 1808, to the legislature; you have seen the act 
they passed, which, though expressed in general terms, was meant 
to sanction those objects, and you are appointed to carry them into 
execution. 

"Instruments for ascertaining, by celestial observations, the ge- 
ography of the country through which you will pass, have been 
already provided. Light articles for barter and presents among the 
Indians, arms for your attendants, say for from ten to twelve men. 
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boats, tents, and other traveling apparatus, with ammnnition, med- 
icine, surgical instruments, and provisions, you will have prepared, 
with such aids as the Secretary of War can yield in his department ; 
and from him also you will receive authority to engage among our 
troops, by voluntary agreement, the number of attendants above 
mentioned ; over whom you, as their commanding officer, are invested 
with all the powers the laws give in such a case. 

"As your movements, while within the limits of the United States, 
will be better directed by occasional communications, adapted to 
circumstances as they arise, they will not be noticed here. What 
follows is with respect to your psoceedings after your departure 
from the United States. 

"Your mission has been communicated to the ministers here 
from France, Spain, and Great Britain, and through them to their 
governments; and such assurances given them, as to its objects, as 
we trust will satisfy them. The country of Louisiana having been 
ceded by Spain to France, the passport you have from the Minister 
of France, the representative of the present sovereign of the coun- 
try, will be a protection with all its subjects; and that from the 
Minister of England will entitle you to the friendly aid of any 
traders of that allegiance with whom you may happen to meet. 

"The object of your mission is to explore the Missouri River, 
and such principal streams of it as, by its course and communication 
with the waters of the Pacific Ocean, whether the Columbia, Oregon, 
Colorado, or any other river, may offer the most direct and prac- 
ticable water communication across the continent, for the purposes 
of commerce. 

"Beginning at the mouth of the Missouri, you wHl take observa- 
tions of latitude and longitude, at all remarkable points on the 
river, and especially at the mouths of rivers, at rapids, at islands, 
and other places and objects distinguished by such natural marks 
and characters, of a durable kind, as that they may with certainty 
be recognised hereafter. The courses of the river between these 
points of observation may be supplied by the compass, the log^line, 
and by time, corrected by the observations themselves. The varia- 
tions of the needle, too, in different places, should be noticed. 

"The interesting points of the portage between the heads of the 
Missouri, and of the waters offering the best communication with 
the Pacific Ocean, should also be fixed by observation; and the 
course of that water to the ocean, in the same manner as that of 
the Missouri. 

"Your observations are to be taken with great pains and accu- 
racy; to be entered distinctly and intelligibly for others as well 
as yourself, to comprehend all the elements necessary, with the aid 
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of the usual tables^ to fix the latitude and longitude of the places 
at which thej were taken^ and are to be rendered to the War Office^ 
for the purpose of having the calculations made concurrently bj 
proper persons within the United States. Several copies of these^ 
as well as of jour other notes^ should be made at leisure times^ and 
put into the care of the most trustworthy of your attendants to 
guards by multiplying them^ against the accidental losses to which 
they will be exposed. A further guard would be^ that one of these 
copies be on the cuticular membranes of the paper-birch^ as less 
liable to injury from damp than common paper. 

"The commerce which may be carried on with the people inhab- 
iting the line you will pursue renders a knowledge of those people 
important. You will therefore endeavor to make yourself ac- 
quainted^ as far as a diligent pursuit of your journey shall admits 
with the names of the nations and their numbers : 

'The extent and limits of their possessions; 

'Their relations with other tribes or nations; 

'Their language^ traditions^ monuments; 

'Their ordinary occupation in agriculture^ fishings huntings war, 
arts, and the implements of these; 

Their food, clothing, and domestic accommodations; 

The diseases prevalent among them, and the remedies they use; 

'Moral and physical circumstances which distinguish them from 
the tribes we know; 

'Peculiarities in their laws, customs and dispositions; 

'The articles of commerce they may need or furnish, and to what 
extent. 

"And, considering the interest which every nation has in ex- 
tending and strengthening the authority of reason and justice 
among the people around them, it will be useful to acquire what 
knowledge you can of the state of morality, religion, and informa- 
tion among them; as it may better enable those who may endeavor 
to civilise and instruct them to adapt their measures to the exist- 
ing notions and practices of those on whom they are to operate. 

"Other objects worthy of notice will be: 

"The soil and face of the country, its growth and vegetable pro- 
ductions, especially those not of the United States; 

"The animals of the country generally, and especially those not 
known in the United States; 

"The remains and accounts of any which may be deemed rare or 
extinct; 

"The mineral productions of every kind, but more particularly 
metals, lime-stones, pit-coal, saltpetre; salines and mineral waters. 
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noting the temperature of the last, and such drcnmatances as may 
indicate their character; 
'Volcanic appearances; 

'Climate^ as characterised by the thermometer, by the propor- 
tion of rainy, dondy, and dear days; by lightning, hail, snow, ice; 
by the access and recess of frost; by tiie winds prevailing at dif- 
ferent seasons; the dates at which particular plants put forth, or 
lose their flower or leaf; times of appearance of particular birds, 
reptiles or insects. 

"Although your route will be along the channel of the Missouri, 
yet you will endeavor to inform yourself, by inquiry, of the char- 
acter and extent of the country watered by its branches, and es- 
pecially on its southern side. The North River, or Rio Bravo, 
which runs into the Gulf of Mexico, and the North River, or Rio 
Colorado, which runs into the Gulf of California, are understood 
to be the principal streams heading opposite to the waters of the 
Missouri, and running southwardly. Whether the dividing grounds 
between the Missouri and them are mountains or flat lands, what 
are their distance from the Missouri, the character of the interme- 
diate country, and the people inhabiting it, are worthy of particu- 
lar inquiry. The northern waters of the Missouri are less to be 
inquired after, because they have been ascertained to a considerable 
degree, and are still in a course of ascertainment by EngUsh traders 
and travellers; but if you can learn anything certain of the most 
northern sources of the Mississippi, and of its position relatively to 
the Lake of the Woods, it will be interesting to us. Some account, 
too, of the path of the Canadian traders from the Mississippi at 
the mouth of the Ouisconsing to where it strikes the Missouri, and 
of the soil and rivers in its course, is desirable. 

"In all your intercourse with the natives, treat them in the most 
friendly and conciliatory manner which their own conduct will ad- 
mit; allay all jealousies as to the object of your journey; satisfy 
them of its innocence; make them acquainted with the position, ex- 
tent, character, peaceable and commercial dispositions of the United 
States; of our wish to be ndghborly, friendly and useful to them, 
and of our dispositions to a commercial intercourse with them; con- 
fer with them on the points most convenient as mutual emporiums, 
and the articles of most desirable interchange for them and us. If 
a few of thdr influential chiefs, within practicable distance, wish 
to visit us, arrange such a visit with them, and furnish them with 
authority to call on our officers on their entering the United States, 
to have them conveyed to this place at the public expense. If any 
of them should wish to have some of their young people brought up 
with us, and taught such arts as may be useful to them, we will re- 
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oeive^ instruct^ and take care of them. Such a mission, whether of 
influential chiefs, or of yonng people, would give some secoritj to 
jcfui own party. Carry with yon some matter of the Idne-pox; 
inform those of them with whom yon may be of its efficacy as a 
preservative from the small-pox, and instruct and encourage them 
in the use of it. This may be especially done wherever yon winter. 

"As it is impossible for us to foresee in what manner you will be 
received by those peqple, whether with hospitality or hostility, so 
is it impossible to prescribe the exact degree of perseverance with 
which you are to pursue your journey. We value too much the lives 
of dtisens to offer them to probable destruction. Your numbers 
will be sufficient to secure you against the unauthorised opposition 
of individuals, or of small parties; but if a superior force, author- 
ised or unauthorised, by a nation, should be arrayed against your 
further passage, and inflexibly determined to arrest it, you must 
decline its further pursuit and return. In the loss of yourselves, 
we should lose also the information you will have acquired. By 
returning safely with that, you may enable us to renew this essay 
with better calculated means. To your own discretion, therefore, 
must be left the degree of danger you may risk, and the point at 
which you should decline, only aajing, we wish you to err on the 
side of your safety and to bring back your party safe, even if it be 
with less information. 

"As far up the Missouri as the white settlements extend, an in- 
tercourse will probably be found to exist between them and the 
Spanish posts of St. Louis opposite Cahokia, or St. Genevieve op- 
posite Kaskaskia. From still further up the river, the traders may 
furnish a conveyance for letters. Beyond that you may perhaps 
be able to engage Indians to bring letters for the government to 
Cahokia, or Kaskaskia, on promising that they shall there receive 
such special compensation as you shall have stipulated with them. 
Avail yourself of these means to communicate with us, at seasonable 
intervals, a copy of your journal, notes and observations of every 
kind, putting into cipher whatever might do injury if betrayed. 

"Should you reach the Paciflc Ocean, inform yourself of the cir- 
cumstances which may decide whether the furs of those parts may 
not be collected as advantageously at the head of the Missouri (con- 
venient as is supposed to the waters of the Colorado and Oregon or 
Columbia) as at Nootka Sound, or any other point of that coast, 
and that trade be consequently conducted through the Missouri 
and United States more beneficially than by the circumnavigation 
now practiced. 

"On your arrival on that coast, endeavor to learn if there be 
any port within your reach frequented by the sea vessels of any 
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nation^ and to send two of your tmaty people back by sea^ in such 
way as shall appear practicable^ with a copy of your notes; and 
should you be of the opinion that the return of your party by the 
way they went will be imminently dangerous, then ship the whole, 
and return by sea, by the way either of Cape Horn or the Cape of 
Good Hope, as you shall be able. As you will be ¥dthout money, 
clothes or provisions, you must endeavor to use the credit of the 
United States to obtain them; for which purpose open letters of 
credit will be furnished you, authorizing you to draw on the exec- 
utive of the United States, or any of its officers, in any part of the 
world, on which draughts can be disposed of, and to apply with our 
recommendations to the consuls, agents, merchants, or citisens of 
any nation with which we have intercourse, assuring them, in our 
name, that any aids they may furnish yon shall be honourably re- 
paid, and on demand. Our consuls, Thomas Hewes, at Batavia in 
Java, William Buchanan, in the Isles of France and Bourbon, and 
John Elmalie, at the Cape of Good Hope, will be able to supply 
you necessities, by draughts on us. 

"Should you find it safe to return by the way you go, after send- 
ing two of your party round by sea, or with your whole party, if 
no conveyance by sea can be found, do so; making such observa- 
tions on your return as may serve to supply, correct, or confirm 
those made on your outward journey. 

"On re-entering the United States and reaching a place of safety, 
discharge any of your attendants who may desire and deserve it, 
procuring for them immediate payment of all arrears of pay and 
clothing which may have accrued since their departure, and as- 
sure them that they shall be recommended to the liberality of the 
legislature for the grant of a soldier's portion of land each, as 
proposed in my message to Congress, and repair yourself, with your 
papers, to the seat of government. 

"To provide, on the accident of your death, against anarchy, dis- 
persion and the consequent danger to your party, and total failure 
of the enterprise, you are hereby authorised, by any instrument 
signed and in your own hand, to name the person among them who 
shall succeed to the command on your decease, and by like instru- 
ments to change the nomination from time to time, as further ex- 
perience of the characters accompanying you shall point out su- 
perior fitness; and all the powers and authorities given to yourself 
are, in the event of your death, transferred to, and vested in the 
successor so named, with further power to him and his successors, 
in like manner to name each his successor, who, on the death of his 
predecessor, shall be invested with all the powers and authorities 
given to yourself. 



DISCOVERY AND DESCRIPTION 9 

"Given under my hand^ at the city of Washington^ this twentieth 
day of Jnne^ 1808. 

(Signed) "THOMAS JEFFERSON, 

"President of the United States of America." 

(Before this expedition started, France had ceded the Louisiana 
Purchase to the United States. — Writer.) 

It is not our purpose to give any detailed descriptions of this 
great exploring trip, as it has already been published in detail from 
a daily diary kept by Captains Lewis and Clark while on this mem- 
orable trip through a country inhabited only by uncivilised Indians 
and wild animals. 

This trip consumed about two and one-half years' time. The 
first Winter they stopped on the Missouri River; the second they 
spent on the banks of the Columbia near where it empties into the 
Pacific. They returned the following Spring. Suffice it to say, 
we consider this one of the most hazardous and yet the best man- 
aged expeditions that was ever made in the United States, and all 
credit is due to the cool, brave and intelligent management of Cap- 
tains Lewis and Clark. It was a complete success in every essential 
particular, and secured to the people of the United States such a 
knowledge of this Northwestern Territory that they were induced 
to undertake the settlement and reclaiming of it from the savages 
and from the claims of Great Britain and Spain. 

It has been said by some that when President Jefferson sent his 
confidential message to Congress January, 1808, asking for an ap- 
propriation of twenty-five hundred dollars to fit out the Lewis and 
Clark expedition. Congress refused the appropriation upon the 
ground that the country was worthless. This is an error. Congress 
doubled the amount asked for and gave him five thousand dollars to 
fit out the expedition. (See page 496, Jefferson Cyclopedia, edited 
by John P. Foley, 1900. This we consider correct.) 

The next thing of importance done by Americans in the North- 
west, was the establishment of a trading and supply post in 1811 on 
the Columbia, at the point where now stands the town of Astoria. 
This post was established by a detachment of the American Fur Com- 
pany, of which John Jacob Astor of New York was the head, but 
before this time, many of the French Canadians and some of the 
British had commenced trapping and trading with the Indians along 
the coast and up the Columbia and Willamette Rivers, and also in 
the interior of the country. 

The coming of the American Fur Company created a sharp com- 
petition in the trade for furs with the Indians, the first traders hav- 
ing the advantage in knowing the country, the ways and customs of 
the Indians, and some of these men had also taken Indian wives. 
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Altogether, the advantges were decidedly in favor of the British 
company. This competition caused a large cat in the price of goods 
sold to Indians, and, correspondingly, a large increase in the price 
paid for skins and furs, all combining to make it an unprofitable 
business for the American Fur Company. This, coupled with the 
unfriendly treatment they received from the traders and the Indians, 
caused the Americans to return from the Pacific coast in 1814. 

In the meantime, the question as to whom this western territory 
belonged, began to be agitated. The British claimed it; Spain had 
some claim, and Russia and also the Americans. At last it became 
necessary for the home governments to come to some definite under- 
standing as to the rights of the people. The matter was taken up 
by the British government and by the United States, and a treaty 
ratified October SO, 1818, whereby it was agreed that the territory 
should be occupied jointly by the subjects of Great Britain and the 
citizens of the United States for ten years from that date. (See 
Article 8, page S99^ Revised Treaties United Stotes.) In 1819^ 
Spain ceded all of her right to this Northwestern Territory, north 
of the 42nd parallel, to the United States. (See Revised Treaties 
U. S., p. 712, February 22, 1819.) In 1824, Russia ceded all of 
her right to the United States, south of the 54' 40'' parallel (see p. 
664, Revised Treaties, April 5, 1824,) leaving only the United 
States and Great Britain contending for this great Northwestern 
Territory. On May 15, 1828, the treaty of agreement for joint oc- 
cupation of this territory between the United States and Great 
Britain was renewed, and was extended indefinitely, subject to be 
annulled by either of the contracting parties after giving the other 
twelve months' notice. (See p. 811, Revised Treaties United States, 
Articles 1, 2, 8 and 4.) 



CHAPTER II. 

HUDSON BAT COMPAKT AND ORGANIZATION OF THl PBOYIIIONAL OOY- 

■RNMXNT IN OBXOON. 

About the year 1821, what is familiarly known as the Hudson 
Bay Company, was organised — ^a British corporation with plenty of 
money, whose object doubtless was to absorb and monopolize all of 
the trade with the Indians in the Northwest Territory, from the 
Rocky Mountains to the Pacific coast. Soon after this organisation 
was effected. Dr. John McLonghlin was placed at the head of the 
company as general manager. He was a very brave, good and far- 
seeing, shrewd business man, and while always kind and generous to 
needy American emigrants, he never lost sight of the main object of 
his company, which was to hold all the Indian trade and discourage 
emigrants from settling in Oregon. Dr. McLoughlin built and 
established his headquarters at what is now known as Vancouver on 
the north bank of the Columbia River, now in the State of Washing- 
ton. This place was soon stocked with all necessary supplies and 
plenty of such goods as were needed for Indian trade. 

Very soon after this, the Hudson Bay Company had control of 
all the Indian trade throughout the Northwestern Territory. The 
employees, consisting of English, French, Canadians and Indians, 
traversed the country in different sections from the Rocky Moun- 
tains to the Pacific coast, with the object in view of controlling the 
entire fur trade which was very large and remunerative. So com- 
plete was this organization in all its details, that any and all Amer- 
icans who ventured to take part in this fur trade, were soon com- 
pelled to quit. The competition was too great for them. But this 
did not deter the Americans from making their way across the 
plains, as it was then called, with their ox teams and bringing their 
families to settle and make homes in the far northwest. 

Captain Bonneville of the U. S. A., was given leave of absence to 
explore the Northwest in 188S, and with about ninety men, he 
crossed the plains and came as far west as the Columbia River. 
Later, others came to stay. Many who came between the years 1886 
and 1848, received valuable assistance in the way of provisions and 
seed from the kind-hearted and generous Dr. McLoughlin, who 
could not bear to see emigrant families suffer. However, things 
generally were in a very unsatisfactory condition, especially for the 
Americans. 

Governor McLoughlin, as he was sometimes called, seems to have 
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had some rules or regolatiozis by which he gorerzied his men and 
employees^ inclnding the Indians^ but the Americans had neither 
laws^ rules nor regulations of any kind to restrain them from doing 
violence to themselves and others. They seemed^ however^ to have 
been a good and orderly set of people; still there was a great deal 
of dissatisfaction^ especially in regard to the Hudson Bay Company^ 
which acted as if they owned the whole country^ while the Americans 
considered the country as belonging to the United States and that 
they had the best right; and last^ but not leasts it was claimed by 
the native Indians who had occupied the country long before the 
advent of the white man. 

Our United States government had not by action of Congress or 
in any other way made an effort to settle the title of ownership of 
this northwestern country^ between the United States and Great 
Britain^ excepting the agreement of joint occupancy made in 1828. 
Neither had our government furnished any protection or passed 
any laws to organise a government for the people who had braved 
so many hardships in coming to this western country and reclaimed 
the uncultivated land. These brave pioneers had sent petitions to 
the President and to Cong^ress asking for protection and organisation 
of the territory^ but for some unknown reason^ they received no re- 
sponse. Surrounded as they were by British subjects^ half-breeds 
and French Canadians^ they were necessarily compelled to organise^ 
for self -protection^ an American Provisional Grovemment. 

On May SOth^ lS4i8, the Americans met at a place near where 
Salem now stands^ Shampoig^ and organised their provisional gov- 
ernment. This government consisted of an executive board of three 
men^ a judge^ a sheriff and a legislature. Oregon City was desig- 
nated as the temporary capital. At the first session of the legisla- 
ture, held in Oregon City, in a rough board carpenter shop, some 
wholesome laws were enacted. In this legislature there chanced to 
be a man from Iowa who had brought a copy of the laws of Iowa 
with him. The legislature passed an act adopting all the laws in 
that statute that might be applicable or suitable to their provisional 
government. 

This government gave general satisfaction and continued until 
1846, when it was decided to abolish the executive committee of three 
and elect a Governor. Hon. George Abemathy was elected Gover- 
nor and a better selection could not have been made, for he was a 
brave, intelligent, far-seeing, honorable man. The officers and 
members of the legislature were honorable, intelligent, brave men, 
willing to give their best service free, for the good of their country 
and the protection of the lives and property of the citisens of the 
far west. 



OREGON'S PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT IS 

Sitting in this crude carpenter shop^ these noble pioneers inauga- 
rated and put into operation the same kind of a government that our 
forefathers did in the time of the Revolutionary war. Though on 
a smaller scale^ yet they laid the foundation well^ and we now have 
from their noble work the grand and prosperous States of Oregon, 
Washington, Idaho, and a part of Montana and Wyoming. 



CHAPTER III. 

CAPTAIN WTBTH, RBYBRBND WHITMAN AND OTHKR MMBIONARUS^ 

AGENT WHITB AND INDIANS. 

In the fall of 1882, Captain Nathaniel Wyeth with ten men ar- 
rived at Fort Vanoouyer, having come overland from Boston with 
the intention of establishing trading posts in the Northwest. A 
company in Boston was to send a ship loaded with necessary supplies 
to meet them at Vanconver. Long and anxionsly Captain Wyeth 
and his men waited for the ship that never came. At last in the 
Spring of 1883, Captain Wyeth concluded the ship had been lost at 
sea and with some of his men, retomed overland to the east. 

During his stay at Vancouver, Dr. McLonghlin treated him very 
cordially but never encouraged him to remain or asked him to try 
and g^t people from the east to emigprate to the west. On the con- 
trary, the good Doctor always discouraged such emigration. Cap- 
tain Wyeth, however, realised the possibilities of the West and in 
1 884 returned overland and a ship was sent loaded with supplies and 
merchandise for trading, including a few live goats, sheep and 
chickens. A number of men were with Captain Wyeth on this trip. 
Among them were the Rev. Jason Lee, Cyrus Shepherd and T. L. 
Edwards. These three men came to do missionary work and were 
the first missionaries to come to Oregon. 

Captain Wyeth selected a site for his headquarters on an island 
called Wapato near the junction of the Willamette River with the 
Columbia. Here he built his fort and headq[aarters and also located 
different points for trading and trapping. One of the places he se- 
lected for a trading post was the site of old Fort Hall on Snake 
River, now in Idaho. He built a trading post at this place in 1884. 
But wherever Captain Wyeth undertook to build up a trade with the 
Indians, the Hudson Bay Company would soon open an opposition 
trading post near by and reduce the selling price of goods and in- 
crease the price paid to the Indians for their furs and skins. The 
Hudson Bay Company's men consisted principally of English, 
French, Canadians and Indians ; men who were well acquainted with 
the country and with the various tribes of Indians. All of these 
things, combined with the loss of many men, some by deserting and 
others being killed, tended to work against Captain Wyeth and at 
the end of two years, he was forced to sell to the Hudson Bay Com- 
pany for what they would give him, and return to the East. 

During this time, the Rev. Jason Lee and the other missionaries 
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had been busy establishing a missionary post in the Willamette Val- 
ley at a place called Shampoeg. They succeeded very well and did 
not haye any serions trouble with the Indians. 

In the year 1886^ the Rev. Spalding and wife and Bey. Dr. Mar- 
ens Whitman and wife^ with a few others, crossed the plains. They 
also came with the intention of establishing missionary posts. On 
reaching Wallnla where the Hudson Bay Company had a station, 
they were met by Superintendent Panbrum who gave them a kindly 
greeting and treated them right royally. After a short rest from 
their long and dangerous trip. Superintendent Panbrum furnished 
transportation for them in a small boat down the Columbia Biver to 
Vancouver, to Dr. McLoughlin's headquarters. The Doctor having 
been advised of their coming, met them with outstretched hands and 
treated them in a very hospitable manner. 

Mrs. Whitman and Mrs. Spalding were the first white women 
who ever came from the Eastern States overland to Oregon. 

Dr. McLoughlin, knowing that these missionaries had come 
to educate and civilise the Indians and that they would not inter- 
fere with the interests of the Hudson Bay Company, was delighted 
to see them. He treated them very kindly. After a few days' rest 
and advising with the Doctor, they began to look for the best loca- 
tion for missionary posts. They had been advised to go into the 
WaUa Walla country, as there were more Indians there and they 
were also a more intelligent class and could be civilised more 
readily than those farther west. Dr. McLoughlin assisted them in 
outfitting for the trip and insisted upon their wives staying with 
his family during their absence. 

After examining the country up the Columbia and the Snake, 
they concluded to locate and build missionary posts, one to be built 
about twenty-five miles east of old Fort Wallula and about six 
miles west of where Walla Walla now stands. This was to be the 
head station of the Presbyterian mission in Oregon. This is now 
usually called the old Whitman mission. Another site was selected 
about twelve miles above where Lewiston now stands. This mission 
was on the Clearwater and was called Lapwai. Mr. Spalding and 
his wife were to be stationed at this point. These two missions 
were about one hundred and twenty miles apart. 

After having located these missions, the missionaries returned 
to Vancouver to procure tools and supplies to build the stations. 
The Doctor and his family had been very kind to their wives dur- 
ing their absence and assisted them in every way in securing sup- 
plies and a suitable outfit for their new homed. 

The missionaries with their families reached their new homes 
without serious mishap and began the work of building. For the 
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first year everything seemed prosperous. The Indians were pleased 
to have the opportunity to learn something of the white man's re- 
ligion and were especially pleased to have their children educated. 

The Reverend Doctors Whitman and Spalding brought their 
wagons through to Walla Walla Valley. These were the first emi- 
grant wagons that were ever brought west of Green River. Now 
in Wyoming they opened up a road for wagons from Gteen River 
to Walla Walla Valley, a distance of seven hundred and fifty 
miles, which included the cutting of the timber out across the Blue 
Mountains for at least twenty miles in order to get their wagons 
across the mountain. For this and for many other things these good 
men did, their memory should be reverenced by us all. 

We must not overlook the fact that during this time the Meth- 
odist missionaries, the Rev. Jason Lee and his associates, had not 
been idle. They had established their main mission at Shampoeg, 
and branch missions at The Dalles and other points. Dr. Whit- 
man's post was near the lands claimed and owned by the Cayuse 
Indians, a larg^ tribe numbering several thousand. In addition to 
these, there were several small bands of the Umatilla and Yakima 
Indians who roamed over that part of the country. The Rev. 
Spalding's station was located in the most central part of the Nes 
Perce Indian settlement. The Nez Perce Indians were the most 
intelligent Indians on the Pacific coast and numbered several thou- 
sand. They had possession of all the country that is now Latah, 
Nez Perce and Idaho Counties in Idaho, and in Oregon, the Grand 
Ronde and Wallowa Valleys. In 1888, Dr. Whitman established 
another branch station on a branch of the Spokane River in what 
is now Washington State, about forty miles from Old Fort Colville, 
a Hudson Bay fort. The Reverends Elkland, Walker and Gush- 
ing Eells were placed in charge. This part of the country was 
occupied by the Spokane Indians. 

Still another branch station was established in 1889 about fifty 
miles northeast of Lapwai, called Eamia. This branch was for the 
benefit of the Nez Perces and was placed in charge of A. B. Smith. 
The wives of these missionaries were with them and assisted in 
teaching the Indians. There were also a few other Americans at 
each of these stations. 

All of these missions received assistance from the missionary 
board in the east. Necessary supplies were shipped to them to 
Vancouver and from there taken to the respective stations by canoes 
and pack animals. 

In the year 1888, the Reverend Fathers F. M. Blanchet and Mo- 
diste Demers came into the Walla Walla country from Canada 
and stopped a few days with some French Canadians who were lo- 
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cated a few miles from the Whitman mission. The Reverend 
Fathers met many of the Indians during their brief visit and a 
great nnmber accepted the Catholic faith. The Fathers also se- 
lected a site for a mission to be bnilt in the near future. 

Soon after this the Indians who frequented the Whitman mis- 
sion began to show signs of discontent and complaints were made 
that Dr. Whitman had not paid them anything for their land. They 
began obstructing his irrigating ditches^ turning their horses in 
his fields and annoying him in many ways. I am inclined to think 
that most of the trouble with the Indians at this time was caused 
by the inability of Dr. Whitman and Rev. Samuel Parker to keep 
a promise made to the Nes Perce and Flathead Indians in 1835. At 
that time the missionaries talked over the matter of establishing 
missions in Oregon with the Indians and promised they would pay 
for all the land taken by Americans. The Indians had communi- 
cated this promise to all the other Indian tribes. No blame^ how- 
ever^ could be attached to the course the missionaries pursued^ for 
this reason: Our American Congress had failed to make any pro- 
vision for extinguishing the title of the Indians to any part of the 
land or to furnish any assistance or protection to missionaries or 
to any other person in this northwestern country. Hence a great 
deal of friction was caused. 

Things continued in this unsatisfactory condition until 1842, 
when Dr. White came to Oregon with other emigrants. The Doc- 
tor held some kind of a commission from the U. S. government as 
an Indian Agent. He was expected to treat and keep peace with 
the Indians^ but he had no troops for protection and neither money 
nor goods to satisfy the Indians. In the meantime^ Dr. Whitman 
had received orders from the head mission in Boston to abandon his 
missionary post. After talking the matter over with Dr. White^ he 
concluded that by going east he might induce the government to 
render some needed assistance in the way of furnishing troops for 
protection and means to pay the Indians for their claims to the 
land. He also believed the home mission in Boston would be willing 
to pay for at least a part of the land. So he lost no time in pre- 
paring for the trip overland. William Geiger was placed in charge 
of the mission and Mrs. Whitman also remained at the mission. 

It seems almost impossible to imagine how Dr. Whitman could 
leave his wife at that dangerous place and undertake such a long, 
hard trip. But Dr. Whitman was a brave, good man and believed 
it his duty to go and plead for the white settlers of the west. 

On October drd, 1842, accompanied by A. L. Lovejoy, an Amer- 
ican, and two or three half-breed guides, he started on his long 
journey. They crossed the Blue Mountains via old Fort Hall and 



k 



18 THE HISTORY OF IDAHO 

Fort Benton to Santa Fe. At Santa Fe Love joy and the guides 
stopped and Whitman joined a trading company going to St. Louis. 
He arrived at St. Louis in March^ 1843^ and hurried on to Washing- 
ton. There he found that he was not alone in his desire to help the 
western settlers. Petitions had been pouring in to Congpress from 
lowa^ Missouri^ Illinois and other States^ insisting upon the United 
States taking the necessary steps to occupy Oregon. When Dr. 
Whitman learned what influence had been brought to bear on Con- 
gress, and without success^ he began for the first time to realise how 
hopeless it was for him to plead for aid for Oregon. 

His mission in Washington resulting in a failure^ he turned to the 
home mission in Boston. From there he received the discouraging 
answer: "If you cannot protect yourself and make your missionary 
post self-sustaining, abandon it." This was certainly cold comfort 
and enough to discourage any man. But Dr. Whitman with his in- 
domitable will, determined not to give up. He went to his old home 
in New York and from the sale of a small amount of property which 
he had left there when he first went West, managed to get enough 
money to buy an outfit for himself and a nephew to return to 
Oregon. They started out alone with saddle and pack horses. At 
the Platte River they overtook some emigrants and traveled with 
them to his mission near where Walla Walla now stands. 

In the meantime, all had not been serene at the mission. The 
Indians had made a raid on the mission and burned the grist mill 
and some other buildings. Mrs. Whitman, Mr. Geiger and the 
other occupants of the mission had made their escape under cover 
of the night through the bushes to the Hudson Bay fort at Wallula 
on the Columbia River. The Hudson Bay Company took them in 
and later furnished them transportation to the Methodist mission 
at The Dalles, where Mrs. Whitman remained until her husband re- 
turned the following year. 

About the time Uiis raid was made, the Nez Perce Indians at 
Lapwai showed hostile demonstrations towards Rev. Spalding and 
his wife. Indian Agent White, hearing of this trouble, called to- 
gether some of the influential citizens who were well known to the 
Indians. Several of these men belonged to the Hudson Bay Com- 
pany. These men went to the Whitman mission first, but the In- 
dians would not talk with them. They then proceeded to the Lapwai 
mission, and after several days council with the head chiefs, suc- 
ceeded in getting them to agree to keep peace with the whites. 

Agent White is certainly entitled to g^reat credit for his manage- 
ment of this affair, and all the men with him well deserve our praise. 
It is a well-known fact that on such occasions the Indians expect 
presents and a promise of more in the future. Agent White did 
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not have the means to make contribations. However, it seems he 
had in some way managed to secure about fifty garden hoes and 
some medicine, and these he left to be distributed among the In- 
dians after making the peace treaty. These presents were to be 
given by Mr. Spalding to the Indians who would work. This 
pleased the Indians very much. 

After the treaty they had a feast and smoked the pipe of peace. 
The ag^nt and his men then returned to the Whitman mission and 
after much talk, the Cayuse Indians finally gave their pledge to 
keep peace with the Americans. 

On the return of the agent to The Dalles, he found there had 
been some disturbance at this agency with the Indians. After a 
four days' conference with these Indians, he finally persuaded them 
to agree to keep peace with the Americans. Other disturbances be- 
tween the Indians and the missionaries at Astoria were settled by 
Agent White. 

It is wonderful how Agent White succeeded in quieting these dis- 
turbances when we consider he was not provided with either money 
or protection to enforce his will. He seems to have been a man of 
wonderful resources and equal to every emergency. 

About the first of October, 1848, Dr. Whitman arrived at the 
Whitman mission. The only encouragement he had received for 
his long, hard trip was the large number of emigrants who had 
come to Oregon that year. At least eight or nine hundred people 
had come to the far western country. Of these about two hundred 
and sixty-five were men. The majority of these emigrants would 
rest for a while at the Whitman mission and then move on to the 
Willamette Valley. The Doctor failed to induce any of them to 
settle at his mission. He remained, however, at his post of duty in 
spite of the danger from hostile Indians and many other difficulties. 
Rev. Spalding also still worked faithfully at his mission in Lapwai. 

As we intended to give only a brief history of Oregon, we will 
now pass rapidly on. 



CHAPTER IV. 

8BTTLBMKNT OF THS BOUNDART UNB BBTWBBN THB UNITBD ITATB8 

AND ORBAT BBITAIN-— CATUIB WAB — ^MUBDBB OF DB. WHITlfAN 

MBBK's TBIP to WASHINGTON CONOBBU PAUBS ACT OBOANIZINO 

ORBOON TBRBITORT J08BPH LANB APPOINTBD OOYBRNOB — JO- 
SEPH MBBK APPOINTBD U. S. MABSHAL ^ABBITAL AT OBBOON CITT. 

Early in the year 1846> a treaty was made between Great Britain 
and the United States. This treaty gave to the United States all 
land south and west of the Rocky Mountains to the Pacific coasts 
between the 42nd and the 49th parallels^ except the holdings of the 
Hudson Bay Company and the holdings of the Puget Sound Agri- 
cultural Company^ with an agreement that the United States might 
purchase these holdings in the future if they desired. This treaty 
was concluded at Washington^ D. C.^ June 15, 1846> was ratified by 
the Senate June 18^ 1846> approved by the President June 19> 1846, 
and proclaimed August 5, 1846. (See Revised Statutes of the United 
States, pages 820, 821 and 822, Articles I, II, III and IV.) 

July 1, 1868, a treaty of agreement was made by the United 
States with Great Britain to purchase the Hudson Bay Company's 
and the Puget Sound Agricultural Company's land holdings, at a 
valuation to be fixed by the commissioners. This, however, was not 
done until September 10, 1868. (See pages 846, 847 and 848, Re- 
vised Treaties of the United States.) The value of the Hudson Bay 
Company's property was fixed at four hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars gold coin, and the holdings of the Pug^t Sound Agricultu- 
ral Company's at two Hundred thousand dollars. One-half of these 
amounts was to be paid in one year, and the remainder to be paid 
in two years from the date of the award. So it was some time be- 
fore all British claims were extinguished in the Northwestern Ter- 
ritory. The old Hudson Bay fort at Vancouver was, however, oc- 
cupied by the United States several years before this final adjust- 
ment was made. 

We must now turn our attention to the emigpration to Oregon and 
the troubles with the Indians there. 

Emigrants still continued to come overland to Oregon in consid- 
erable numbers. No disturbance of any great importance occurred 
until the fall of 1847. That year many of the emigrants who came 
had the measles. The Indians contracted this disease and many of 
them died, owing to their custom of taking cold water baths while 
having a high fever. In vain Dr. Whitman remonstrated with them 
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and tried to relieve them with proper remedies^ but they would not 
heed his advice. The cold water baths were continued^ resulting in 
the death of many of the Indians. The good Doctor and his wife 
were unceasing in their efforts to assist the sick Indians. There 
were also at this time about sixty emigrants at the mission who ex- 
pected to spend the winter there. This also seemed to arouse the 
ang^r of the Indians^ and they began accusing the Doctor and his 
wife of bringing people there to take their land and of poisoning 
the Indians so that the white men could have the land. 

On the afternoon of the 29ih of November^ 1847> while Doctor 
and Mrs. Whitman were attending the sick in their home, and sev- 
eral of the white men stopping there were dressing a beef which 
they had killed, a number of Cayuse warriors came upon them and 
perpetrated one of the most fearful massacres of innocent, defence- 
less people. They killed Dr. Whitman and his wife and eleven of 
the men and boys. Two young girls who were sick upstairs were 
left uncared for until they died, making a total of fifteen innocent 
people murdered. About thirteen people escaped by running to the 
brush and hiding. They gradually made their way to the Hudson 
Bay Company's fort at Wallula, where they were kindly treated. A 
few of those who escaped, made their way to the Lapwai mission. 
The remainder of the people at the Whitman mission, about thirty- 
four in number, mostly women and girls, were taken prisoners and 
treated in a most heartless manner. 

While this cruel work was going on at the Whitman agency. Dr. 
Spalding of the Lapwai agency was down the Umatilla River on 
some business and did not hear of the massacre until the next day. 
He managed to elude the Cajruse Indians by leaving his horse and 
taking to the brush, hiding in the daytime and traveling at night. 
Without food, sore-footed and worn, he finally reached Snake River, 
near where Lewiston now stands. Here he met a few friendly Nes 
Peroe Indians who set him across the river. These Indians told him 
that his wife and children had been removed from the mission but 
they could not or would not tell him where. So he went on, not 
knowing where to find them. Finally he was overtaken by two 
friendly Nes Perce squaws on horseback, who told him that his 
wife and children had been taken to William Craig's place several 
miles away and were safe. Mr. Spalding was nearly worn out, 
starved and foot-sore, having had to throw away his old boots. One 
of the squaws, seeing his pitiable condition, allowed him to ride be- 
hind her and took him safely to his wife and children. 

Mr. Craig, who had protected Mrs. Spalding and her children, 
was a good and intelligent white man who had come into the Nes 
Perce country some years before. His wife was a half-breed woman. 
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The IndiaziB seem to have liked Mr. Craig and "ids wife and 
wanted him to settle among them. He and his wife were yerj 
kind to Mr. Spalding and family and took care of them until at 
last the Indians consented to their leaving the ranch and retoming 
to the white settlement. 

As soon as the news of the Whitman massacre reached Fort Van- 
couver, James Douglas, who was then in command (Dr. McLough- 
lin having resigned some time before), sent a special messenger to 
Governor Abemathy at Oregon City informing him of the mas- 
sacre and also that Peter Skean Ogden, second in conunand of the 
Hudson Bay Company, would leave Fort Vancouver as soon as pos- 
sible with a small party of men for the scene of the massacre. The 
legislature of the Provisional (rovemment was called in session im- 
mediately and Governor Abemathy stated to them what had oc- 
curred. The government was without money and no place to bor- 
row. There were no United States troops, no organised militia and 
but few men who could be spared from the other settlements, for all 
had to constantly guard their homes lest the Indians should come 
upon them at any time. They had neither arms nor ammunition, 
excepting what the emigrants had brought across the plains, and 
yet in spite of all these adverse conditions, the legislature with the 
assistance of the women of Oregon did devise ways and means to 
equip a company and start them out the second day after receiv- 
ing the news of the massacre. And later they sent other volunteers 
to the scene of the trouble. But before the volunteers could reach 
the mission with their slow mode of transportation, Mr. Ogden with 
his small party from Vancouver had arrived, held a council with the 
Indians and succeeded in having them surrender to him all of the 
captive women and children taken at the Whitman station. He also 
persuaded the Nez Perce Indians to bring the Rev. Spalding, his 
wife and children and other captives they held, down to old Fort 
Wallula where they were met by Captain Ogden with his party and 
all the captives from the Whitman mission. 

Captain Ogden was a man of great ability and undaunted cour- 
age. In negotiating with the Indians for the release of the cap- 
tives and in order to save their lives and have them released as 
soon as possible, he gave to the Cayuse Indians, for the release of 
all their white prisoners, about fifty blankets, fifty shirts, some 
handkerchiefs, a quantity of tobacco and a few guns and ammuni- 
tion. A smaller amount was given to the Nez Perce Indians for the 
release of the prisoners taken at the Lapwai mission. It should be 
stated that Captain Ogden in negotiating for the ransom of these 
prisoners, did not promise the Indians that the Americans would not 
make war on them for the atrocities they had committed. The Whit- 
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man mission captives were snnendered to Captain Ogden December 
£9, 18479 having been in captivity one month. 

Having arrived at Fort Wallnla^ Captain Ogden had boats pre- 
pared and started out with the captives^ about fifty-seven in all. He 
landed them safely at Oregon City and left them in care of Gover- 
nor Abemathy^ who^ with the assistance of the good people of Ore- 
gon^ cared and provided for them. James Douglas and Captain 
Ogden certainly deserve the everlasting gpratitude of the American 
people for the wisdom and bravery they displayed in rescuing these 
captives from the Indians. 

The volunteers proceeded into the country occupied by the Cay- 
use Indians and had a few running fights with them, killing a few 
and capturing some of their horses. 

Believing that the actual murderers at the Whitman massacre 
had gone to the mountains and not being prepared to follow such a 
long distance^ it was decided after a short campaign to leave a por- 
tion of the volunteers at the Whitman station permanently or until 
the United States government should furnish protection, and the re- 
mainder of the company returned to Oregon City, where they dis- 
banded. 

In the meantime, preparations were being made to send Joseph 
L. Meek to Washington to try and persuade the President and Con- 
gress to do something for Oregon in the way of organising a ter- 
ritorial government and giving them some protection. 

Joseph Meek started on this long journey March 4, 1848. He 
was accompanied by eight men who desired to return to the East. 
His route was across the Blue Mountains via old Fort Boise, Fort 
Hall, Bear River Station, Fort Bridger, Fort Laramie, the Platte 
and Ash Hollow. Each of these stations was occupied by trapping 
traders. Fortunately Mr. Meek had been a trapper some years be- 
fore, so found friends at each station who were glad to have him 
and his companions rest for a few days with them and furnished 
them with fresh horses and supplies. Mr. Meek and lus companions 
were compelled to leave their horses at Bear River and make snow 
shoes of willows to cross the Rocky Mountains, carrying with them 
only their guns and blankets. For food they secured what they 
could in the snowy country with their guns and at this time of the 
year, game was very scarce. Two of the men stopped at old Fort 
Boise and two more at Bear River, reducing his party to five. 

On the 4th of May, Meek and his party arrived at the Missouri 
River where he met a party of emigrants bound for Oregon. At 
this place Meek separated from his companions and went on to 
Washington alone. He arrived there about the 25th of May, 1848. 

He at once called upon President Polk and delivered the official 
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docaments he carried^ from Ooyemor Abemathj and f nmi the Ore- 
gon legislature. He explained in detail the ritoation of the people 
in the Northwest and all about the eoontry. President Polk not only 
listened to all Mr. Meek had to say about the country^ but treated 
him in a royal manner^ having him make his home at the White 
House while in Washington. 

It is said that Jo Meek was a cousin to the President's wife and 
this assisted him in his talk with the President. But one thing is 
certain^ Jo Meek was one of the most noble of men^ brave^ strongs 
honest, untiring, kind-hearted and possessed of a great amount of 
natural ability. 

Meek's arrival had the effect of arousing the authorities at Wash- 
ington and on the 29ih of May, 1848, President Polk sent a special 
message to both branches of Congress, uring them to pass an act 
creating a government for Oregon and provide protection for the 
people. On August 14, 1848, the act was passed, commonly called 
the Organic act of Congress, creating and organising the Territory 
of Oregon, which territory included all west of the Rocky Moun- 
tains to the Pacific Ocean, and north to the 49th parallel, and south 
to the 42nd parallel, or to the California line. Gfeneral Joseph Lane, 
who had served in the Mexican war, was appointed Governor for 
Oregon, and Joseph L. Meek was appointed United States MarshaL 
They started soon after for Oregon, overland, with a small escort of 
United States troops. They took die route via California, and had 
a hard trip. Some of their escort were killed by Indians and some 
deserted. They arrived at San Francisco in February, 1849, and 
took a steamer for Oregon, arriving at Oregon City March 2nd, 
1849. The people received them with great enthusiasm. Governor 
Abemathy immediately turned over the Provisional Government to 
Governor Lane. 

On the 8rd of March, 1849^ Governor Lane issued his proclama- 
tion declaring the territory organiied and under the control and 
laws of the United States. This occurred one day before the dose 
of President Polk's administration. 



CHAPTER V. 

OOYBBNOB LANK AND ORXOON CAPTURB OF THI WHITMAN MUBDIB- 

MBB — TRIAL, CONTICTION AND XXBCUTION. 

General Lane's office as Goyemor of Oregon had connected with 
it the office of Superintendent of Indian Affairs. He deemed it nec- 
essary for the safety of the people of Oregon to have the leaders of 
the Whitman massacre captored and punished. In October^ 1849^ 
five of the leaders were captured and brought to The Dalles. Gover- 
nor Lane immediately went to The Dalles with a small escort and 
brought the Indians to Oregon City where they had a fair trial 
with good counsel^ before a judge and a jury. They were all con- 
victed of murder in the first degree^ upon the testimony of the sur- 
vivors of the Whitman massacre, and were sentenced to be hanged. 
The sentence was carried out in a short time. 

A few months after Ck>vemor Lane's arrival, two companies of 
United States troops were landed at Vancouver. These troops came 
by water; later other troops came by land. The United States sol- 
diers aided by Governor Lane's excellent executive ability, kept the 
Indians at least partly subdued so that the farmers had a little time 
to look after their farms. 

We have already given more space than we intended to the early 
history of Oregon, and must omit many important facts, or an- 
other volume will be necessary for the history of Idaho. 

I met many brave, kind and generous people, both men and 
women, during my residence in Oregon, beginning in 1858 and 
ending in 1862, with an occasional short visit since, and I would 
like to say something good and kind about each and all of them, 
and especially those with whom I was associated during the Indian 
war of 1855 and 1856, but space forbids. I shall ever cherish kind 
thoughts for all of them. 



CHAPTER VI. 

ORGANIZATION OF WASHINGTON, IDAHO, MONTANA AND WYOMING TKR- 

RITORIKS. 

On March S, 1S53, Congpress passed an act known as the Organic 
act^ creating and organizing the Territory of Washington^ giving 
all the territory west of the Rocky Mountains to the Pacific Ocean 
to Washington^ save and except that part which now constitutes the 
State of Oregon. On March S, 1S68, Congress passed the Organic 
act creating and organizing the Territory of Idaho^ taking in all 
that portion of Washington west of the Rocky Mountains save and 
except that portion which now constitutes the present State of Wash* 
ington, and also taking in a large tract east of the Rocky Moun- 
tain rang^. The eastern boundary is described as follows: Be- 
ginning at a point on the 49th parallel of latitude at the 27th degree 
of longitude west of Washington^ thence south along said degree of 
longitude to the northern boundary of Colorado Territory. This 
eastern boundary of Idaho appears to have extended over on the 
east side of the Rocky Mountain range and taken in quite a large 
strip of what was then known as the Louisiana purchase. This made 
Idaho a very large Territory^ but it was not allowed to remain so 
large long. 

On March 17> 1864^ Cong^ress passed an act creating and organiz- 
ing the Territory of Montana. This included all that portion of 
the northeastern portion of Idaho east of the Bitter Root and the 
Rocky Mountain range^ and leaving the line between Idaho and 
Montana to follow along the summit of the Bitter Root Mountains. 
Later^ in 1868, Congress organized the Territory of Wyoming and 
took another portion from the southeastern part of Idaho. Since 
this division, Idaho has been allowed to remain intact, although not 
in a very handsome shape, being three hundred miles wide at the 
south end and less than sixty miles at the north end. Hence our 
designation as the Pan-handle State. Several attempts to still fur- 
ther divide our State were made, but were unsuccessful. 

We have now come to the history of Idaho proper. 



CHAPTER VII. 

EARLY SETTLKR0 — ^INDIAN TRBATIX»— MORMON 8STTLIMXNT0 DI8COT- 

■RY OF GOLD AT FLORBNCI, BOISE BA8IN AND OTHER PLACES. 

The first American settlers in Idaho of which we have any posi- 
tive record were the Reverend Spalding and his family. This pio- 
neer missionary established a Presbyterian mission in the fall of 
1836 on the Clearwater River, about twelve miles above where the 
city of Lewiston now stands. This mission he called Lapwai. 

In the year 1889> Rev. Spalding succeeded in having a small 
printing press brought to this lonely mission from a mission in Hon- 
olulu. This was the first printing press brought to the Northwest 
and was a great assistance to Rev. Spalding for he was thus able 
to print the New Testament and some other books into the Indian 
language. The Rev. Spalding did some excellent work among the 
Indians, but in 1847 was forced to leave his mission on account of 
hostilities owing to some misunderstanding for which Mr. Spalding 
was not at all responsible. He and his wife went to the Willamette 
Valley and made that place their home. 

In 1 849^ the Rev. Spalding taught school in Linn County, Oregon. 
The writer's wife was one of his pupils. At that time she was Miss 
Louisa Griffin, the daughter of Captain B. B. Griffin, who crossed 
the plains in 1848 and in 1852 removed to Jackson County, where I 
met his daughter soon after the close of the Indian war of 1S55-6, 
and we were married August 7th, 1856, and are both here yet. 

The Hudson Bay Company had men trapping in what is now 
Idaho, early in the twenties, and built old Fort Boise in 1885. Cap- 
tain Nathaniel Wyeth built old Fort Hall in 1834. None of these 
were permanent settlers and all left at an early date, except a few 
Canadian Frenchmen who were closely allied to the Indians. 

Mr. William Craig, of whom we have spoken before, settled with- 
in the limits of what is now the Nez Perce Indian Reservation in 
the early forties, and it seems he was the first permanent white set- 
tler in what is now Idaho. 

As early as 1805, when Lewis and Clark made their great ex- 
ploring trip from St. Louis to the Pacific Ocean, they passed 
through the Nez Perce country, met many of the Indians, traded 
with them, found them friendly to the whites, and very intelligent 
people. Lewis and Clark left their saddle and pack horses with 
these Indians while they made their trip to the Columbia, sailing 
down the Clearwater, Snake and on to the Columbia river in canoes. 
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In the following Spring when Lewis and Clark came back, their 
horses and all other equipment were retomed to them in good con- 
dition and the Indians were paid according to agreement. 

These Nex Perce Indians roamed over and claimed the greater 
part of what is now called North Idaho and a portion of what is 
now the northeastern part of Oregon, commonly called the Wallowa 
VaUey. 

Until the year 1855, there had been no serious trouble between 
the Indians and the whites, except the Whitman massacre. There 
had been some individual trouble at various times but all had been 
settled without any great difficulty. In 1855 they began to grow 
restive. Governor Stevens of Washington Territory, who was also 
ez-officio Superintendent of Indian Affairs, went immediately to the 
Nes Perce country and with the assistance of William Craig and a 
few other practical men, called the Indians together and made a 
treaty with them on the 1st of June, 1855. 

This treaty set apart what is known as the Nes Perce Beserva- 
tion for the Indians and in consideration of the Indians ceding to 
the United States the remainder of the land they claimed, the 
United States was to make them certain annual payments in the 
way of annuities, establish an agency and Indian schools, to con- 
tinue for a number of years. At this time the agreement appeared 
to be satisfactory, but there was one branch of this tribe who made 
their home in the Wallowa Valley, headed by a brave and wonder- 
fully sagacious chief named Joseph. This chief claimed that he 
did not sign the treaty, that his home was in the Wallowa Valley 
in Oregon, and he would not consent to leave that place and re- 
move to the reservation selected for him and his people. The 
other Nez Perce tribes kept the treaty in good faith. We will re- 
fer to the trouble with Chief Joseph later. 

The Shoshone and Bannock tribes occupied what is now Che 
southeastern portion of Idaho and the western part of what is now 
Wyoming. These tribes made a treaty with the United States about 
the year 1868. In this agreement General Sherman acted for the 
United States. At this time two reservations were set apart for 
them, one east of the Bocky Mountain range for the Shoshones, 
and one in the Portneuf and Snake Biver country, including the 
present site of Pocatello, for the Bannocks. One clause in this 
treaty stated that they should have a reasonable portion of the Kan- 
sas prairie country and in consideration of their ceding to the United 
States the remainder of the lands claimed by them, the United 
States was to establish an agency, give them quite a large amount 
in annuities, and provide schools for them. The Bannock Indians 
always claimed that they were to have Camas Prairie. This prairie 
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lies on the northwest of Snake Biver about 1S5 miles from the 
nearest point to the Bannock Indian Beserration as laid out and 
snrvejed by the government officials. At a later date^ according to 
the snrvej; the reservation did not cross Snake Biver. 

This prairie is about forty miles long and ten miles wide and 
the Indians^ so far as the white men knew, had been in the habit 
of coming to this prairie every summer to hunt and gather the 
Camas root — a tuberous root of which they are very fond. Natu- 
rally they did not wish to give up this country, and when the treaty 
was made, the clause which reads, "reasonable portion of the Kan- 
sas prairie country," was understood and meant to the Indians a 
reasonable portion of the Camas Prairie country. The treaty hav- 
ing been made at some point east of the Bocky Mountains in an 
early day when but little of the country was known, this mistake 
in spelling the name "Kansas" instead of "Camas" was easily made. 
There was, however, no serious trouble with these Indians for many 
years. 

KARLT SBTTLKlfSKTS. 

Going back to the early settling in Idaho, before the country 
bore the name of Idaho, among those who came some years later 
than Bev. Spalding were the Jesuit Fathers. These Catholic mis- 
sionaries came into the northern part of Idaho in the early forties 
and were very successful in their missionary work among the 
Indians. A small colony of Mormons also moved into the Lemhi 
Valley and located at or near where the town of Salmon City now 
stands. In the year 1854, they were farming and raising stock 
in that part of the country, but after remaining there about three 
years, the Indians became so troublesome they were forced to 
leave and return to Utah. 

In the year I860, United States troops were sent to the old 
Lapwai Station, twelve miles from Lewiston, on the Clearwater 
Biver. The United States built a military post at this place and 
kept from one to two companies of troops stationed there. 

By this time a few white people had come into the country. The 
majority of them were men prospecting for gold up the Clearwater 
Biver and its tributaries. About seventy or eighty miles from Lew- 
iston, they discovered gold at three different places and named 
these mining camps Oro Fino, Elk City and Pierce City. The lat- 
ter was named for a Mr. Pierce. 

In 1861, prospecting was continued further back into the moun- 
tains, to the east and southeast. From the latter the discovery 
was made of what is commonly called the Salmon Biver mines. 
These mines were situated in a basin in the mountains from ten 
to twelve miles from Salmon Biver and about sixty miles south of 
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east from the mines discovered the year before^ and about one hun- 
dred and ten miles southeast from Lewiston. This was a placer 
mining camp^ very limited in extent, but easy worked and some of 
the claims were very rich. Often a man would wash out with a small 
rocker more than one hundred dollars per day. This camp was 
situated in a very high altitude where the snows fell very deep 
and lasted for a long time. Added to this, forty miles of moun> 
tain road had to be traveled before reaching the camp. It was a 
hard task for the prospectors to get there and very expensive to 
take in the necessary provisions and tools. But nothing will stop 
an old miner when he hears of a rich strike, so they came from all 
parts of the Pacific coast. Pack trains were rushed to Lewiston, 
as that town was at the head of navigataion on the Snake River 
where all supplies had to be taken, and from there transported to 
the mines on pack animals. Even then they could not be taken 
all the way — only to the foot of the mountains, and from there 
carried in by the men on their backs or on small sleighs or tobog- 
gans. Supplies were often very scarce and the prices very high. 
At one time in 1861 and again in 1862, the price of flour was one 
dollar per pound. Some groceries, such as sugar, tea, coffee, bacon 
and tobacco, were much higher. 

In the Spring of 1862, two pack trails were opened into the 
Salmon River country, one going lengthwise across Camas Prairie 
to Salmon River and up the Salmon River about twelve miles, 
thence up and across the mountains fifteen or twenty miles to the 
mines. This was called the Slate Creek or Salmon route. The 
other route went from the east foot of Craig's J^ountain, east 
across Camas Prairie, via where Grangeville and Mt. Idaho now 
stand, and commenced to ascend the mountain at Mt. Idaho, where 
the late Hon. L. P. Brown settled in 1862. This last named trail 
had forty miles of mountain country to pass over before reaching 
the mines, and many places were cut through thick timber and on 
steep hill-sides. This trail was constructed by Moses Milner and 
was called the Mose Milner trail. On each of these trails, toU 
was charged at the rate of one dollar for saddle or pack animals. 
Even with these high rates, I doubt if the owners made any money, 
as the opening of the trails cost an immense amount and the sea- 
son for heavy travel did not last long. 

The reader may wish to know how good these trails were. I wiU 
answer by saying I have packed over both of them, and each time 
I went over one, I wished I had taken the other. 

In the summer of 1862, there was great excitement in Florence 
about rich mines having been discovered at Buffalo Hump, a camp 
forty miles in a northeast direction and in rough mountains. By 
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this tune the claims in Florence had been pretty well worked out 
and there were several thousand people there^ many of whom did 
not own any mining property and could not get work. They were 
ready to rush to any excitement, and especially to the rough moun- 
tains; for it is a fact that miners and newcomers alike seem more 
anxious to rush to some almost inaccessible camp than to a mining 
camp easy of access. 

This excitement furnished a good market for provisions which 
had been packed to Florence in large quantities. Many men left 
Florence for Buffalo Hump and each one had to have a small outfit 
of grub and tools, tobacco, etc. Merchandise went up to a high 
figure. Those who had no means to purchase an outfit, would get 
some friend who could not go to outfit them with the promise of a 
division of what they found. This is commonly called "grub stak- 
ing." It is understood that the prospector is to divide whatever 
he finds with the man who "staked" him, and do the necessary le- 
gal recording and work to hold the claim or claims. 

Florence was a lively place for a few days, while the men were 
outfitting to start to Buffalo Hump. All who could, got horses and 
packed them with the necessary supplies. Those who could not 
get horses or mules, would pack their outfits on their backs, many 
of them starting out with one hundred pounds on their backs. So 
they went in every way and the trip was indeed a hard one and poor 
fellows, after all their hard efforts, when they came to Buffalo 
Hump, they found only a few low grade quartz ledges instead of 
the rich placer mines they had expected. Of late years these 
quartz ledges have been made to pay, but at that time it was im- 
possible to take in machinery to operate them. Many of the men 
who went to Buffalo Hump were discouraged and some disgusted 
with seeking mining claims, so they soon scattered to different 
parts of the country. Some returned to their homes in Oregon and 
California, and others went to the mining camps on the Clearwater, 
Oro Fino and Pierce City, while others came back to Florence or 
the Salmon River mines. 

A townsite was now formally laid out near the center of the 
mines and called Florence. A little town was built up in a short 
time. As there was plenty of small timber near, the houses were 
built of log^ and were substantial and comfortable. Numerous 
supply stores were opened, one of which was owned by Captain 
Relf Bledsoe and C. C. Higby. They carried a general assortment 
of supplies suitable for mines. Whiskey mills or saloons with 
gambling were very plentiful. Among the many saloons in this 
town was one run by the late Ben Anderson of Boise, who con- 
ducted his place in a very orderly manner. 
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During the msh to these mines in the Fall of 1861 and the 
Spring and Summer of 1862, Lewiston being situated at the head 
of steamboat navigation on the Snake River, and being the near- 
est point from which supplies could be purchased for the mining 
camps, had a splendid trade. It was soon quite a town, but owing 
to the scarcity of building material, the houses and stores were 
mostly large canvas tents boarded up on the sides from seven to 
ten feet high. This made them warm and comfortable. Hill 
Beachy, known and loved by all pioneers of those early days, ran 
a first-class hotel at Lewiston at this time, and his buildings were 
made of canvas and boards and were considered very comfortable. 

WABUNS' MINING CAMP. 

One of the parties that left Florence in the Summer of 186S on 
a prospecting trip, was headed by a man named Warrens. These 
men discovered a camp which they called "Warrens' Diggings," sit- 
uated in the mountains about thirty miles south of Salmon River in 
what is now Idaho County. This was a small camp with a limited 
number of fairly good placer mining claims, but it never created 
much excitement or caused a rush of people. Of late years, some 
good quartz claims have been discovered at this place and worked 
successfully. 

During the Buffalo Hump excitement, many of the men engaged 
in running pack trains between Lewiston and Florence bought 
cargoes of goods in Lewiston at greatly increased prices and hur- 
ried them into Florence on their pack animals, expecting to get big 
prices. But unfortunately, when they reached Florence, they 
learned that the Buffalo Hump placer mines were a complete fail- 
ure. The demand for goods in Florence was very limited and the 
prices offered by the merchants about the same as the packers had 
paid in Lewiston. This was very discouraging, so many of the 
packers went to other fields, myself among the number. 

By this time many of the placer claims in Florence were about 
worked out and the miners becoming anxious to prospect other 
fields, several parties were organized to go prospecting in a south- 
erly direction across the mountains. One of the first was headed 
by George Grimes with John Reynolds, D. H. Fogus and Moses 
Splawn and others. Another party was led by Jeff Standifer. Each 
party had to go around through the eastern part of Washington 
and Oregon to get into the southern part of Idaho to prospect. An- 
other party started with Relf Bledsoe for Captain, with Abner Cal- 
loway and others. 

Grimes' party was the first to reach what is now called Boise 
Basin, and stopped to prospect on a creek near where Pioneer City 
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was afterwards built. This was in August^ 186S. The creek was 
named for Mr. Grimes who led the party through the mountains and 
discovered the first gold in this ridi camp. Mr. Grimes was soon 
afterward killed by an Indian while washing a pan of gold in this 
creek. Later Captain Bledsoe with his party arrived and pitched 
their tent at or near where the town of PlacerviUe was soon after- 
wards built. It is said that Captain Bledsoe and his party washed 
out the first pans of dirt that were ever washed in this famous old 
mining district. 

A few days later^ Captain Jeff Standifer and his party and some 
others arrived at and made their camp near where Idaho City now 
stands. Idaho City was formerly called Bannock. The name was 
afterwards changed by act of legislature. 

The news soon went over the country that rich placer mines had 
been found in the Boise Basin. Many others came in the Fall and 
the work of prospecting^ locating claims and building cabins was 
carried on at a lively rate. Many of the miners whip-sawed lumber 
to build rockers and sluice boxes to wash out the dirt and gravel 
from the gold. Merchants came with pack trains loaded with pro- 
visionS; mining tools^ clothing, etc. Sawmills were soon brought in 
and set up. Timber was near suitable for making lumber, and soon 
these mills were running day and night. The lumber was taken 
from the mills as fast as it was cut and sawed, at prices from one 
to two hundred dollars per thousand feet. Every foot of lumber 
cut through the night was taken away by sunrise in the morning, 
and all cut through the day was immediately built into some kind 
of a house or sluice boxes. The towns of Centerville, PlacerviUe, 
Idaho City and Pioneer were built up as if by magic. The 
houses were small and built of rough lumber, just as it came from 
the sawmill. Merchants usually built underground cellars at the 
rear end of their buildings, where they kept large quanities of 
goods. These cellars were built to protect the goods from fire. 

In March, 186S, the great rush from California and Oregon to 
these mining camps began. The road between Umatilla, the steam- 
boat landing, and the Boise Basin, was lined with people, some on 
horseback, with a few pack animals, but the majority were on foot. 
Many pack trains were on the road loaded with merchandise of all 
kinds. 

We are now back to the time, March 8rd, 186S, when Congress 
passed the Organic Act creating and organizing the Territory of 
Idaho. We will soon take up the early Territorial government of 
Idaho. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

ROBBKRT OF MR. BSRRY, A PACKKR, ON THK TRAIL FROM FLORRKCK IK 

IDAHO COUNTY, BT SNOLI8H, fCOTT AND 
PBSBLB8, IN 1862. 

As we had left the Lewiston ooimtry some two months before 
this robbery occurred, we are not able to give all the particulars, 
but give it as nearly as we can remember, as we got it from one who 
was at Lewiston at that time. 

Some time in October, 1862, in what is now Idaho County (then 
in Washington Territory) a Mr. Berry, then a packer operating a 
pack train of mules between Lewiston and Florence, a mining camp 
in Idaho Comity, delivered his cargo of freight and collected his 
freight mon^, amomiting to somewhere about two thousand dollars. 
He started from the Florence mining camp with his train of mules 
to go to Lewiston, a distance of about one hundred and ten miles. 
After getting over and out of the mountains on to what is known 
as Big Camas Prairie, he left his train with his men to drive them 
on to Lewiston, and he, on his saddle mule, with his money, struck 
out alone to go ahead to Lewiston to look out for and engage more 
freight to pack by the time his train should arrive. While crossing 
this prairie, which is some twenty miles across, he was stopped and 
held up by three notorious highwaymen. Their names were Dave 
English, Nelson Scott and William Peebles. They took all of his 
money. It is said that Scott insisted upon killing Mr. Berry, but 
the others would not agree to it, so Mr. Berry was allowed to re- 
sume his journey. 

Arriving at Lewiston, Mr. Berry told what had happened to him 
and the report, with a description of the men, was sent to Walla 
Walla next day by stage (a distance of 85 miles) to the officers 
there. These highwaymen did not show up in Lewiston, but made 
their way to Walla Walla within a few days after they had com- 
mitted the robbery, and were arrested by officers there and taken 
back to Lewiston, where they were identified by Mr. Berry, the man 
whom they had robbed. At that time, in fact all of what is now 
Idaho, belonged to Washington Territory. The country was new 
and judicial courts did not operate much in that part of the country, 
and there does not appear to have been any safe place in which to 
keep these desperadoes to wait a long time for a court to try them. 
At their preliminary examination, the evidence of their guilt of 
highway robbery was conclusive. Mr. Berry identified them as the 
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men that robbed bim. These three men had the reputation of hav- 
ing oonmiitted other robberies. It was thought best to put them 
where they oonld oonmiit no more. Swift punishment is sometimes 
necessary to evil doers. That appears to have been the course pur- 
sued in this case. These three men were hanged soon after their 
guilt was proven^ which ended their earthly career. 



CHAPTEB IX. 

THK ITORT OF If OIBS fPLAWN's DISCOTSBY OF THK BOISS BAfIN OOLD 

ifiNBs IN 186s. 

The following is the storj of the discovery of the Boise Basin 
gold mines as told hj Mr. Splawn himelf : 

"While mining in Elk City^ Idaho^ in the Sunmer of 1861, there 
often came to our camp a Bannock Indian who would watch us 
dean up the sluices and gather the gold after the day's work was 
done. The latter part of the Summer, I left Elk City and went to 
a new discovery near Salmon River. 

"I was among the first arrivals in the camp of Florence and here 
I again met this Indian, who still showed his interest in the yellow 
metal that was being taken out of the ground. When the early 
snows had come and further mining was difficult, I saddled and 
packed my horses and started for Walla Walla, where I intended to 
pass the Winter. While camped at the mouth of Slate Creek, on 
Salmon River, I again met the Bannock Indian. We had met so 
many times in the past few months, we had become quite friendly. 
While we talked and smoked around the camp fire that night, he 
told me of a basin in the mountains far to the south, where he had, 
when a boy, picked up chunks of yellow metal such as he had seen 
me work out of the gravel. His earnest look and pains-taking de- 
scription made me believe the story, and I felt, if I ever came near, 
I would recognize the mountains that surrounded the rich basin. 
In the following Spring, 1862, 1 determined to find, if possible, the 
country described by my Indian friend. It was no easy matter, as 
the Indians were well known to be hostile and it was necessary for 
a reasonable number of men to travel together to insure any degree 
of safety. 

"On reaching Auburn, we found Captain Tom Turner with fifty 
men from the Willamette Valley, going to Catherine Creek above the 
Owyhee in search of the Blue Bucket 'diggin's,' a lost mine sup- 
posed to have been seen by a company of emigrants in 1845. The 
name was derived from tiie fact that the emigrants claimed that 
they could have picked up a blue bucket full of the yellow metal. 
(This blue bucket was a large kind of bucket used in those days.) 
We agreed to join Captain Turner's company provided if he failed 
to find the lost mine, he would then join us and go on the north 
side of Snake River in search of this rich basin. This agreement 
was accepted by both parties, and we started on our journey. 
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"Arriving at the country where the lost mine was supposed to be, 
diligent search was made, but it was of no avail. But here we found 
what was known later as the Silver City 'diggings.' The men who 
found the gold here were Jordan, Jack Reynolds and some others 
of Turner's party. 

"AU this time it seemed to me that something kept telling me 
that I could look into the distance and see the mountains for which 
I was searching. I asked Turner at this place to fulfill his part of 
the agreement, to cross the Snake River to the north side. I made 
a speech to the company, reminding them of their agreement and 
telling them what I believed we would find. My position was then 
voted upon. Several of Turner's men voted to go with us. Turner 
then said: 'If you will go with me to the next creek emptying into 
Snake River above here, and we fail to find what we are searching 
for, I then agree to go with you on the north side of Snake River.' 
Agreeing to this, we went with him to the creek named. The next 
morning, hearing Turner giving orders to move on farther up the 
river, I called his attention to our agreement. He made no reply. 
I then made another speech and called for a vote. Only seven men 
answered. With these seven men I turned back and below the 
Owyhee River we met George Grimes with seven men, hurrying on 
to overtake and join Captain Turner's company. We explained our 
experience with him and dread of his total failure, and why we 
wanted to go north of Snake River and near the Payette. Mr. 
Grimes and his party turned back with us, making sixteen in our 
company. That night we camped on Snake River just above where 
old Fort Boise stood on the opposite side. We made up our minds 
to cross here. We could see cottonwood trees along the banks of 
the Boise River opposite us, and we determined to build a raft with 
our tools, cross Snake River and build a boat. 

"We crossed the river safely on our raft, but landed on a bar 
just below the mouth of Boise River. We tied the raft and waded a 
slough before reaching the main shore, and we here discovered that 
all our guns were wet, excepting mine. To add to our dismay, we 
saw an Indian boy riding over a hill not far distant. This brought 
the question to our minds, what might be behind us } We were with- 
out ammunition save that in my musket, and knowing that to guard 
the men who were to build the boat we must have ammunition, we 
resolved to return to camp. Going back to the raft, we shoved it 
out into the stream. We landed on an island, tied our raft to a pole 
we stuck into the ground for that purpose, and made camp. We 
cooked our supper and went to sleep, leaving one man on g^rd. 

"After breakfast next morning, we went out to the point where 
we had left our raft. It was gone and there were five of us on the 
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island and one could not swim. There were onlj a few sticks on the 
island^ so we were only able to construct a small raft. It was so 
very small that when we put imi ontfit on it^ and Silvi, the man 
who could not swim^ got on top of the raft, it sunk so low thitt the 
water came up to his knees. There was another island just below 
us, and we had to float down to the lower end of it before we could 
commence swimming to the opposite shore. Swimming and shoving 
the raft; we passed down to the lower end of the island without ex- 
periencing extreme cold^ and still the broad^ cold^ silent Snake River 
lay between us and the shore we must reach. The cold water began 
to have an effect on us^ and soon we became chill and numb. Two 
Portuguese, who were with us, grew tired of helping push the raft, 
and swam to the shore. Grimes soon followed but returned to help 
me push the raft with Silvi on it. We took turns pushing the raft. 
While one swam and pushed the raft, the other would rest, beat his 
breast and throw his arms to keep up the circulation. In this way 
we reached the shore, more dead than alive. Seeing an alkali lake 
near, we ran and jumped into it. Fortunately, this was the month of 
July, so the waters of the lake were warm. The Portuguese who 
had deserted us in the river, now came to us and we returned to 
camp. 

"When we were rested, a debate arose. Part of the men wanted 
to continue the trip and others wanted to return to their homes. D. 
H Fogus and I held out to continue and cross the river, but all the 
others positively refused to attempt crossing the river again. I 
stated that I had every reason to believe we could go back to Owyhee 
and find timber to make a boat so we could cross safely. It was 
finally decided that Fogus and I should return to Owyhee and see 
if we could find suitable timber for a boat. If we could, they would 
help us build the boat and we would all cross the river. 

"We found the timber and all rcftumed to Owyhee excepting John 
Casner, Silvi, Martin and one other, who returned to Walla Walla. 
Wt; camped on the Owyhee about ^ve miles above the mouth. We 
were twenty-one days building the boat. We then ran it down to the 
Snake River and crossed just below the mouth of the Owyhee. We 
led one horse beside the boat, the others swimming loose. 

"Grimes, the two Portuguese and myself were the last to cross. 
Having the riding saddles, our load was very heavy, water was con- 
stantly coming in and we had to bail continually with a bucket. 
When about twenty feet from the shore the boat went down. The 
men who had crossed before, came to our rescue and we saved every- 
thing on board. I had all along stated that I wanted to go to the 
Payette River and follow it up, but on leaving here, our course was 
up the right bank of Boise river in quest of a ford. Coming to the 
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first canyon^ we mw granite hills. Here we constructed a raft and 
crossed to the north bank. I was asked if we should go towards 
Payette. I said 'No, for in this granite formation, we may find 
what we are looking for.' So we went up to the hills and camped. 

"Here something occurred that made me queasy. Grimes and 
Westemfelter were in advance of us and I heard the report of a 
gun. When they returned, I asked if they had shot anything. They 
said no, but I had my doubts and made up my mind to be on my 
guard. We hobbled and staked our horses, dug holes in the ground 
for a defense and put out a double guard that night, for I believed 
the men had shot or fired at an Indian while ahead of us. At day- 
light we were up and brought in our horses and tied them good and 
fast in the camp. I then told the party I would go to a butte near 
by and take a view of the country, and if they saw me start to run 
towards the camp, to get out their fire arms and make ready for 
battle, as I would not run unless I saw danger. While standing on 
the hill, I saw a party of Indians, stripped naked, all mounted and 
riding at full speed up the creek towards our camp. I ran for the 
camp, barely getting there before the Indians. Our men were all in 
line to do battle. With both arms outstretched, I cried, 'Don't shoot 
until I tell you.' On came the Indians not twenty yards away. Un- 
moved I stood there, and our men waiting, with guns drawn, for the 
word. Our nerves were well tested, for the Indians did not halt until 
within twenty feet of us. Had we been less firm, there would have 
been one more fearful tragedy enacted on the frontier. After stand- 
ing still and watching us a moment, one of the Indians called out 
in good English, 'Where are you going?' This was Bannock Louie. 
I replied that we were going to the mountains to find gold. He asked 
if we did not think he spoke good English, to which we replied we 
did. We invited them to have breakfast with us and they very 
readily accepted the invitation. 

"The Indian who spoke English told us that the trail we were fol- 
lowing would lead us over the mountains to a large basin. Those 
words sank deep in my heart, for I had been thinking how much 
these mountains and surroundings tallied with the description given 
me by my Bannock friend. He also told us that in this basin there 
were over one hundred warriors of the worst type, and if we were 
not on the lookout, we would lose our scalps. 

"After breakfast we saddled and packed our horses and moved on 
to the top of the mountain, where we camped for noon. When the 
time came to start out after dinner. Grimes and I differed as to the 
route we should take. He wanted to follow the ridge leading to 
Payette, which I had all along spoken about, but I had now discov- 
ered that in this basin to the right of us was the spot described to 
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me by the Indian on Salmon River. Grimes and I differing we called 
for a vote. All the men but one voted with Grimes, so we followed 
him. We had not gone far, however, when Westemf elter, who had 
been behind, overtook us and riding up to Grimes, asked where we 
were going. After Grimes told him, he said: 'I understood Splawn 
wanted to go down into the basin and we are following him now and 
not you, and we will follow him, and I want you to remember he is 
the one to say where we are to go.' Some sharp words passed be- 
tween them and both dismounted and leveled their guns, the barrels 
coming in contact. I jumped off my horse and got between them and 
succeeded in making peace. Both of them were brave men and we 
did not have any men to spare. Grrimes was asked why he did not 
want to go down into the basin when Splawn said it looked just like 
the place described by the Indian. He answerd, 'I am afraid of the 
Indians.' Westemfelter said, 'If we are afraid of the Indians, we 
should not have come here at all and we had better return home.' 
This remark of fear from Grimes struck me as strange, for he was 
well known to be the bravest of the brave. I spoke to Westemfelter 
saying we had put the question of our route to a vote and Grimes 
had won, so I would follow him. After traveling for a short dis- 
tance. Grimes stopped and said: 'I will get behind and bother no 
more.' Then I turned back on the trail, the pack horses driven be- 
hind me, and went down into the basin and camped. I walked on 
to look out our future trail and see if there were any signs of In- 
dians, for I remembered the words of caution given us that morning. 
I soon saw freshly blazed trees and returned to camp to get my 
horse, for I was on foot. Joe Branstetter went back with me. Rid- 
ing to the top of a little hill, we saw Indian lodges. We turned 
back and concluded to go around the lodges, but seeing an Indian 
dog, we thought the Indians were in thdr lodges ready to shoot. 
We made up our minds to have it out and rode full speed toward the 
lodges, but we did not find any Indians. The lodges, however, were 
well filled with salmon, both fresh and dried. Going on further 
up the creek, it occurred to me that the squaws had probably seen 
us and had gone to tell the bucks. We went back to the lodges 
and I took all the Salmon I could carry, and we returned to camp. 
We had only been there a few minutes, when looking back from 
whence we came, we saw about fifty warriors riding at full speed 
towards our camp. Some of our party were in favor of giving 
them blankets and so try to make friends with them, but I had 
been raised in an Indian country and knew too much of their na- 
ture to even think of such a thing. I said: 'Get your guns, and 
remember to be firm and no gifts.' Insisting upon this display of 
bravery, I took up my gun and went forward to meet the Indians, 
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as I had no intention of allowing them to run into camp. I waved 
my hand at them^ thinking they would stop^ but on they came. I 
leveled the gun on them and they halted. Branstetter and Grimes 
were soon by my side. Grimes could talk good Chinook jargon 
and I asked him to tell them that if they wanted to come into camp, 
they must lay down their arms, take off their blankets and leave 
them where they were, and not over ten at a time come into camp. 
This they agreed to do. The two chiefs, each wearing a plug hat 
and cutaway coat (doubtless the spoils from some massacre of de- 
fenseless emigrants) came first, and Grimes stepping some little 
distance in front of us, smoked the pipe of peace with them while 
we stood guns in hand. 

"The parley was soon over and we packed up, prepared to move 
again. Here another disagreement arose as to which way we 
should go, some wanting to return the way we came, and others to 
go on. The majority was for going on. I again led the way, the 
pack horses driven after me. We had gone only a short distance 
when I heard the clattering of horses feet just over a small hill to 
our right. I expected trouble when we came to the crossing of the 
creek a short distance above. At this place Branstetter rode up be- 
side me and said: 'We see Indians on our right, riding at full 
speed, and they may intend cutting us off somewhere.' I said, 'We 
are in for it, and the only way to act is with total indifference. Be 
on the alert; ride on, and if we have to, we will fight.' A little 
further on, near the crossing of the trail stood an Indian. I asked 
him how far it was to the stream. He pointed in that direction, 
knowing I had been there before, for our horses' tracks could be 
plainly seen on the same trail an hour before. 

"At the crossing there were some more Indians, but we paid no 
attention to them. We continued on our way and camped on this 
creek at the place where the town of Centerville now stands. And 
it was at this place Fogus put his shovel in the dirt and gravel and 
from that shovelful worked out about fifteen cents worth of gold. 
I then felt we had found the basin of my dreams, so accurately 
described by my Indian friend. 

"His story was true and this basin has proven a benefit to man- 
kind and a direct cause of the birth of a new and g^reat State, and 
this story should have its place in its history. 

"We moved on to where Pioneer now stands, stopped at this 
camp two days, then over Pilot Knob and camped on the creek at 
noon. Mounting a horse, I rode up to the head of the creek, where 
I dimbed a tall fir tree and cut a Catholic cross in the top of it. 
From this tree I could see a cut-off which we afterwards used in 
our retreat. On coming down from the tree to where my horse 
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stood^ I saw an Indian and bear tracks. I mounted mj horse 
quickly and rode down the hill and over the underbrush to the creek. 
In passing through this fearful entanglement, my trousers were 
torn off, my shirt in shreds, my limbs and body cut in many places. 
I arrived in camp after dark, bruised and sore. The men put plas- 
ters on my back and gathered pitch from the firs and put on the 
cuts on my body. 

"The next day the men were busy sinking prospect holes. Provi- 
sions were getting low about this time. About three o'clock in the 
afternoon, while the Portuguese were making me a pair of pants 
out of seamless sacks while I was asleep. Grimes came into camp 
and wakened me, saying, 'There is trouble here. These Portu- 
guese say the Indians have been shooting at them while they were 
sinking prospect holes.' I got up and looked around and seeing 
nothing, again laid down as I was still sick and sore from my 
wounds received the day before. I fell asleep but was soon awak- 
ened by the sound of voices and firearms. I got up and saw 
George Grimes with his shotgun in his hands close by. Taking up 
my gan I went to him and together we made a charge up the hill 
in the direction of the shots. When we reached the top, it seemed 
as if twenty g^s were fired in our faces. Grimes fell just as we 
reached the top. The last and onlj words he said were, 'Mose, 
don't let them scalp me.' Thus perished a brave and honorable 
man at a time when he stood ready to reap his reward. 

"I called for the rest of the men to come to the top of the hill. 
We left a guard there and carried Grimes to a prospect hole and 
buried him, amid deep silence. He was our comrade and we had 
endured hardships and dangers together and we knew not whose 
turn would come next. 

"We then commenced our retreat. It was almost dark and we 
had nothing to eat. I decided to take the route I had seen from 
the tree the day before. Riding in the lead for about a mile, and 
when near Pilot Knob, looking down on the creek I saw a small 
camp fire. When the men came up, I pointed it out to them and 
told them it was necessary for us to know if this was a band of 
warriors. I said, 'You wait here and I will go down on foot and 
see if I can learn for certain.' I left my rifle and took only my 
pistol, and told them that if they heard firing and I did not return 
within a reasonable time, for them to go on as I would have been 
killed, but that if I was not hurt, I would return within a short 
time. 

"I took down a ravine, crawling within a few yards of the 
creek, but no signs of life did I see. I became impatient and made 
up my mind to end this anxiety. I raised up and walked rapidly 
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to the bank of the creek and to my surprise and joj, found only 
fox fire^ the first I had ever seen in the mountains. I hurried back 
to where the men were waitings and we rode on to where Center- 
ville now stands and tied our horses nntil morning. 

"We then climbed a steep hill where oar horses had been grasing 
a few days before and had made tracks all over the hillside. This 
put the Indians off our trails and they failed to find the route we 
had taken. 

"Arriving at the top of this hill, I climbed a peak near by and 
below I could see the Indans riding in a circle, their faint war 
whoops reaching my ears from the valley we had just left. We 
went on towards Boise River, taking the same route we had in going 
in. 

"In a little valley on the way down, we saw some squaws dig^ 
ging Camas. Looking a little further on, some of the men pointed 
out a wonderful sight. A thousand Indians, they said, on white 
horses, were ready to bar our way. I stood dazed for a few mo- 
ments, then it occurred to me that there could be no such number 
of white horses, and taking a good look, saw that the seeming In- 
dians and white horses were only white rocks. Turning around to 
speak to the men, none of them were in sight. I hurried after 
them and asked them where they were going. They answered 
that they were going to avoid those Indians. I told them there 
were no Indians only squaws, and succeeded in persuading them to 
turn back. 

"We rode down the valley, passing the squaws, and camped on 
Boise River, still without anything to eat. Early the next morning 
we were on our way and went on down the river until we came to 
the place where we had crossed on our way to the basin. Looking 
back we saw a great dust. Through our field glass it seemed to be a 
string of Indians about two miles long, and there was also a cloud 
of dust on the opposite side of the river, going down. We thought a 
band of Indians must be going to attack Auburn. Seeing dust in 
front of us and behind us, we concluded to get into a bunch of tim- 
ber nearby on Snake River and fight it out until night. While re- 
flecting on the situation, I was startled by the report of a gun 
behind me. Looking backward, I saw Joe Branstetter who called 
out that he had killed a rattlesnake. The report of the gun brought 
out from the opposite shore several white men, who were camped 
behind some timber. Some of them came down to the river bank 
and we learned from them that the dust was caused by emigrant 
trains, Tim Goodell, captain of the train. We constructed a raft 
and crossed over to where the emigrants were camped. We had 
been without food for two days. Captain Turner came to us and 
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told us the people of the emigrant train thought we were allies of 
the Indians and would not permit us to come into their camp or 
give us anything to eat. The next morning they relented and let 
us go into the camp and gave us something to eat. 

"From this place we went to Walla Walla. Fifty men joined us 
at Walla Walla and we returned to the Basin^ located mining 
claims^ held and worked them, having good success. 

"It was in August, 1862, when we discovered Boise Basin." 

(Signed) "MOSES SPLAWN." 



CHAPTER X. 

ORGANIZATION OF TBUUTOR7 OF IDAHO ^APPOINTMENT OF FEDERAL 

OFFICERS FIRST ELECTION FOR MEMBERS OF THE LEGIS- 
LATURE AND DELEGATES TO CONGRESS. 

The Organic Act passed by Congress and approved by the Pres- 
ident March S, 1S6S, creating and organizing a territorial govern- 
ment for the people residing within and those who might come 
thereafter^ in certain limits and bomidary lines of territorial lands, 
gave to that territory the name of Idaho. Various reasons are 
given for the origin of the name Idaho. By some it is claimed that 
it is an Indian name. One story is that some miners had camped 
within sight of what is now Momit Idaho. In the morning they 
were awakened by the Indians calling "I-da-ho" and pointing to 
the rising smi just coming over the momitain, hence the term, "The 
Rising Snn." Another story is that the name was taken from a 
steamboat built by the late Col. J. S. Ruckles to run on the Colum- 
bia River in early days. This boat was named The Idaho. Mr. 
Goulder, one of the oldest living pioneers in Idaho, saw this steam- 
er on the Columbia in I860 and noticing the name asked the mean- 
ing and was informed that it was an Indian word, "£-dah-hoe," 
and stood for "Gem of the Mountains." Mr. Frederick Campbell, 
one of the pioneers of the Pike's Peak excitement, says the word 
Idaho is an Arapahoe Indian word and that in Colorado a spring 
was named Idaho before the word was known in the Northwest, 
and that it was even suggested for the name of Colorado. Mr. 
Campbell's theory is probably correct, as neither the Nes Perce nor 
any other Northwestern dialect seems to include the word. 

The bill as it passed the House of Representatives named the 
territory Montana. The Senate amended the bill by striking out 
the name "Montana" and inserting "Idaho." The Senate also 
amended the section defining the boundary lines of the territory so 
as to make the area very much larger than the House bill provided 
for. The change of the name was made on motion of Senator Wil- 
son of Massachusetts, who claimed that thS "word" Montana had 
no meaning. Senator Hardin of Oregon, said: "The name Idaho is 
much preferable to Montana. Montana, to my mind, signifies noth- 
ing at all. Idaho in English signifies 'The Gem of the Mountains.' 
This is a mountainous country and the name Idaho is well under- 
stood in signification and orthography in all that country and I 
prefer it to the present name." The amendment was agreed to. 
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The bill^ as amended^ was returned to the House of Representa- 
tives, and on motion of Mr. Sargent of California, the Honse con- 
curred in both of the Senate's amendments. 

The act of Congress dividing Washington Territory and creating 
Idaho Territory, described the boundaries of Idaho as follows: 
"Beginning at a point in the middle of the channel of the Snake 
River where the northern boundary of Oregon intersects the same, 
then follow down the said channel of Snake River to a point oppo- 
site the mouth of the Eooskooskia or Clear Water River; thence 
due north to the forty-ninth parallel of latitude; thence east along 
said parallel to the twenty-seventh degree of longitude west of 
Washington; thence south along said degree of longitude to the 
northern boundary of Colorado Territory; thence west along said 
boundary to the tiiirty-third degree of longitude west of Washings 
ton; thence north along said degree to the forty-second parallel 
of latitude; thence west along said parallel to the eastern boun- 
dary of the State of Oregon; thence along said boundary to the 
place of beginning." 

These boundary lines not only included all of the southern and 
eastern portion of the Territory of Washington, but went a way 
over on the east side of the Rocky Mountain range and took in a 
larg^ strip of the Louisiana Purchase, including within the boun- 
dary lines of Idaho Territory more than three hundred thousand 
square miles. On March 17th, 1864, Congress passed an act cre- 
ating the Territory of Montana. The most of the territory that 
was put into Montana was taken from the northeastern portion of 
Idaho. Later, on June 88, 1868, the Territory of Wyoming was 
created by act of Congress and a large piece of the southeastern 
portion of Idaho was included within the boundary lines of Wyom- 
ing Territory. This last named act of Congress reduced Idaho to 
its present area of about 85,000 square miles. 

OBOANIZATION. 

The organic act for the Territory of Idaho provided that the 
President, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, should 
appoint for the Territory a Governor, a Secretary, a Chief Justice 
and two Associate Justices, a United States Attorney and a United 
States Marshal. The act also provided that the Governor should 
appoint census takers to take the census of the Territory, and after 
the report of the census taker was received, he should lay out the 
territory in council and representative districts, and call an elec- 
tion for a member of Congress and members of the legislature. 
The legislative council was limited to seven members the first ses- 
sion, and the number of representatives to thirteen, with power to 
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increase the nmnber scoording to the increase in population^ not^ 
however, to exceed thirteen cooncihnen and twenty-six representa- 
tives. The Governor should name the time and place for holding 
the election, appoint the judges of election, canvass the vote and 
declare who was elected; also name the time and place for holding 
the first session of the legislature, which session should not exceed 
sixty days and subsequent sessions only forty days. 

The officers arrived some time after their appointment. For 
some cause unknown to us, the Governor saw fit to make his head- 
quarters at Lewiston — certainly not on account of the population 
being greater in that part of the State, for there were more people 
in fifteen miles square in the Boise Basin than there were in all the 
balance of the Territory at that time. Lewiston was, however, the 
oldest town and had the advantage of being near the Governor's 
former home, so he very naturally exercised his right and privi- 
lege to locatae in the place that suited him best. If he had, how- 
ever, considered the best interests of the people whom he was sup- 
posed to serve, he would hardly have located the temporary capital 
away up in the northern part of the Territory, just across the boun- 
dary line between Washington and Idaho. 

The Organic Act also provided that the Governor should com- 
mission such Territorial officers in addition to those named and 
appointed by the President, as should be appointed to office under 
the laws of the Territory, without waiting for a session of the 
legislature to determine what offices were elective and what ap- 
pointed. On the 28rd of July, he appointed John M. Bacon Aud- 
itor and Comptroller, and on the 7th of September, he appointed D. 
S. Kenyon Treasurer of the Territory. 

The Governor issued his proclamation dated Lewiston, Idaho 
Territory, September 82nd, 1868, calling for a general election to 
be held on the 81st day of October, 1868, for a delegate to Con- 
gress and members of the legislature, he having defined the coun- 
cO and representative districts as first, second and third districts. 
We have been unable to procure a copy of this order, but judging 
from the members elected, we think the first district embraced all 
of Idaho north of the Salmon River and west of the Rocky Moun- 
tains; the second district, all of the district south of the Salmon 
River, and the third, all of Idaho east of the Rocky Mountains. 

The act further states that at the first session of the legislature 
or as soon thereafter as they may deem expedient, the Governor 
and the legislative assembly shall proceed to locate and establish 
the seat of government for said territory at such place as they 
deem eligible. It seems from reading this act of Congress, that the 
seat of government for Idaho was neither located temporarUy or 
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otherwise, but simplj left to the discretion of the Goyemor to name 
the phice for holding the first session of the legislature. It did not 
even state that the Governor's and Secretary's offices should be at 
the place named bj the Governor for the holding of the first session 
of the legislature. (See Organic Act published in the First Ses- 
sion Laws of Idaho, pages 27 to S6, inclusive.) 

From a careful examination of this act, we must ocmdude that 
all this talk in respect to the capital being temporarily located at 
Lewiston by this act was a mistake. The selection of the temporary 
capital rested with the Governor until such time as the legislature 
with his approval passed a law locating it at some different phice. 

APPOINTMENT OF OFFICBBS. 

The President appointed the following officers: 
W. H. Wallace, Governor, March 10, 1868. 
W. B. Daniels, Secretary, March 10, 1868. 
Sidney Edgerton, Chief Justice, March 10, 186S. 
Alec C. Smith, Associate Justice, March 10, 1868. 
Samuel C. Parks, Associate Justice, March 10, 1868. 
D. S. Payne, U. S. Marshal, March 18, 1868. 
G. C. Hough, U. S. Attorney, February 29, 1864. 



CHAPTER XI. 

INDIAN TROUBLES IN SOUTHBRN IDAHO IN THE EARLY SIXTIES. 

Prior to the coming in of white men in 1862^ there were several 
different tribes of Indians that roamed at their will and pleasure 
oyer the southern and southeastern portion of what is now Idaho. 
Up to that time^ they had full possession of the country^ and no 
white person had attempted to settle upon or lay claim to any por- 
tion of land in Southern Idaho^ except a few emigrants who passed 
across this country on the road from the States east of the Mis- 
souri River to Oregon or Washington Territory. 

These Indian tribes consisted of what was called the Snakes, 
the Weisers, the Malheurs^ the Bruneaus, the Shoshones, and the 
Bannocks. They were all more or less hostile to the whites and 
often levied tribute on the poor white traveling emigrants by first 
begging all they could in day time, under the pretense of being 
friendly and "good Indians," and at night, stealing and driving 
away most of their stock, and in a few instances, murdering all of 
the people who were traveling in small trains. 

None of them up to this time had ever felt the power of our 
Uncle Sam's army, or the force of a volunteer company of miners. 
They seemed to think the country belonged to them and that they 
would make it so unsafe for the life and property of any and all 
whites who came into this part of the country, that they would be 
glad to leave soon if left alive. They commenced by shooting from 
ambush and killing the leader of the first party of white men who 
went into and discovered gold in the Boise Basin in the summer of 
1862, a Mr. George Grimes, a few days after their arrival, while 
he was at his work prospecting for gold on what is now called 
Grimes' Creek, near Pioneer City in Boise Basin, Boise County. 
This cowardly, murderous and thieving warfare was carried on 
against the miners who were trying to prospect, and also against 
the packers who were trying to pack supplies in for the miners, 
and against all who attempted to travel on the roads or trails, until 
about the first of March, 1868, when things got to such a state 
that men could neither travel nor work with any degree of safety, 
except several were together and well armed and some of them 
constantly on the watch for Indians. By this time several hundred 
white men had come into this mining district. Their supplies, tools, 
etc., were running short. Packers of supplies had suffered the loss 
of so many animals at the hands of the Indians, they hesitated to 
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contract to pack more supplies in^ although big prices were of- 
fered. Something had to be done^ although the snow was then two 
feet deep in the mining district; but in the valleys where the trou- 
bles were^ there was no snow. The miners and the merchants rose 
to the occasion, miners, saloon-keepers and some sporting men 
agreeing to do the fighting. 

I give this history as it was given to me by Daniel Ritchard who 
was with the company, a man whom I believe to be perfectly truth- 
ful, brave, and cool-headed. 

"A company was soon raised, consisting of about eighty men, the 
volunteers furnishing their own horses and arms and the merchants 
providing provisions, ammunition and other necessaries. Jeff Stan- 
difer was elected Captain and Greenwood, First Lieutenant. We 
left Idaho City about March 1st, 1868, came down Moore's Creek 
to the Warm Springs the first night. The next day we went east to 
Indian Creek and camped at what is now called Mayfield, or the 
Obe Corder ranch. In the morning, the night g^uard who herded 
the horses drove them in early and reported that they had seen a 
bunch of Indians at a point of rocks not far away. A majority of 
the company immediately saddled our horses as rapidly as possible 
and started for the rocky mount where the g^rd had seen the 
Indians. The Indians saw us and galloped away on their horses 
before we were near enough to open fire on them. We chased them 
about ten miles and captured one, whose horse had given out. The 
others had scattered in all directions in the rough, hilly and rocky 
country, so we gave up the chase and returned to our camp for 
breakfast. 

"After a hasty breakfast. Captain Standifer ordered me (Ritch- 
ard) to take sixteen men and go east and try and cut the Indians 
off from getting to the mountainous country on the north. Captain 
Standifer and the remainder of the company would follow in the 
direction the Indians seemed to have taken when we abandoned 
the chase. We traveled all that day and until one o'clock next 
morning. At that time we heard what seemed to be a squaw moan- 
ing. We supposed it to be the wife of the buck who had been 
captured in the morning by the volunteers. Feeling satisfied that 
the Indian camp was near, we quietly withdrew for about a half 
mile until daylight. We would then be able to determine their lo- 
cation and the nature of the surrounding country. At daylight 
we discovered two Indians on horseback. We advanced on their 
camp, shot and killed one of them at the first fire. The fight then 
commenced in earnest, but did not last long. The men were all 
good marksmen and we soon dispatched all of the bucks, about 
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eighteen in number^ took the squaws prisoners and went back a few 
miles south and met Captain Standifer. 

Other scouts sent out by the Captain came in soon and reported 
Indians in the hills to the northwest. We started that night and 
found the Indians fortified in a large deft of rocks with an open 
place built up with rocks and good rifle pits arranged so they were 
secure from shots that might be fired at them. At the same time^ 
they might fire on any person who came within range of their rifle 
pits. We arrived near their fortifications just before daylight and 
in a short time a few of them came out and we attacked and killed 
several before they could get into their fort. We then surrounded 
them and kept a g^rd around for three days and nights. One of 
our men^ John Dobson^ was severely wounded^ having been hit in 
the jaw by one of their bullets. He recovered after a long time. 
We talked with the Indians and told them if they would come out 
and give up the man or men who had killed George Grimes in the 
Boise Basin sevesal months before^ we would allow the others to 
go. This they refused to do. We then cut a large number of wil- 
lows^ intending to tie them in large bundles for breastworks and 
roll them in front of us to their fort and storm it. After consulta- 
tion^ this plan was dropped and it was decided it should be one 
man for each of the Indian port-holes or rifle pits. The men should 
crawl up before day^ while it was yet dark, close to each rifle pit 
and as soon as those on g^rd in these rifle pits showed themselves, 
they were to shoot them and this would most likely cause the other 
Indians to stampede. This scheme worked well. The pit guards 
rose early, and, Indian like, had to take a look out. Each one of 
them was shot down the moment he showed himsdf by the ▼olun- 
teers who had crawled up dose and were waiting and watching for 
them. This created such confusion among the Indians that it did 
not take long for them to vacate their fort Captain Standifer had 
all of his men under arms at that time and nearby, so they dis- 
patched the Indians about as fast as they came out. So far as known 
only one buck Indian escaped. About sixty were killed in this fight. 
We also captured about dghty head of horses here. 

"We then made a litter to carry our wounded man, John Dobson, 
fastening it between two gentle mules and putting on plenty of 
blankets to make it as comfortable as possible. With a man to lead 
each mule, we started back to the Warm Springs ranch. Arriving 
there the second day, we found all of the ranch stock had been 
stolen by the Indians. This place was then kept by a man called 
'Beaver Dick.' We camped here for a few days and sent a detach- 
ment of men to Idaho City to take our wounded man and to get 
more supplies and more men. After a few days our men returned 
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with more supplies and a few recruits. We then took the trail of 
the Indians who had taken the stock from Warm Springs ranch 
and followed their trail across Snake River. Here the company 
divided^ one part going up Snake River^ and the remainder up Mal- 
heur River in Oregon^ where thej lost the trails the Indians having 
scattered in different directions. 

"Captain Standifer sent me hack with five men to scout west in 
what is known as the Mormon Basin country. After two days' 
scouting^ we struck an Indian trail. After following it a short dis- 
tance^ we looked down a canyon and saw five Indians riding up. 
Wc concealed ourselves and when near enough, fired at them. They 
took to the brush. We captured one mule they left. We did not 
try to follow them, not knowing how many we might meet. We 
then returned to Captain Standifer's camp on Malheur River. 

"The company started up Malheur River, and we soon came to 
a fresh Indian trail and further on, we found where Indians had 
recently camped. We also found four Indian bows and quivers of 
arrows, four spears, ropes, and we concluded they had belonged to 
the four Indians we had shot a few days before while out scouting 
and that they had died from their wounds. We continued to follow 
their trail for two days and the greater part of two nights. Finally 
we camped and Captain Standifer and myself went on top of a 
high mountain after night to watch for light or smoke from Indian 
fires. While on this mountain, we saw lights from the Indian 
fires a long way off on the opposite side of the creek. We located 
their position as nearly as possible and the following night, the 
whole command moved up and surrounded them before daylight at 
their camp near Goose Creek. Captain Standifer placed all of his 
men, with the exception of eighteen, on either side of the camp, 
leaving an opening in front. The eighteen men were placed on the 
upper side and at the signal given by the Captain, they charged on 
the Indian camp with whoops and yells and shots. This caused 
the Indians to stampede and they were soon dispatched by the 
other volunteers. Fourteen Indians were killed. The squaws and 
children were left unharmed and allowed to go free, excepting one 
small boy and a little Indian girl, whom we took to Idaho City with 
us. It seems that another party of Indians had passed this camp 
of Indians before we reached them and had driven off all the 
horses they had. 

"We were now pretty well tired out, and very gaunt, having 
lived principally on horse meat for the last six days, so it was de- 
cided that as we could not overtake the band of Indians who had 
stolen the horses and as we were about out of supplies and our 
horses were very much jaded, we would go back to Idaho City. 
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"The OZ1I7 man hurt in thifl last fight was Matt Bledsoe, who re- 
ceived a glancing shot across the f orehead, knocking him down, but 
he was soon oyer it as the bullet onlj cut the skin. 

"On the way back, when we reached Snake River, we all went 
out to try and kill some game. The only thing we got was some 
beaver. This we ate with relish for it was a great improvement on 
the horse meat we had been using for the last ten days. 

"At Warm Springs we disbanded. The Indian boy and girl were 
taken to Idaho City and the boy given to John Eelley, the cele- 
brated violinist, who taught the boy many tricks and exhibited him 
in many parts of the world. The girl was given to a lady in the 
Basin." 

Captain Standif er and his volunteers did succeed in capturing 
and returning to their proper owners, several head of horses. AU 
things fairly considered in connection with this campaign against 
these thieving and murderous Indians, it was a complete success, 
save and except that one brave young man named John Dobbins, was 
shot by the Indians and severely wounded. He lived about one year 
afterwards, when he died from the effects of the wound he received. 

The chastening given these Indians by Captain Standifer and 
his brave followers had a salutary effect upon them, at least for 
several months, for it was some time before they ventured on any 
more of their raids. When we take into consideration that Captain 
Standifer and his brave followers left the rich placer gold mines in 
Boise Basin, where the daily wages of men to work in the mines 
was eight dollars, and many that had claims of their own were 
making one hundred dollars or more per day, to shoulder their guns 
and go on a campaign of this kind, poorly equipped, hard worked, 
poorly fed, in stormy, bad weather for two months, without any 
hope of fee or reward other than to bring peace and security to 
life and property, we must say we think this was pure and unadul- 
terated patriotism, backed up with indomitable courage. And cer- 
tainly all of us who are still left to enjoy our peaceful homes in 
this now reclaimed and happy land, owe a debt of gratitude to 
Captain J. J. (Jeff) Standifer and his brave followers who did so 
much towards bringing about security for life and property at a 
time when it was so badly needed; at a time when it required such 
a great self-sacrifice to bring it about. Captain Standifer and most 
of his brave followers have passed from this earthly career. Let us 
remember their good works here with a confident hope that He who 
judges as to the rectitude of our purposes in this world, will deal 
kindly with them all and overlook and forgave any of their short- 
comings, and assign to each of them a pleasant position in their 
New Home. 
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T. J. SUTTON^S ACCOUNT OF OKX DIVI8IOK OF CAPTAIN ffTANDIFXR's 

COMPANY. 

After crossing Snake River^ Captain Standifer's company divided 
and part of them, under the conmiand of the First and Second 
Lieutenants, went up Snake River. In this detachment of volun- 
teers, was the late T. J. Sutton who had been selected as chief of 
scouts, who was a very competent man for that business and was 
also a very g^d writer. After his return, he wrote up the cam- 
paign made by this division of the volunteers. Below we give it as 
he wrote it up, which we think is correct: 

button's report. 

"After crossing Snake River, the company divided up into two 
parts, nineteen men having previously returned to the Basin. Of 
the two divisions, the first numbering 45 men under Captain Stan- 
difer, went up the Malheur River, the remaining 55 went up the 
Bmneau under command of Lieutenants Greenwood and Thatcher, 
journeying up Snake River to a point near Salmon Creek. We 
halted a short distance below the mouth of the latter stream, the 
purpose of this halt being to reconnoitre, and as far as practicable, 
acquaint ourselves with the number of Indians we would probably 
encounter, their whereabouts at that time, their disposition, habits, 
armament, places of rendezvous and other things incident and nec- 
essary to the successful conduct of a hostile campaign. 

"While in camp at that place, a band of Indians, unaware of 
our presence, drove about eighty head of stolen horses into Snake 
River opposite our camp and attempted to swim them across. This 
gave us an opportunity to capture both horses and Indians, and by 
good management we could easily have done so, but lack of disci- 
pline on the part of both officers and men favored the escape of 
the thieves and they all probably got away, notwithstanding we 
poured a shower of lead into the river as they scudded away to the 
farther bank. And I might as well say here that Lieutenant 
Greenwood was cool and competent, but being a half-breed Crow, 
and fearful of insult because of his Indian blood, declined to ex- 
ercise the functions of his ofiice. This threw the responsibility as 
well as the company's movements, upon Lieutenant Thatcher, who 
though neither a coward nor unworthy, lacked that self-discipline 
that comes only of experience. Hence when it was known that a 
band of Indians with a considerable herd of stolen horses was com- 
ing right into our camp, the excitement of the men in their eager 
hurry to bring on the combat, broke over all bounds and restraints. 
A melee followed. Lieutenant Thatcher being quite as much flur- 
ried as the men. Firing began while the Indians were in the mid- 
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die of the liver^ with the result above stated. Had cooler heads 
oommanded, we should almost certainly have secnred all of the 
horses and probablj the thieves as well^ including^ as I believe^ 
the noted 'Bigfoot' who was their leader and boss horse thief of 
the plains. 

"On looking over the ground after the skirmish^ we discovered 
the tracks of a band of Indians nnmbering ten or twelve who had 
crossed the river at that point two or three days before our en- 
counter of that morning, going north. We also discovered and 
measured Bigfoot's track, which was seventeen and a half inches 
long by six inches wide at the junction of the metatarsus with the 
toes. At that time we had no knowledge of the man, but the 
enormous size of his track attracted our attention and so aroused 
our curiosity that careful measurements of its dimensions were 
made, and no little discussion indulged in as to whether or not it 
was a human track. A year or two later, the possessor of the 
abnormally sized foot had become famous because of his connec- 
tion with and known leadership of gangs of Bannock horse thieves, 
who, though less bold than formerly, still raided the ranches of 
the settlers whenever opportunity offered. This continued down 
to 1868, when Bigfoot was killed in an encounter with a highway- 
man named Wheeler, after which wholesale horse stealing by the 
Bannocks became obsolete, but not so much because of a growth 
of moral sentiment among the tribes, as because no other such bold 
and skillful leader could be found to take the place of the fallen 
chief. 

"On the morning after our skirmish with the horse thieves and 
capture of horses, we set out for the headwaters of the Bruneau 
and Owyhee Rivers, going up between the Bruneau and Salmon 
Creek. It was about the last of April, according to my recollec- 
tion of dates, and while the days went pleasantly enough on Snake 
River, the temperature lowered rapidly as we ascended the moun- 
tains, and two days after leaving the sunny and picturesque scene 
at the mouth of the Bruneau, we were enveloped in a dense cloud 
of falling snow, a very disagreeable experience for men to undergo 
who hoped for no reward for their services and risk, whose sock- 
less feet were exposed to the frosts through rents in boots that 
were only boots by courtesy of a name, and whose clothing would 
have served admirably for the attirements of a battalion of scare- 
crows, but afforded little protection to a human body against a 
mountain blizzard. 

"Pursuing a southwesterly course, we crossed the Bruneau at a 
point forty or fifty miles from its confluence with the Snake, and 
keeping up the mountains in about the same direction, must have 
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been on or at the foot of War Eagle Mountain in our joumeyings. 
For one of our partj^ whose name should have been preserved^ 
picked up a piece of silver ore during our travels and on his re- 
turn, carried it with him to Placerville, which circumstance led to 
to the discovery later on of the world-famed quartz mines at Silver 
City. 

"During the two or three weeks that elapsed between the time 
of our leaving Snake River and our arrival and encampment near 
a small lake^ somewhere in the Owyhee Mountains (I cannot lo- 
cate the lake with any degree of precision^ though I understand 
there is such a lake a few miles out of Silver City)^ we traversed 
gpreat extents of lava^ mahogany thickets and great mountains of 
broken rock^ probably a basaltic lava^ which on steep hillsides 
would slide under our horses' feet^ carrying the animals with it 
twenty or thirty feet or more. During all of that time^ no Indians 
were found, and the 'boys' were 'getting hungry for a fight,' as 
they expressed it. It was therefore agreed that we should camp 
at a point near the lake, which we had not yet found, and send out 
scouts to scour the country. Taking the responsibility of this 
work upon himself. Lieutenant Thatcher selected ten men and sal- 
lied forth just after nightfall in quest of game. Failing in his 
search, he returned on the following morning and retired to sleep 
off the fatigues of the night's search for the ubiquitous foe. It 
was still snowing, but by nine or ten o'clock in the morning, the 
rays of the resurrected sun had dispelled the clouds, and the glare 
of a cold, bright day lighted up the dreadful scene. 

"Having breakfasted and saddled our horses, we moved camp, 
going about ten miles, when mutterings of discontent became so 
loud and general that in deference to a peremptory demand of a 
majority of the company, a camp was made and T. J. Sutton, at 
the head of four men as resolute and determined as could be found 
in the world (viz: James F. Cheatly, Frank Crabtree, Thomas 
Cook and Wall Lawrence) started out to find Indians. They had 
orders, however, to be back by twelve o'clock of the following day, 
but knowing that the men would desert and go home if he reported 
no Indians, their leader ignored orders and continued his travels 
until the morning oi the second day out, when a camp of Reds 
was discovered on what I now think was Jordan Creek. It had 
no name at that time. Having made sure that we were not dis- 
covered by the Indians, the little party stealthily retraced their 
steps and by riding all night and until noon next day, reached 
camp, to find the captain of the scouts booked for punishment for 
disobedience of orders. The scouts rode nonchalantly into camp 
and dismounted among as surly and desperate a gang of men as 
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could be found anTwhere. Indifferent to their scowls and oaths^ 
the captain of the scoots made his way to Lieutenant Greenwood's 
tent and made his report. He had two reasons for this. First, he 
recognized in the lieutenant a warm, personal friend whose cour- 
age no degree of danger could daunt. Second, he realized that 
the least misstep might precipitate a riot that would terminate in 
a slaughter, and he was confident of Greenwood's ability to avert 
the threatened catastrophe. The lieutendant received the report 
with a grim smile and a 'thank you' that meant a good deal, and 
rising to his feet, went outside his tent, and calling the men before 
him (they all respected the brave lieutenant), he said: 'Boys, 
the scouts have found Indians enough to give us a fight that will 
be interesting, and we will go for them tomorrow morning.' This 
information was received with a burst of applause that made the 
hill tremble, but declaring the news too good to be true, the cap- 
tain of the scouts was called out and questioned. His answers and 
explanations 'restored confidence.' 'Peace reigned in Warsaw.' 
Preparations for the march were begun, and when morning once 
more illumined the face of the earth, a happy, jesting throng of 
devil-may-care men were riding rapidly over the hills in the direc- 
tion of the doomed horse thieves, who, unconscious of their near- 
ing danger, watched their stolen herd in the sweet little vaUey 
that was so soon to be their graves. The first day of our journey 
only developed the fact that we had not succeeded in reaching a 
point from which we could determine the whereabouts of the 
Indian camp. Early the next morning, Cheatly, Greenwood and 
Sutton rode away while the company was preparing to move, and 
ascending an elevation 500 feet above the surrounding country, 
swept the horizon with a telescope, but no landmark or other fa- 
miliar object rewarded their observation. Descending they re- 
turned to the company, and requesting Lieutenant Thatcher to 
meet them at a knoll far to the southeastward of us. Greenwood and 
party reinforced by Riddle and Lawrence, went forth to recon- 
noitre. They rode hard, and at about one o'clock in the afternoon 
had the satisfaction of again discovering the hiding place of the 
enemy. The Indians were still ung^rded and evidently unsus- 
picious of lurking danger. 

Hastening back to the company, the cheering news was im- 
parted to them. A shout of gladness was their answer. The com- 
pany pushed on, 'hurting for a fight,' as some of them expressed 
it, and when another day dawned, having secreted ourselves about 
a mile from the encampment of thieves and determined its exact 
location, the slumbering wretches were aroused from their couches 
by the clamor and tumult of charging horsemen and belching six- 
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shooters^ to perish in a strife again a recklessness of assault that 
would have paralyzed a much braver foe. Three squaws and two 
children were killed in the terrible melee and confusion in which 
a rain of lead produced a whirlwind of fright and a harvest of 
death. Thirteen warriors were slain^ but enough survived to 
stampede the horses we had hoped to secure^ and to escape with 
them to the high mountains at the head of the Owyhee River. Two 
female prisoners were taken after the fight, both of whom were 
probably murdered by Bob Emery, known as 'Yankee Bob/ but 
this was not done with the consent nor connivance of the officers 
or men, nor with their knowledge. The purpose had in view 
when they were taken was to get a confession from them that 
would enable us to capture the escaped Indians and secure their 
horses. Finding it impossible to learn anything from them, Lieu- 
tenant Fisher ordered their release while on the march. They were 
accordingly turned loose and a scant supply of provisions given 
them — ^as much as we could spare — and the company moved on 
leaving them in the sagebrush. A few minutes after this, shots 
were heard in the rear of the company and Yankee Bob was ab- 
sent from the ranks. Men were dispatched in the direction of the 
place where the firing had been done, who met Bob coming up and 
were informed by him that he had been 'firing at a rabbit.' His 
statement was accepted as true and nothing more thought of the 
incident until the bodies of the women were found two or three 
days later, perforated with bullets. 

"This statement is made because it was falsely charged at the 
time by Bill Mayfield and other enemies of Captain Standifer 
that men, women and children were indiscriminately slaughtered 
by his command. Exactly the reverse was true. In no instance 
that I know of, were non-combatants killed except the one above 
related, and while neither Standifer nor his subalterns knew of 
or could have averted that atrocity, its perpetration was not with- 
out palliating excuses. Emery had a sister in the horrible Bruneau 
butchery of a few years before, who suffered indignities that can- 
not be told in print, and in retaliation he had sworn that no 
Bannock Indian should ever escape him alive. But after the above 
incident, no opportunity was given him to gpratify his just pas- 
sion for revenge. 

"While the events here recorded were transpiring. Captain Stan- 
difer with his portion of the company was 'cleaning up the Mal- 
heur country.' Several bands of Indians were routed and destroyed 
in that section and two little children — a boy and a girl — ^made 
prisoners. The boy was taken to PlacerviUe and given to John 
Kelley, the noted violinist, who raised him to manhood. Much to 



INDIAN TROUBLES 69 

the surprise of everybody^ the youngster developed into a contor- 
tionist of superior powers and was exhibited by Mr. Kelley in 
yarious parts of the world. The girl was also given a home^ but 
I never heard what became of her. 

"After the fight on what I believe to have been Jordan Creek^ 
and the murder of the two unfortunate squaws^ Thatcher and 
Greenwood's party^ finding their provisions scanty with no signs 
of more Indians in the vicinity^ seventeen men led by the writer 
of this and provided with ten days' rations^ started to the head 
of the Owyhee River^ the rest returning to Boise Basin. I had 
forgotten to mention the fact that we had crossed the Bruneau and 
Owyhee rivers before the fight on Jordan Creek. Going up the 
river about a day's journey^ we came upon the trail of the herd of 
horses we had failed to secure at the fight. Following this for a 
couple of days^ we came upon a freshly abandoned camp. Fires 
were still burning, but nothing had been left except a dog. That 
some of the party killed, and we again went forward on the trail, 
which was now fresh, but night came on and the herd had not been 
overtaken. About 11 o'clock the next day the trail gave out and 
a search disclosed that the animals had been scattered all over 
the plain. This had been done to baffle pursuit. But we pushed 
on, stimulated by the hope of a big capture, and soon came into a 
plain trail, so plain that 100 horses must have passed to make it. 
A little after dark that evening, we observed lights ahead of us 
and across the Owyhee River, but could do nothing that night. At 
daybreak the next morning we were again in the saddle, only to 
learn to our g^eat disappointment and mortification, that our game 
had taken advantage of the opportunity afforded them to steal 
away under the cover of night. 

"We followed a few miles farther and finding that they had 
gone intb the deep snows on Stein's Mountain, and that our supply 
of provisions was about exhausted, we retraced our steps, reaching 
the ferry at the mouth of the Owyhee after a two days' fast. 
Finding no provisions there, we were accompanied by the ferry- 
man, Lewis Rambow, to the mouth of the Payette, where our wants 
were cheerfully and liberally supplied by a packer named Sloan. 

"Of the names of that collection of 'rough diamonds,' I can now 
recall only these: (Jeff) J. J. Standifer, James Greenwood, Geo. 
W. Thatcher, James F. Cheatly, Eli Riddle, Wall Lawrence, F. 
M- Scott, Green Martin, Sam McLeod, J. S. Lewis, Dave Ficirall, 
Dave C. Updyke, Wes Jenkings, Nat Crabtree, Frank Crabtree, 
Ben Marmaduke, Thomas Cook, Dan Tolbert, W. H. Sutton, 'Doc.' 
Morey, Dr. David H. Belknap, Dr. J. H. Ratson, 'Doc.' Leather- 
man, Jas. Aukey, Bob Emery, J. M. Cnmmings, Wooley, 
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Chas. Allender^ John Blacky A. £. Callaway^ John Benfidd, John 

G. Bell^ Carroll^ Jas. AfcCnen^ Warwick^ Matt. 

Bledsoe^ Lafc Gates^ Sam Hendy^ James Matthews^ Jesse Peters^ 

Geo. Riley, Buck Strickland, Andrew Jenkins, Packard, 

Gerry Anderson, T. J. Sutton, and 'Mountain Jack,' the latter so 
called because he did not know his own name. From his earliest rec- 
ollections he was attached to a family of Buffalo Snake Indians. 
He knew nothing of his parentage or origin; dressed as an Indian 
and spoke the Snake lang^ge in 1863 much more fluently than he 
did English. He used a bow and arrow or a gun with equal facil- 
ity and felicity, and could follow a trail as unerringly as a blood 
hound. According to his own account of himself, he was a slave 
until he was old enough to prove his valor and prowess in battle, 
when because of certain clandestine exploits as a warrior, he was 
relieved from the deg^edation of drudg^g with the women and 
permitted to carry arms, after which his lot was one of compara- 
tive ease. In a conversation on the subject, he stated to the writer 
of this that he preferred the life of a white man to that he led 
with the Indians, but he feared the insinuations and jeers of which 
he was constantly the victim would force him to return to the tribe 
he had voluntarily abandoned, and there was logic in his fears. For 
while out with our party rendering the excellent service he did, it 
was no uncommon thing to hear him spoken of, in tones meant for 
his ear, as 'that danmed Indian,' and in many other and far less 
complimentary terms. These insults he was frequently inclined to 
resent to the endangering of his own and other lives and would 
certainly have done so but for the influence which Lieutenant Green- 
wood and myself had acquired over him. 

"The history of such a being is worth preserving because of the 
forcibleness with which it illustrates the risks and dangers encoun- 
tered by immigrants who dared the savage in his desert retreats 
when 'the plains' were to nearly all men a realm of mystery and 
terror that few cared to enter, and where many who entered dis- 
appeared as completely as if swallowed by the sea. That 'Jack' had 
been captured by the savages in some scene of blood cannot be 
doubted. His fair complexion, blue eyes, flaxen hair and pro- 
nounced German features demonstrated the purity of his Cau- 
cassian blood, but the incidents of his capture and the fate of his 
parents are secrets that have perished with the actors in the great 
drama of the plains half a century ago." 



CHAPTER XII. 

RUSH TO BOI8B BASIN MINES, PACKING, SADDLE TRAINS, MERCHANDIS- 
ING, MINING, ETC. 

Early in Aprils 1B6S, the rush for the Boise Basin mines started 
in earnest from California^ Oregon^ Nevada and Washington Ter- 
ritory. Not only miners, but merchants, packers, ranchers, sport- 
ing men, lawyers and an occasional preacher were in the throng. 
Many came by steamer from San Francisco to Portland, and there 
took the Oregon Steam Navigation Company's steamers for Uma- 
tilla or Wallula, as these places were the head of navigation for 
these mines. Wallula was 22 miles further up the river than Uma- 
tilla and a few miles further from the mines, but the fare, however, 
was the same to either place and the rate for freight the same. The 
object of this was to boom the towns of Walla Walla and Wallula 
and for a time the travel was very nearly equally divided between 
Umatilla and Wallula. Some brought saddle horses and a few 
pack animals, but the majority were without animals, and were not 
prepared to purchase when they arrived at Umatilla or Wallula. 
Frequently three, four or five of them would join together and 
purchase one pack animal and pack it with their blankets and a 
small supply of provisions, lead the animal and walk to the Basin. 
Many would buy a lunch, roll it up in their blankets, shoulder them 
and "hit the road" in a few minutes after they landed from the 
steamer, trusting to replenish their stock of grub at some packer's 
camp or at some of the temporary stations established on the road 
for the purpose of collecting toll on some trail or horse-bridge and 
also for selling something to drink. We cannot say it was whiskey, 
although called by that name ; at any rate, a little of it went a long 
ways. 

Another class of men who came did not seem to be in such a 
rush. They preferred to hire transportation for themselves and 
their baggage and have some one go with them who knew some- 
thing about the country and the road, and who would pack a suf- 
ficient supply of provisions along for the trip, and when the time 
came to camp, look out for the animals. This kind of traveling 
came under the name of "saddle trains." The owner of the train 
would furnish ea,f h passenger with a horse and a saddle so he could 
ride, would also pack a small amount of baggage for each person 
and furnish sufficient amount of substantial provisions for the 
trip, with the necessary cooking utensils. The passengers did the 



6^ THE HISTORY OF IDAHO 

cooking in camp while the train master looked after the animals, 
packing, etc. The fare for this trip was fifty dollars and each 
passenger was expected to pay in advance. Toll cost about ten dol- 
lars for the ronnd trip for each animal, and added to this was the 
cost of the grub, the shoeing of the animals, the wages for the 
train-master, and frequently the loss of a horse or two. It took 
about fourteen days for the round trip and then horses and train- 
master had to lay off for a week to rest from the hard trip, so it 
will be seen that all they took in was not clear profit. Besides, it 
was seldom there was any travel on the down trip, excepting in 
the fall, and the travel up by that time would be very light. 

The writer engaged in this business with a man by the name of 
William Ish. We sent out one small train to the Auburn mines on 
Powder River in Oregon from Walla Walla about the 10th day of 
AprU, 1863, and on the 18th day of April, I left Walla Walla with 
a saddle train of sixteen passengers and four pack animals for 
PlacerviUe in Boise Basin. This was the beginning of the saddle 
train business in the Boise Basin mines. 

I would like to state here that I have traveled and "roughed" it 
a great deal in this western country with many different men, but 
these sixteen passengers who were all California miners were the 
best all-round traveling companions I ever had. Every man did 
hL> part in camp ; no grumbling or growling on the road, but on the 
contrary, all were always pleasant and agreeable. They were well- 
informed, intelligent men. This partner of mine did not care 
much about going on the road. He was, however, a good rustler 
to get passengers, but was not very particular to get competent 
men to take charge of the train, so I would usually meet the trains 
he sent out and send the man or men back with my animals and 
take charge of the train going to the Basin. In this way I was 
kept on the upper part of the road for several months. My part- 
ner soon moved headquarters to Umatilla on the Columbia, where 
thw most of the passengers were now landing from the steamboats. 
Very soon other saddle trains started to carrying passengers and 
the: fare was reduced to forty dollars and later to thirty dollars. 
By September the travel to the Basin was almost over for the 
season, so we engag^ in packing. In the Spring of 1864, we com- 
menced the stage business, of which we shall speak later on.| 

The population of the mining camps in Boise Basin in the Sum- 
mer of 1868 was variously estimated from fifteen to twenty thou- 
sand, mostly men. It took great quantities of provisions, tools, 
etc., to supply the demand. Ever3i;hing had to be packed on ani- 
mals from Umatilla or Walla Walla, except a small amount, prin- 
cipally flour, which came from Salt Lake City, Utah. A great many 
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pack mules and horses were necessary to transport these supplies 
as it was necessary to get in enough to last through the Winter 
and until trains could come in again in the Spring. 

Packing was quite a good business freight ranging from sixteen 
to twenty-five cents per pound. The placer mines at Idaho City^ 
Centerville^ Placervillei Pioneer and Granite Creek all paid well. 
Money was plenty and the miners spent it freely. A number of 
men went into the mercantile business and the majority of them 
laid in heavy stocks for Winter and Spring use. For these they 
paid high freights and many of them lost money, for merchan- 
dise was cheaper in the Spring of 1864 than in the Fall of 1863, 
owing to the overstock. Saloons were plentiful and did a thriving 
business. Hotels and restaurants made money. One or more feed 
stables were started in each camp. The owners of these places 
had hay cut from small bottoms near by — a kind of swamp grass. 
This hay was baled and packed into the towns. They also had 
small stocks of gndn packed from Oregon. Oats were retailed 
at fifty cents per pound in small quantities, or forty cents per 
pound by the sack. Hay in small quantities sold at forty cents 
per pound and baled hay, weighing two hundred pounds or more, 
twenty-five cents per pound. I paid twenty-five cents per pound 
by the bale for a very poor quality of hay to feed my pack ani- 
mals, both in Placerville and Idaho City in December, 1868. This 
may seem an exaggeration, but it is true. Another instance of 
high prices: I delivered a cargo of goods in Idaho City late in the 
month of October, 1868, and knowing the grass near the road for 
fifteen miles out was pretty well eaten off, I had my cargo un- 
loaded as soon as possible and stacked near the merchant's store 
for whom I was packing, and started my train out for grass, keep- 
ing only one man with me, and our saddle mules. We intended 
to deliver and check up the freight with the merchant and go to 
our camp that night. We led our two saddle mules into a feed 
yard and I requested the man in charge to give them a good feed 
of hay. We then delivered and checked up the freight without 
delay, received our freight money and concluded we would go to 
a restaurant and get something to eat. On our way to the res- 
taurant, we stopped at this feed yard to see how our mules were 
faring. They were tied to the fence dose together and I could 
not see a spear of hay near either of them. I spoke to the man 
in charge saying, "You have tied our mules, but you have forgotten 
to feed them hay." He answered that he had fed them but that 
they had eaten it all up. I told him to give them some more. He 
replied* in this way: "1 will give them more, but I want you to 
understand that I charge forty cents per pound for hay.' I told 



64 THE HISTORY OF IDAHO 

him to go on and feed them and I would pay for it. We went to 
the restaurant and were back in half an honr. I called for the 
amount I owed him for feeding the two mules. The bill amounted 
to thirteen dollars and sixty cents^ the man claiming he had fed 
the mules just thirty-four pounds of hay. I paid the bill and 
we started for camp where mules could eat the grass that nature 
provided free of charge. 

Considering the variety and different classes of people^ also the 
number of saloons and the amount of gambling carried on in 
these mining camps^ the general conduct of the people was good. 
True^ there was occasionally a tough character^ but they were few^ 
all things considered. 

The mines were generally worked by shoveling the dirt and 
gravel into a string of sluice boxes or sometimes rockers. The 
gold was what might be termed "coarse^ fine gold/' and was easily 
saved by having a number of slats put in across the sluice boxes. 
The water would carry the dirt and gravel down the sluice boxes 
and the gold would settle to the bottom and lodge against one of 
these cross riffles or slats in the sluice boxes. When they wished 
to clean up^ they would stop shoveling in the boxes^ turn the water 
off, scrape up whatever was lodged against these riffles in the 
sluice boxes^ wash or pan it out^ then they would have the clean 
gold. After dr3ring it^ they could weigh it in gold scales and tell 
what they were making per day. 

These clean-ups were generally satisfactory^ usually amounting 
from ten to one hundred dollars per day for each day's work. 
This gold had combined with it a considerable amount of silver 
which reduced its market or coin value down to from fourteen to 
sixteen dollars per ounce. We have no accurate means of know- 
ing the amount taken from these mines in 1863^ but it is esti- 
mated at about five million dollars. 



CHAPTER XIII. 

DI8COTBRT OF GOLD IN OWTHBB AND ROCKY BAR. 

On May 18^ 1863^ about twenty-eight men on a prospecting tour^ 
led by Michael Jordan^ camped on what is now called Jordan 
Creek in Owyhee County^ about six miles below where Booneville 
now stands^ and began to prospect for placer mines. They pros- 
pected the creek for a few miles below their camp and for ten 
miles up the creek^ finding very good prospects all along the 
creek. After a few days, some of these men returned to the 
Boise Basin for supplies and when they came back, there was a 
rush of miners for these mines and soon all of the creek was lo- 
cated. This creek is a small stream, excepting in the Spring when 
the snows are melting. 

The towns of Booneville and Ruby City were located on this 
stream for trading posts. The former place was located by a 
man by the name of Boone, hence the name. As for the other 
little town, the name was given because some quartz had been dis- 
covered there that contained ruby silver. 

These placer mines were not very extensive, being confined 
mostly to the creek, the bottom land and the bars. The moun- 
tains came down close on either side so the strip was quite narrow. 
The quality of the gold was medium coarse and was very pretty, 
but owing to a larg^ amount of silver combined with the gold, the 
value was only about twelve dollars to the ounce. As these placer 
mines were easily worked and not very extensive, by the second 
year they were almost worked out but in the meantime, many of 
the prospectors had discovered and located good quartz claims. 

The same year, 1863, some prospecting was done up the South 
Fork of the Boise River and its tributaries at and near what is now 
known as Rocky Bar, then in Alturas County, now Elmore County. 
Some placer gold was found on Boise River and its tributaries, 
but neither very rich nor extensive. 

Another town was located and named Esmeralda and became 
the county seat of Alturas County. Quite a number of good gold 
quartz ledges were discovered in this camp, which proved to be 
better than the placer mines. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

THB MURDBR OF LLOTD MAORUDBR AND OTHERS BY LOWRT, HOWARD 

AND ROMAIN THBIR CAPTURE AND RETURN BY HILL BEACHY 

THEIR TRIAL^ CONVICTION AND EXECUTION 

AT LEWISTON, IDAHO. 

Lloyd Magmder was a prominent packer and trader in the 
northern and northeastern mining camps in Idaho Territory^ whose 
headquarters was at Lewiston^ which place is situated on llie north 
bank of Snake Biver at the junction of Clearwater River with 
Snake River in Idaho. In August^ 1863^ Mr. Magruder pur- 
chased a cargo of miners' supplies and loaded his pack train of 
some sixty to seventy mules, to pack into and sell in the mining 
camp of Virginia City, then in Idaho, now in Montana, a distance 
from Lewiston of about 800 miles. 

At that time the late Hill Beachy was keeping the principal hotel 
in Lewiston. He and Magmder were old acquaintances and warm 
friends. After Mr. Magruder had loaded his train of mules and 
started them out on the trail, leaving his men in charge, he turned 
and rode to Mr. Beachy's hotel to bid his old-time friend good-bye, 
expecting to return in about three months to meet his family and 
friends that he was leaving behind. It is said that Mr. Beachy 
was talking to his wife about Mr. Magruder when the latter rode 
up to bid him good-bye. Mr. Beachy had said to his wife that he 
had had a dream the night before about his friend Magruder that 
troubled him very much. He dreamed that his friend had been at- 
tacked in the mountains and had been murdered and robbed. How- 
ever, he exchange g^reetings with Mr. Magruder cheerfully, and 
before he left, Mr. Beachy loaned Mr. Magruder a fine gun for him 
to take on his trip. 

The trail which Mr. Magruder had to travel over was through a 
wild, unsettled, mountainous country, but was passable for pack 
and saddle animals. Mr. Magruder with his men and pack animals 
moved along without any accident worthy of note, making the 
usual drives for pack animals of from ten to fifteen miles per day, 
until within a few days' travel of his destination, when they were 
overtaken by a party of men on horseback from Lewiston. There ap- 
pears to have been eight in the party, most of whom Magruder 
had met in Lewiston, but he knew nothing of the character of any 
of these men. They all seemed pleased to overtake Mr. Magruder 
and willing to help him with his packing the balance of the trip, 
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and all the pay they asked was their grub. Everjthiiig went on 
smoothly and weU. They reached their destination all right. Mr. 
Magrader opened up his goods for sale in Virginia City^ which was 
then a new and rich placer mining camp. Money was plentiful 
among the miners^ but supplies were scarce^ so Mr. Magruder 
found sale for his goods at good prices. 

Of the men who had overtaken Magruder^ D. C. Lowry^ David 
Howard and James Remain belonged to the class called "road 
agents^" or murderous robbers. Wm. Page was a mountaineer trap- 
per and sometimes worked at mining; Bob Zachary and three oth- 
ers whose names are unknown, were miners. They left Magruder 
on their arrival at Virginia City and went to work mining. The 
other four hung around Magruder's camp, assisted him some in 
taking care of his pack animals and watched the rapid sale of his 
goods and the large amounts of gold dust taken in by him for the 
sale of his goods, stopping and boarding most of the time at Ma- 
grudet's camp. 

About the middle of October, Mr. Magruder had sold out the 
last of his goods and desired to return to Lewiston with his pack 
train as soon as possible, before snow fell and obstructed travel on 
the mountain trail that it was necessary for him to travel in order 
to reach his home. In the meantime, the men who had helped him 
pack through from Lewiston had quit and gone to work in the 
mines. Here Magruder now had some twenty-five to thirty thou- 
sand dollars of gold coin and gold dust and a larg^ train of pack 
mules, all of which he wanted to get to Lewiston, and the only way 
was over the long mountainous trail that he had come in on, where 
there were no settlements and t)ut little travel. The first thing to be 
done was to get help to drive his pack train, care for them and help 
to protect his treasure. The three men before mentioned, Lowry, 
Howard and Remain, had acted so clever with Magruder that he had 
come to the conclusion that they were very good men and they 
seemed willing to go back with Magruder to Lewiston and help 
him get his train through, so they were engaged, and so was Wil- 
liam Page, the trapper, who had come with the other three. In ad- 
dition to these four, Mr. Magruder engag^ a Mr. Phillips and a 
Mr. Allen and also two young men from Missouri, names unknown, 
who had been mining and were supposed to have about two thou- 
sand dollars each in gold dust, making a crew of eight besides him- 
self. 

They started out; ever3i;hing went well until they had gotten 
about two-thirds of the way to Lewiston. They camped neay the 
summit of a mountain, near a spring on one side of the camp, and 
a deep canyon on the other side. 
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It appears from the testimony, that an agreement had been made 
between Howard, Lowry and Bomain, that at this camp they would 
kill Mr. Magruder, Phillips, Allen and the two yonng men from 
Missouri. They decided not to Idll William Page, the mountain 
trapper, as he was so well acquainted with all the mountain trails 
that he might be of service to them. 

As near as can be ascertained. Page was put on guard duty that 
night with the animals and was told what was going to to be done 
and ordered to keep his mouth shut under penalty of death, and a 
further promise of an equal division of the money they expected 
to get if he did as directed, which he did. Magruder and Lowry 
were on g^rd away from camp a short distance. Phillips, Allen 
and the other two young men were in bed, supposed to be asleep. 
Between ten and eleven o'clock, Lowry managed to get up close 
behind Magruder with an axe which he had concealed, and struck 
Magruder a powerful blow on the head which knocked him sense- 
less to the g^und. Lowry followed up his murderous assault with 
more blows, then went quickly to the camp where he, Howard and 
Romain soon killed the other four that were sleeping, in the same 
way. Page, who was watching the mules nearby, claims that he 
saw all of these murders committed. 

The next thing, after securing the money, was to pick out some 
of the best mules to ride, and then drive the balance of them into 
the deep canyon and kill them, then to tie up the dead men into 
blankets and roll them over a steep precipice into the canyon, 
then to bum up all the camp equipage, including apparahoes, ropes, 
etc. All this time these murderers were wearing moccasins on their 
feet (with which they had supplied themselves) to make it appear 
to any persons who might come that way that Indians had com- 
mitted the foul murders. 

Then with the money and a small amount of provisions, they 
started, mounted on the best animals in the train, one of them on 
Mr. Magruder's fine saddle mule and his elegant saddle. They 
expected to ford the Clearwater River above Lewiston and keep 
down on the west side of Snake River, but they were disappointed 
in that. Cold weather had set in and there was so much ice in the 
river they feared to undertake to ford it, so they came into Lew- 
iston after night, disguising themselves as best they could. They 
left their animals with a stock-ranchman and took the stag^ for 
Walla Walla before day next morning, under fictitious names. On 
arriving in Walla Walla, a distance of eighty-five miles from Lew- 
iston, they boarded another stage for Wallula, a distance of thirty- 
one miles. Here they boarded a steam boat on the Columbia River, 
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went to Portland, remained there a few days, and took the first 
ocean steamer for San Francisco, California. 

Mr. Beachy was so firmly convinced in his own mind that the 
men who had come into Lewiston in the night and left in dis- 
guise by stage before day, had mnrdered his friend Magruder 
that he went before the proper officer and made complaint, had a 
warrant issued for their arrest and himself appointed a deputy 
sheriff to make the arrest, got a requisition from the Goyemor 
(who was then residing in Lewiston) for the men, on the Gover- 
nors of Washington Territory, Oregon and California, at any 
place they might be found, and would have started the next day 
after them, but many of his friends thought he was too hasty, 
and had better wait a few days more for news of Magruder, as it 
was not quite time for him to come in, from the last reports from 
him. 

After a few days, Mr. Beachy heard of these supposed mur- 
derers having left some animals to be put out on a ranch. He had the 
animals and saddles brought into Lewiston for examination. As 
soon as he saw them he recognized Mr. Magruder's fine saddle 
mule and saddle, and a number of others also recognized the ani- 
mals as Magruder's. This removed all doubt and Mr. Beachy 
prepared to start at once. 

Just before he started, some packers came in from the same 
place that Magruder had started from, and from them it was 
learned that Magruder had left three days before they had, to 
travel the same trail. They had not seen or heard of lum on the 
trail. These packers also stated that Lowry, Howard, Remain and 
Page and four other men were with Mag^der and that they all 
expected to come through with him to Lewiston. This with the 
silent evidence furnished by the presence of some of Magruder's 
mules and his riding saddle, seemed to remove all doubt and point 
straight to the four men who had brought the mules in and took 
the stage in the night, and to fully confirm in the minds of Mr. 
Beachy and many others that Lowry, Howard, Remain and Page 
were tiie men that had gone by stage to Walla Walla a few nights 
before, and that they were the men that had murdered Magruder 
and party. 

Mr. Beachy engaged Tom Pike to go with him. They took a 
private conveyance for Walla Walla, changing horses several times 
on the road. From Walla Walla they went to Wallula, thence to 
Portland by steamer. Here they learned that four men answering 
the description of the men wanted, had been in Portland a few 
days, but had left by steamer for San Francisco the day before, 
and while in Portland they had been drinking and gambling and 
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exhibited a large amount of gold dnst^ a few thousand dollars of 
which they had deposited in faro banks. At that time the steam- 
ers did not run but three or four times per month between Port- 
land and San Francisco^ so Mr. Beachy left Mr. Pike to go down 
the Columbia River and search the small towns along the Washings 
ton coasts for fear they might have gotten off the steamer^ and if 
he failed to find them^ to take the next ocean stamer for San 
Francisco^ and he (Beachy) took the stage overland for San 
Francisco. 

Mr. Beachy reached Yreka by stage after three days and 
nights' hard traveling. This was the northern end of the tele- 
graph line at that date^ 1868. Here Mr. Beachy telegraphed a 
description of the four men to the chief of police at San Francisco, 
with instructions, if found, to arrest and hold them until he got 
there. Captain Lees, chief of police, soon located the four men, 
arrested and confined them in prison to await Beachy's arrival. In 
the meantime. Captain Lees had learned that these men had de- 
posited a large amount of gold dust in the United States Mint for 
coinage. This was a strong circumstance against the men. 

After a few days Mr. Beachy arrived, almost worn out with fa- 
tigue and loss of sleep, but his courage had not waned in the least. 
The first thing he did on his arrival was to hunt up the chief of 
police, when he was informed by the police that he had the men 
safe. Beachy would not rest a moment until he was conducted to 
the place of their confinement, and the men were shown to him. 
He recognized them all as the men he was after. They also rec- 
ognized Mr. Beachy. They exchanged greetings and Mr. Beachy 
told the men that he had charged them with the murder of Mr. 
Magpruder and others, and that he had come with the necessary 
papers to take them back to Lewiston, Idaho, to be tried for 
murder. Lowry, Howard and Romain protested that they knew 
nothing of the Magrudy murder, and even made some threats 
against Beachy, that when they got out they would get even with 
him for the trouble he was making for them. Mr. Beachy, with 
his accustomed coolness, replied that they would not get out of 
this scrape, but that they should have a fair trial. Page made 
some signs to Beachy, which indicated to Beachy that he (Page) 
would tell all about what they had done if he was given a chance 
to speak separate and away from the other three. This oppor- 
tunity was afforded him soon after, and he told the whole story of 
the murder of Magruder and others as recited before in this chap- 
ter. 

These three murderers gave Mr. Beachy some little trouble by 
applying through an attorney to the court for a writ of habeas 



MURDER OF MAGRUDER 71 

corpus to discharge them^ bat it was very promptly denied by the 
court. By this time Tom Pike had arrived^ so Mr. Beachy en- 
gaged Captain Lees^ and he (Beachy) Pike and Captain Lees 
brought the four men safely to Lewiston. They were met on the 
bank of the river near the town by a large crowd of good citizens 
who had become convinced beyond any doubt that Mr. Beachy had 
the men that had committed the murder, so they met them with a 
rope for each man, prepared to make a short job of dealing out jus- 
tice to them. But Mr. Beachy said, "No, gentlemen, I have given 
my word to the Judge and the Governor of California and to Cap- 
tain Lees, and also to these men, that they shall have a fair trial 
by a court and a jury, and I want to keep my promise." The voice 
of no man, save and except Beachy's, could have caused these peo- 
ple to halt in their determination to execute the criminals on the 
spot. But they all respected, loved and admired Mr. Beachy for 
the many noble things he had done, and especially for what he had 
done in bringing these men to the bar of justice. When Mr. Beachy 
finished his short but firm talk, order was restored and the people 
repaired to their respective avocations, satisfied that what Mr. 
Beachy said was right and they would not interfere in any way to 
obstruct the ends of justice to be dealt out by the courts. The men 
were confined and safely guarded. 

Mr. Beachy arrived in Lewiston with his prisoners about the 7th 
of December, 1868, and the first term of the District Court held in 
the Territory of Idaho met in Lewiston about the 5th of January, 
1864, Judge Samuel C. Parks, presiding. A grand jury was called. 
Wm. Page, the old trapper and miner, was allowed to testify as a 
witness. He told the story of the murders committed as related be- 
fore. Mr. Mag^uder's mules, saddle and the gold dust the prisoners 
had, all went to corroborate Page's testimony. It was shown by 
other testimony that Magruder and men left the mining camp after 
he had sold his goods for a large amount of money and had started 
for Lewiston, but had not arrived and had not been heard of, only 
what Page had told. With the corroborating testimony, it seemed 
there could be no doubt about the truth of Page's testimony. The 
reason that no attempt was made to go to the place where the mas- 
sacre took place was that before they learned of the location, the 
snow had fallen many feet deep and the trail was impassable. The 
following summer when the snow had melted, Mr. Beachy, Mr. 
Page and others went to the place where the murders had been com- 
mitted and found the skeletons of the men, mules and everything 
just as Page had described it. 

The grand jury indicted the three men, Lowry, Howard and Ro- 
main. They were put on trial before a fair and competent judge 
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and a jury of good men. They were found guilty of mnrder in 
the first degree. The late MUton Eelly^ £. T. Gray and Wm. C. 
Rheam acted the part of prosecutors for the Territory^ and the late 
W. W. Thayer of Oregon^ and John W. Anderson^ defended the 
prisoners. Over one hundred and fifty men were sununoned for 
jurors before twelve men were ag^reed upon^ and several days' time 
was consumed in getting the jury. On the Idth day of January^ 
1864^ the jury was sworn to try the case. The trial was contested 
closely by both the prosecution and the defense and lasted four 
days. On January 26th^ 1864^ the prisoners were brought into 
court for sentence. We here give Judge Parks' talk to the priso- 
ners for the same reason that the Honorable Judge made the talk^ 
namely^ that it may tend to deter others from committing like or 
other crimes. 

Judge Parks said: 

"The duty which I am now called upon to perform is one of the 
most painful of my life. I am to pronounce a sentence which will 
consign to an early and infamous death three young men^ each in 
the prime of life and strength. A few years since you left your 
homes, all respectable, all with useful and honorable occupations, 
all with high hopes and all the objects of the love of relatives and 
friends. You had more than ordinary energy and intelligence and 
might have made useful and influential men in your day and gen- 
eration, been respected and upheld by all g^ood dtisens. How dif- 
ferent is the picture you present today! You are degpraded and 
abandoned, outcast, universally regarded as the implacable enemies 
of humanity. You have not only the Territory of Idaho, but all 
civilized society combined against you. I do not say these things 
to reproach you, but from a sense of duty. Punishment is inflicted 
even upon the worst of criminals, not in a spirit of vengeance nor 
to expatiate or atone for these crimes, but to prevent such offenses 
in the future, partly by taking away from them the power to do 
further mischief, but principally by deterring others by their ex- 
ample. In this regard it is right that your lives and crimes should 
be commented upon and your dreadful end held up as a warning 
to all evil doers. Your history demonstrates clearly the ruinous 
effects of idleness and bad company. Yon abandoned your occu- 
pations to hang around saloons, gambling houses and low haunts of 
vice. You became the associates of gamblers and then gamblers 
yourselves. As there is but one step from gambling to stealing, you 
soon became thieves, then robbers and then murderers, of course, 
and you have closed your career by one of the most awful trage- 
dies ever recorded, one which when it shall be known in all its hor- 
rible details, will cause the ear of humanity to tingle. 
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What a warning is tliis to all men to follow respectable pursuits 
and to avoid the haunts of vice and the dens of the gambler. Upon 
all these sinks of iniquiiy should be written in letters of fire^ 'This 
is the way to hell^ going down to the chambers of death/ 

"Another thing in your history illustrates and the lesson should 
not be lost upon all men inclined to follow in your ways it is that 
there is no security to any man in the conmiission of such crimes^ 
no matter how wild or remote the place of commission. You vainly 
thought that by the murder of your fellow travelers you secured 
silence and safety. You burned the blood of Magruder that it 
might not reveal your guilty but like the blood of Abel, it cried to 
God against you and the cry was heard and answered. Providence 
has not imparted wisdom to guilt and the very means employed by 
you to escape^ led to suspicion^ pursuit and detection. It is a 
strange coincidence that your conduct first excited the suspicions of 
one of Magruder's friends ; that he followed and brought you back 
here that you have been tried and condemned dose to the desolate 
home of the murdered man and in sight and hearing of his widowed 
wife and orphan children. The robber and the murderer may learn 
from your fate that there is no safety for them and that the way 
of the transgressor is indeed hard. If such men have expected 
immunity in crime here^ let them know that the reign of law and 
order has commenced^ even in this remote region; that where bad 
men array themselves against society^ they encounter a power they 
can neither resist nor escape^ and that the punishment of the law 
will be visited upon them. 

"You have had a fair trial and been legally convicted and your 
punishment will be just. It is my duiy to tell you there is no hope 
of pardon or escape ; the law gives you but a few days to live. Let 
me advise you to employ that time in making what reparation you 
can for the evil you have done and in preparing for trial before 
that Great Judge at whose bar you will soon standi whose laws as 
well as those of men you have violated; whose goodness you have 
abused and whose power you have defied; and it will be the prayer 
of all good men that in your final trial you may find a merciful 
Judge and that your crimes^ numerous and great as they have been^ 
may be forgiven." 

The Judge then sentenced the three convicted men^ G. C. Lowry^ 
David Renton^ alias Howard^ and James Roumain^ to be hanged on 
March 4th^ 1864^ by the neck until dead. These three men were 
duly executed in Lewiston in accordance with the sentence pro- 
nounced upon them by Judge Samuel C. Parks. 

Mr. Hill Beachy saw to it that these prisoners were well guarded 
and well treated and that they had a fair trial and that they were 
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.properly execated and buried. The writer of this was well ac- 
qoainted with Hill Beachy and can saj from a business acquain- 
tance with him of several years that he was a man possessed with 
a high grade of intelligence and was the sonl of honor^ was untir- 
ing and undaunted in his efforts towards what he believed to be 
right. I never knew him to go wrong. In shorty he was one of the 
noble works of God — ^an honesty industrious^ good man. Had it not 
been for his brave^ generous and untiring efforts to overhaul and 
bring those murderers to the bar of justice^ they would most likely 
have all escaped. 

In due coure of time the gold dust that had been deposited in 
the mint at San Francisco by these bad men^ through the efforts of 
Mr. Beachy^ was paid over to Mr. Magruder's widow and children. 

Our first legislature was in session at Lewiston during the trial of 
these men and became acquainted with all the facts and the part 
that Mr. Beachy had acted in the case^ and without any solicitation 
on his part^ they passed a bill appropriating six thousand two hun- 
dred and forty-four dollars to be paid out of the Territorial treas- 
ury to Hill Beachy for services and for money expended by him 
in the pursuit and capture and return of these men. (See 1st Ses- 
sion Laws^ pp. 625 and 626. Approved February %, 1864.) 

The Judge ordered that the expense of the keeping and trial of 
these men should be paid by the Territory, which amounted to 
$3,453,809 which amount was retained out of the Territorial por- 
tion of property, poll and license tax due the Territory from Nez 
Perce County for the years 1864 and 1865, and paid to the hold- 
ers of the indebtedness, making the whole expense of this outrageous 
murder cost $9^697.80. When we consider the great expense of 
following up these men to San Francisco, more than a thousand 
miles, and bringing them back to Lewiston and guarding them until 
tried, convicted and executed, and the high prices that prevailed in 
those days, the expense seems small. 

William Page, the man who turned State's evidence, was allowed 
to go free. It is said that he was killed a few years later by some 
unknown person. 

This closes the imperfect history of one of the most brutal and 
uncalled for murders that was ever committed by white men. 

Hill Beachy for several years after this engaged in the stage 
business in Southern Idaho and Nevada and also in mining at Sil- 
ver Ciiy, Owyhee County, Idaho. He died in 1874, while yet in 
the prime of life. May he rest in peace from his honorable earthly 
labors ! 

In the latter part of May, 1864, Hill Beachy, in company with 
six other men, took Page and went to the place where Mr. Magru- 
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der and the others were murdered. The following aocount of the 
snccessful search for the bodies of those ill-fated gentlemen was 
published in the Lewiston "Age" of Jnne 11th: 

"Editor Age: Sir — ^For the satisfaction of the reading public^ 
we thought it proper to give a little history of facts in regard to a 
journey made in search of Magruder and party^ or of what little 
remained of those who were once our dear friends. We left Elk 
City^ 29th of May^ made Red River Meadows and spent the •ven- 
ing with our friend^ George Zeigel. 

"May 80th. — Made what is known as the Mountain Meadows^ 
where we camped. The snow had nearly disappeared^ but we were 
obliged to tie our horses^ as there was scarcely a vestige of any- 
thing green to be seen. 

"May 81st. — ^Made a start at 4 o'clock in the morning; we made 
Little Salmon about 11 a. m.^ where we camped^ and prospected 
for grass. In the afternoon we moved camp some three miles up 
the Little Salmon^ where we camped for the night. Page expressed 
some uneasiness^ for he hardly knew where he was^ but he left 
camp and was absent some three hours. While gone^ he discovered 
the little prairie where they camped the first night after the murder 
of Magruder and party; there he found the leggins they left^ 
and he knew where he was. 

"June 1st. — ^We made a start at half past 4 a. m. After some 
eight or ten miles travel^ wet met a Mr. Adams on his way from 
Bitter Root^ and^ as he had the misfortune to lose his provisions in 
crossing the Bitter Root River^ he was as much pleased to meet us 
as we were him. He returned with us to the fatal spot where Ma- 
gruder and party fell victims to the demons in human shape. We 
arrived at the spot after a long and tedious ride. About 4 o'clock 
p. u. we unsaddled our animals^ and proceeded to search for the re- 
mains. The first thing discovered was the gunnysack of tin cups^ 
coffee pots^ etc.^ which all who heard the evidence of Page at the 
trial of Renton^ Lowry and Romain^ will remember as being de- 
scribed by him. The next discovery was the blankets which were 
wound 'round the bodies of the two brothers. The next discovery 
was the tent and blankets which Allen and Phillips were lashed up 
in. These we searched with care. We found in the pockets of Allen 
a portmonie^ in which we found two twenty-five cent pieces^ Ameri- 
can coin^ a gold ring^ a thimble and some needles. We also found 
Allen's watch. We found Phillips' hat; Holt knew it to be Phil- 
lips'. Page knew the pants to be Allen's^ in which was found the 
portmonie. We also found pieces of skull bones in this particular 
spot^ and some hair said to be^ by those who knew^ Allen's^ also the 
under jaw of Allen or Phillips. We also found the under jaw of 
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one of the brothers^ or snpposed to be^ as it was near the blankets 
which once encased their bodies. We also fonnd two bine jean 
coats^ in one of which was found the memorandum book^ which 
shows that the two brothers had $lfi5S,7S on their persons when 
they started for Oregon with Magruder and party. We found in 
camp^ near the spot where Page saw Allen shot^ a piece of his 
skull^ supposed to have been blown off with the shot-g^. We 
found the quartz specimens which were taken from Magruder's 
cantinas^ and thrown away by one of the villains. We found the 
rings^ buckles^ etc.^ as described by Page^ buried in the ashes. We 
then repaired to the spot where Magruder received that fatal blow^ 
or^ we may say^ blows^ for we found several pieces of his skull 
which was literally hacked to pieces. Oh^ what an awful sight ! He 
was murdered nearly a half mile from the others. His coat and 
vest were somewhat torn by the wolves^ but enough was left so 
that they looked quite natural. We then went with Page to the 
spot where he had thrown the guns. We there found Mr. Beachy's 
gun^ the one he had loaned to Magruder^ and found it to be loaded^ 
but the caps had been removed. We also found the gun which Page 
said belonged to one of the brothers^ also one rifle and the shot- 
gun which Page said was once Remain's. We found other relics 
and things much as described by Page. It makes the heart sick to 
think of this horrible tragedy. On our return^ we went to the 
spot which had been described by Page^ and found the remains of 
the slaughtered animals. We hope never to witness such a sight 
again. 
(Signed) 

"A. J. COFFIN, 
"DAVID REESE, 
"MATTHEW ADAMS, 
"HILL BEACHY, 
"L. O. HOLT, 
"JAMES SMITH, 
"JOEL D. MARTIN." 



CHAPTER XV. 

FIRST 8B88ION OF THE IDAHO LBOISLATURB. 

The names of the members of the first session of the Territorial 
Legislature of Idaho are as follows: 

MBUBSRS OF THB COUNCIL. 

E. B. Waterbnry First District 

Stanford Capps First District 

Lyman Standf ord First District 

Joseph Miller Second District 

Ephriam Smith Second District 

Wm. C. Rheem Third District 

A. J. Edwards Third District 

President^ Joseph Miller. 

HOUSE OF RSPRXSSNTATITXS. 

Joseph Tufts Beayerhead District 

C. P. Bodfish Boise County 

M. C. Brown Boise Couniy 

R. P. Campbell Boise County 

Milton Kelley Boise County 

W. F. Keithly Boise County 

L. C. Miller East Bannock District 

Alonzo Leland Idaho County 

John Wood Idaho County 

L. Bacon Nez Perce County 

James A. Orr Shoshone County 

Speaker^ James Tufts. 

The first session of the Idaho Legislature met at Lewiston^ Idaho^ 
on the 7th da^ of December^ A. D. 1B6S, and held session for sixty 
days, as provided by Section 4 of the Organic Act. (See p. SO, 
1st Session Laws of Idaho Territory.) This brought the time for 
adjournment to February 4, 1864. During this session, the leg- 
islature made a general assortment of laws which, when printed, 
made a volume of 610 pages, exclusive of the index and a number 
of United States laws published in the same volume. Of these 
various laws enacted at this session, we will call the attention of 
the reader to a few, not with the intention of casting any reflection 
upon this honorable body of law-makers, but merely to show the 
reader that they were up-to-^te men and were equal to any emer- 
gency in the line of legislation. 
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The first we will notice is the creation of counties^ and first in 
this line was the creation of Owyhee County. The boundaries were 
as follows: "All parts of said Territory lying south of Snake 
River and west of the Rocky Mountain chain^ be and the same is 
hereby organized into a county to be called Owyhee. That the 
county seat of the said County of Owyhee shall be^ until otherwise 
ordered^ at such place as the county commissioners of said county 
may select.' This act was approved December SI, 1863. Soon 
after this^ on January 22^ 1864^ an act was approved dividing this 
couniy by a north and south line and creating the County of Oneida 
out of the eastern portion of Owyhee^ which division put into 
Oneida Couniy all of what is now Oneida^ Bear Lake^ Bannock^ 
Bingham and Fremont counties. The couniy seat of Oneida County 
was located at Soda Springs. 

Next comes an act creating ten counties east of the Bitter Root 
or Rocky Mountains^ and fixiog the boundary lines; Missoula 
County with the county seat at Wardensville^ Deer Lodge County^ 
with the couniy seat at Idaho Ciiy (near the Cottonwood Fork of 
Deer Lodge River) ; Beaver Head Couniy^ with the couniy seat at 
Bannock Ciiy; Madison County^ with the county seat at Virginia 
City; Jefferson County^ with the couniy seat at Gallatin; Choteau 
County^ with the county seat at Fort Benton; Dawson Couniy^ 
with the couniy seat at Fort Andrews; Big Horn County^ couniy 
seat to be located by commissioners; Ogalala County^ with the 
county seat at Fort Laramie; Yellowstone County^ with the couniy 
seat to be located by commissioners. 

These counties were all created and their boundary lines defined 
in one act^ which was approved January 16^ 1864. It is rather 
amusing to think what exeprts these first legislators were in cre- 
ating counties. They created and fixed the boundary lines and lo- 
cated ten counties in one act^ covering less than four pages^ giving 
one section of the act to each county. 

Just sixty days after the approval of this act^ Congress comes in 
with one of her sweeping territorial organizations and detaches all 
the territory embraced in these ten counties and makes Montana 
Territory out of them^ with a little more added. 

The next we have on the county business is an act defining the 
boundary lines of counties west of the Rocky Mountains. Section 
1 defines the boundary lines and organizes Nez Perce County but 
says nothing about the county seat. Section 2 defines the boun- 
dary lines and organizes Shoshone Couniy^ but does not locate a 
county seat. Section S defines the boundary lines and organizes 
Idaho County but does not locate the county seat. Section 4 de- 
fines the boundary lines and creates Boise County, but does not 
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locate the county seat. Section 5 defines the boundarj lines and or- 
ganizes Alturas County and locates the county seat at Esmeralda. 
Section 6 readjusts the boundary lines of Owyhee County and or- 
ganizes Owyhee County with the county seat at Ruby City. This 
was all done in one act^ and was approved February 4t, lS64t, the 
last day of the first session of the legislative assembly of the Ter- 
ritory of Idaho. 

The act of Congress organizing the Territory of Idaho and fix- 
ing the salaries of the federal officials of the Territory is as fol- 
lows: Governor^ Chief Justice and two Associate Justices of the 
courts at $2500 per annum^ each^ to be paid quarterly. Territorial 
Secretary at $2^000 per annum. The members of the legislature 
and the chief clerks, $4 per day and twenty cents per mile each 
way for members traveling. The assistant clerk and other attaches 
were to receive $3 per day. 

These salaries did not seem to comport with the digniiy of the 
honorable members of the legislature^ as living was rather expen- 
sive and the currency which Uncle Sam paid was under par at that 
time. The assessable property in the Territory was less than 
three million dollars, but these federal officers and legislative solons 
had to have more money, so they passed an act making an appro- 
priation out of the Territorial treasury to pay additional amounts 
above that paid by the United States. These additions were as 
follows: To the Governor and each of the three Justices of the 
court, $2500 each per annum, and to the Territorial Secretary 
$1,500 per annum, and the per diem compensation of the members 
and attaches of the legislative assembly was increased as follows: 
To each member of the legislative assembly, $6 per day, and to 
each of the chief clerks, $6 per day; to each of the assistant, en- 
grossing and enrolling clerks, $5 per day, and to the chaplains of 
each branch of the legislative assembly, the sum of $8 per day; to 
each of the sergeant at arms and the doorkeeper, $4 per day; to 
each page, $8 per day; the increased salary to the federal officials 
to be paid quarterly, the increase per diem to the members and 
attaches of the legislature to be paid at the end of each week dur- 
ing the session. (See pages 627 and 628, 1st Session Laws, ap- 
proved January 18, 1864.) 

These bills were paid in warrants drawn by the Territorial Comp- 
troller on the Territorial Treasurer and when presented were reg- 
istered and drew ten per cent, interest until paid. It took time and 
oppressive taxation to redeem them, for this law continued in force 
for several years, until at last the Congress of the United States 
put a veto on it. 

Notwithstanding these seemingly extravagant appropriations, this 
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legislative body seemed pioasly inclined^ for they passed an act^ the 
title of which is^ "An Act for the Better Observance of the Lord's 
Day/' "Section 1. No person shall keep open any play house or 
theater^ race ground^ cock pit or play at any game of chance or 
engage in any noisy amusement on the first day of the week^ com- 
monly called the Lord's Day. Violating these provisions is pun- 
ishable by fine not less than thirty dollars nor more than two hun- 
dred dollars." Approved January 2S, 1864. (See 1st Session 
Laws^ p. 602.) 

Another purity act was passed^ the title of which is^ "An Act to 
Prohibit Marriages and Cohabitation of Whites with Indians^ Chi- 
nese and Persons of African Descent." This act is very severe on 
whites who marry or cohabit with any of the races mentioned in 
the title of the act^ the least penalty being one year in the Terri- 
torial prison. This act was approved January 6th9 1864. (See 1st 
Session Laws^ p. 604.) The question arises^ has either of these 
acts ever been repealed or were they ever enforced? 

This legislature passed quite a number of acts^ among which is 
a very lengthy criminal practice act^ a civil practice act^ an act 
defining crimes and punishment^ an act fixing the time for the 
election and fixing the number of county and precinct officers for 
each county and defining the duties of officers. They also passed 
a liberal amount of franchises for toll roads^ bridges and ferries 
and several incorporation acts for towns. In fact^ they seemed 
to enact into law almost everything that was brought before them 
for their legislative consideration^ the majoriiy of which laws have 
been repealed or amended. 

In the meantime our very active Governor had run for Congress 
against J. M. Cannady^ Democratic nominee. It has been whis- 
pered aloud that Cannady received the more votes, but the Gover- 
nor being of the returning board, for some reason received the cer- 
tificate of election and went to Washing^ton, but never returned to 
Idaho to remain. William H. Wallace having resigned the office 
of Governor for the more lucrative and agreeable position of del- 
egate to Congress, under the Organic Act of Congress creating a 
government for Idaho Territory, it was provided "that in case of 
the death, removal, resignation or absence of the Governor from 
the Territory, the Secretary shall be and is hereby authorized and 
required to execute and perform all the powers and duties of the 
Governor during such vacancy or absence or until another Gover- 
nor shall be duly appointed and qualified to fill such vacancy." (See 
Section S, Organic Act.) William B. Daniels having been ap- 
pointed Secretary on March 10th, 1868, when Governor Wallace 
left the Territory, he became the acting Governor of Idaho. The 
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Secretary served in this position all through the first session of the 
Legislataure and until the arrival of Caleb Lyon, who was appoint- 
ed Governor on February 26th^ 1864. 

At the first session of the legislature^ an act was passed dividing 
the Territory into judicial districts, as follows: The First ju- 
dicial district, embracing the counties of Nez Perce, Shoshone and 
Idaho ; the Second, the counties of Boise, Owyhee and Oneida ; and 
the Third, the county of Missoula and all that portion of the Ter- 
ritory lying east of the Rocky Mountains. The Hon. A. C. Smith 
was assigned to the First district; Hon. Samuel C. Parks to the 
Second district, and Hon. Sidney Edgerton, the Chief Justice, to 
the Third district. This seemed to put the Chief Justice on the 
extreme frontier. The courts over which these judges presided 
had jurisdiction over offenses arising from violation of the United 
States laws as well as laws of the Territory. It was also pro- 
vided in the same act that the first six days of each session of these 
courts held at the respective county seats, namely, Lewiston, Idaho 
City and Virg^a City (the latter town in Missoula County, now 
Montana), should be devoted to the trial of cases arising under 
the Constitution and laws of the United States. The Chief Jus- 
tice, however, had very little to do in his district, for it was all 
put into Montana the following year, March 17th, 1864. 

This first legislature passed an act defining all territorial, dis- 
trict, county and precinct officers, and making them all elective, in- 
cluding the Territorial Treasurer, Auditor, Superintendent of 
Schools, District Attorney and members of both branches of the 
legislature; also an act fixing the time of elections to be held on 
the first Monday in September in each year to elect such officers as 
hold office only one year. In the act creating the offices, it was 
provided that the Territorial Treasurer, Auditor, Superintendent of 
Public Instruction, District Attorneys, members of the legislative 
council, county clerks, sheriff, county treasurer, county recorder, 
county assessors, couniy surveyors, county superintendents of 
schools and justices of peace shall hold their offices for two years; 
members of the lower house of the legislature to be elected for one 
year, constables and road supervisors for one year, county com- 
missioners, after the first election, one to be elected at each annual 
election for a term of three years. The reason for holding these 
annual elections seems to have been on account of two provisions 
in the Organic Act, one of which provided that there should be 
annual sessions of the legislature, and the other that the members 
of the lower house should be elected for only one year. 

The first legislature passed an act requiring each county to build 
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a jail^ also an act fixing the time for the meeting of the next legis- 
latore on the second Monday in November^ 1864^ also an act to tax 
the next annual product of mines. 

An attempt was made at this first session to locate the capital 
permanently^ but without success. Below we give the proceedings 
had. 

Much has been said about where the Act of Congress^ approved 
Mach S4t, 1S6S, organizing the Territory of Idaho^ located or fixed 
the capital of said Territory. For the information of those who 
have never read the Act^ we here quote all of that portion of the 
Act that refers to the capital^ as follows: 

"an act to PROYIDB a temporary OOTRRirMBNT FOR THS TSRRITORT 

OF IDAHO. 

"Section 12. And be it further enacted that the legislative as- 
sembly of the Territory of Idaho shall hold its first session at such 
time and place in said Territory as the Governor thereof shall ap- 
point and direct^ and at said first session^ or as soon thereafter as 
ihey may deem expedient^ the Governor and legislative assembly 
shall proceed to locate and establish the seat of government for said 
Territory at such place as they may deem eligible; provided^ that 
the seat of government fixed by the Governor and legislative as- 
sembly shall not be at any time changed except by an act of the 
said assembly^ duly passed^ and which shall be approved^ after due 
notice^ at the first general election thereafter^ by a majoriiy of the 
legal votes cast on that question." 

There does not appear to have been any attempt made in this 
act to locate or fix the capital of Idaho Territory at any particular 
place^ nor does it confer any direct power on the Governor to lo- 
cate the seat of government. It merely authorises him to designate 
some time and place for the first legislative assembly to meet. It 
may very properly be construed to mean that the Governor and 
Secretary of the Territory should meet at the same time and place 
that the legislature is called to meet ; but tliis was not a location of 
the capital within the meaning of the Act of Congress. It was 
merely a place designated by the Governor under the act for the 
legislature to meet until the Governor and the legislature agreed by 
enactment where the capital should be located. In writing on this 
subject once before^ I stated that the Act of Congress seemed to 
place the temporary location either in the Governor's vest pocket or 
else in his fertile brain. 

I will now give the action of the legislature and the Crovernor 
on the location of the capital of Idaho Territory. 

The Governor called the first legislature to meet at Lewiston^ in 
Idaho Territory^ on December 7th^ 1863. They met at the time 
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and place, organized and went to work. They were entitled to 
hold sixty days' session^ under Section 4 of the Act of Congteas, 
for the first session only. The sixty days expired on February 4^ 
1864^ at which time they adjourned sine die. 

The first move made for the location of the capital by the legis- 
lature^ we find on page 12S of the Journal of the House of Rep* 
resentatives of the first session of the legislature^ January 28ihj 
1864^ to wit: "Mr. Campbell introduced House Bill No. 98 for 
the permanent location of the seat of government at Boise Ciiy. 
Passed second reading and on motion was referred to select com- 
mittee. The speaker appointed Messrs. Kelly^ Leland and Miller. 
Printing dispensed with." 

"Monday^ February 1^ 1864. House Journal^ pp. 187 and 189* 
Mr. Kelly from special conmiittee on House Bill No. 98 made the 
following minority report: 'Mr. Speaker^ your committee to whom 
was referred House Bill No. 98^ reports the same back with a 
substitute and recommend its adoption and passage.' 

"Mr. Leland from special committee on House Bill No. 98^ made 
the following minority report: 'Mr. Speaker^ a minoriiy of your 
committee to whom was referred House Bill No. 98^ beg leave to 
report that in the opinion of your minority committee it would not 
become the present legislative assembly to pass upon the question 
of a permanent location of the seat of government of this Terri- 
tory, but it is the opinion of your minority committee that some fu- 
ture legislative assembly with greater and better facilities for se- 
lecting such location^ suited to the wants and best interest of the 
people of Idaho^ and therefore your minoriiy committee would 
recommend that said bill be indefinitely postponed.' 

"Mr. Miller from special committee on House Bill No. 98^ made 
the following minoriiy report: 'Mr. Speaker^ your committee to 
whom was referred House Bill No. 98> beg leave to report the same 
back with the following amendments^ recommending their adop- 
tion and the passage of the bill as amended: strike out the words 
"Boise City in Boise County" and insert the words^ "Virginia City 
in Madison County" instead.' " 

February 2nd^ 1864^ House Journal^ p. 147: 

"House Bill No. 98 for the permanent location of the seat of 
government at Boise City was taken up. Mr. Brown moved the 
adoption of the minority report of the chairman of the committee. 
The question recurred on the original motion^ pending which Mr. 
Wood moved to adjourn. Lost. Mr. Orr moved to adjourn. Lost. 
On motion of Mr. Brown^ further consideration of tiie bill was 
deferred until after the regular order of business on the table was 
gone through with." 
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Same date^ pages 149 and 150: 

"House Bill No. 98^ was taken up^ the motion bearing on the 
adoption of the report of the chairman of the committee to whom 
it was referred^ pending which the house took a recess until five 
o'clock in the evening. The hour having arrived^ the house was 
called to order by the speaker. The yeas and noes were demanded 
on motion to adopt the report with the following result: Yeas^ 
Messrs. Bodfish, Brown^ Campbell^ Keithly^ Kelly^ Leland^ Miller 
and Wood. Noes: Messrs. Bacon^ Orr and Mr. Speaker. So the 
motion prevailed. Mr. Leland gave notice to move to reconsider 
the vote tomorrow. 

'Mr. Leland moved to engross for third reading. 

'Mr. Kelly moved that the bill be considered engrossed and be 
put upon its final passage. Carried. The bill was then read a 
third time and passed by the following vote: Yeas^ Messrs. Bod- 
fish^ Brown^ Campbell^ Keithly^ Kelly^ Miller and Orr. Noes^ 
Messrs^ Bacon^ Leland^ Wood and Mr. Speaker. 

"Mr. Orr gave notice to reconsider the vote tomorrow. Mr. Kelly 
also gave notice to reconsider." 

February Srd, pages 151 and 152. 

"Mr. Orr in accordance with previous notice moved to reconsider 
the vote by which House Bill No. 98 passed yesterday. The yeas 
and noes were demanded^ with the following result: Yeas^ Messrs. 
Wood and Mr. Speaker. Noes^ Messrs. Bacon^ Bodfish^ Brown^ 
Campbell^ Keithly^ Kelly^ Leland^ Miller and Orr. Motion lost. 

"Mr. Leland gave notice that he would during the day^ as per 
previous notice^ move to reconsider the vote by which the minority 
report of the chairman of the committee on House Bill No. 98 was 
adopted yesterday. Motion ruled out of order. 

"Mr. Kelly moved that the clerk be instructed to transmit the 
bill to the council immediately. Carried." 

PROCBBDINOS OF COUNCIL. 

February 8rd^ 1864. Council Journal^ p. 129: 
"Message from the House of Representatives containing House 
Bill No. 98 passed that body and asking concurrence therein. House 
Bill No. 98^ an act for the location of the seat of government of 
the Territory of Idaho. Read first and second times and Mr. 
Capps moved for the indefinite postponement of the bill. The yeas 
and noes being demanded^ were as follows: Yeas^ Messrs. Capps^ 
Edwards and Waterbury. Noes^ Messrs. Stanford^ Rheem^ Smith 
and Mr. President. Motion lost. 

"Mr. Smith moved to suspend the rules in order to read the bill 
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the third time this daj. Mr. Edwards moved the motion to sus- 
pend the roles be laid upon the table. Lost. i 

"The jeas and nays being called on the suspension of the rules^ 
were as follows: Yeas^ Messrs. Rheem, Stanford^ Smith and Mr. j 

President. Nays^ Messrs. Capps^ Edwards^ Waterbury. Motion 
lost. I 

"On motion of Mr. Rheem^ House Bill No. QS was referred to 
committee on counties^ consisting of Messrs. Smithy Stanford and 
Waterbury." i 

February 4th. Page IS%, C. J. 

"Mr. Smithy chairman of conmiittee on counties^ reported favor- 
ably on House Bill No. 98 and recommended its passage. Report ' 
rejected. Mr. Smith moved to suspend the rules. Lost. On mo- 
tion of Mr. Capps^ the bill was indefinitely postponed." 



CHAPTER XVI. 

TROUBLE WITH INDIANS IN 0W7HBS COUNTY IN 1864>. 

In the Spring and Smnmer of 1864^ the Indians in Owyhee 
Connty were troublesome to those who attempted to settle on ranches 
away from the mines. The Indians would steal their stock and 
drive them away^ take everything they conld and sometimes shoot 
the settlers and also people traveling on the road. In the smnmer 
of 1864^ Michael Jordan^ who was one of the discoverers of the 
mines in Owyhee Comiiy the year before^ and who had settled on 
a ranch a few miles from the mines in Jordan Valley (so named 
for Mr. Jordan)^ was troubled greatly by the Indians. At last they 
stole all of his stock and many other things. This was more than 
Mr. Jordan could endure^ so he determined to follow the Indians. 
Fourteen of his friends volunteered to go with him and they started 
on the trail of the Indians and overtook them near the headwaters 
of the Owyhee River^ south of Ruby City. A fight commenced be- 
tween the Indians and white men. The Indians outnumbered the 
whites and also had the advantage of ground. Mr. Jordan was 
shot by the Indians and f ellj mortally wounded. One other man 
was shot through the hand. By this time the Indians were attempt- 
ing to surround them. As soon as Mr. Jordan learned the situa- 
tion^ he called out to the men to leave him^ as he was mortally 
wounded^ and to run and save their own lives^ which they did. 

These fourteen men went to Ruby City and Booneville and re- 
ported what had taken place. Two companies were soon raised to 
follow the Indians^ about sixty men in each company. Daniel 
Ritchard^ who was with Captain Standifer in his campaign against 
the Indians in 1868^ was one of the menwho went out with these 
companies^ and he has given me the following account of this cam- 
paign: 

"We started for the Indian camp^ being piloted by Jordan's men. 
It was nearly night when we camped. We were then within a few 
miles of the place where Jordan's men had overtaken the Indians. 
A few men were sent out as spies to locate the Indian camp. We 
went to the place where they had fought the Indians^ but found 
they had gone. We found Mr. Jordan's body^ which had been mu? 
tilated in a most horrible manner. We buried the body and started 
on the trail the next morning. Late the second day^ we overtook 
them and fighting commenced. We killed all we could find near^ 
but saw twelve or fourteen bucks a long way off, going up a can- 
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jon. Before we conld overtake them^ they had found a refuge in 
a cave in this canyon. There was a great quantity of thick brush 
all around so we could not venture in without great danger. How- 
ever^ we finally went in and got them all and killed them, but lost 
two of our men and another was wounded in the thigh. We buried 
our comrades and built fires over their gpraves so the Indians would 
not suspect the place to be the gpraves of white men. We then re- 
turned to Ruby Ciiy and disbanded." 



CHAPTER XVII. 

FORT BOUE BOIgB CITY AND YALLEY IN 1863 AND 1864. 

On June 28th^ 1868, Major Lugenbeil of the United States army, 
arrived with a company of United States cavalry and pitched his 
camp on the south side of Boise River on what is now called Gov- 
ernment Island, about one mile west of where Boise now stands. 
The Major had come from Fort Walla Walla over the miners' trail, 
through the Boise Basin. The writer of this met him and his 
troops above the Warm Springs and talked with him. His business 
was to select a suitable place to establish a military post. When I 
returned from my trip to Idaho City on the Fourth of July, he had 
not moved his camp, but about the 6th of July, he made the selec- 
tion and located the present site of Fort Boise. Within a few days 
a number of men came down from Idaho City and laid out the town 
of Boise. Some of the original locators were Cyrus Jacobs, H. C. 
Riggs and Frank Davis. Thomas Davis, who had located a farm 
near Boise, also joined in locating the present site of Boise. 

Cyrus Jacobs had an assortment of merchandise coming from 
Walla Walla intended for Idaho City, but this he stopped in Boise 
and put up a cheap building and opened up his stock of goods for 
sale. At the time the United States troops arrived here, the only 
buildings that could be seen from the road were a few log cabins, 
one at what was afterwards called the Nine-Mile House, or the 
Maxon ranch; one at what was called the Huff place, five miles be- 
low Boise; another at the Robert Wilson ranch on Warm Springs 
Avenue, and also a cabin at the Warm Springs. We did not see 
any persoii at any of these cabins as we passed up the valley on 
June 27th, 1868. They may have been on a visit, at work, or pos- 
sibly preparing for a jack rabbit drive, as the rabbits seemed to be 
about as numerous as the sagebrush. The only growth at that time 
on the site of Boise was sage brush and bunch grass, both of which 
grew luxuriantly. The only occupants that we saw were jack rab- 
bits and they seemed quite surprised to have us invade their happy 
domain. Some of them would stand on their hind legs and gaze 
intently at us as much as to say, "Why are you here and where are 
you going?" My passengers picked off a few of the bolder ones 
with their revolvers, and away the rabbits would run in every di- 
rection. 

The site selected by Major Lugenbeil for Boise Barracks was a 
very desirable and beautiful location just at the foot of the moun- 
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tainSj somewhat elevated above the river bottom^ giving a nice view^ 
good drainage and firm soil that never gets muddy^ and also a 
stream of water near by. The Major had the first selection for 
the barracks and his choice was certainly excellent. Thomas Davis' 
selection for a farm was also fine^ commencing at the Boise River 
and extending up and down the river qoite a distance opposite the 
barracks, thns leaving a strip of land between his ranch and the 
barracks only about one-half mile wide. It was on this strip of land 
the townsite of Boise was located. As the location extended west, 
it passed the boundary lines of the barracks and widened her lines 
out to the north. This is a beautiful location and is centrally lo- 
cated on the direct road leading from the Boise Basin country, to 
all parts of Southern, Southeastern and Southwestern Idaho, and to 
Oregon, Washington, California, Nevada and Utah. In fact, Boise 
is the central point from which to start to go to ahnost any point 
in the western country. 

The growth of Boise was slow for many years, owing to the fact 
that many of the people who came to Boise did not intend to re- 
main. The idea seemed to be, as it is in so many new towns, that 
they would make some money and return to their old homes. Among 
the first who built and started in business was J. D. Agnew and 
H. C. Biggs. These men built an adobe house on the northeast 
comer of Main and Seventh street, where they opened a saloon 
and had a feed and livery stable in the rear of the building. 

Boise is situated about one-half mile from Boise River on the 
north side. The boundary line between Oregon and Idaho is 48 
miles distant. From Boise to Idaho City is S6 miles; to Center- 
ville, 44 miles; to Pioneer, 50 miles; to Placerville, 50 miles; to 
Quartsburg, 54 miles ; to Dewey, 58 miles ; to Silver City, 60 miles ; 
to DeLamar, 65 miles; to the Payette Valley or River, 80 miles. 
Both the Boise and Payette Valleys are fine farming and fruit 
countries. The former is about fifty miles long by from one to 
four miles wide, and the latter is about thirty miles long and from 
two to five miles wide, with several small valleys above separated 
from the main valley by rolling hills which come down to the river. 
Although these lands are now very productive, it was a long time 
before the settlers realized that this was an arid district and that 
to be productive the lands must be irrigated. Seed had to be 
brought from Oregon, also the farming implements, and at a very 
high cost, so it is not surprising that the first two years the farm- 
ers were somewhat discouraged. But very soon they began making 
irrigating ditches and soon had more abundant crops. 

In December, 1864, the second session of the legislature assem- 
bled at Lewiston and passed an act locating the capital permanently 
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at Boise City in Boise County. This act was approved December 
7, 1864. (See 2nd Session Laws^ p. 4270 ^^ ^^ same month the 
legislature passed an act dividing Boise County and creating Ada 
County and locating the county seat at Boise City. This act was 
approved December 22, 1864. (See 2nd Session Laws, pp. 480 and 
481.) This was heaping honors on Boise thick and fast and seemed 
to please and encourage the residents. A number of business 
houses were soon built, also hotels, residences, shops, saloons, etc. 
The farmers also seemed to take new courage and began work in 
earnest to improve their farms and make homes for their families. 



CHAPTER XVIIL 

THE PEOPLE AND THEIR DOINGS IN THE DIFFERENT COUNTIES IN 

BARLT DATS. 

At the dose of the first session of the legislature^ Febmary 4, 
1864, all of our Territory west of the Bitter Boot range of moun- 
tains was organized into seven large counties, namely, Shoshone, 
Nes Perce, Idaho, Boise, Owyhee, Alturas and Oneida. East of 
the mountains had been divided up into ten counties, but as that 
portion was taken from us the following March and created into 
another Territory, we must drop that from our records, as we have 
no longer any claim thereto. 

In those days the people, as a rule, paid but little attention to 
legislation, but attended strictly to their work, except lawyers and 
office-holders. The main rush for gold was the all-absorbing thing. 
I do not mean by this that all were trying to get gold by legiti- 
mate mining. The larger portion was engaged in mining or pros- 
pecting for mines. Quite a percentage of tiie whole was engaged 
in some kind of trade, merchandising, hotel and restaurant keep- 
ing, butcher, feed and livery business, blacksmithing, sawmilling 
and carpentering. A large number were employed in the trans- 
portation of merchandise and passengers. Some few had settled on 
ranches and were cultivating and improving them. A few were 
engaged in the stock business and many more than was necessary, 
were engaged in the saloon and gambling business, with a few 
road agents, ready and willing to relieve any person of his ready 
money without compensation, whenever a favorable opportunity 
presented itself. The primary object of all seemed to be to gather 
gold. But I think I may truthfully say that ninety-five per cent 
of these people were good, industrious, honorable and enterprising, 
and to all appearances desired to make money in a legitimate way. 

The rush to the mining camps was too great for the limited 
amotmt of placer mining ground that would yield good returns 
from working. The result was that many returned to their old 
homes or to other parts, disappointed; while most of those who had 
secured claims within the mineral belt where they could get 
plenty of water for washing their dirt and gravel through long 
strings of sluice boxes, took out from this dirt and gravel large 
amounts of gold dust. 

Provisions, clothing, mining tools and, in fact, everything that 
a person needed to live on and use in his work, was very high, owing 
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mainly to the high cost of transportatioii by pack atiimala from 
the Colmnbia River in Oregon^ a distance of three hmidred miles, 
freight ranging on ordinary merchandise from sixteen to thirty 
cents per pound, varying according to the season of the year and 
the condition of the roads and trails over which it had to be packed. 

Late in the srunmer of 1864, wagon roads were completed into 
Boise Basin mining camp so that freight could be hauled in by 
teams on wagons. This reduced the rate of freight during the 
Summer and Fall months, but pack trains had to carry the freight 
in Winter and Spring for several years, owing to the snow and mud 
on the road and the cost was very much greater than when trans- 
ported by teams and wagons and over dry roads. 

The mining camps in which more or less mining and prospecting 
was being carried on in Idaho in 1864, were Orofino, Pierce City 
and Elk City in the southern portion of Shoshone County, and at 
Florence and Warrens in Idaho County, and at or near Booneville 
and Buby City and Silver City in Owyhee County; at Bocky Bar 
and Atlanta in Alturas County. In the last two counties, the min- 
ing was mostly quartz mining. The largest, best and most attrac- 
tive mining camp was what is called Boise Basin, situated in the 
low and comparatively flat mountains in the northern portion of 
Boise County near the towns of Idaho City, Centerville, Pioneer 
City and Placerville, covering an area of about ten by fifteen 
miles square. Placer mining was very remunerative in this Boise 
Basin district for several years, through the Spring, Summer and 
Fall, and large amounts of gold were taken from these mines and 
shipped out, mostly by Wells, Fargo & Co's. express. Often the 
production would amount to one million dollars in value in one 
month. The yield of gold from the other mining camps was small 
compared with the yield of the Boise Basin mining district. 

In the Fall of 1864, many of the men engaged in mining left 
Idaho. Some went to California, Oregon, Washington and other 
places to visit their families, and returned in the Spring; while 
some sold out and took all the money they could get together and 
left, never to return. Quite a number of men brought back their 
wives with them and several sent back and had their families come 
in by stage. Taken altogether, with few exceptions, Idaho's pop- 
ulation consisted of a good class of people, industrious, honorable 
and possessed of a high grade of intellig^ce. 

The improvement and building up of towns in the different min- 
ing and agricultural districts, churches and schools, were not long 
neglected, for many of our people had belonged to some good 
church organization before they came here, and they soon had 
churches established here, and they all believed in education, and 
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as soon as there was a reasonable number of children of proper 
age in any district^ a house and teachers were provided for them. 
School teachers^ ministers of the Gospel^ doctors and lawyers have 
usually been plentiful in this new country. 

With few exceptions^ everything moved along in an orderly way. 
One great annoyance was that the country along the different trav- 
eled roads was infested with a low class of sneaky thieving and 
murderous Indians which gave the few settlers and the freighters 
and traveling people a great deal of trouble^ of which we have 
spoken before in another chapter. 

Occasionally a disturbance arose in some one of the mining 
camps^ which sometimes resulted in the use of fire arms and occa- 
sionally a man was killed or wounded^ which was usuaUy the re- 
sult of the use of too much intoxicating drinks. Sometimes the few 
road agents would hold up a stage or some person and relieve 
them of what money they had^ but these occurrences were not often 
and in almost every instance the perpetrators of these crimes were 
apprehended and brought before the courts and given a fair trials 
and when found guilty were made to suffer the penalty of our 
criminal law^ which was as stringent and as strictly enforced as 
in any State of the Union. 

Most of the first settlers of Idaho were poor in purse but were 
rich in muscle and energy and most all possessed of a good moral 
character. The rule that was in common practice was for each 
person to attend to his own private business and to have an affec- 
tionate regard for his neighbor and his neighbor's rights^ and to 
extend a helping hand to the unfortunate that needed help. I speak 
from experience, having an extensive business and social acquain- 
tance with many of the early settlers of Idaho, when I say (with 
a few exceptions) the early settlers were as noble, patriotic, in- 
dustrious, unselfish, intelligent, good, generous, kind and moral 
people as were ever assembled together in like number for the rec- 
lamation and development of an unsettled country, inhabited only 
by untutored, savage Indians, wild animals and varmints. Let 
^ mt who writes sneering remarks about the conduct of the people in 
the early days of the settling of Idaho, remember that it was these 
brave, good, old pioneer men and women that braved all the dan- 
gers incident to the reclaiming and planting of civilization here, 
which made it possible for others to come quickly, easily, cheaply 
and safely, get good homes in a good country without assuming 
any great risk of the loss of life, limb or property. It would seem 
that they might turn their brilliant talent to some more onward 
and progressive movement, rather than to attempt to reach away 
back to write sneeringly about the society of old times of which 
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they knew but little^ if anything. These good, old pioneers are fast 
passing away — not many are left, and if nothing good can be said 
about them by the brilliant yonng men of this day and time who 
are exempt from the dangers and hardships that the pioneers en- 
dured to reclaim this country, they should at least let them rest in 
peace from their honest labors. 

I trust they will remember that the foundation and support of 
our government and our lives depends mainly upon the reclaiming, 
cultivating and improving of this earth which Divine Providence 
gave to us for homes. Let each and every one perform his part 
well, without envy towards his neighbor. 



CHAPTER XIX. 

TRANSPORTATION AND STAGING TO BOIgB BASIN IN 1864. 

In the Fall of 1B6S, a great many of the miners left the Boise 
Basin^ as they could do but little, owing to the deep snow and the 
cold weather which made it impossible to operate their mines until 
the Spring thaw. 

On the 10th of February, 1864, the ice went out of the Columbia 
Biver and on the 14th, the Oregon Steam Navigation Company sent 
one of their steamboats from The Dalles to Umatilla. There were 
on board quite a number of passengers who were returning to the 
mines in the Basin. As soon as the boat landed, many of these 
men rushed for the office of Ish & Hailey, which had becoi kept the 
year before in the Orleans Hotel (Jesse Failing, proprietor). 
This saddle-train office of Ish & Hailey was closed like the mines, 
to await the coming of Spring, and the horses and mules were out 
on Winter range near Umatilla. The weather was warm and pleas- 
ant. Many of the men were anxious to go on to the mines, so a 
saddle train was driven in and rigged up in short order. The next 
day they started out with about sixteen passengers for the Boise 
Basin. That day the storms began again, — snow and rain every 
day, — ^not heavy but very disagreeable. The trail over the Blue 
Mountains on the Meacham route had been kept open. In fact, 
the snowfall had been lighter that year than usual. We had to 
feed the animals hay at a few places where the snow was still on 
the ground, but in most camping places, the old grass was still 
good. 

Passengers still continued to come. Ish & Hailey sent out a 
saddle train loaded with passengers every time a steamboat came 
up the river, which was three times a week. Several others em- 
barked in the saddle-train and passenger business. We had a very 
wet Spring and while everything went all right without any serious 
trouble and all who started got through in due time, I am sure all 
who made the trip had a better and higher appreciation of a good, 
square meal and a good bed at home than ever before. There were 
also hundreds along the road on foot, carrying their blankets and 
lunches. These men had a hard trip. 

The steamboats brought up large quantities of freight for the 
Basin and the packers who had been in Winter quarters for two 
and a half months were induced to bring in their pack animals and 
a number of them loaded up and started for the mines about the 
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first of March. They got good prices for packing merchandise but 
the trip was rough and disagreeable and none but strongs energetic 
men could stand the work in the stormy weather. We all earned 
all we got. 

About the 15th of March^ Ish & Hailey began to run a stage 
coach from Umatilla to the foot of the Blue Mountains on the 
west side^ three times a week. This point was about fifty miles 
from Umatilla on the road to the Boise Basin^ and was as far as 
the stage could run at that time^ on account of the bad condition 
of the road. In the meantime^ stations had been established on 
the remainder of the route from twenty to twenty-five miles apart. 
Relays of horses were at each station and arrangements were made 
for passengers to get meals at these stations. Two of these routes 
were traveled over each day. Dinner was had at the noon station 
and a change of horses. While this was not so comfortable as rid- 
ing on the cars^ it was certainly quite an improvement on the camp- 
ing out and riding the same horses over the whole road. About the 
1st of May^ the road between LaGrande (on the east side of the 
mountain) as far as Express Banch^ distance seventy miles^ was in 
better condition so wagons could be run over it^ and a stage was 
put on that part of the road. This gave the passengers an agpree- 
able change. It was a close game between the different parties who 
were repairing the road to see who would be able to finish certain 
parts first and collect toll from the wagons^ stages and other travel. 
It was hard work and required some money to repair roads^ and it 
took a whole lot of money to purchase stage wagons^ harness and 
other necessary equipment to fit out a stage line. However^ it was 
about an even race. The stages were ready and were put on as 
soon as the road was in proper condition. 

This stage route extended from Umatilla to Placerville in Boise 
Basin^ a distance of 285 miles^ and was ready for passengers about 
the Ist of June^ 1864. Harness was scarce and often had to be 
changed from one team to another for a short time. Stations were 
established from ten to fifteen miles apart^ with relays of horses 
and a stock tender at each station to have the horses ready so as to 
have as little delay as possible. 

We did not have bams or stables at all of the stations at first. 
It was impossible sometimes to do more than build corrals and the 
horses were driven into these corrals and caught and harnessed 
there. The grass was good at the majority of the stations^ so the 
stock could live well on the range. Stock had to be kept up and 
fed at two stations on the Blue Mountains^ one station at Placer- 
ville, and two at the Umatilla end of the route. This was rather 
expensive, as hay and gprain was very high. The stock running on 
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the range did well until Fall. By that time there was bnt little 
grass left, owing to the great number of pack animals and loose cat- 
tle that had been driven over the range; but by this time we had 
prepared cheap bams at the different stations and had some hay 
and grain at each place. 

There was also another stage line running into Boise Basin at 
this time. Early in the Spring of 1864, George F. Thomas & Co. 
prepared to stock the road from Wallula on the Columbia Biver 
via Walla Walla to Placerville in the Boise Basin. The proposed 
route of this company was to cross the Blue Mountains about twelve 
miles north of where the other line crossed, over a new road built 
by the company and commonly called the Thomas and Buckles road. 
This company made arrangements and stocked the road from 
Wallula to what is known as Express Ranch on Burnt Biver, a lit- 
tle more than half way to the Basin. They had good, large Amer- 
ican horses and good stage wagons. Their live and rolling stock 
had been brought from tiie California and Oregon stage compa- 
nies' routes. They built bams at stations and purchased hay and 
grain at great expense to feed their stock. They then made an 
arrangement with Oreathouse & Co. 'to stock and run the road from 
Express Ranch to Placerville. Greathouse & Co. soon had their 
end of the road fitted up with about the same kind of stock as Ish 
& Hailey had on their road, which wa^ mostly half-breed horses of 
medium size that had been raised on thd\ bunch grass and could be 
kept in good condition and do hard work "JHthout being fed hay and 
grain, while grass was good. 

There was a great deal of rivalry between these two lines. When- 
ever travel was light, rates were often cut down. Time became an 
object. The line leaving Umatilla in the morning would carry her 
passengers to the Meacham Station on to the Blue Mountains the 
first day, a distance of about sixty-five miles. This was a romantic 
place near the summit of the mountain and was kept by the late A. 
B. Meacham and his brother Harvey. The accommodations were 
always first dass. The other stage line starting from Wallula 
would only carry her passengers to Walla Walla the first day, a 
distance of thirty-one miles. So the passengers who took the 
Umatilla line always arrived at their destination one day earlier 
than those who took the Wallula and Walla Walla route. Mr. Thomas 
having had experience in the stage business with the California 
Stage Company, seemed to be a favorite with Wells, Fargo & Co. 
managers, who had established an express for carrying treasure, fast 
freight, letters, newspapers, etc., all over the route and they entered 
into a contract with this Wallula company to haul on their stages all 
of their treasure^ freight and other matter at a stated price per 
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pound for the year^ at a high price. The express company in this 
contract obligated the stage company to receive no freight or any- 
thing for transportation except passengers and their baggage. This 
was to give the express company a monopoly of the carrying of all 
treasure^ fast f reight^ letters^ newspapers, etc. At first it seemed 
as if this might freeze out the Umatilla line, as the Wallula com- 
pany had predicted. In fact, all the circumstances seemed to be 
in their favor. Even the navigation companies' employees sent all 
the passengers they could up the river to Wallula to have them go 
on that line, and last but not least, the late Ben HoUiday got a 
tri-weekly contract for carrying the United States mail from Salt 
Lake City, Utah, via Boise City, Walla Walla and Wallula to The 
Dalles in Oregon. This service was commenced August 8th, 1864. 
The Walla Walla company secured a cheap sub-contract from Hol- 
liday to carry tliis mail from a point on the Payette (now Emmett) 
to The Dalles, Oregon. It would seem from all this that the Uma- 
tilla line would soon be forced off the road; in fact, they received 
warning to that effect. But, after all, men's schemes and plans 
are sometimes upset by other men in a very unexpected manner. At 
that time the junior member of the firm of Ish & Hailey was not 
so old and feeble as he is now, and as he was on the road about 
all the time, he frequently heard complaints from merchants in the 
Basin about the extravagant rates charged by the express com- 
pany for fast freight, treasure, letters, packages, newspapers, etc. 
The roads at this time were in fairly good condition, so I con- 
cluded I could haul fast freight up for much less than the ex- 
press company was charging, and still make some profit. I also or- 
dered a number of copies of the two leading papers in Portland 
and transported them to the Basin the same as the express com- 
pany, only one day earlier than they did, and sold them at one-half 
the price they did, and made money even then. I also bought 
United States postal envelopes the same as they did, stamped our 
stage company's name on them and found I could express, sell, 
carry and deliver letters for one-fifth the amount the other com- 
pany charged. I also concluded that where men had large amounts 
of gold that they wanted shipped below, I could take it at freight 
rates if the owner would assume all risk. These things were all 
looked after and put in operation without any display, and they all 
worked welL In a short time, the Umatilla line had all the busi- 
ness it could carry. This lasted until December Ist, 1864. At that 
time the passenger and freight business was about over until the 
next Spring, so w^ hauled off our stock as far down as LaGrande 
and put them in good Winter quarters where they would be well 
cared for at small expense, leaving enough stock on the road be- 
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tween LaGrande and Umatilla to make weekly trips to accommo- 
date the local trade and to keep the road open across the momi- 
tains. At the same time a small supply of hay and grain was left 
at each station on the road for early Spring use^ when we should 
resume trips. 

The last three months the Umatilla stage line was run almost to 
its full capacity, carrying either passengers or freight, while the 
Wallula line did not carry so much. The merchants seemed to pre- 
fer the line that made the quickest time and charged the least 
money. Of course, when the Umatilla line stopped for the winter, 
the other company had everything its own way. However, the 
business was over for the season. There was no travel, but little 
express, yet the mail had to be carried. The large American horses 
owned by the company were still eating the high-priced hay and 
grain, and it did not pay. The first of March found the manager 
of the Umatilla line on the road placing the stock and wagons at 
their proper stations. Everything was in fairly good condition, 
ready for heavy up-travel which they had from the start. The 
other line was still on the road, but the rough roads and bad 
weather through the Winter had been severe on their stock, wagons 
and men, so they were not in very good shape. The little travel 
and small pay had not given them much remuneration for the heavy 
expense during the Winter. 

About the middle of the Summer, many freight teams came on 
the road to haul freight from Umatilla to Boise Basin. These 
freighters could haul freight much cheaper than the packers could 
pack on the mules, so very soon the price of slow freight came 
down from ten and twelve cents per pound to six and eight cents, 
which injured the packers' business very much. Tolls were still 
very high on the roads at bridges and ferries, and it would take 
nearly half the earnings of a pack animal to pay his tolls. This 
was so discouraging that many who had only small trains quit the 
business and went at something else. 

We will leave this subject for a time and take it up later on. 



CHAPTER XX. 

THX SECOND 8BMION OF THB LBOIILATUUD COKVKKBD AT LXWIffTON, 

NOYBICBXR 14, 1864, ADJOURKBD DXCSMBXR 28, 1864. 

At the annual election held on the fint Monday in September, 
1864, as provided in the first session laws (see p. 560), the fol- 
lowing members were elected to the House of Bepresentatives for 
the second session which met at Lewiston on November 14, 1864: 

W. H. Howard Altnras and Oneida Comities 

H. C. Riggs Boise Comity 

W. H. Parkinson Boise Comity 

John Duval Boise Comity 

J. B. Pierce Boise Comity 

J. Mcintosh Boise Comity 

Alexander Blakely Idaho Comity 

£. C. Latta Idaho Comity 

T. M. Beed Nes Perce Comity 

George Ziegle Nes Perce Comity 

£. C. Sterling Owyhee Comtity 

Solomon Hasbrouck Owyhee Comity 

W. A. Goulder Shoshone Comity 

It will be remembered that the members of the legislative comidl 
were elected in 1868 for two years, so they would have their right 
to serve in the second session. This they all did with the excep- 
tion of Lyman Stanford and W. C. Rheem. Mr. Rheem seems 
to have been in that part of Idaho that was given to Montana, so 
was not eligible for a position in the Idaho legislature. I have 
understood that Mr. Standford had resigned and left Idaho. At 
any rate, two new members had to be elected to make up the requi- 
site number. The names of the members of the council were as 
follows : 

S. B. Dilley Alturas County 

Joseph Miller Boise County 

Ephriam Smith Boise County 

S. S. Fenn Idaho County 

E. B. Waterbury Nea Perce County 

John Cummings Owyhee County 

Standf ords Capps Shoshone County 

John Cummings was elected president of the legislative council 
and Alexander Blakely elected speaker of the house of represen- 
tatives. 



SECOND IDAHO LEGISLATURE 101 

This sessioii of the legislature was limited to forty days by Act 
of Congress creating the Territory. The members of this legis- 
lative body did not enact into law as many pages as did the legis- 
lators at the first session in sixty days^ but they did enact a pro- 
rata proportion according to the length of the session. The first 
session in sixty days enacted 610 pages of laws; the second ses- 
sion enacted in forty days^ 403 pages of laws, so the people of 
Idaho had no cause to complain as to the quantity of legislation. 
As for qualiiy, some of it^ in fact the most of it, was good, whole- 
some legislation for that lame. But as time always brings changes, 
so also many changes have been made in our laws. The legislative 
wisdom possessed by these two bodies might be questioned, consid- 
ering that the second session met in less than ten months after the 
first session adjourned, and a majority of the members of the legis- 
lative councQ of the first session were members of the second ses- 
sion. A brief examination of the many sweeping repeals of im- 
portant laws and the amendments to many others, makes the aver- 
age citizen wonder why laws are enacted, and more especially is 
he amased at so many repeals and amendments of laws even be- 
fore they were published so that the people could read them and 
express an opinion. However, we will allow the reader to judge 
of this quick work by giving a few of the laws, repeals, amend- 
ments, etc. The repealed and amended acts passed by this ses- 
sion cover over three hundred pages or about three-fourths of the 
printed volume of the 2nd Session Laws of four hundred and three 
pages. Each one of these acts repeals an act passed at the first 
session on the same subject. They are as follows: 

(1) An act to regulate proceedings in civil cases in the courts 
of justice in the Territory of Idaho. (See pp. 81 to 212, inclusive, 
2nd Session Laws.) 

(2) An act to regulate criminal cases in the courts of justice 
in the Territory of Idaho. (See pp. 213 to 297, inclusive, 2nd 
Session Laws.) 

(3) An act concerning crimes and punishments. (See pp. 298 
to 333, inclusive, 2nd Session Laws.) 

(4) An act to provide a uniform system of Territorial and 
county revenue and for assessing and collecting the same. (See 
pp. 334 to 364, inclusive, 2nd Session Laws.) 

(5) An act relative to elections to be held on the second Mon- 
day in August. (See pp. 365 to 376, inclusive, 2nd Session Laws.) 

(6) An act to secure liens to mechanics and others. (See pp. 
384 to 388, inclusive, 2nd Session Laws.) 

All of these subjects had been legislated upon and lengthy laws 
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passed on each at the first session^ but they seem to have been 
put out of force before they were eyer published. However^ this 
did not deter the Territorial printer. In the course of time, he 
succeeded in getting the laws of both sessions published in sepa- 
rate volumes. The first has the certificate of the Secretary dated 
July 18th^ 1864, and must have been printed about November, 
1864. On the second, the Secretary's certificate is dated May 1st, 
1866, at Boise, Idaho. 

We do not propose to comment on the acts of the second session 
in repealing and amending so many of the acts passed by the 
first session. Let the readers of this, if they like, hunt up these 
old laws, examine and judge for themselres. 

The members of the second session passed quite a number of 
other acts of importance, among which are the foUowing: 

An act to establish a common school system for the Territory of 
Idaho. (See 2nd Session Laws, pp. SIS-SSS.) 

An act to create a territorial prison commissioner and desig- 
nate Territorial prisons and keepers thereof. (See 2nd Session 
Laws, pp. 401-408.) 

This act designated the county jails in Nes Perce and Boise 
counties as Territorial prisons and made the sheriff of these coun- 
ties prison keepers. The act also made the Territorial Treasurer 
the prison commissioner. In fact, the power conferred on the com- 
missioner made him about the whole thing, so far as management 
and pay went. 

Another act passed which seemed to be of some importance bore 
the title, "An Act to Provide for the Taxing of Foreign Miners," 
the first section of which reads as follows: 

"Section 1. No person not being a citizen of the United States 
or who shall not have declared his intention to become such, shall 
be allowed to take gold from the mines of this Territory or hold a 
mining claim, unless he shall have a license therefor as hereinafter 
provided." 

Section 4 provides that they shall pay a license of $4 per month 
to mine. Section 6 reads as follows: 

"Section 6. That all Mongolians whether male or female, and 
of whatever occupation, shall be considered foreigners and shall 
pay a license tax of four dollars for each and every month they 
reside in this Territory." 

Section 10 provides, "The provisions of this act shall be con- 
strued as applying only to such persons as are inhibited from be- 
coming citizens of the United States by the laws thereof." So it 
seems they modified this law somewhat before they were through 
with it, so the act applied only to Chinamen. 
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This legifiilatore also passed an act to change the county seat of 
Altnras County from Esmeralda to Rocky Bar^ an act to incorpo- 
rate Boise City^ and numerous franchises for toll roads^ bridges, 
ferries and for other purposes; also an act reapportioning the 
members of the legislature and fixing the time of convening the 
first Monday in December. Representation was allowed as fol- 
lows: 

COUKCILMSN. RXP'S. 

Nez Perce County 1 2 

Idaho County 1 2 

Shoshone County 1 1 

Alturas County 1 2 

Oneida County 1 1 

Owyhee County 1 8 

Boise County 4 8 

Ada County 1 8 

Total 11 22 

This second session also passed an act permanently locating the 
capital of the Territory of Idaho. The first section of this act 
reads as foUows: 

"That the capital of Idaho be, and is hereby permanently lo- 
cated at Boise City in the County of Boise in said Territory of 
Idaho." 

This act was approved December 7, 1864. The act was also 
approved creating the County of Ada and making Boise City the 
county seat of Ada County, December 22, 1864. 

We must give each of these legislators of the first and second 
sessions credit for having done a great deal of work during the 
limited time they were in session. In fact, their works when print- 
ed had the greatest number of pages on record of any law-making 
power in so short a time. This feat, however, may be accounted 
for to some extent because of their drawing double pay, four dol- 
lars per day from the United States, and six dollars per day from 
the Territory. 

Herewith we give the legislative proceedings had on the passage 
of the act to permanently locate the capital. 

LOCATION OF THE CAPITAL OF IDAHO BY ACT OF THE SECOND SESSION 
OF THE LEGISLATURE OF IDAHO TBRRITORT. 

The second session of our Territorial legislature convened at 
Lewiston on November 14th, 1864, and adjourned December 28rd, 
1864, having only forty days for each session after the first, in 
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which they were allowed sixty. We have already reviewed the at- 
tempt made at the first session to locate the capilml, which appears, 
under the Act of Congress creating a goyemment for Idaho Ter- 
ritory, to have remained in the hands or dispodtion of the Goremor 
until such time as the legislature with the approval of the Gover- 
nor, by legal enactment, fixed a place of location. We here gire 
the proceedings of both branches of the legislature and the official 
action of the Governor on the qoestion, taken from the Journals 
of the respectiye houses of the legislature, citing dates, pages, etc : 

H. J., p. 26. Nov. 21, 1864. 

Notice of bills. Mr. Riggs. For an act to locate the capital of 
Idaho Territory. 

H. J., p. 82. Nov. 28rd. Introduction of bills. Mr. Riggs. For 
an act to permanently locate the capital of Idaho Territory. Read 
first and second time and referred to a select committee of three, 
Messrs. Pierce, Goolder and Riggs. 

Nov. 25, H. J., pp. SS and 84. 

Report of special committee on House Bill No. 15. To perma- 
nently locate the capital of Idaho. 

Majority report recommended an amendment in the nature of a 
substitute to submit the qnestion of the permanent location of the 
capital to a rote of the people at the general election in 1865. 
Signed, J. B. Pierce, chairman. The minority report recommended 
that the original bill do pass. Signed, H. C. Riggs, committee. 

Honse Bill No. 15. H. J., p. 87. Nov. 25, afternoon session. 

Mr. Dnrall moved to take up House Bill No. 15 to locate the 
capitaL The bill was taken up and a rote taken on the amend- 
ment reported by the majority of special committee, which was as 
foUows: 

Ayes — Messrs. Goulder, Latta, Pierce and Ziegle; 4. Noes — 
Messrs. Duvall, Hasbrouck, Howard, Mcintosh, Parkinson, Riggs, 
Reed and Sterling.; 8. 

Mr. Reed gave notice that on tomorrow he would more to recon- 
sider the rote by which the amendment was lost. 

Nov. 28. H. J., p. 42. 

House Bill No. 15, to locate the capital of the Territory of 
Idaho, was amended and ordered engrossed. 

Nor. 29, H. J., p. 44. 

Mr. Hasbrouck from the committee on eng^rossed bills reported 
House Bill No. 15 correctly engrossed. 

Nov. 29, H. J., p. 45. 

On motion of Mr. Pierce, House Bill No. 15 was made special 
order for 2 o'clock. 
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Nov. 29> H. J., p. 46. 

House Bill No. 15, to permanently locate the capital^ was taken 
np^ read a third time and passed hj the following vote: 

Ayes — Messrs. Dnvall, Hasbrouck^ Howard^ Mcintosh^ Pierce^ 
Parkinson, Riggs and Sterling; 8. Noes — Messrs. Goulder, Latta, 
Reed and Zeigle; 4. 

Mr. Pierce gave notice that on tomorrow he would move a recon- 
sideration of the vote by which House Bill No. 15 was passed. 

COUNCIL RSCORD, SECOND SESSION. 

C. J., p. 69, Dec. 1, 1864. 

Message from the Hoose of Representatives received announc- 
ing the passage by that body on the 29th ult. of House Bill No. 
15, an act to permanently locate the capital of Idaho Territory. 
Read first and second time and on motion of Mr. Miller, the bill 
was referred to the committee of the whole. 

Dec. 1. C. J., pp. 61 and 62. 

Council resolved itself into committee of the whole, Mr. Dilly 
in the chair. After spending some time therein, the committee rose 
and reported through their chairman as follows: "Mr. President, 
the committee of the whole to wh(Hn was referred House Bill No. 
15, an act to permanently locate the Territorial capital of Idaho, 
have had the same under consideration and report favorably and 
recommend its passage.'' (Signed) S. B. Dilly, chairman. 

Minority report of committee of the whole protesting against 
the passage of House Bill No. 15. Signed by E. B. Waterbury, 
S. S. Fenn and Standford Capps. 

Majority report adopted and bill passed to third reading. 

Dec. 2. C. J., p. 65. 

House Bill No. 15 was taken up. Mr. Smith moved to put the 
bill on its final passage. Motion lost. On motion of Mr. Dilly, 
the bill was made the special order for Tuesday next. 

Dec. 8. C. J., p. 70. 

Mr. Dilly moved to reconsider the vote by which House Bill No. 
15 was made the order for Tuesday next. The motion prevailed. 

Dec. 8. C. J., p. 71. 

On motion of Mr. Miller, House Bill No. 15, an act to perma- 
nently locate the capital of Idaho Territory, was read a third time 
and put on its final passage. The vote of the Council was taken 
with the following result: 

Teas — ^Messrs. Dilly, Miller, Smith and Mr. President; 4. Noes 
— ^Messrs. Capps, Fenn and Waterbury; 8. So the bill passed. 

Dec. 5. C. J., p. 75. 



lOe THE HISTORY OF IDAHO 

President of the Council signed House Bill No. 15^ an act to 
permanently locate the capital of Idaho Territory. 

The protest against the passage of House Bill No. 15^ to locate 
the capital^ was quite lengthy; was dated at Lewiston^ Idaho Ter- 
ritory^ December 8rd^ 1864^ and can be found on pages 61 and 62, 
House Journal. It was signed as follows: £. B. Waterbury, S. 
S. Fenn, Standford Capps, members of Council, and J. O. Zieg^e, 
T. M. Reed, Wm. A. Goulder, £. C. Latta, and Alex Blakely, 
members of the House. The protest was strong in language, but 
they were short on votes. 

Dec. 8. H. J., p. 61. 

"Messages from the Council informing the House they had passed 
House Bill No. 15, an act to permanently locate the capital of the 
Territory of Idaho; also transmit to your honorable body a pro- 
test against said bill, signed by Messrs. Capps, Fenn and Water- 
bury." (Signed) Chas. D. Eenyon, Chief Clerk of Council. 

Dec. 5. H. J., p. 67. 

Committee on enrollment have examined and found correctly 
enrolled House BiU No. 15 to locate the capital and this day pre- 
sented the same to the Governor for his approval. 

(Signed) Hasbrouck, chairman. 

Dec. 7. H. J., p. 78. 

EZBCUTIVS DSPARTMBNT. 

Lewiston, Idaho, Dec. 7, 1864. 
To the House of Representatives: 

I have this day approved House Bill No. 15, an act to perma- 
nently locate the capital of the Territory of Idaho. 

(Signed) CALEB LYON, of Lyonsdale, 

The Governor of Idaho. 

This record shows that the bill was passed and approved in ac- 
cordance with the provisions of the Act of Congress creating and 
organizing the Territory of Idaho. The act was approved Decem- 
ber 7th, 1864, and the legislature did not adjourn until December 
28rd, 1864. So the claim that the bill was crowded through on the 
last days of the session, does not appear to be well founded. There 
was a provision in the bill that it was not to take effect until De- 
cember 24th, 1864, which would be the next day after adjournment 
of the session. There appears to have been some litigation and 
delay about the removal of the records, etc., from Lewiston to Boise, 
the particulars of which we are not well enough informed concern- 
ing to state here. Suffice it to say that after some delay, the Ter- 
ritorial records arrived at Boise and the capital has remained at 
Boise since that time and is still at Boise City. 



CHAPTER XXI- 

MINING AND MINING TOWNS IN 1864. 

Placer mining started up in good shape in the Spring of 1864. in 
Boise Basin. By this time several saw mills had been brought in 
and put in operation, so the miners could get plenty of lumber for 
building flumes to carry water, and sluice boxes for washing the 
dirt, sand and gravel from the gold. The majority of the mines 
in the Basin produced well. During the Spring, Summer and Fall 
of 1864, there were approximately about sixteen thousand men in 
the Boise Basin. About one-half of them were engaged in min- 
ing; the other half were engaged in various kinds of business. 
There were merchants, lumbermen, hotel and restaurant keepers, 
butchers, blacksmiths, saloon-keepers, gamblers, theatrical people, 
lawyers, ministers, ranchers, stockmen, transportation companies; 
in fact, almost everybody was busy and making money. A few 
were dissatisfied, but as soon as they would leave, there were others 
to take their places, for people were coming very day. 

All of the mining towns, and there were a number of them, pre- 
sented a business-like appearance. On Sundays the business 
houses, sidewalks and streets were filled with people, laying in 
their supplies for the week. When I first saw the crowds of men 
gathered on the streets and but few of them moving, I feared a 
big row was at hand, and got on an elevated place to watch the 
great crowd and listen to the conversation. I was agreeably sur- 
prised to find that it was an amiable, good natured crowd. Having 
some business across the street, I ventured to try and cross. I got 
through safely, but was delayed by meeting many old friends, all 
of whom had a word of greeting to give and a hearty hand shake. 

Some writers seem to think that these miners and men in the 
Basin at that time were a very hard class, but they are very much 
mistaken. I met and mingled with thousands of these men in the 
Basin for several years and found very few who were not intelli- 
gent, well-behaved gentlemen. Occasionally there would be a differ- 
ence of opinion among some of the men and end in trouble of a seri- 
ous nature, and there were no doubt a few bad men who would rather 
hold up a stage or a man to get money than to work for it; but 
they were few considering the number of people living in so small 
an area. 

Lumber being more plentiful and much cheaper this season, a 
number of good buildings were put up in the different mining 
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towns and several comfortable residences were built. Many of the 
business men had their families come to the Basin^ and they were 
a welcome addition to the life in the camps. School houses^ 
churches^ court houses and theatres were built and everything 
moved along in an orderly manner. 

In 1864 some attention was paid by a few of the miners to 
prospecting for quarts. Several locations were made. The one 
that seemed the most important was located at Quartsburg^ about 
four miles west of Plaoerville. Considerable development work 
was done on several locations. Roads were built to Ihe different 
mining camps and stage lines were put on by Henry Greathouse 
and Sam Eelley. These stages were on the road from Placerville 
to Idaho City^ via Centerville^ a distance of twelve miles, and made 
the trip four times a day. They were well patronised and did a 
good business. 

About the middle of the Summer, freight wagons began to come 
in, loaded with merchandise from Umatilla, for the merchants. 
Rates were lower than they had ever been before, and many 
things were brought in that could not be well packed on mules, 
such as large stoves, household furniture, etc. 

The old, veteran stage driver. Ward, or "Wardie," as he was 
usually called, put stock and stage wagons on the road between 
Idaho City and Boise City in the Spring of 1864. He ran a tri- 
weekly line carrying passengers and fast freight. He had a fair 
business, but the road was rough and hard on live and rolling stock, 
and as everything was very expensive, the enterprise was not a 
financial success the first year, to the enterprising owner, but it 
was a great convenience to the two new towns. 

The placer mines produced well during the Spring, Summer and 
Fall of 1864. We have no accurate means of knowing the exact 
amount of the products of these mines for that season, as the gold 
was taken out in so many different ways. I think, however, that 
the amount produced in 1864 was about seven millions of dollars. 
A great amount of this was carried by Wells, Fargo & Co's. ex- 
press, but I believe a much larger amount was taken out by pri- 
vate individuals and conveyances. 



CHAPTER XXII. 

The tbird session of the legislatiye assembly of the Territory of 
Idaho convened at Boise City, December 4i, 1S65, and adjourned 
January 12, 1866. The following named gentlemen were members 
of the Council: 

H. C. Riggs Ada County 

S. B. DiUey Alturas and Oneida Counties 

S. P. Scaniker Boise County 

H. C. Street Boise County 

A. E. Calloway Boise County 

George Ainslie * Boise County 

S. S. Fenn Idaho County 

E. Bohannon Owyhee County 

President of the Council, E. Bohannon. 

The following gentlemen were members of the House of Repre- 
sentatives: 

J. D. Agnew Ada County 

M. Smythe Ada County 

M. R. Jenkins Ada County 

E. T. Beatty Alturas County 

B. Crossen Alturas County 

H. Allen Boise County 

Fred Campbell Boise County 

M. 6. Luney Boise County 

I. L. Tiner. Boise County 

James Carr Boise County 

John B. Pierce Boise Counly 

W. H. Parkinson Boise County 

C. D. Sayrs Boise County 

Alex Blakely Idaho County 

J. A. Ripson Idaho County 

James Hays Nes Perce County 

D. P. Bams Owyhee County 

J. W. Carter Owyhee County 

E. J. Worky. . .* Owyhee Couniy 

Speaker of the House, Alex Blakely. 

This legislative body seems to have been very industrious. They 
enacted into law and had printed, two hundred and seventeen pages, 
including many amendments to the laws passed at the first and 
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second sessions. Included in the works of this legishiture are 
many franchises^ memorials and resolutions. 

The pay of the members of the legislative assembly and their 
attaches^ as fixed by the Organic Act of Congress creating the 
Territory of Idaho^ was for the members of each house four dol- 
lars per diem^ for the chief clerk, four dollars per diem, and for 
all other attaches three dollars per diem. The United States gov- 
ernment paid in currency at par and business in Idaho was done 
on a gold basis. United States currency was worth in gold fifty 
cents on the dollar, and the purchasing power of a member's pay 
was thus reduced to $2.00 per day. Board and lodging cost from 
three dollars per day up, in gold, and other expenses were in pro- 
portion. While this legislative body consisted almost wholly of 
able and patriotic men, they could not work for the people, lose 
their time and pay half of their own expenses from their own 
pockets. In order to equalize things and have those for whom 
they were working help pay the necessary expenses connected 
therewith, they passed an act making an appropriation of money 
out of the Territorial treasury to pay each member, in addition 
to what he received from the government, six dollars per day; 
to each chief clerk, six dollars per day; to each of the assistant 
chief clerks, seven dollars per day, and to each of the engrossing 
and enrolling clerks, sergeant at arms and doorkeepers, six dol- 
lars per day ; to each porter, six dollars per day and to each page, 
three dollars per day. These sums were made payable each week 
during the session. The reason for giving the assistant chief clerks 
seven dollars per day seems to have been to make the amount re- 
ceived by the assistants the same as that of the chief clerk. It 
will be remembered that according to the rate paid by the United 
States government, the chief clerks and members received four 
dollars per day, and the assistants only three. It is presumed 
that the assistants ranked with the members and chief clerks at 
that time, and should have the same pay. At any rate, the money 
was spent in a most liberal way, and certainly the four dollars 
per day allowed by the government would not have paid the neces- 
sary expenses of the legislators. Taken as a whole, the third ses- 
sion did very well in enacting a great deal of good, wholesome 
legislation. 

The Federal officers at the time of the convening of the third 
session of the legislature were as foUows: 

Delegate to Congress £. D. Holbrook 

Governor Caleb Lyon 

Secretary Horace C. Gilson 
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Chief Justice John R. McBride 

Associate Justice Milton Kelly 

Associate Justice S. C. Parks 

U. S. Marshal James H. Alrord 

U. S. Attorney George C. Hough 

These officers were aU fairly good men^ excepting the Governor 
and Secretary. The GoTcmor was a smiling^ pleasant old gentle- 
man^ so long as he could have his own way about everything. In 
fact^ he seemed to think the people of Idaho did not know any- 
thing and that it was his duty to instruct them^ ladies not ex- 
cepted. The Secretary^ on the other hand^ seems to have been of 
a very selfish nature. He received the funds from the United 
States Treasury Department to pay the per diem and other ex- 
penses of the legislature^ amounting to some twenty-five thousand 
dollars. A few days before the legislature met^ he engaged passage 
on the stage for himself and another person to go to Walla Walla^ 
their fare to be paid upon his return within a few days. Secretary 
Gilson failed to return and also forgot to return the Federal 
money for the legislators' pay and to pay the stage fare. It is 
said he skipped to some foreign country. The United States Con- 
gress had to make another appropriation to pay the legislators. 
The stage fare still remains unpaid. 

While the act fixing the increased compensation of the members 
and attaches of the legislature, approved January 9, 1866, seemed 
to cut off the extra pay of the Governor and Secretary, on Jan- 
uary 12th another act was passed restoring their extra pay. This 
appears to have been necessary in order to have smooth sailing 
between the legislative and the executive departments. 

Several special appropriations were passed for the relief of 
different persons, among whom were the following, to be paid from 
the Territorial treasury: Thos. M. Reed, attorney, $400 for ser- 
vices in suit brought by the people of Lewiston on account of the 
removal of the capital; S. £. Domes, $100 attorney fees in suit 
about capital; E. J. Curtis, $900 attorney fees for sundry legal 
services. 

This legislature was a little unusually liberal with some of their 
attaches. They drew pay from the United States and extra per 
diem from the Territory, but in addition to this, concurrent reso- 
lutions ^ere passed giving them more, as follows: For chief and 
assistant clerks of the House, $400.00 (see Resolution No. 2, 8rd 
Session, p. 800) ; to extra clerks for enrolling bills, $150.00 (see 
Resolution No. 8, p. 801 ) ; to sergeant at arms for extra services, 
$150.00 (see Resolution No. 5, p. 801); also extra pay to several 
other attaches. 
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They passed a bill aathorixing the funding of the Territorial 
debt at 12% per annnm (see 8rd Session Laws^ p. 156). They 
amended the act for taxing Chinamen^ by increasing the amount 
from four to £.Ye dollars per month. They also passed an act to 
incorporate Boise City, and acts granting franchises for toll 
roads, bridges, ferries, railroads, etc, etc., about thirty-three in 
number. They passed an act authorising the election of a Terri- 
torial printer, fixing his pay for certain work, which was well up 
(see p. 184); also an act for the publishing of the laws of the 
third session in a certain newspaper (see p. 211). This was 
another expensive piece of legislation for a few oyer-burdened 
taxpayers to have to pay. And there were some other acts, making 
Boise County and some of her officials preferred creditors to be 
paid from the funds due from that county to the Territory (see 
pp. 275 and 279> 8rd Session Laws). In those days, Boise County 
had a much larger population than any other county of the Terri- 
tory, collected more revenue and had more representation in the 
legislature than any other county. In fact, Boise County had one- 
half of the members of the council and had eight out of nineteen 
members in the House of Representatives. It would not seem to 
be a very difficult matter for the delegation from Boise County to 
control legislation to suit their wishes. But we must not write on 
this subject, for fear we might say something that might offend 
some of those good old fellows, for they were all good, whole- 
souled, liberal men. Boise County mines were producing the most 
gold, and the county paid the most revenue ; they had the most rep- 
resentation, and it was only natural for them to legislate to suit 
themselves. 

It appears from a report made by the Secretary of the Terri- 
tory to members of the Third session, January 6, 1866, that the 
laws of the Second session had not been published, the reason given 
being that they were held in Lewiston on account of litigation 
about the capital and was not received by him at Boise City until 
November 8rd, 1865. (See Council Journal, p. 128, 8rd Session.) 
Just when these laws were published is a little indefinite. On the 
title page of both the Second and Third Session Laws is, "Boise 
City, Frank Kinyon, Territorial Printer, 1866." The certificate 
of the Territorial Secretary, certifying to the correctness of the 
laws in the front part of the volume of the Second and Third Ses- 
sion Laws, bears the same date, which is, "Boise City, this first 
day of May, A. D., 1866.'' So it appears to have been a long time 
after the adjournment of the Second session on December 28rd, 
1864, until the people got the laws. The excuses given by the 
Secretary do not seem to be very g^ood when considered in connec- 
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tion with his doty as a Federal officer^ over whose official doty the 
Territorial courts had no jnrisdictioii. 

We give below extracts from Goremor Caleb Lyon's message to 
the Third session of the legislature of the Territory of Idaho^ 
dated December Sth^ 1865: 

"Gentlemen of the Coondl and Hoose of Representatives: 

"The temple of war is closed. No more shall its iron-monthed 
and brasen-throated cannon peal forth dread 'misereres' over half 
a thousand battlefields^ where sleep their last sleep — the victor 
and the vanquished. No more shall the ear of night be pierced 
with the echoes of fierce assault and stubborn defense from en- 
compassed and beleagured cities. The conflict is over^ and with 
it expired the cause. 

"They who appealed to the last argument of kings^ appealed in 
vain. The Constitution of our conunon country has been vindi- 
cated and the Union gallantly sustained. The destroyers have 
become restorers^ and those who were the last in war have been 
the £i8t to hail the glorious advent of peace. Each returning State 
is welcomed with National joy; each renewed tie of the ancient fra- 
ternity of feeling is another evidence of the wisdom of the Gov- 
ernment in its position — ^that Statehood may be suspended^ but can 
only with annihilation die. I heartily congratulate you as a source 
of profound gratitude to the Crod of Nations^ that the representa- 
tives of thirty-seven sovereignties will assemble tliis December^ as 
of yore^ at the Capitol at Washing^ton^ over which the old flag 
floats with a new splendor^ lighted by the Stately stars of perfect 
constellation. In older communities the many precedents, like 
lamps, guide the feet of the legislators in the beaten way, but here 
in the paramount interest that presents itself, our legislation has 
no analogies. Personal security; protection of property; the fos- 
tering of moral and material advancement — ^will give wide scope 
for your judicious investigation and patient research. To your 
care, your wisdom, and your judgment, have been confided, in part, 
the welfare of the people of the Territory, and under such auspi- 
cious circumstances you may, as representatives, prove worthy of 
their fullest confidence. 

» » » » » 

"For the better encouragement of ranchmen and farmers, who 
are making the valleys golden with grain, and who are growing 
in great perferction the most of our edible roots as well as the 
fattening of kine ; who, by their labors in man's primeval occupation 
give health and prosperity to our growing community, I would 
suggest the propriety of incorporating a 'Territorial Agricultural 
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Society/ for improyement in the breeding of stocky as well as in 
the labors of the dairy; being confident that the annual fairs, as in 
other portions of the United States, would be promotive of great 
good and mutual benefit. Annual addresses and distributions of 
premiums, would be occasions where entertainment and instruc- 
tion would most harmoniously blend. The comparison of different 
modes of culture, the gathering together of natural productions, as 
well as female handicraft; with the interesting varieties of stock 
from home as well as that reared abroad; with each year changing 
the location of the fair from one of the larger places in the Terri- 
tory to another; with the natural inter^mingling of dtixens and 
interchange of ideas — could not but elevate us as individuals, and 
still further as a young and promising commonwealth. 

• • » • » 

"The following localities, in good paying placer diggings, have 
been wrought wiUi success the past year, and in a majority of them 
gold and silver-bearing quarts ledges are being developed: Elk 
City, Oro Fino, Clearwater Station, Salmon River, Miller's Camp, 
Warren's Diggins, Meadow Creek, Snake River bars. Gold Fork 
on the Payette, Boise Basin — embracing Placerville, Centerville, 
Pioneer City, Idaho City, Buena Vista Bar and Moorestown. The 
Owyhee District, embracing Boonville, Ruby and Silver cities. War 
Eagle and Sterling mountains, Flint, Mammoth, and Steele. Vol- 
cano District, with Wood River, while South Boise — embracing 
Esmeralda, Rocky Bar, Red Warrior, Bear Creek, Elk Creek, 
Yuba, Silver Mountain, and Silver Creek — attract much attention 
from each new development. 

"New mines on Bear River, and in the Ooose Creek Mountains, 
also in the vicinity of Lemhi and Soda Springs, have been re- 
ported from authorities entitled to confidence. 

"AH legislation should be carefully molded to invite capital, and 
the greater the inducements held out, the more rapidly will our 
population be increased and the greater the people's prosperity. 

"Here the emigrant will find the highest price paid for his la- 
bor, and here the farmer will find the highest price known for his 
produce. 

"Valley lands of great fertility await the grain-grower, and 
boundless fields of the best pasturage for the herder and graser. A 
healthy climate, an exhilarating atmosphere, with a warm welcome 
to all those who come to make this their home. 

"A bird's-eye view of the accumulating discoveries in our min- 
eral resources, reveals that we have no less than three thousand 
gold and silver-bearing quarts ledges, graded in their value as in 
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their richness^ and new disooveries and new locations are being 
made almost daily. 

"The width of these lodes or leads varies from three to thirty 
feet, and they prospect from twenty to fiye hundred dollars to the 
ton. 

"Located usually where water-power and timber are in abun- 
dance, they offer the highest inducements to the enterprising cap- 
italists whose investments can rarely fail of being of the most re- 
munerative character. 

"Among the other useful ores which have been discovered with- 
in the last year, tin, cinnabar, copper, lead, and iron in many 
forms are of the first value; yet platina, antimony, nickel, bismuth, 
iridium, and rhodium, simple or compounded with other minerals, 
are found in various localities. But this is not all; beds of the 
best coal, both anthracite and bituminous, with rock salt, sulphur 
and gypsum (better known as the fertilising plaster of commerce), 
while the most predous of gems, the diamond, has been discovered 
in our gulches — all give you a feeling foretaste of the illimitable 
extent of Idaho's varied mineral wealth, when the hand of man 
shall have unbosomed her hidden treasure. 

"The wide extent of our auriferous quarts lodes and leads are 
rivaled only by argentiferous mountain ledges striated, laminated 
and foliated with silver in chlorides, sulphurets, arsenical, anti- 
monial, and virgin. This presents a fabulous array of marvelous 
deposits which will require the industry of ages to develop and ex- 
haust. 

"In accordance with the provisions of the Organic Act, it will 
be my desire to concur in all legislation which shall tend to har- 
monise the conflicting interests of all sections of the Territory that 
you, in your best judgment, may see fit to enact In your deliber- 
ations, may you be guided by Him "who doeth all things well,'' and 
be kept in health and peace of mind in obedience to His divine will. 

(Signed) "CALEB LYON OF LYONSDALE, 

Boise, December 8th, 1865. Governor of Idaho. 

The above extracts taken from the Governor's message to the 
legislature should be taken at a very large discount. He evidently 
had a flighty spell on and drew largely on his imagination. 
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CHAPTEK XXIII. 

MINING IN BOI8B BASIN AND OTHSR MININO CAMPS IN IDAHO IN 1865. 

A large portion of the men engaged in mining in the Boise 
Basin and other mining camps^ left in the Fall for their homes in 
Washington^ Oregon^ California and Nevada. Nothing coold be 
done in placer mining after the snowy season began. The most of 
the travel at that time went by Walla Walla or Umatilla and then 
by steamer down the Colmnbia River and on to San Francisco. 

The Colmnbia River was nsnally frozen over by December 1st, 
so as to stop navigation imtil the first of March, but in 1865, the 
ice all left the river a few days before the first of March, and on 
the first day of March, one of the Oregon Steam Navigation Com- 
pany's steamers came np the river and landed at Umatilla. To 
say that this steamer was loaded with passengers for the Boise 
Basin will hardly express it. The passengers were packed and 
jammed above and below so dosdy that the officers and the deck 
hands could hardly get around to attend to their duties. 

The majority of the passengers were men who had gone from 
the Basin the Fall before, with well-filled pnrses, but they had 
put their money in circulation during the Winter and were now 
anxious to return to the Basin where they felt quite certain they 
could soon replenish their finances. Very few of these gold-seekr 
ers paid any attention to the little town of Umatilla with its well- 
stocked stores and numerous hotels and restaurants prepared es- 
pecially for their accommodation. The majority of them shoul- 
dered their blankets (inside of which was a lunch) and started for 
the Boise Basin without halt or ceremnoy. The most of them had 
a hard time before they reached their destination. There was 
snow on many parts of the road and the sun shining brightly on 
the snow, made many a poor fellow snow-blind. 

The steamer continued to come up the river three times a week 
loaded down with passengers and freight for the Boise Basin. The 
rush for this mining district was greater than at any time before. 
The road from Umatilla to the mining district was literally lined 
with travel, the larg^ portion on foot, while some had horses, some 
wagons and teams. Many came by saddle trains and the stages 
were crowded with passengers. 

Early in April the pack trains started up and soon after, wagon 
transportation began, so it was not lonesome on the road, nor were 
these hardy, industrious miners disappointed when they reached 
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the minmg districts. Those who had claims soon commenced 
work; others located and opened up new claims and those without 
mining gronnd of their own^ could get employment at good wages 
if they wanted to work^ some at mining, and others at various other 
occupations^ such as cutting logs and firewood, building houses, and 
many other legitimate occupations. Good prices were paid for all 
kinds of work. Business of all kinds was excellent in the Basin 
in 1865. Mining was carried on more extensively than ever be- 
fore, and the mines produced more than in previous years. Esti- 
mating by the amount taken out by Wells, Fargo & Go's, .express 
and by private hands, there must have been about ten million dol- 
lars' worth of gold taken from the placer mines of Boise Basin in 
the year ending December 81, 1865. There were several thousand 
dollars' worth of gold taken from the placer mines of Owyhee 
County, and a great deal of development work done on quartz 
mines in the Owyhee mining district. A few quarts mills were 
put in operation which produced quite an amount of bullion. This 
bullion consisted mostly of silver, but contained enough gold to 
make the value of the bullion from $2.50 to $4.00 per ounce. At 
Rocky Bar and Atlanta, a number of quarts locations were made, 
but little money, however, was taken out At Warrens and Flor- 
ence, mining camps in Idaho County, a few men remained. It is 
presumed that they made some money or they would not have stayed 
there. The same may be said of the placer camps in the southern 
portion of Shoshone County, at Elk and Pierce Cities, and Oro 
Fino. 

The men in these mining camps were, as a rule^ good, intelligent, 
industrious, law-abiding citizens. Of course, there were a few 
whose absence would have been better for the community than 
their presence. 

There were men of various trades and professions in Boise Basin 
at this time: Carpenters, blacksmiths, merchants, hotel and res- 
taurant keepers, doctors, lawyers, clerks, mininsters, theatrical 
companies, saloon-keepers and gamblers, who were all attending 
to their respective vocations and all seemed to be doing fairly well 
in a financial way. 

In this connection I would like to give the following incident 
told me by that old pioneer, James I. Crutcher, of Bishop Tuttle: 
The Bishop was loved and respected by the men of the Basin, no 
matter what their creed or nationality, and no matter how crowded 
the streets might be, if the men saw the Bishop coming, the way 
was cleared and as he passed, hats were lifted and kindly greet- 
ings given. 
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ASnStABLB PROPSRTT — TSBRITOUAI. BBYXNUB BZPBNlBa fCHOOLS, 

XTC, UP TO DBCSMBBS 4, 1865. 

The Act of Congress creating Idaho was passed on March Stdy 
ISdSy but none of the Federal officers got to their posts of duty 
until sereral months later, and our legislature did not meet until 
late in the year of 1868. So it is presumed that if there was any 
assessment of property, it was done under the laws of Washing- 
ton Territory. The report of the Auditor, Hon. B. F. Lamkin, 
under date of December 4, 1865, gives the assessment of property 
in Idaho for 1864 and 1865, and claims also to give the receipts 
since the organization of the Territory, but none appear to have 
been received in 1868. 

The Auditor reports the assessed value of the property within the 
Territory for the year 1864 to have been $8,697^804.49, and the 
Territorial portion of the tax at the rate of eight mills to have 
been $29>578.89> including licenses, poll tax, etc. He also reports 
the assessed value of all property within the Territory for the year 
1865 as $5,184,822.20 and the Territorial portion at seven mills, 
to have been $86,290.22. In this report, Shoshone and Nes Perce 
counties are not included, neither of them having sent in any re- 
port. The following is the statement of receipts from the organi- 
sation of the Territory to date, December 4, 1865: 

From the treasurer of Alturas County $ 1,400.70 

From the treasurer of Ada County 1,512.66 

From the treasurer of Boise County 10,000.00 

From the treasurer of Idaho County 8,050.78 

From the treasurer of Nes Perce County 886.09 

From the treasurer of Owyhee County 8,667.99 

From the treasurer of Shoshone. County 961.71 

From the treasurer of Oneida County No returns 

For library fund 70.00 

Total receipts $204K)9.88 

The following is appended to the above statement: "The treas- 
tirer of Nes Perce County has retained from the Territorial fund, 
three thousand four hundred and fifty-three dollars and thirty one- 
hundredths ($8,458.80) to defray the expenses incurred in the trial 
of the Magruder murderers, which amount has been adjudged to 
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be a Territorial charge by the court of the First District" It will 
be remembered that the Magrader murderers were the men whom 
Hill Beachj captured and who were tried and oonricted at Lewis- 
ton early in 1864. 

This report of the Auditor does not state whether all of the 
money received by the Territorial Treasurer was for a property 
tax or a part from poll tax and license tax. The law at that time 
required the collection of a poll tax^ a foreign miners' tax^ and 
licenses from nearly all the business houses. The officers did not 
seem to collect very dosdy, neither were they very prompt in re- 
mitting to the Territorial Treasurer. The expenses, however, ran 
up very rapidly, as shown by the following report, giving the 
amount of warrants issued up to date: 

To the members, officers and attaches of the First ses- 
sion of the legislature, 1868 and 1864, extra compen- 
sation $10,626.00 

To the members, officers and clerks of the Second ses- 
sion of the legislature, extra compensation 7,450.00 

Governor's salary, extra compensation 2,111.11 

Supreme Judges' salaries, extra compensation 9^89-05 

Secretary's salary, extra compensation 8,754.76 

District Attorney's Salary 5,188.85 

Auditor's salary 1,500.00 

Clerk of the Supreme Court 297.00 

Appropriations by the legislature for sundries 10,875.00 

Supporting Territorial prisoners 9>650.75 

Taking enumeration in 1868 8,600.00 

Territorial printing 1,942.00 

Contingent and incidental 2,877.52 

Total $67,565.54 

Total amount of warrants redeemed $17,086.41 

Warrants outstanding December 4, 1865 $50,529.18 

Estimated amount of indebtedness for which no warrants 

had been issued $10,000.00 

Total receipts, as above $20,999.88 

Deduct warrants paid 17,086.41 

Balance $ 8,968.47 

EzpreM charges, etc, paid $ S,894.I4 

Balance in Treasury Dec. 5, '65 $ 1,069.88 

While the Auditor estimates and adds to the amount of ontstand- 
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ing warrants^ $10,000 for which no warrants had been issaed, we 
find that the Third session of oar law-makers found and made 
appropriations to pay a mnch larger amoont, to-wit: 
Boise County, for keeping Territorial prisoners from 

March 7th, 1864, to Jan. 1, 1865 $ 8,948.80 

To sheriff for keq>ing Territorial prisoners from Jan. 1, 

1865, to Dec 81, 1865 9^000.00 

To sheriff for the protection of prisoners and property 

during the late riot in said county 2,500.00 

(This last item of $2,500 was to reimburse the 
sheriff for extra expense incurred in preventing en- 
raged dtisens from raiding the county jail and taking 
Fred Patterson, who had killed Sumner Pinkham.) 

The above amounts were to be retained out of the 
Territorial portion of the taxes due from Boise 

County to the Territory, amounting to 20,448.80 

Appropriation to pay A. L. Downer, derk of the Su- 
preme Court from June 1, 1864, to Jan. 1, 1866 (see 

p. 278, 8rd Session Laws) 1,000.00 

Appropriation for prison commissioner 200.00 

Appropriated for Curtis for legal services 900.00 

Appropriated for Downer for legal services (p. 272) . . . 100.00 

Total $22,648.80 

The above all appears to have been indebtedness incurred, but 
unsettled at the time the Auditor and Treasurer made their reports 
on December 4, 1865, excepting for the expense of keeping Terri- 
torial prisoners for the month of December, 1865, and a small 
amount on some of the salaried officers. This amount could not 
have exceeded $1,648.80, which would have left the unsettled ac- 
counts against the Territory on December 1, 1865, as found due 
by the legislature, about $21,000.00 instead of $10,000.00, as es- 
timated by the Auditor. Something over $20,000 of these accounts 
were of such a nature that the holders of them were made pre- 
ferred creditors and got the cash, while others had to take Terri- 
torial warrants which had to be discounted in order to get money 
on them. It will, however, be remembered by old-timers that Boise 
County had the people who owned the rich mines. They controlled 
the legislature and it is presumed they preferred keeping their 
portion of Territorial tax money at home. There was at least one 
consolation about this matter of the Boise County preferred cred- 
itors, they seem to have been paid out of Territorial funds that were 
still in the hands of the county treasurer and county tax collector, 
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and had never been sent to the Territorial Treasurer. The officers 
in that coiintj who were trusted with the safe-keeping of the pub- 
lie monej^ seemed to hold a tight grip on it^ judging from the Aud- 
itor's report of December 4th, 1865. He says (p. 6) : "The ag- 
gregate amount due from Boise County to the Territory on the 6th 
day of October, 1865, was $29>621." After paying the claims 
mentioned above, $20,448.80, they would still owe the Territory 
$9^177.70. On page 6, the Auditor appears to include in his 
charge against Boise County about $1,800, which he claims was col- 
lected for the Territory in 1868. This is the first and only refer- 
ence we have found claiming that revenue was collected in 1868. 
The Auditor in his report of 1865, on page 2, "State No. 1 of re- 
ceipts from the organization of the Territory to date," giving the 
total receipts $20,999*88, gives the names of the counties and the 
amounts received from eadi, but does not say for what year they 
were paid or whether for property tax or license, so we are some- 
what in the dark in regard to this particular fund. 

We have before us the report of the Territorial Treasurer (Hon. 
Ephriam Smith) under the same date as the Auditor's, December 4, 
1865. Mr. Smith seems to have succeeded some one else as Terri- 
torial Treasurer on May 19th^ 1865. He gives no statement of the 
transactions of his predecessor, nor even his name. His report is 
very brief, showing receipts during his term to be $5,585.48, and 
disbursements, $4,516.10; balance on hand, $1,069-88, and he says: 
"I have set this amount aside to pay the following orders upon the 
general fund, viz: Nos. 40, 41, 48 and 44, amounting to $1,080." 
He does not say what these orders are for or who held them. 

The members of this Third session of the legislature, realizing 
the bad condition of the finances of the Territory, very wisely 
passed an act to bond the Territorial indebtedness for ten years at 
12% per annum, interest payable semi-annually. (See pp. 156, 
157 and 158, 8rd Session Laws.) This at least gave the taxpayers 
some temporary relief. We might say more on this subject, but 
prefer to stop. 

We have before us the report made to the Governor by Hon. J. A. 
Chittenden, Superintendent of Public Instruction, under date of 
December 1st, 1865. He gives the number of children of school 
age in all the counties except Shoshone and Oneida counties. Those 
reported are as follows (school age being between 4 and 21 years) : 

Ada County 887 

Boise County 602 

Idaho County 12 

Owyhee County 9^ 
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Nes Perce CcmAy 75 

Alturas County 120 

Total number l^SQ 

He reports the following schools: 

Ada County 8 

Alturas County 1 

Boise County 4 

Nes Perce County 1 

Idaho County 1 

Owyhee County S 

Number of school houses in the Territory S 

This Superintendent in his report^ makes a number of good rec- 
ommendations to the legislature for improvements or amendments 
to the school laws^ some of which were adopted by the legislature. 



CHAPTER XXV. 

STAGING CARRTING U. 8. MAIL XXPRS88 AND FBXIOHTINO, UP TO 

JULY, 1870. 

We have spoken in a prerions chapter of how and by whom the 
stage business was started ap in Idaho in 1864. All of these lines 
spoken of then^ continued to run for several years^ with an occa- 
sional change in the ownership. Several other lines were put on 
other routes^ among which were, Oreathouse & Co., from Placer- 
ville, via Centerville to Idaho City, 12 miles, double daily; Ward & 
Co., Idaho City to Boise City, 86 miles, tri-weekly; Bams & Yates, 
Boise City to Silver City, 65 miles, tri-weekly. In 1865 Ish sold 
out hia interest in the Ish & EEailey stage line that ran between 
Umatilla and Boise, to Hailey, and the same year Ish bought a half 
interest in the Thomas & Co. stage line that ran from Walla Walla 
to Express Ranch. In 1865 Oreathouse & Co. bought Ward & 
Co's. line of stages that ran between Idaho City and Boise City, and 
ran a daily line. In 1865 Hill Beachy bought out Bams & Yates' 
stage line between Boise City and Silver City. In 1865 Hailey 
bought a part of the line and rolling stock, stations and sub-mail 
contract from Thomas, Ish & Co., and they sold the balance to other 
parties and quit the stage business. In 1866 Hill Beachy, Oreat- 
house, Kelly and Hailey took a sub-mail contract from Jesse D. Carr 
of California, to carry a tri-weekly mail from Boise City to Virginia 
City, Nevada, Beachy having the road already stodced between 
Boise City and SQver City. This route from Boise City to Virginia 
City was a very expensive and dangerous route, the most of the road 
being through an unsettled country, with marauding Indians roam- 
ing over the country. The same year Capt. John MuUan and oth- 
ers put on a stage line from Silver City to Red Bluffs, California. 
This was also an expensive and dangerous route. 

In 1866, B. M. Durell & Co. put on what they called a "fast 
freight" and passenger line from Umatilla, Oregon, to Oldsferry 
on Snake River, ninety miles west of Boise City. There they con- 
nected with a steamboat that had been built and put on Snake River 
to run between Oldsferry and the ferry on Snake River, on the 
route from Boise City to Silver City. This last named place was 
thirty-three miles from Boise City. DureU ft Co. stocked this 
thirty-three miles of road from Boise City to the Owyhee ferry. 
This steamer was built and put on the Snake River with the view 
of having all freight, mail, express and passengers transferred to 
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the steamer at Oldsferry, to be carried by them to the Owyhee 
ferry on Snake River, and then to be transferred back to stages 
and freight wagons to be hauled thirty-three miles to Boise City 
oyer a very bad road, along which there was no range feed, nor 
any grain, hay or water. It cost more to unload and reload and 
haul over this thirty-three miles than it did to hanl straight through 
the ninety miles from Oldsferry to Boise City over a good road 
which had range grass, water, hay and grain on it, to say nothing 
about the steamer charge. It was no saving of time and was more 
expensive by this part-water route that started from one lone ferry 
with no settlements near, and went to another lone ferry on the 
desert. This steamboat business was a failure. The boat ran a few 
weeks and then tied up until high water the next Spring, when it 
was run down the Snake River into the Columbia River by Captain 
Stump and put in commission on the Columbia River. Crreathouse, 
Kelly and Hailey bought out Durell & Co's. fast freight and stage 
line. 

Early in 1867, Hill Beachy bought out Greathouse, Kelly and 
Hailey's interest in the stage line from Silver City, Idaho, to Vir- 
ginia City, Nevada, and let them have in part payment, his stage 
line from Boise City to Silver City. Soon after this a deal was 
made by which Henry Greathouse got all the stage business from 
Boise City to Idaho City and into Boise Basin, and Sam Kelly got 
the route from Boise City to Silver City, and Hailey, the routes 
from Boise City to Umatilla, Walla Walla and The Dalles. The 
last three routes were all run daily and carried the United States 
mail under sub-contracts, at low figures, and each of them carried 
Wells, Fargo & Co's. express. They all did a fairly good business. 

Early in 1867, Wells, Fargo & Co. bought Ben Halliday's over- 
land stage routes from Salt Lake City to Boise City, and from Salt 
Lake City to Helena, Montana. This change of ownership made 
no difference with the running and connections with the different 
lines at Boise City. 

Everything went along fairly well on all these stage routes, ex- 
cept on a portion of Bf^chy's route and on a portion of Hailey's 
route in the Burnt River country, the Indians were very trouble- 
some. Conmiander Major Marshal, at the Boise Barracks, was 
very good to help us out in these troubles. He sent troops, 
mounted, on several occasions, to escort our stage over the danger- 
ous places, and allowed them to remain as long as was necessary. 

In addition to the annoyance by Indians, there were a few of 
what were called "road agents" (highwaymen) who would occa- 
sionally hold up a stage, take Wdls, Fargo ft Co's. express box, 
and sometimes rob the passengers; but we generally got the rob- 
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hen, and most of the money thej took^ and had the robbers pros- 
ecuted and sent np. They soon learned that it was not a profitable 
business to rob stages. 

In 1868j Greathonse sold out his stage business from Boise to 
and into Boise Basin^ to £b. and Joseph Pinkham. Kelly sold his 
stage line from Boise to Silver City to John Early. 

On September 80th^ 1868^ the old Holliday mail contract ex- 
pired^ nnder which Wells, Fargo & Co. was carrying the mail from 
Salt Lake to Helena, Montana, and to Boise City, Idaho, and 
under which contract Hailey was carrying the mail under a sub- 
contract from Boise City to The Dalles, Oregon. The new con- 
tract was awarded to C. M. Lockwood of The Dalles, Oregon, at a 
very low ^gox^y service to commence October 1st, 1868. This 
change created some confusion for awhile. This contract was only 
let for one year and nine months, to expire on June 80th, 1870, at 
which time all of the mail contracts on tihs coast expired, and new 
contracts were let for four years. 

Wells, Fargo & Co. sold their stage line from Ogden to Helena, 
Montana, to Gilmer, Saulsbury & Co. early in 1869^ they having 
secured the contract for carrying the maiL Wells, Fargo & Co. 
could not make a deal with Lockwood for the sale of their stage 
line from Salt Lake to Boise Sity, so they took their live and roll- 
ing stock all off the road and Lockwood put stock on that portion 
of the road to carry the United States mail between Salt Lake and 
Boise City, and made arrangements with Hailey to carry the mail 
between Boise and The Dalles. This arrangement lasted until 
February 1, 1869^ when Lockwood sold out his stock and mail con- 
tract to Hailey, who ran the entire route until soon after the Union 
and Pacific railroads were connected. The Postoffice Department 
discontinued the Salt Lake end of the route and made Kelton, on 
the Central Pacific railroad, the eastern terminus. 

Hailey continued to run this line from Kelton via Boise and 
Walla Walla to The Dalles until July, 1870, at which time his 
contract for carrying the mail expired. He sold his stock, wagons, 
stations, etc., to the Northwestern Stage Co., who had the contract 
for carrying the mail over this route for four years. The same 
company got the contract for carrying the mail from Boise City 
via Silver City to Winnemucca, Nevada, which route had been run 
by John Barley and Hill Beachy. This company bought them 
out. They also bought out £b. and Joseph Pinkham on the Boise 
City and Boise Basin route. This was an eastern company. The 
first proprietors were Owen Teller, Bradley Barlow and J. W. 
Parker. Later on the firm changed to C. C. Hundley and Bradley 
Barlow. They ran these routes, carrying U. S. mail. Wells, Fargo 
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8c Co. express, and passengers for eight years, until Jnlj Ist, 1878, 
when another change was made, of which we will speak later on. 

rnaiOHTiNO and packing. 

Most all the goods continued to be freighted by mule, horse and 
ox teams from Umatilla to Boise City and Boise Basin, until the 
summer of 1869> when a change was made on the road from Boise 
to Kelton, the distance being about forty miles shorter than from 
Boise City to Umatilla, with better grass and less tolls. Most all 
the merchants in Boise City and in Boise Basin had their goods 
shipped by railroad to Kdton, and freighted from there by teams. 
The price of hauling freight by this time was greatly reduced, 
ranging from four to six cents per pound. Most of the freight for 
Silver City was hauled from Winnemucca at about the same rate 
per pound. Pack trains could not compete with this low rate paid 
for freight. Some of them left for other parts, some quit and sold 
their mules for other purposes, and a few were still kept in comr 
mission to pack small cargoes into mountain mining camps where 
there were no wag^n roads. 



CHAPTER XXVI. 

PROOBX8B MADE BT THE PSOPLB IK DSTBLOFINO THE COUNTRY IN 

1865-6, CONDUCT or the people, etc. 

The past two years had shown quite a change in agriculture. 
Quite a number of locations of the bottom lands had been made 
along manj of the creeks and rivers in southern and southeastern 
Idaho and a number in the northern counties^ houses built^ fields 
fenced, cleared, plowed and sowed to grain, garden truck planted, 
and a few small irrigating ditches made. All of the land tiiat was 
properly cultivated and irrigated yielded good crops, and much of 
it on the low bottoms yielded fair crops without irrigation. The 
wild hay on the lowlands gave good returns. Taken altogether, the 
returns from farming were generally very satisfactory. 

Many of the people, by this time, had made up their minds that 
Idaho was a pretty good country to live in, and went to work with 
a will to make comfortable homes. They, also, began to take more 
interest in public schools, and they built school houses at convenient 
places for their children to attend. The farmers had a good cash 
market at remunerative prices for all the superfluous farm pro- 
ducts they raised. Boise Basin mines were a good market for all 
vegetables, and the freighters and stage men purchased all the 
grain and hay they could spare paying them good prices. So the 
outlook for the farmer, in those days, was encouraging. 

By this time the roads between the Boise country and steam- 
boat navigation on the Columbia River had been put in condition, 
so that large freight wagons could be hauled over them. Usually 
three wagons were coupled or trailed together, one behind the other, 
loaded with 20,000 pounds of goods, and drawn by twelve good 
mules, or six or seven yoke of oxen. This mode of transporting 
freight lowered the price about one-half from what it had been 
when transported on pack mules or pack horses. This all tended 
to hdp the farmers as well as others. It enabled them to purchase 
their groceries and other necessary supplies much cheaper, and the 
merchant could no longer charge such enormous prices on account 
of the very high rate he had to pay for freight. 

The outside range was very good. Wild bunch grass grew in 
abundance. Quite a number drove cattle and horses into Southern 
Idaho; some were driven in the southeastern counties; and some, 
in the northern counties. Quite a number of men engaged in the 
stock business, which paid them welL For several years it was 
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not necessary to feed range stock through the winter; they oonld 
winter well on the bottom land and low hills^ where bat little snow 
fell and plenty of dry btmch grass stood np above the snow that 
fell and was good feed. The home market was good for beef , and 
also for horses, which were needed for teaming, ranching, staging 
and livery. 

MINES. 

The placer mines in Boise Basin produced very well the last two 
years, but some of those mines which paid well had been pretty 
well worked over. Quite a nmnber of men, who had been engaged 
in working these mines, became anxious to return to their old homes. 
They sold out their partly worked-ont placer mining claims to 
other miners or to Chinamen, and took all their net earnings and 
left for their old homes to enjoy the profits of their few years of 
hard work and deprivation incident to frontier life. 

At Silver City in Owyhee County, several quarts mills had been 
built, and a number of rich quarts ledg^ had been developed pro- 
ducing ore from which large returns of gold and silver were taken. 
The mineral products of this mining camp were on the increase in 
1865 and 1866. 

ROCKT BAR AND ATLANTA. 

These camps, being situated in a mountainous country with very 
rough roads, made it very expensive to get supplies and machinery 
in. It seemed to be a difficult matter to enlist capital to invest to 
develop and operate the quartz mines at these camps, and not yery 
much was done there. 

IN THE NORTHERN COUNTIES. 

Several white men, and a few Chinamen were still working in 
the placer mines at Orofino, Pierce City, Elk City, Florence, and 
Warrens, but with no large results. 

HEALTH. 

The general health of the people of the Territory had been good, 
with but little sickness of any kind. The climate and the water 
were good; the air, bracing; and the people, cheerful and all look- 
ing forward to a bright future. 

CONDITION AND CONDUCT OF THE PEOPLE IN IDAHO IN 1865. 

Some writers, who never lived in Idaho, have seen fit to give ex- 
aggerated statements in regard to the kind of people who lived in 
Idaho in the early days; and, more especially, to criticise the con- 
duct of the brave pioneers who paved the way for others to come. 

From some of these statements, the reader would infer that 
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Idaho was first settled by a band of thieves^ robbers^ murderers 
and general law-breakers. We desire^ in behalf of justice to those 
brave old pioneers^ both men and women^ to refnte this statement. 
The writer was engaged in the transportation of passengers and 
freight between the Colombia River and Boise Basin from the 
Spring of 1868 to Jnlj 1870^ spending a portion of my time every 
month in Boise Basin. My business necessarily brought me in 
contact with men and women of all classes and professions^ and I 
can truthfully say that I never had business dealings with, or met 
more honest, upright men and women than in the early sixties in 
Idaho. I do not mean by this that there were no bad men in 
Idaho. There were a few, as there are in all communities, but they 
were the exception. 

The courts and officers enforced the law strictly. It may be in- 
teresting to the reader to know something of the number of law- 
breakers who were sent to the Territorial prison in 1864 and 1865. 
Under a law passed at the Second session, 1864, the Territorial 
Treasurer was made prison commissioner with power to audit the 
accounts of the prison keeper. In his report to the legislative as- 
sembly, under date of December, 1865, he reports for the year 
1864 three prisoners — one confined for 267 days; one for 160 days; 
and one for 118 days. From January 1st, 1865, he reports four 
prisoners. From July, 1865, to December 5th, 1865, the date of 
the prison commissioner's report, the prisoners confined in the Ter- 
ritorial prison averaged ten. There must have been in Idaho at 
that time not less than twenty-five thousand people, mostly grown 
men and women. 

The reader may say that our laws were not enforced, but I desire 
to state that they were strictly enforced. The people in Idaho 
were, as a rule, honest, upright, intelligent citisens, kind and gen- 
erous to a fault. No appeal for aid to any one in distress was 
ever unanswered. The pioneers of Idaho were unquestionably a 
noble class of men and women, and well deserve credit for redeem- 
ing this fair "Gem of the Mountains" from a land of savages 
and a barren waste to a land of beauty, peace and plenty. 



CHAPTER XXVII. 

THE rOITRTH SBSflON OF THS LBOnLATITB AMBMBLT OF THS TBRftl- 

TORT OF IDAHO, CONTXNBD AT BOIflB CITT> DBCSMBSR S, 

1866, ADJOURNBD JANUABT 11, 1867. 

Names of members of Council: 

H. C. Riggs Ada County 

S. P. Scaniker Boise Contnj 

H. C. Street Boise Comity 

George Ainslie Boise Comity 

E. A. Steveson Ada Comity 

S. S. Fenn Idaho Comity 

L. P. Brown Nes Perce Comity 

M. A. Carter Oneida Comity 

R. T. Miller Owyhee Comity 

W. H. Hudson Shoshone Comity 

President, George Ainslie. 

Names of members of the Hoose of Representatives: 

G. W. Paul Ada County 

John Cosad Ada County 

A. W. Floumoy Ada County 

B. J. Nordyke. Alturas County 

Nelson Davis Alturas Comity 

F. W. Bell Boise Coun^ 

J. W. Knight Boise County 

George Stafford Boise County 

J. A. Abbott Boise Comity 

W. L. Law Boise County 

A. P. Mitchell Boise Coun^ 

W. H. Parkioson Boise Counly 

A. McDonnel Idaho County 

J. C. Harris .Idaho County 

J. S. Taylor Nes Perce County 

W. W. Thayer Ne« Perce Coun^ 

Henry Ohle Oneida County 

D. G. Monroe Owyhee County 

H. T. Caton Owyhee County 

A. Englis Owyhee County 

W. F. McMillen Shoshone County 

Speaker, A. W. Floumoy. 
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This legifllatore made a number of important amendments to the 
revenue law and had the whole revenue law revised and put to- 
gether as it had been amended and published with the other laws. 
This was of great benefit to the people as the revenue law had been 
amended at each session of the legislature ever since the first ses- 
sion^ and not properly arranged^ so it was difficult for the average 
lajman to understand just what law was in force. 

On April 10th, 1866, D. W. Ballard, of Oregon, was appointed 
Governor of Idaho. We have his first message to the legislature 
of December 8rd, 1866, from which we take the following extracts, 
which we think were fairly good at that time: 

"To the greater portion of the population of our Territory, the 
year now closing has been a year of prosperity. Many who began 
the year with perplexing doubts and misgivings as to the future of 
the country, have had those doubts and anxieties happily removed, 
and the success of the past leads them to hope and trust for the 
future. 

"For the first two years after the settlement of our Territory, 
Idaho was looked upon only as a theatre for speculation, and as a 
place for temporary residence, where, by enduring the necessary 
toil and privations, rapid fortunes might be acquired. The Terri- 
tory was first peopled by those whose object was the acquirement of 
a speedy fortune, and this being done, to return either to the Pa- 
cific or Atlantic States; but this feeling is rapidly subsiding and 
the abundant success attending both mining and agricultural pur- 
suits during the past year is fast removing the prejudices that have 
formerly existed against Idaho as being a desirable location for 
permanent residence. 

"The output of gold and silver from our mines has been greater 
the past year than for any previous year. All of the quarts ledges 
that have been opened up and worked have yielded well. 

"Agricultural pursuits, for the first two years almost totally 
neglected, have been prosecuted during the past year with the most 
gratifying results. Many hundred acres in the Boise and other val- 
leys have been brought under cultivation, and it is cheering to learn 
that the yield per acre of both cereals and vegetables will compare 
favorably with the yield of any other locality on the Pacific coast. 

"With regard to legislation to be done at the present session, I 
have but few recommendations to make. Indeed it seems to me 
that no great amount of legislation is at present required. It is 
thought that familiarity with the existing statutes is of greater con- 
sequence to the people than increased legislation. While it is im- 
portant that needed changes in the laws should from time to time 
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be made, and necesaary new ones enacted, it is equally important 
that the atatates should remain free from complications by amend- 
ment, at least long enough for the people to become familiar with 
them and their practical workings. 

"Since the adjournment of the last legislature, the laws enacted 
at that and the preceding session, have been printed, in separate 
volumes, each of which has been appropriately and conveniently in- 
dexed. The publishing work has been well executed in good type 
and on good paper, with substantial binding, but for want of funds 
to pay for the work, the books still remain in the hands of the pub- 
lisher at San Francisco. The embarrassment under which you must 
necessarily labor in not having these laws placed before you, is 
fully appreciated, as without them it is impossible that your pres- 
ent legislation can be performed understandingly or with as much 
satisfaction, either to yourselves or to your constituents, as could be 
done, could access be had to these bound volumes. In fact, the stat- 
utes of the Territory are in a very unsatisfactory condition. 

"The First legislature which assembled at Lewiston in 1868, en- 
acted a code, but as the duration of their session was limited, it was 
necessarily passed in much haste, and with much less consideration 
than its importance demanded. The code then enacted was not 
printed until after the sitting of the next legislature, and many of 
the amendments have never been published in any form whatever, 
and, indeed, each succeeding legislature has labored under the mis- 
fortune of endeavoring to amend the legislation of its predecessor 
with no authentic knowledge on the subject matter. The result is 
that our laws are inharmonious and abound in perplexing discrepan- 
cies. It is believed that the best method to secure a perfect code of 
laws and remedying the existing evils, is by the appointment of a 
commission to codify and revise the whole body of our statutes. The 
present uncertainty can thus be remedied by a system which, though 
it may take some time and incur some expense, will, when complete, 
supersede for years the necessity of further amendments and ad- 
ditional legislation. 

"The financial affairs are far from being in a satisfactory con- 
dition, as may be seen by an examination of the reports of the Ter- 
ritorial Treasurer and Comptroller. The remedy suggested is in 
the most rigid economy and a thorough and stringent revenue law. 
No one should desire to be permitted to live in a country where he 
can claim the protection and benefit of its laws, and at the same 
time refuse to be laid under contribution to sustain that country and 
support its laws. Since all good citizens willingly pay their taxes, it 
is but justice to them that all should be made to assist in the bur- 
den of taxataion. Could all the taxes due from citizens have been 
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promptly collected and paid into the treasury^ even at existing rates^ 
doubtless our revenue would have been quite sufficient for all ex- 
penditures of the Territory. 

"Congress has only appropriated twenty thousand dollars to pay 
all expenses of each session of our legislature^ including printings 
laws^ etc. I need scarcely call your attention to the fact that this 
appropriation is by far too small for the objects specified. I would 
recommend that a memorial be addressed to Congress on this sub- 
ject" 

It appears that Congress had not at any time appropriated suf- 
ficient money to pay all the expenses of the legislature^ including the 
printing of the laws and journals^ and the printing establishment at 
San Francisco that printed them held them in order to secure their 
pay for printings which worked a great hardship. 

After much searching^ we have found copies of the reports of the 
Territorial Comptroller^ Treasurer and Superintendent of Public 
Schools, from which we give some extracts. These reports are made 
to the Governor and the legislative assembly, December 1, 1866, and 
purport to show the receipts and expenditures for the past year, 
present indebtedness, amount of assessable property, etc. 

From the comptroller's report, covering transactions of his office 
from December 4, 1865, to December 1, 1866^ we take the follow- 
ing: 

Total valuation of all assessable property in the territory for the 
year 1866, as reported, $4,158,157.88. The tax levy for Territorial 
purposes for the year 1866 was 70c on each one hundred dollars of 
assessable property. This should, if all collected, have brought in 
a revenue of $29^107.10, less amount for assessing, collecting, paying 
over, etc., which was about one-third of the whole amount. The 
comptroller's report shows that the whole amount paid into the 
Treasury, including delinquent taxes for 1864 and 1865, and on 
property tax and licenses and poll tax for 1866, in the aggregate, 
amounted to $88,511.86. He reports a balance due from the dif- 
ferent coimties of $1,400.11, and a balance due of $8,745.75 from 
retired coimty treasurers, most of whom were retired treasurers of 
Boise County. 

Whole amount of warrants drawn from December 4, 1865, to De- 
cember 1, 1866, $48,081.18; of this amount, $15,714.60 was for in- 
creased pay of members and attaches of the legislature, including 
the extra pay of members and attaches of the legislature, including 
the extra pay of the Governor, Secretary and Judges; nine relief 
bills, amounting to $5,100.00. We will not say that these relief 
bills were not right, but we do think that the $15,714.69 extra pay 
given to men that were paid by the United States Government, was 
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uimecesiArj. While it gave to a few more monej to spend, it made 
it oppressive on the few taxpayers. 

The comptroller's statement shows the Territorial indebtedness 
to December 1, 1866, including bonded, outstanding warrants, in- 
terest and nnsettled accomits to date, amounted to $95>M6-99> with 
cash in the treasury, $7,089.91 ^ leaving the debt, less cash on hand 
Dec. 1st, $87>957.08. The comptroller gives the vote cast for dele- 
gate to Congress in 1864, 8,689; and in 1866, 6,684. Estimated 
number of white population in 1866, 17,000; Chinamen, 1,000; num- 
ber of taxpayers, 8,480. Population decreased owing to the fact 
that many of the placer mining claims had been worked pretty well 
out and many of the miners sold their claims to Chinamen and left 
for their old homes, taking with them all their net earnings. 

The Treasurer's report seems to correpspond with the comptrol- 
ler's. It is unnecessary to make extracts from it. I am tired wrest- 
ling with these reports, for they are not very intelligible, to say 
the least 

The report of the prison commissioner shows an average of about 
seven and a half prisoners were kept in prison during the eleven 
months, up to December 1, 1866, at a cost of $12,684412. This was 
rather expensive. The above item included $848 for bringing in 
prisoners and commissioner's mileage and fees visiting the prison. 

The report of the Superintendent of Schools shows as follows: 

MONK7 BXPKNDKD 
COUNTY. NO. SCHOOLS. NO. CHILDRBN. BT COUNTY. 

Ada 7 828 $2,264.50 

Boise 4 292 2,221.14 

Owyhee 1 97 1,199.55 

Nes Perce 2 75 1,000.00 

Total 14 792 $6,685.19 

Idaho, Shoshone, Alturas and Oneida counties not reported. We 
cannot brag on this showing. 

At the Fourth session the Territorial tax was increased from 
seventy cents on each one hundred dollars, to one hundred cents, 
for Territorial purposes, and some increase was made in county 
taxes for school purposes. 

At the Fourth session an act was passed dispensing with the 
services of the Superintendent of Schools and making the Comp- 
troller ex-offido Superintendent of Public Schools. The mem- 
bers of the Fourth session of the Territorial legislature did not 
seem to get along well with the Territorial Secretary, who was 
paymaster for the members. Some of the members were rather 
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high tempeTed and fractious^ while Secretary S. R. Hewlett might 
be put down as a would-be aristocratic^ cranky, old granny. He 
seemed to think things must go or come his way. Most of the 
members viewed things differently from what he did, and they 
had friction all throng^ the session. 

Bat it is past and many of the participants have passed away, 
and we will not undertake to tell of any of the unpleasant things 
that transpired during that memorable session. Doubtless each 
and all of them thought they were doing their duty, as they saw 
it through the dim mist of the future. 



CHAPTER XXVIII. 

80UTHKA8TKRN IDAHO. 

Until 1866; bat little in the way of permanent settlements and 
improvements had been made in Southeastern Idaho. Rich placer 
mines had been discoyered in the coontry around and where 
Helena now stands in Montana^ a distance from Salt Lake City, 
Utah; of some 450 miles. In the Spring of 1864^ the great Over- 
land stage man; Ben Hollidaj; secured a contract for carrying the 
United States mails between Salt Lake City and Helena^ Montana. 
Mr. Holliday had the road stocked and commenced rmming 
stages July 1st; 1864. This route passed through Southeastern 
Idaho; along the Port Neuf River; near the present Indian agency; 
and crossed the Snake River at a ferry a few miles above what is 
now the town of Idaho Falls; on Snake River; running north near 
what is now Market Lake and Beaver Canyon in Idaho before it 
reached the Montana linC; so that one-half or more of this road 
was in Southeastern Idaho. 

Reports of the rich gold mines in Montana not only attracted 
the attention of mining men in California; Nevada and Utah; who 
came and traveled over this routC; but also many emigrants who 
came from east of the Missouri River across the plains with their 
teams. The majority of these emigrants traveled over this road 
in order to reach the rich gold fields of Montana. 

The southeastern portion of Idaho over which this road and 
travel passed had but very few settlers. The few who were there 
were either employees of the stage company or engaged in cutting 
and putting up hay to sell to the company and other travelers. 
There were a few stations on the road for ttte benefit of the stage 
company and local travelers. The ferry across Snake River above 
Idaho Falls was the most noted place on the route. The owners 
did a large business which must have been very remunerative. No 
permanent improvements were made in the way of agriculture for 
several years; in fact the people did not think the land along this 
road was of any value for agriculture; and there were too many 
Indians in the country for any person to undertake to raise stock 
for fear of having them stolen by the Indians; from whom they 
had little or no protection. 

In 1865; J. M. Taylor and Robert Anderson bought the ferry 
situated a few miles above what is now the town of Idaho Falls. 
They built a fine bridge across the Snake River at Idaho FallS; 
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and moved there in the winter of 1865 and 1866. The construc- 
tion of this bridge by these two energetic men was of great con- 
venience to the stage company and to the traveling public gen- 
erally. 

In the year 1866^ a deal was made between the Ben Holliday 
Stage Company and Wells^ Fargo & Company by which the con- 
trol and management of all the Holliday stage routes passed over 
to Wells^ Fargo & Company. Soon after tiiis the line from Salt Lake 
City to Montana was fitted up with improved facilities for the car- 
rying of passengers, express and fast freight. They had a good 
business over this route during the Spring, Summer and Fall of 
1866; and a few others along the route in Idaho made some money 
putting up hay and selling meals to travelers, but there was more 
money made from the receipts of the bridge across Snake River 
than any other business in that part of the country. The bridge 
did not consume but produced revenue every day. At the dose of 
the year 1866 nothing of a permanent nature in the way of ag- 
riculture had been started in that part of the country excepting 
by a few settlers in Malad Valley, in Oneida County. 



CHAPTER XXIX. 

MINIKO IN 1866. 

Mining continued to be the principal business in Idaho. Placer 
mining began in Boise Basin early in the Spring of 1866^ the 
mines generally producing well. More attention was given to pros- 
pecting and the locating of mineral quarts ledges. Many of these 
prospects were very good. One quarts mill was built and put in 
operation at a point four miles west of Plaeeryille^ called Quarts- 
burg. The mill was erected dose to the mine, and both mill and 
mine proved to be a financial success. The rush of people in the 
Spring to Boise Basin was not so great as in 1864 and 1865, for 
the reason that many had saved money from their mining opera- 
tions, sold their claims and returned to their homes to remain. 
Many of them had taken with them from twenty to seventy-five 
pounds of gold dust. More people remained through the last Winter 
in Boise Basin than ever before, and quite a number came down to 
Boise City to spend the Winter and watch the proceedings of the 
legislature. Most of the miners did well during the Spring and 
Fall of 1866. Merchants and other trading establishments could 
not ask such high prices as the transportation of goods had now 
become comparativdiy cheap. Many new stocks were brought in 
which made lively competition, and some of the merchants suffered 
heavy losses by fire. The year 1866 was not a prosperous year for 
but few merchants in Boise Basin. The placer mines, however, 
produced about the same amount of gold as in 1865. 

OWTHBB MINKS. 

The quarts mines in Owyhee County near Ruby and Silver City, 
especially on what is known as War Eagle Mountain, produced 
well. Several quarts mills had been brought in and all seemed to 
do good work and turned out a large amount of what was called 
silver bullion, but it contained gold enough to make the value of 
the bullion worth from two and a half to four dollars an ounce. 
This bullion was usually run into large bars weighing about one 
hundred pounds apiece and shipped through Wells, Fargo & Com- 
pany's Express via Boise City, Umatilla to Portland and on to San 
Francisco. We hauled the most of this bullion from Boise to Uma- 
tilla on stages; each bar was put into a strong, leather grip which 
fitted snug and buckled up tight. We had to have iron bars put 
the full length of the coaches on the under side of the bed to save 
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these bullion bars from breaking through. We have no record of 
the amonnt hauled on the stages but it came quite often in lots 
of from eight hundred to sixteen hundred pounds. One time we 
hauled twenty-one hundred pounds of this bullion at one load^ to- 
gether with two express messengers^ two treasure boxes well filled 
with gold dust, one hundred and twenty-five pounds of mail and 
seven passengers from Boise City. This was the best paying load 
ever taken over the stage road and was taken through without ac- 
cident and on regular time. 

ROCKT BAR AKD ATLAITTA. 

There was considerable stir among the people about the quartz 
mines in and around Rocky Bar and Atlanta. A number of loca- 
tions were made and quite an amount of work done. Two or three 
small quarts mills were put up and several arastras, but we can- 
not say very much money was taken out. Several ledges showed 
ore of high garde but it was very expensive to get supplies, the 
roads were bad, tolls high, and the snow did not leave the camps 
until late in the Spring and came again early in the Fall. 

LBMHI COVNTT. 

Some prospecting was done in what is now Lemhi and Custer 
counties. Locations for placer mining were made on the Salmon 
River and its tributaries, also a few locations of quartz ledges, 
but no large amount of money was taken out 

NORTH nOAHO. 

A few men still remained at the placer mining camps of Oro 
Fino, Pierce City and Elk City, in Shoshone County. These miners 
took out some placer gold and located a few quarts ledges. A few 
men also remained at Warrens and Florence in Idaho County. They 
took out some placer gold, and several quarts ledges were located 
around Warrens. Mining in Idaho in 1866 was generally success- 
ful. From what we know of the amount of money taken from the 
mines, and from information we consider correct, we fed safe in 
stating that the amount taken, as a whole, was greater than any 
previous year, and we estimate the mines in Idaho produced in the 
year 1866 about twelve million dollars. 



CHAPTER XXX. 

FARMING, STOCK BAISINO AND FRBIOHTINO IN SOUTHERN IDAHO IN 

1866. 

By this time quite a number of the people had made up their 
minds that Southern Idaho was a good place to live. A large num- 
bei of locations were made on agricultural land in Boise and Pay- 
ette valleys^ also on the Weiser and other places. Several small 
ditches were taken out for irrigating and quite an amount of grain 
and vegetables raised. Hay was put up to supply the demand. 
Several orchards were set out and Boise and Payette valleys began 
to look homelike. The farmers had a hard time for some years^ 
building houses^ fencing their fields^ making stables^ corrals, sheds, 
etc., and grubbing out sage brush and plowing the land. The most 
of the seed for the new land was packed or hauled from Eastern 
Oregon^ which made it very expensive. It was very expensive get- 
ting water and building ditches. The crops were light, and last, 
but not least of the annoyances to the farmers, were the grass- 
hoppers, which would come and sweep the fields clean after all the 
farmers' hard work. But the farmers persevered, and in a few 
years had very comfortable homes. 

This year freights were greatly reduced. Ox teams, mule teams 
and horse teams were plentiful on the road between Boise and 
Umatilla, so the hauling of freight was reduced in the Summer and 
Fall to five and six cents per poimd. The supplies were likewise re- 
duced in price. A few cattle and horses were raised and every- 
thing seemed to go along nicely in Southern Idaho. 

LAW, ORDER AND OOOD CONDUCT OF THR PEOPLE IN 1866. 

The people of Southern Idaho were progressive, industrious and 
possessed good moral habits. Several churches were erected and 
services were well attended. Almost every one seemed to be inter- 
ested in securing good schools for the children. 

The laws, both civil and criminal, were good for the preservation 
of life and property, giving justice to all. The executive offices 
and courts were filled with honorable, competent men, who enforced 
the laws strictly. Our young Territory was fortunate in having 
but few drones, vagabonds, tramps or professional grafters, the 
population consisting mostly of energetic, enterprising people, who 
had come from different States in the Union. At that time it was not 
only an expensive trip to come to Idaho but it was, also, a danger- 
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oas journey as the Indians were constantlj on the warpath. So 
few people tried to come who were not energetic and enterprising. 

The people of 1866 seemed to settle down and be more contented 
than during previous years. In faet^ before this few had thought 
of remaining permanently in Idaho. Nearly all business had been 
connected directly or indirectly with mining, and the majority of 
people had thought only of iw<^lring money and then returning to 
their old homes, wherever they might be. 

Many who were fortunate did return, but others found it im- 
possible to arrange business matters so they could go and stayed on 
year after year until at last Idaho became home. They realised, 
after a few years, that the climate of Idaho could not be surpassed 
and that it was one of the choice spots made by the Supreme Being 
— ^why should they not stay? 



CHAPTER XXXI. 

PROORK8S AND DOING* OF THB PBOPLB OF IDAHO TBRBTTORT IN A 
OKNKRAL WA7 IN THB TBABS 1867-1870 INCLUtlTB. 

Dnrixig these four jean in Idaho, no very great amount of new 
deyelopments were made. The popnlation decreased considerable 
owing mainly to the working oat of many of the rich placer mines 
in Boise Basin. 

The reader must bear in mind, mining for anj kind of mineral 
differs from agricultural pursuits not only in the kind of labor 
and machinery used, but every ton of placer ground well worked is 
gone forever, so far as getting any more gold from it is concerned. 
The same with gold or silver quarts; neither placer ground nor 
quarts reproduces after having had the precious metals once ex- 
tracted; not so with agricultural lands, which, with proper care 
and good cultivation, reproduce each year so far as the memory 
of man runneth. The number of men engaged in placer mining 
in these years gradually decreased in most all of the placer min- 
ing camps in Idaho. 

A few new discoveries of placer ground were made, which at- 
tracted some attention, on what is known as Loon Creek and other 
streams in Lemhi County; but none of them proved to be very 
rich or extensive, and but few men remained in these new camps. 

A few of the mining men turned their attention to prospecting 
for gold and silver-bearing quarts ledges, and quite a large num- 
ber of locations were made in the different counties, which included 
Boise, Owyhee, Alturas and Lemhi counties. Many of them had 
considerable development work done on them, but few of them, 
except in Owyhee County, had machinery put on them for work- 
ing the ore, so the quarts mining industry in Idaho for these four 
years did not amount to much except in Owyhee County, where 
several quarts mills were in operation and the returns from the 
ore worked were very good, in fact some of the ore was very rich. 

Farming, upon the whole, increased considerable in the Territory 
in these four years. Some new locations were made in each county, 
and quite an amount of new improvement made by the farmers in 
the way of digging irrigating ditches, making fences, clearing up 
and cultivating new land, building new houses, bams, etc. 

Owing to the increased amount of agricultural products raised 
and the decreased demand on account of loss of population in 
mining camps, the price of agricultural products came down so low 



PBOORESS MADE IN 1867-70 H$ 

that it was very diaoonragmg to farmers, who still had to pay high 
prices for thcdr groceries and other necessary goods, indnding 
farming implements, high rate of taxes, etc. Under this state of 
affairs, upon the whole, the farmers conld not, as a role, he con* 
sidered prosperous during these fonr years. A few of them, who 
had set out fruit trees early, began to get considerable fruit which 
commanded a very good price. More attention was paid to the 
education of the children in these years than before. Quite a 
number of school houses were built in different parts of the Terri- 
tory, and public schools were maintained for several months in each 
year. Stock raising, cattle and horses increased to a considerable 
extent in these four years, and the market price for beef, horses, 
and mules kept up at good figures. 

The same old slow and expensive mode of transportation of 
freight and passengers by freight teams and stages still remained, 
though the rate on both freight and passengers was greatly re- 
duced from the prices charged in former years. 

The Union and Central Pacific Bailroads having been completed 
and a connection of their roads in May, 1869^ having been made, 
it enabled our merchants to ship their goods from either the East 
or from San Francisco to Kdton on the Central Pacific Railroad, 
which place was only two hundred and forty miles distant from 
Boise City, which was about forty miles less than Umatilla on the 
Columbia River, from where most all of our goods had been 
freighted before this change. 

The connecting of the Union and Central Pacific Railroads, 
which stretched across the great American plains, set many peo- 
ple in Idaho almost wild to visit their old homes in the Eastern 
States and many of them went; and, like many who now go annu- 
ally from the Eastern States to Europe with well-filled purses and 
return a few months later minus the contents, not only decreasing 
their wealth but lessening the circulating medium of their copntry 
by spending and leaving large amounts so far away that it sel- 
dom, if ever, gets back to where it was taken from; so with many 
of our people in 1869 And 1870, myself not an exception. Of 
course, we all had a good time, but our circulating medium was so 
much reduced that it was painfully felt in our business. We had 
spent it too far away from our homes for it to get back to per- 
form its service in the channels of trade soon, if ever. But we all 
lived owex it, and a few of us are still here. 

But few improvements were made in the different towns in 
Idaho during these four years. Some of the placer mining towns 
even went back, notably in the Boise Basin. Mining towns re- 
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dvee or decaj as the mines f aiL Towns in the agricultural dis- 
tricts held their own, with a few improyement in some of them. 

Congress did, at the earnest solicitation of onr delegate, Hon. 
£. D. Holbrook, make an appropriation to bnild a United States 
assay office and a penitentiary at or near Boise City. These boild- 
ings were both in conrse of constmction, and were completed in 
the year 1871. 



CHAPTER XXXII. 

THE FIFTH 8B08ION OF THB LSOIILATURB OF THB TXBBITORT OF IDAHO. 

This legislature convened at Boise City on December Tth^ 1868^ 
and adjonmed January 14^ 1869* 

The names of the members were as follows: 

MKMBBBS OF THB COHNCIL. 

G. W. Panl Ada County 

V. S. Anderson Altnras County 

W. M. Vance Boise County 

B. G. Allen Boise County 

A. J. Boomer Boise County 

C. C. Dudley Boise County 

S. P. C. Howard Idaho County 

J. S. Taylor Nez Perce County 

F. £. Ensign ^ Owyhee County 

J. M. Taylor Oneida County 

B. F. Yantes Shoshone County. 

President^ J. S. Taylor. 

HOUSB OF BBPRBSBirrATiyBS. 

Thos. H. Gallaway Ada County 

J. B. Wright Ada County 

Thos. B. Hart Ada County 

Meredith Kelly Alturas County 

Louis linbeck Alturas County 

W. S. Harley Boise County 

U. Marx Boise County 

Thos. Fay Boise County 

S. T. Hussman Boise County 

D. M. McOrew Boise County 

D. B. Moody Boise County 

S. (Joodnaugh Boise County 

Hayden Bailey Boise County 

E. T. Beatty Idaho County 

E. Mulkey Idaho County 

G. W. Bell Nee Perce County 

V. S. Zeigle Ne« Perce County 

Patrick Campbell Owyhee County 

Seth Cailin Owyhee County 

10 
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P. S. Qomn Owyhee County 

F. M. Shoemaker Oneida County 

W. A. Goulder Shoshone County 

Speaker, E. T. Beatty. 

It will be observed that it has been two years since the meeting 
of the Fourth or last session of the Territorial legislature. No 
donbt but the people felt grateful to the Congress of the United 
States for the change made in the law, from annual to bi-annual 
elections and meetings of the legislature, for several reasons. 
First: It stopped much expense and annoyance holding annual 
elections. Second: It gave the people time to find out and test 
the laws already enacted. Third: It at least stopped the extra 
pay given to members and attaches for one year out of every two, 
which was a saving of about fourteen thousand dollars to the tax- 
payers every other year. 

The Comptroller's report, dated December 1, 1868, shows: 

Jan. 1, 1868, balance in the treasury $ 6,058.50 

Dec. 1, 1868, receipts for past three quarters 87>579«88 

Making total receipts $ 48,682.88 

Dec 1, 1868, disbursements of Treasurer $ 85,454.94 

Balance left in treasury $ 8,177*94 

Dec. 1, 1868, total indebtedness to this date, including 

outstanding bonds, warrants, and interest $118,102.18 

Less cash in the treasury 8,177*94 

Dec. 1, 1868, debt, less amount in treasury $104,924.24 

Unpaid taxes for 1868 were $25,000; valuation of all assessa- 
ble property for the year 1868j as shown by reports, was $4,621,- 
980.49; Territorial tax was one per cent. 

Official vote for delegate to Congress in 1866 6.564 

Official vote for delegate to Congress in 1868 5,684 

Decrease in two years 980 

Estimated number of white population 25,000 

Estimated number of Chinamen 1,500 

It would seem that after waiting two years, the people concluded 
that they did not want so much legislation as had been given them 
annually heretofore, so they elected a new set of men all around to 
legislate for them this time, save and except one member of the 
House of the Fourth session, who was sent to the Council of the 
Fifth session. 



FIFTH SESSION OF LEGISLATURE U7 

The members of this Fifth session did not prove to be such ex- 
perts at making laws as some of their annual predecessors had 
been. Thej succeeded^ however^ in enacting laws and resolutions 
enough to cover one hundred and sixty-two pages. Some of them 
were good^ wholesome laws^ and others were not so good. 

Thej did not fail to draw the extra pay from the Territorial 
treasury^ which for members and attaches amounted to thirteen 
thousand nineteen dollars and twenty-five cents ($18^019.25); and^ 
for other incidental expenses^ one thousand four hundred two dol- 
lars and sixteen cents ($1^402.16)^ making a total of $14^421.41. 
This was all extra over and above what the United States Grovem- 
ment paid them. The amount paid them by the United States Gov- 
ernment was supposed to be in full for all services rendered by 
them^ but they seemed to think their services were worth more 
money. 

The act making this appropriation for extra pay to members and 
attaches of the legislature was passed at the First session of the 
Territorial legislature^ and approved January ISy 1864 (see pages 
527 and 528^ First Territorial Session Laws). At the time this 
act was passed^ it included extra pay for the Governor and the three 
Judges at the rate of $2^500 per annum each^ and the Territorial 
Secretary an extra $1^500 per annum — all to come out of the Ter- 
ritorial treasury. At the Third session, so much of the act of Jan- 
uary 13, 1864, was repealed as applied to giving extra compensa- 
tion to the three Judg^, the Governor, and the Secretary — approved 
January 9, 1866 (see page 106, Third Session Laws). But on 
January 12, 1866, an act was approved restoring the extra pay of 
the Governor and the Secretary (see page 145, Third Session Laws). 
At the Fourth session, an act was passed cutting the extra pay of 
the Governor and the Secretary off. 

Now comes the Fifth session and passed an act restoring the ex- 
tra pay of $2,500 each to the three Judges and to the Governor, 
and giving the Secretary $1,000 extra annually, and made this extra 
pay to commence on December 7, 1868, while the act was not ap- 
proved until January 14, 1869- This legislation took eleven thou- 
sand dollars annually from the Territorial treasury, and adding to 
this the extra pay of the members, attaches and incidentals, which 
made a total of $14,421.41, we have the sum of $25,421.41 legis- 
lated out of the Territorial Treasury for one year to pay officials 
and a few incidentals, for which the United States Government was 
paying a compensation fixed by the laws of Congress, and all of 
this to come from a few taxpayers whose property was assessed at 
a valuation of less than five million dollars for the year 1868, as 
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shown by the comptroller's report on page 11. The whole amount 
was $4^621^80.49. 

This Fifth session passed a new reirenne act repealing all former 
revenne acts. This is quite a lengthy act covering about fifty pages^ 
in which provisions are made for taxing most all kinds of property 
and businesses that are carried on in the ooontry. Upon the whole^ 
it was an improvement on onr former revenne laws. They reduced 
the levy for Territorial purposes from ten to eight mills on the 
dollar. 

Among the several acts passed at this session was an act appro- 
priating twenty-five hundred dollars for Charles Ostner, in consid- 
eration of his having presented^ as a gift to the people of Idaho 
Territory^ an equestrian statue of George Washington carved out of 
Idaho wood, by the said Ostner, at the expense of many months of 
hard labor. 

They also passed an act appropriating nineteen hundred four 
dollars and thirty-seven cents to pay S. R. Hewlett for the care and 
removal of the Territorial records from Lewiston to Boise City in 
1865 and for his services in taking care of them seven months. 

They appropriated money to pay for the publishing of the laws 
passed at this session; passed several acts for the relief of individ- 
uals, which did not relieve the people; passed an act creating the 
county of Lemhi, and locating the county seat at Salmon City. This 
act also appointed George L. Shoup, Benjamin S. Heath and £. H. 
Tuttle a board of county commissioners. It provided that Lemhi 
County should pay to Idaho County $700.00 as her share of the 
indebtedness of Idaho County. This act was approved January 15, 
1869 (see pages 119 and 120, Fifth Session Laws). 

While this legislature made a few good laws, it is a question 
whether the good legislation they enacted was a fair compensation 
for the increased debt they placed on the few struggling taxpayers. 

While the members of this Fifth session were most all new mem- 
bers, they did not fail to look out for themselves; and, also, for 
the financial well-being of other Territorial and county officers, 
with but little apparent regard for those who had to pay the bills. 



CHAPTER XXXIII. 

CLASSIFICATION OF LAND IN IDAHO— CRKATION OF COUNTIES GEN- 
ERAL REVIEW OF MEN AND COUNTIES FROM 1868 TO 1870. 

To attempt to give a correct classification of the different kinds 
of land in Idaho would be a very difficult task^ but it may be put 
down as approximately correct, as follows: 

Area 84,600 square miles, equal to 54,144,000 acres, classified as 
follows: 

ACRES. 

Agricultural, reclaimed and suaceptible of reclamation. .18,000,000 

Low mountain, hills, and gracing land 15,000,000 

Mountain, timber and mineral land 18,000,000 

Lakes, lava and rivers 8,144,000 

Total 54,144,000 

Prior to the passage of the act of Congress creating Idaho Terri- 
tory, on March 8rd, 1868, the legislature of Washington Territory 
had created four counties situated in a portion of the territory in- 
cluded in Idaho, namely, Shoshone, Nez Perce, Idaho and Boise 
counties. The three last named had been organized and had their 
respective county governments in operation with a full corps of 
county officers. In order to make the boundary lines of these coun- 
ties more definite, the Idaho legislature at its First session passed 
acts creating three more new counties in addition to the four named 
above ; also defined the boundary lines of the first four. These last 
three created were Owyhee, Alturas and Oneida counties. These 
seven counties included all of the territory that Idaho had when 
she became a State, but some of them were cut up and made into 
more counties before statehood. 

Shoshone County, situated in the northern portion of the Terri- 
tory, was the county in which the placer gold mines were discov- 
ered on the tributaries of the Clearwater River, in the southern por- 
tion of the county in I860, by Captain Pierce. Placer gold was dis- 
covered at three different places, and mining camps were established 
at each place; namely. Pierce City, Orofino and Elk City. The 
mines in these camps do not appear to have been extensive, only af- 
fording employment for a few hundred men and not extra rich. 

Among some of the early settlers in these mining camps were 
Captain Pierce the discoverer, Hon. Standford Capps, Hon. James 
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A. On, Hon. W. A. Oonlder^ Hon. W. H. Hudson^ Hon. W. F. 
McMillan. These last five named^ we assume, were prominent men 
in the development of that coimty, as their names appear on the 
legislative rolls in the early sessions of the legislatures from that 
county. 

Shoshone County being a mountainous county with but little ag- 
ricultural land, little was done in the way of agriculture. A large 
area of land in this county was well covered with fine pine timber. 
Soon after the placer mines began to fail to produce well in the 
three small camps mentioned herein, the people nearly all left the 
county, leaving only a few hundred to keep up and maintain a 
county government. The valuation of assessable property in this 
county for several years was less than one hundred thousand dol- 
lars, and the number of voters less than two hundred. 

The people of this county had a hard struggle until 1882, when 
the richest lead and silver-bearing quartz mines in the United States 
were discovered in the northern part of the county; and soon after 
this, the people began to discover the great wealth that lay in the 
fine belts of timber in that county; and now Shoshone County can 
truly say that she ships more mineral and timber wealth annually 
than any other two or three counties in Idaho. Verily, the old 
adage that the "last shall be first" has come true in the case of 
Shoshone County. The county seat of this county is now located 
at Wallace, a nice town situated in the center of the mining dis- 
trict, and is surrounded by large bodies of fine timber nearby with 
good railroad facilities. 

NBZ PBRCB COUNTY. 

When this county was reorganized, her boundary lines were de- 
fined by an act of the Legislature of Idaho, approved February 4th, 
1864, and her boundary lines have been changed some since. But 
that large piece of territory that lay north and west of Nez Perce 
County, having but few settlers, was, by act of December 22nd, 
1864, created as Latah and Kootenai counties but not organized, 
and attached to Nez Perce for judicial purposes to await the action 
of the people. Since that time, these counties of Latah and Kootenai 
have been organized under the act of December 22nd, 1864, of 
which we will speak later on. 

Lewiston, which is situated at the junction of the Clearwater 
River and the Snake River, was made the county seat of Nez Perce 
County, and is at the head of navigation for steamboats on the 
Snake River. Lewiston, being at the head of navigation, was the 
distributing depot for all of Northern Idaho for many years, which 
made it a very important place. 
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The Nez Perce Indian Reservation waa located in 1855^ and is 
sitoated within the boundary lines of Nez Perce County. The old 
Spalding Mission at Lapwai^ located in 1886^ is situated within the 
boundary lines of this county. An Indian agency was established at 
this place in 1860^ and a military post^ in 1861^ which has since been 
abandoned by the United States Oovemment. 

Lewiston has been^ and still is, a very important place for the 
distribution of goods for the interior towns and for the shipment of 
agricultural products to the seaboard. Lewiston held the capital for 
two years by virtue of the Governor designating that place for the 
legislature to meet, the Organic Act of Congress having failed to 
locate the capital. In 1862, before Idaho was organized, Lewiston 
shipped out by pack trains most all the supplies that came with the 
great rush of people, who went to what was called the Salmon River 
(Florence) and other smaller mining camps. 

The buildings at Lewiston consisted mostly of large tents; and 
the streets were paved with a deep layer of loose sand, which would 
mingle freely with the frequent lively chinook winds that came up 
the river with such force that both men and pack mules would have 
to hunt some kind of a wind-break or else take a serious risk of 
having their eyesight cut out by the sharp sand. This is no dream. 
I was there and have had experience in these gentle wind and sand 
gales; but, long ago, the good enterprising people of that place 
either subdued or had this sand blown away, and have built a fine 
town with good streets. 

Nez Perce County may be put down as a fine agricultural, horti- 
cultural and stock raising country, with a good healthy climate, and 
settled by an intelligent and thrifty people. The valuation of her 
assessable property in 1870 was $428,581.25; and the number of 
votes cast in 1870 for the delegate to Congress was 816. The 
reader must remember that before the year 1870, the best of the 
placer mines in Idaho had been worked out, and about two-thirds of 
her early population had left. 

Among some of the early settlers of Nez Perce County were Wil- 
liam Craig, John Siloott, L. Bacon, George Zeigle, Hill Beachy, 
Thomas Beall, and many others. Rev. Mr. Spalding was first to 
locate and settle at Lapwai Mission in 1886; but, on account of In- 
dian hostilities, left in 1847. Below we give Mr. Thomas Beall's 
account of the arrival of the first steamer: 

"In regard to the first steamer to reach Lewiston, it was the 
Colonel Wright and not the Okanogan. The latter boat did not 
ascend the Snake River till 1862. 

"The Colonel Wright was the first steamer built above The Dalles, 
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and on the evening of the third day of May, 1861, entered the month 
of the Clearwater and proceeded aa far aa the Nes Perce agency at 
the mouth of the Lapwai, where she tied up for the night The 
next day. May 4, Mr. A. J. Cain, the agent, John Silcott, myself 
and several others went aboard and started op the river. Onr late 
townsman, S. S. Slater, was one of the passengers, and had a 
quantity of goods aboard for the mines. We found the rapids so 
strong above the Big Eddy that we had to put out a cable and it 
parted and we drifted down into the eddy. 

"Captain Len White was in conunand of the steamer, and our 
veteran steamboat captain, E. W. Baughman, was mate. Captain 
White concluded to go back, so we went down to the mouth of Bed- 
rock Creek and discharged the freight, which consisted of Slater's 
goods. Our late townsman. Lot Wiggin, was with Slater as derk. 
There was no town started until the Wright's second trip. This 
is a matter of history and we want it correct. Yours, 

"THOMAS BEALL." 



IDAHO COUNTY. 

This county was created by the Washington Territory legislature 
and re-bounded by the First Idaho legislature. It lays south of 
Nes Perce and Shoshone counties and extends south to the divide 
between the waters of the Weiser River on the south, and the waters 
of the Sahnon River on the north, and extended east to the line di- 
viding Idaho and Montana. A few years later, the county of Lemhi 
was created out of the eastern portion of Idaho County. 

The Salmon River or Florence mines are situated in the south- 
western portion of this county a few miles north of the Salmon 
River in a basin in the high mountains. Placer gold was found 
in large quantities in a few claims, but the best pajring claims were 
worked out in the year 1862. Warrens mining camp was discovered 
south of Salmon River that Sununer in Idaho County, but was 
neither extensive or very rich. What is called Big Camas Prairie, 
in the north, is situated in Idaho County, and is among one of the 
richest bodies of agricultural land in the West. In packing sup- 
plies from Lewiston to the Salmon or Florence mines in 1862, we 
had to cross this fine large prairie, which was unsettled at that 
time. It was covered with a luxuriant gprowth of bunch grass that 
was beautiful to see and most excellent feed for our animals; but, 
when we left the prairie and started up the rouj^, narrow trail in 
the mountains, it was a little tough. 

Idaho County may properly be classed as a fine agricultural and 
stock raising county with a large amount of good timber and a 
great many large low-grade gold-bearing quarts ledges. 
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Among the earliest settlers was the late Hon. L. P. Brown^ who 
settled in 1862 at the place he called Mt. Idaho at the base of the 
mountain where the Mose Milner trail started up the momitain for 
the Florence mines. Mr. Brown succeeded in getting the county 
seat located at his Mt. Idaho town. He built a large hotel there. 
He kept a good house^ and always gave the traveler value received 
for his money. Mt. Idaho, being away from the center of popula- 
tion, after many years the county seat was moved to Grangeville, 
near the center of population. The late Hon. S. S. Fenn was an- 
other one of the early settlers of Idaho County. These two old 
pioneers, Messrs. Brown and Fenn, were good, upright and intel- 
ligent men, who always performed their duty promptly as good 
citizens, and as worthy officials when holding office. The late Ben 
Morris and Alonzo Lealand took active parts in Idaho County in 
its early settlement, as did Captain Ralph Bledsoe and Chris Hig- 
bee, and all of them performed their parts well. 

The valuation of assessable property in Idaho County, in the year 
1870, was $159,168.75, and the number of votes cast in 1870, was 
878. 

BOISS COUNTT. 

This county was created by act of the Washington legislature at 
their session held in the Winter of 1862 and 1868. At the First 
session of the Idaho legislature, an act was passed defining the 
boundaries of this county, approved February 4fth, 1864. This 
county lies south of Idaho County. Its boundary line extended as 
far east as the junction of the Bruneau River with the Snake River, 
and followed down the Snake River to the southwest line of Idaho 
County. Its boundary lines included, at that time, all of what is 
now Boise, Ada, Washington and Canyon counties. 

Boise County, as it is now constituted, contains all of what is 
commonly called the Boise Basin, where very rich placer gold mines 
were discovered in the summer of 1862. These mines created a 
great excitement all over the Pacific coast. In the Spring of 1868 
there was about 20,000 people came to this mining camp, which 
covered a considerable area of land, which was about fifteen miles 
square. Mining was the principal business in this county for about 
seven years. By the year 1870, many of the best mines were pretty 
well worked out and the people began to leave the mines. Some 
settled in the small valleys in the county and engaged in farming 
and stock raising, while many others returned to their old homes 
in different states. 

Boise County may be put down as having a large amount of min- 
eral land, both placer and gold-bearing quarts ; a large quantity of 
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good timber; a large area o£ good grmiing land^ and a considerable 
amount of good agricoltoral land. 

In the sixties, Boise County had a much larger population than 
any county in the Territory. Several flourishing towns were built 
up during the Fall of 1868 and the Spring and Summer of 1864 
in the Boise Basin mining district, among which were Idaho City, 
Centerville, Pioneer City and Placerville. Each of these towns was 
surrounded by rich placer mines, and none of them more than four- 
teen miles apart. 

Idaho City was the largest and had a population of at least five 
thousand with many business houses with large stocks of goods. 
From some unknown cause, fire broke out in Idaho City on May 8th, 
1865, and consumed most all of the business portion of the town, 
burning all goods and supplies on hand by the merchants, except 
what some of them had in fire-proof cellars. The loss from this 
fire was estimated to be near one million dollars with but little in- 
surance. This was a heavy loss to many, and a set-back to the busi- 
ness of the country g^erally. But as fast as lumber and other ma- 
terial could be procured, nearly all who had lost their buildings, 
rebuilt on a larger and more expensive scale. 

Not long after the town had been well built up and the people 
had begun to recover pretty well from their losses from the fire in 
1865, another fire broke out in July, 1867, and consumed most of 
the town, goods, supplies, etc., except what was stored in fire-proof 
cellars. This was a much harder blow on the business men than the 
fire of 1865. The loss was about the same, but, by this time, many 
of the rich mines had been pretty well worked out, and the pros- 
pect for good business in the future did not look good enough to 
induce many to rebuild. However, there were a few more substan- 
tial business houses built of brick, which are still occupied. After 
the fire of 1867, many of the merchants and other business men left 
Idaho City. A few of them located in Boise City and the remainder 
scattered over the country. 

There were too many prominent men in Boise County in the early 
days for us to undertake to give their names. The county seat was 
located at Idaho City. The valuation of assessable property in 
Boise County in 1870 was $1,076,595.08 ; and the votes of the county 
for the same year were 1,557. 

OWTHXB COUNTT. 

This county was created by act of the First legislature of Idaho, 
approved February 4rth, 1864. This county covered all the territory 
south of Snake River to the Oregon and Nevada lines, and east to 
the Goose Creek range of mountains. 
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In 1868^ a limited amount of gold placer mines were discovered 
on Jordan Creek^ which paid well with workings but were pretty 
weU worked oat in two years. The gold here contained a large per- 
centage of silver which reduced its value to about eleven dollars per 
omice. Daring the Fall of 1868 and Summer of 1864^ some very 
rich gold and silver quartz discoveries were made on a mountain 
called War Eagle near where the placer mines were located. Several 
quartz mills were erected in 1865 and 1866 to work the ore from 
these quartz ledges^ some of which proved to be very rich in silver 
and gold. From these quartz mines^ large quantities of bullion were 
produced for several years^ and a number of them are still pro- 
ducing well up to this time^ 1907. 

Owyhee County is noted for her rich quartz mines; her large 
amount of good grazing lands; and for a limited amount of very 
excellent agricultural lands. 

The county seat is at Silver City near the mining camps. The 
value of assessable property in the year 1870 was $588^881.50; 
from some unknown cause^ this is less than half what it had been 
reported in former years. We take our figures from the comp- 
troller's report^ but we think there must have been a mistake in his 
report. The vote cast in that county in 1870 was 575. 

ALTURAS COUNTY. 

This county was created at the First session of the Territorial 
legislature^ the act being approved February 4th^ 1864. Alturas 
County lies east and south of Boise County^ taking in the country 
north of Snake River from the Bruneau River to Lost River^ and 
as far north as the Sawtooth range of mountains^ following said 
range of mountains to the eastern boundary line of Boise County. 

While this county was very large in area^ only a small portion 
of it attracted people to settle there for several reasons: Firsts a 
large portion was mountainous; second^ there was a considerable 
amount of lava country, and most of the agricultural lands was arid 
and required artificial irrigation to produce crops ; and last, but not 
least, there were roving bands of Indians in this county for many 
years, who were very annoying to the few settlers there. 

Some gold quartz ledges were discovered in the mountainous 
part of this county near the headwaters of Boise River in the years 
1868 and 1864. Two small mining towns were built — Rocky Bar 
and Atlanta — ^where a few hundred men located for mining and 
trading purposes. There was a great deal of development work 
done on the ledges in these camps, and a few quartz mills and sev- 
eral arrastres were erected. Quite a quantity of ore, which was 
worked, paid fairly well, but, owing to the deep snows, long Win- 
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ters and expensive transportation^ these mining camps could not 
offer sufficient inducements to capitalists to come in and put up 
proper machinery to work them^ only on a very limited scale. 

In later years^ this county came to the front in agriculture^ stock 
raisings minings etc.^ of which we will speak later on. Alturas 
County^ as first created^ may be put down as having a large amount 
of mineral^ timber and fine gracing land; a large amount of good 
agricultural land^ when irrigated; and some worthless lava land^ so 
far as man knows at this time. The county seat was located at 
Rocky Bar. The assessable property in 1870 was $159>S87.97; and 
the votes cast in 1870 were 248. 

ONEIDA COUNTY. 

This county was created at the First session of the Idaho legis- 
lature^ the act being approved January 22nd, 1864. Oneida seemed 
to cover all of what is commonly called Southeastern Idaho, in fact 
it covered some that was given to Wyoming in 1868. This was a 
very large county bounded on the west by Alturas and Owyhee 
counties, on the south by Utah, on the east by the Rocky range, on 
the north by the jog in the Idaho line. 

This county has been divided up several times in late years; but 
as first created in its wild virgin state, it was not at all inviting to 
the emigprant, homesteader, capitalist or prospector. It consisted of 
one vast plain of sagebrush land with a few hills and mountains 
with timber and numerous small streams and fertile bottom lands, 
with the great Snake River coming from the east flowing west across 
the county, and with many wild Indians roving at will over the 
county. No mines having been discovered in this county in the 
early days, so but few people were attracted to this county for some 
years. Finally, the settlers along the northern boundary of Utah 
began to spread over onto the southern boundary of Oneida County, 
but it was several years before many people went to that county. 

A large Indian reservation was established for the Bannock 
Indians within the boundary lines of this county in 1866. This 
tended to retard the settlement and improvement of this county 
for several years. 

The county seat of Oneida county was located at Soda Springs 
by the act creating the county. This place being far away from 
the center of settlement, the county seat was later on removed to 
Malad City in the southern portion of the county. 

Oneida County, as first established, may be put down as con- 
taining a large area of good wild agricultural land, susceptible of 
easy reclamation; a fine lot of good grazing land for stock; a 
limited amount of mountainous timber land with some little min- 
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eral land carrying gold in placer and quartz in small quantities. 
The famous soda springs^ near the old emigrant road, used to at- 
tract the attention of all passing emigrants. They were situated 
in this county, as it was first constituted. 

The valuation of assessable property in this county, for the 
year 1870, was $192,284; and the number of votes cast, 207. It 
will be seen by this that people were slow in settling in this county ; 
but later on, it seemed to be very attractive to homeseekers and 
at this date — 1907 — ^with her several subdivisions, supports quite 
a large population which seems to be prosperous. 

We have given a brief description of the seven counties as first 
organized by the Idaho Territorial legislature, in January, 1864, 
which seven counties embraced the whole of Idaho, as now con- 
stituted, prior to 1870. Two more counties were created by the 
division of two of these original counties, of which we will now 
speak. 

ADA COUNTY. 

This county was created by an act of the Second session of the 
Territorial legislature, which was approved December 22nd, 1864. 
The territory included in Ada County was all taken from Boise 
County and covered all of what is now Ada, Washington and Can- 
yon counties. The two counties last named were created from por- 
tions of Ada at a later date than we are now writing of. The 
county seat of Ada County was located at Boise City by the act 
creating the county. 

At the same session of the legislature, an act was passed and 
approved December 7th, 1864, to permanently locate the capital 
of Idaho Territory at Boise, on and after December 24th, 1864. 
There was some dissatisfaction about the removal of the capital, 
which was then at Lewiston by order of the Governor, which re- 
sulted in some litigation, so that the archives of the capital did not 
arrive at Boise City until October, 1865, after which time all was 
quiet. 

It was supposed that, as soon as the capital was located at Boise 
City, the town would boom ahead rapidly ; but, not so ; most of the 
people who came preferred to take a chance in the mines in Boise 
Basin or at Silver City, and but few settled on ranches until they 
had tried their luck in the mining camps. Most all who did settle 
on farming land in this country in those days were unable to put 
their land in proper condition to produce good crops for several 
years. 

Everything the farmers needed was very expensive. Even their 
seed grain had to be brought from Oregon. None of them could 
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afford to hire help^ but often had to leave their homes and go to 
some mining camp and work for wages to get money to buy pro- 
visions and clothing for themselves and families; so improvements 
in the comitry and in the town were slow for several years^ but 
some progress was made each jear. 

Range for stock was good in this comity^ and all who had stock 
did well ; bnt most of them sold ont their stock of cattle and sheep 
to butchers in the mining camps^ got the cash and left. 

THE LOCATION OF THE CAPITAL CITT OF IDAHO. 

A United States military post had been established near where 
Boise City was located about July 6th, 1868, a day or two before 
the Capital City was laid ont. 

Boise City was located at what might be called the junction of 
cross-roads of two great thoroughfares — wag^n and stage roads — 
one leading from the Oregon and Washington Territory country 
through Boise City to Salt Lake and from there east; the other 
road leading from the rich Boise Basin mining district via Boise 
City and on to the rich mining district at Silver City in Owyhee 
County, thence south into Nevada. 

This certainly was a very favorable location, coupled with a 
large area of ezceUent agricultural land in the Boise, Payette, 
Weiser and Snake River valleys easy of reclamation, to say noth- 
ing of the hundreds of thousands of acres of sagebrush table lands 
that have since proved to be fine agricultural land when culti- 
vated and irrigated. It would seem that with all these advantages 
the county and city should have improved rapidly, but not so; the 
people were poor, county and Territorial governments were rather 
expensive, taxes high, and the progress was slow for a number of 
years. 

Ada County, as first created, had a large amount of good agpri- 
cultural, horticultural and gprazing lands easy of redamation, and 
a small amount of mineral and timber lands. The assessable prop- 
erty in 1870 was $918,141.00; and the vote for delegate in 1870 
was 852. 

Among the first settlers of Boise City and Ada County were 
Thomas and Frank Davis, Cyrus Jacobs, Crawford Slocum & Co., 
Durell & Moore, Dr. Ephriam Smith, H. C. Riggs, Jas. D. Agnew, 
Peter Sonna, Robert Willson, H. J. O. Maxon, Seth Bixby, A. G. 
Redway, and James S. Reynolds. 

LEMHI COUNTY. 

This county was created out of the southeastern portion of Idaho 
County by act of the Territorial legislature passed at its Fifth 
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session^ approved January 9th, 1869* The county seat was located 
by the act at Salmon City, where it still remains. 

It is said that in the year 1854 a small colony of Mormons set- 
tled in the Lemhi Valley aboot twenty miles from where Salmon 
City is located. They bnilt a small stockade or fort for protection 
against the Indians. It is said that they constructed a ditch for 
irrigating, and carried on farming to some extent for two seasons, 
but they were annoyed so much by the Indians, who became so 
hostile that it was not safe for them to remain longer, and they all 
left in 1857 and returned to Utah from whence they had come. 

So this part of the country was abandoned by the whites until 
the year 1866, when white men again invaded it, prospecting for 
placer gold mines, which they found on the Salmon River and its 
tributaries, also several good gold-bearing quarts ledges. Since 
that time, the country has been occupied by white people with but 
little interference from Indians. 

Lemhi County has a large area of mineral, grazing and moun- 
tainous timber lands, with a considerable amount of good agri- 
cultural lands in small bodies. 

Lemhi County is noted for having furnished the last Territorial 
Grovemor, the first State Governor, the first United States Senator 
elected — ^all three in the person of the late Hon. George L. Shoupl 

Lemhi county's assessable property in 1870 was $81,886. Her 
vote for delegate in 1870 was 486. The principal business at that 
time was mining. 

This concludes a brief summary of the nine counties in exist- 
ence in the Territory of Idaho up to and including the year 1870, 
which nine counties included all the territory of Idaho. Since that 
time, many changes in boundary lines have been made, and the 
number of counties has been more than doubled by dividing up 
several of the large counties, all of which we will speak of later on. 



CHAPTEB XXXIV. 

SIXTH IBSSION OF THX UBOin.ATUHB OF THX TBRBITOAT — CONVXNKD 
AT BOIIB CITY DBCXMBXR 8, 1870; ADJOURNED JANUABT 

18, 1871. 

The names of the members of the Cormcil were as follows: 

I. N. Ck>stoii Ada Comity 

John McNally Altmras Comrty 

R O. Allen Boise Comity 

Wm. Lynch Boise Connty 

W. M. Vance Boise Coonty 

H. A. Mattox Boise Comity 

S. P. C. Howard Idaho Comity 

B. J. Nordyke Lemhi Comity 

C. C. Call Ne« Perce County 

J. H. Stmnp Oneida Comity 

D. G. Monroe Owyhee Connty 

Gilmore Hays Owyhee Connty 

B. F. Yantis Shoshone County 

President of Comicil, D. O. Monroe. 

The House of Representatives was composed of the following: 

W. A. Yates Ada County 

i W. T. Porter Ada Comity 

T. D. Cahalan Ada County 

P. Everett Ada Comity 

R. W. Marshall Alturas Coun^ 

E. B. Hall Alturas Comity 

J. H. Wickersham Boise County 

D. B. Mooney Boise Comity 

J. J. Tompkins Boise County 

A. £. Callaway Boise County 

John West Boise County 

J. H. Hawley Boise County 

Julian Smith Boise County 

J. O. Hughes Boise County 

Perry Clark Idaho County 

P. Cleary Idaho County 

Jefferson Williams Lemhi County 

J. P. Silverwood , Ne« Perce County 

H. H. Wheeler Ncz Perce County 

J. W. Morgan Oneida County 
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J. B. Pierce Owyhee County 

W. P. Usher Owyhee County 

P. Campbell Owyhee County 

J. R. Crawford Owyhee County 

W. H. VanSlyke Qwyhee County 

W. B. Yantis Shoshone County 

Speaker, W. A. Yates. 

At the beginning of this session, there appeared to be two reports 
of The territorial Comptroller and Territorial Treasurer, the first 
purporting to cover the time from December 1, 1868, to and includ- 
ing December 81st, 1869 (thirteen months), and the second cover- 
ing the time from December 81st, 1869^ to November 80ih, 1870 
(eleven months). While these reports make a very discouraging 
showing to the over-burdened taxpayers, they are more satisfactory 
than any made before, from the fact that they cover all the time 
that intervened since the reports made to the last legislative assem- 
bly. The custom heretofore followed by these Territorial officials 
seemed to have been to have their reports cover the first three quar- 
ters of the year, leaving out the fourth quarter and not including it 
in the next report during the first four years when sessions of 
the legislature were held each year for four years. The Fifth ses- 
sion was held two years after the Fourth session, but the reports 
of these Territorial officials do not appear to cover the time of but 
one of the last years. It may be, however, that reports of the 
first year were made to the Governor and never sent to the legisla- 
ture. We think it doubtful whether the members of the legislature 
ever thought to inquire into this matter. 

From the first report we have in connection with this, the Sixth 
session, from the Comptroller, covering time from December 1, 
1868, to December 81, 1869^ we take the following extracts: 

Balance in Treasury December 1, 1868 $ 8,977.94 

Dec. 81, 1869, paid in to treasury, for 18 months, from 

all sources 79>809>65 

(The receipts as shown in this report, include most of the taxes 
for the two years, 1868-9.) 
Paid out: 

For interest on territorial bonds $17,475.75 

Prison fund warrants redeemed 20,121.99 

General fund warrants redeemed 25,955.98 

School fund warrants redeemed 160.65 

Library fund warrants redeemed 284.27 

Express charges on money received 715.40 

Printing, adv. and newspapers 116.29 
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Postage 828.54 

Stationery 140.69 

Rent of office. Comptroller and Treasurer 1^850.00 

Fnel and sawing 260.98 

Office fumitnre and lights 189*66 

Treasurer's Com 8,748.28 

Dec 81, Bal. in treasury 17,194.16 

Total $87,987.59 

The amount of assessable property for the year 1869, as shown 
by reports, was $5,544,501.86. Territorial tax, eight mills on the 
dollar. During the time this report covers, the Comptroller issued 
warrants as follows: 

Against general fund $40,508.67 

Against prison fund 19,088.82 

Against prison fund 160.65 

Total $59,702.64 

Of this amount, there was issued to the three Judges, 

for extra compensation $ 7,500.00 

To the Grovemor, for extra compensation 2,500.00 

To the Secretary, for extra compensation 1,000.00 

Extra compensation to members and attaches of the 

Fifth session of the legislature 18,019.25 

Total $24,019.25 

This amount was given as extra pay to officers who were receiv- 
ing pay from the United States Oovemment. Besides this, there 
were a number of other warrants issued in accordance with legis- 
lative enactment, which, considering the condition of the people to 
pay, we think ought never to have been ordered. 

The Treasurer reports the Territorial debt on December 81st, 
1869, as follows: 

Bonded debt $ 78,954.98 

Interest on same 789.55 

General fund warrants outstanding 20,728.48 

Interest on same 1,710.87 

Prison fund, warrants outstanding 26,290.14 

Interest on same 8,948.50 

Total $127,862.42 

Amount in treasury 17,194.16 

Balance indebtedness $110,168.26 
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The finances seemed to have been condncted upon the principle 
that the more revenue we take in^ the more liberal we should be 
with the officers, no matter if the Territory did get a little more in 
debt each year. 

We will now take up the next reports of these Territorial officers, 
which cover from December 31st, 1869> to November 30th, 1870 
(eleven months). The assessment roU shows valuation of all prop- 
erty assessed for the year 1870 to be $3,665,705.55. The Territo- 
rial portion of tax, eight mills on the dollar. This is a falling off 
of $1,878,795.81 in the valuation from the year 1869> or about one- 
third. The greatest decrease seems to have been in Owyhee county, 
which is less than one-third of what it was the year before. The 
decrease from the year before in the different counties, was as fol- 
lows: 

Owyhee $1,238,008.25 Alturas $ 29,697.03 

Boise 372,701 .80 Nez Perce 25,480.52 

Ada 100,150.01 Shoshone 12,336.85 

Lemhi 96,880.39 

Idaho 39,75925 $1,915,014.10 

Oneida increased assessment $ 36,218 . 29 



Decrease in assessment in 1870, below that of 1869- $1,878,795. 81 
All of the counties fell off in valuation of property except Oneida, 
which increased on account of the matter of the line dividing Utah 
and Idaho having been esta.blished, which showed that a number of 
people who had claimed to be in Utah were in Idaho, and were as- 
sessed in Idaho for the first time in 1870. The large decrease in 
the assessed valuation of property in Owyhee County is a problem 
which it is difficult to solve at this late date. However, at that time 
there seemed to have been a general falling off or depreciation in 
value of property throughout the Territory. It also appears that 
at the time the Comptroller made his report, December 1, 1870, that 
the subsequent assessment rolls for the counties of Lemhi, Owyhee 
and Shoshone, for that year had not been received at his office. 
They may have increased the assessment of these counties and of 
the Territory when they came in. 

The Comptroller's report shows that he issued for the eleven 
months ending November 30, 1870, warrants on account of current 
expenses, amounting to $30,876.41. This did not include the sal- 
ary of the Comptroller, nor of the Treasurer, nor rents, fuel, lights 
and other incidental expenses, which seem to have been paid in cash 
out of the treasury on vouchers. These officers seemed to have 
looked out for themselves and got their pay in cash. 
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The Treasurer's report for the eleven months ending November 
SO(h, 1B70, is as follows: 

Dea SI, 1S69, balance on hand $ 17,184.15 

Nov. 80, 1870, received from all sources 31,728.92 

Total $ 48,908.07 

Disbursements daring same period 82,881.11 

Balance on hand Nov. 80, 1870 $ 16,576.96 

He reports Territorial indebtedness Nov. 80, 1870, to 

be: Bonded debt with interest dne $ 79,078.49 

Warrant debt with interest due 67,802.68 

Total debt $146,776.17 

Cash in treasury 16,576.96 

Nov. 80, 1870, debt less cash on hand $180,19921 

The comptroller reports the official vote for delegate to Congress 
at the Jmie election in 1870 to be only 4,724. This seems to be a 
poor showing all around— decrease in population, decrease of taxa- 
ble property and an increase of public debt, with high taxes. Cer- 
tainly this was not very encouraging to the few taxpayers, nor in- 
viting to others to come. 

In those days the usual output from the mines had fallen off 
greatly, and most of the money was sent away soon after it was 
taken from the mines by our merchants to pay for goods and other 
necessary supplies. Our per capita circulating medium ran down 
very low. The extravagance practiced by our legislature in allow- 
ing extra pay to themselves and to the federal officers and large 
fees to county officers, was so discouraging to taxpayers that many 
people left the country, and but few came to take their places. 

On July 15, 1870, Congress passed an act which nullified all Ter- 
ritorial laws that provided that extra compensation should be paid 
to any federal officer, or to members of the legislature in Territo- 
ries. This action by Congress was a Ood'-send to the oppressed tax- 
payers of Idaho. It lessened the expense of Territorial govern- 
ment one-half. 

As to what laws were passed at the Sixth session of the Territo- 
rial legislature, we are unable to give any of them from the fact 
that we cannot find a single copy of the Sixth Session Laws. I do 
not think the people will be much the loser if none of them are ever 
found. 

At this time it seemed difficult to get a Governor for Idaho. Gov- 
ernor Ballard's term of four years expired on April 80th, 1870. 
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Samuel Bard was appointed on March dOth^ 1870^ to take Ballard's 
place. He never came. Gilman Marston was appointed on June 
7th^ 1870. He never pnt in an appearance. On January ISth, 
1871, A. H. Connor was appointed and he failed to show up. On 
April 19th^ 1871^ Thos. M. Bowen was appointed. He came and 
stayed in Boise a week or ten days. He left and resigned. During 
all this time E. J. Curtis^ Territorial Secretary, was acting Gover- 
nor. He delivered a message to the Sixth session of the legisla- 
ture, which met December 5th, 1870, which message was a very 
creditable document. But the President seemed determined we 
should have a Governor from some eastern State, so on October 24, 
1871, Thomas W. Bennett of Indiana was appointed Governor of 
Idaho. He came soon after his appointment, and remained for 
some time. 



CHAPTER XXXV. 

NAMES OF FEDERAL AND TERRITORIAL OFFICERS FROM MARCH 10^ 

1863 TO JANUARY^ 1870. 

Idaho's first Governor^ William H. Wallace^ was appointed on 
March lOth^ 1863. He was in Washington^ D. C.^ at the time of 
his appoinment. The usual route traveled by officials from the 
East to the West in those days was by water, by the way of Pan- 
ama, San Francisco and Portland, which took considerable time. 
He did not arrive in Idaho until in July, 1863. As soon as he could 
have the census taken, lay the Territory off in legislative districts, 
appoint judges of elections, call an election (which he did for Oc- 
tober 31, 1863), get the returns in and canvas them and issue cer- 
tificates to members of the legislature and one to himself as dele- 
gate for Idaho to Congress, he resigned as Governor and returned 
to Washington, D. C, leaving the duties of Governor of Idaho to be 
performed by the Territorial Secretary, William B. Daniels, who 
was appointed Secretary on the same day that Wallace was ap- 
pointed Governor. It may be presumed that Mr. Wallace went back 
to Washington, D. C, soon as convenient got his certificate on file, 
drew mileage and salary for the balance of that term of Congress, 
but what became of him I do not know. 

William B. Daniels performed the duties of both Grovemor and 
Secretary. He delivered a very creditable message to the First 
session of the Idaho legislature on December 9^ 1863, and con- 
tinued to discharge the duties of both offices until he retired. 

Caleb Lyon was appointed Governor February 26, 1864, but did 
not arrive in Idaho until about August 1st, 1864. He was a jolly 
old fellow and remained most two years. He delivered a fairly 
good message to the legislature each year. In the meantime Con- 
gress had made the Governor of Idaho ez-officio Superintendent of 
Indian affairs of Idaho. This Governor was well posted on public 
affairs in the eastern States, but knew but little of the Northwest. 
But he thought well of himself and seemed to act as if he thought 
the people should allow him to think for them and direct them in 
all matters of importance. The result was that he did not always 
have fair sailing. However, after nearly two years of service, 
there seemed to be some complaints about the disbursement or 
non-disbursement of money that came into his hands as ez-offiio 
Superintendent of Indian affairs, and he was called to report at 
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Washington^ D. C.^ for an adjustment of his accounts. That was 
the end of hinii so far as Idaho was concerned. 

William B. Daniels was succeeded as Territorial Secretary about 
the first of August^ 1864, by C. DeWitt Smith, who held the office 
until succeeded by Horace G. Gilson in September, 1865. On 
April 10th, 1866, David W. Ballard of Oregon was appointed Gov- 
ernor of Idaho Territory. Governor Ballard was not much of a 
statesman. He was by profession and practice a physician. He 
was a very pleasant and agreeable gentleman, quite a politician, 
and upon the whole a very good man. He served his four-year term 
out and until about July 1st, 1870, at which time he returned to 
his home in Yam Hill County, Oregon. We were then left without 
a Governor for more than one year. 

Horace C. Gilson, whose duties, among others, were to disburse 
the money appropriated by Congress to pay the members and at- 
taches of the legislature, received a check for this purpose amount- 
ing to about twenty-five thousand dollars. He procured stage fare 
for himself and another person from Boise to Walla Walla to be 
paid upon return, ostensibly going down to get this government 
check cashed. He went, but after reaching Portland, he seemed 
to change his mind and took passage to some foreign country and 
has not yet returned; neither has the government money nor the 
stage fares ever showed up. 

On July 26th, 1866, S. R. Hewlett (who was a resident of Boise) 
was appointed Territorial Secretary for Idaho. Mr. Hewlett got 
along fairly well, except some lively friction he had with the legis- 
lature at the Fourth session. We were not present and do not know 
who was to blame, so will leave the details of it out. Mr. Hewlett 
held his position as Secretary until May, 1869^ when he was suc- 
ceeded by Edward J. Curtis, also a resident of Boise, a lawyer and 
a very competent and pleasant gentleman. Mr. Curtis held this 
position for nearly nine years, a large portion of which time he was 
acting Governor. Everything went along quietly and smoothly 
during his administration. 

Justices of the District and Supreme Court were appointed as 
follows : 

Sidney Edgerton, Chief Justice, March 10th, 1863. Alex C. Smith, 
Associate Justice, March 10th, 1863. Samuel C. Parks, Associ- 
ate Justice, March 10th, 1863. 

These Judges seemed to get along fairly well, but from some 
cause, none of them kept their places very long. On July 2dth, 
1864, Silas Woodson was appointed Chief Justice to succeed Ed- 
gerton, and on February 28th, 1865, John R. McBride was appoint- 
ed Chief Justice to succeed Woodson. On April 17th, 1865, Milton 
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Kelly was appointed Associate Justice to succeed Alex C. Smith, 
and on May 29th, 1866, John Cnnmiins was appointed Associate 
Justice to succeed Samuel C. Parks. On July 1, 1866, Richard T. 
Miller was appointed Associate Justice to succeed John Cummins. 
On July 18th, 1868, Thomas J. Bowers was appointed Chief Jus- 
tice to succeed John R. McBride. Miller and Bowers were known 
as delegates. Holbrook's appointment was by the President, An- 
drew Johnson. On April 9> 1869> David Noggle was appointed 
Chief Justice to succeed Thomas Bowers. On April 15, 1869^ John 
R. Lewis was appointed Associate Justice to succeed Richard T. 
Miller. This carries the Judges up to 1870. 

CLBRKS OF SUPRIMB COCBT. 

A. L. Downer served from June 9th, 1864, to March 81, 1866; 
William J. Young from March 81st, 1866, to March 1st, 1868; 
Sol Hasbrouck from March 1st, 1868, to July 5th, 1869; Don L. 
Noggle from July 5th, 1869^ to May 11th, 1871. 

UNITED STATES MABSHAZA 

Dolphus S. Payne was U. S. Marshal from March 18, 1868, to 
April 17, 1865; James H. Alvord, from April 17, 1865, to May, 
1869; H. W. Moulton, from May, 1869> to March 25, 1870. 

UNITED STATES ATTORNBTS. 

George C. Houghf was U. S. Attorney from February 29, 1864, 
to April 19> 1869; Joseph W. Huston, from April 19th, 1B69, to 
May 10, 1878. 

These clerks, marshals and attorneys all seemed to acquit them- 
sdves in a creditable manner, except H. W. Moulton, U. S. Mar- 
shaL For some cause, he seemed unpopular and was called back 
east soon, neyer to return. 

Delegates to Congress were William H. Wallace from January 
1, 1864, to March 4, 1865; F. D. Holbrook, from March 4, 1865, 
to March 4, 1869; J. K. Shafer, from March 4, IB69, to March 4, 
1871. 

Territorial officers appointed by the Governor, by and with the 
advice of the legislative council: 

AUDITORS AND COMPTROLLERS. 

John M. Bacon, from July 28, 1868, to September 28, 1868 ; B. F. 
Lamkin, from September 28, 1868, to January 27, 1867; Horace 
B. Lane, from January 27, 1867, to May 14, 1867; William K. 
Bishop, from May 14, 1867> to January 1, 1868; Daniel Cram, 
from January 1, 1868, to January 15, 1875. 

The office of Auditor was changed to that of Comptroller in 1876, 
and carried with it ex-officio Superintendent of Public Instruction. 
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Horace B. Lane^ the first Comptroller^ was accidentally killed a 
few months after his appointment. He was a very competent officer. 

TERRITORIAL TREASURERS. 

Derrick S. Kenyon^ September 7, 1S6S, to May 18, 1865; 
Ephriam Smith, May 19, 1865, to January 7, 1867; E. C. Sterling, 
January 7, 1867, to January 16, 1871. 

SUPERINTENDENTS OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 

J. R. Chittenden, December 23, 1864, to July 25, 1866; W. R. 
Bishop, July 25, 1866, to January, 1867. 

This office was then consolidated with the Comptroller's. 

Beginning in 1868, up to 1870, there was but little friction be- 
tween the masses of the people and the federal officers. Most of 
the people were attending to their legitimate work, but there were 
often complaints between and among the officers, dissatisfaction 
among attorneys about the actions of the judges. It seems there 
must always be a few to growl and find fault with others. I have 
sometimes thought that a few complainers were necessary to hold 
officers and the community inside the limits of justice and good 
morals. AH things considered, the people and the officers did 
fairly well in those by-gone days. 



CHAPTER XXXVI. 

MINIKa ^PUBLIC BUILDINGS — MILL!, BTC, IN 1869 AND 1870. 

In 1869^ most of the rich placer mines on the creeks, gulches 
and bars had been worked out in Boise Basin. Many who had been 
engaged in mining and famishing supplies for the miners, closed 
up their business and left the country. A great number of the 
miners had worked their claims in a very crude manner, and had 
not saved the fine gold. Some of these miners sold their claims to 
Chinamen. They worked the ground over and got fairly good 
pay, in fact some of them did very well. The Chinamen are care- 
ful in their mining operations, and usually save about all the gold 
there is in the dirt. 

By this time, it had been discovered that many places on the 
hillsides, near the creeks and gulches, prospected very well, but it 
would be expensive to get water on these places high enough to 
work the ground successfully. But the miners were not daunted; 
they had come for gold and intended to have it. They joined to- 
gether in companies and began to construct ditches so tiiey could 
run water on the hillsides. It was a large undertaking, and cost 
the miners lots of money and many days of hard work, but they 
made a success of it. They had the line of ditches surveyed along 
the mountain sides, and fluming across many ravines and gulches. 
This water was sold by the miner's inch, measured in a small flume 
with a headgate under a six-inch pressure, at an agreed rate per 
inch per day. This arrangement seemed to work very satisfactorily. 
Those who had dry claims and had to purchase water to wash their 
mining ground, could teU within a few days if it was worth work- 
ing. 

The majority of the claims paid reasonably well while the ground 
lasted. Some of them were what is known as shallow diggings, and 
soon worked out, while others were deep and went to bedrock, and 
so lasted for several years. What is meant by shallow diggings is 
where it is only a short distance from the surface to the bedrock. 
The gold seldom settles below the surface of the bedrock unless the 
bedrock should be soft and seamy, in which case the bedrock is dug 
up as far down as it is soft and seamy and generally pays well. 
While most of these hillside claims paid well, they were not so 
rich as the ground in the creeks had been, and were limited in ex- 
tent, so the annual output of gold was much less for the years of 
1869 &nd 1870, as compared with previous years. 
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The mill at Qnartsborg ocmtinued to run and paid well. Work 
continned on quite a number of the quartz mines in Silver City^ and 
several quartz mills were crushing ore. A large amount of silver 
and gold bullion was turned out from these mills. There did not 
seem to be much mining going on in Atlanta or Rocky Bar^ ex- 
cepting development work. A small amount of ore was worked 
with good results. Some placer mining was done at Orofino, Elk 
City and Pierce City. Some development work was also done on 
the quartz ledges. At Florence^ Warrens^ and the Salmon River 
camps^ mining was continued on a limited scale. 

Through the efforts of our delegate to Congress^ £. D. Holbrook, 
in 1868^ an appropriation was made of forty thousand dollars for 
a United States prison near Boise. Hon. Thomas Donaldson was 
appointed superintendent of construction of this building. The 
contract was let to that old pioneer, Charles May. This building 
was erected on the site of where our present building now stands, 
about two and one-half miles east of Boise. 

Mr. Holbrook also suucceeded in getting an appropriation of 
seventy-five thousand dollars to erect an assay office in Boise City. 
Hon. John R. McBride was appointed superintendent of construc- 
tion of this building. The assay office, as constructed by Mr. Mc- 
Bride, still stands and reflects g^eat credit upon him for having the 
work done well. 

The people of Idaho were generally an industrious, law-abiding, 
intelligent people, working together for the mutual benefit of each 
other. There were no tramps or beggars in those days, and 
if any one was in need, assistance was quickly and gladly given. 

The farmers continued to improve their farms on the Boise, 
Payette and Weiser rivers. Fine crops of oats, wheat and barley 
were raised. Many of the farmers had a bountiful supply of veg- 
etables and some apples, pears, plums and small fruits were raised. 

A few years before this, several mills had been erected in Boise 
Valley. One in Boise was built by Cyrus Jacobs. Mr. Jacobs 
manufactured large quantities of flour, and also put up quantities 
of bacon, which he sold to the miners and people of Boise. Another 
mill was built in what is now South Boise by H. P. Isaacs. He, 
also, did a good business with his flour mill. Peter Moore put up a 
mill about six miles below Boise; and Packard and Stevenson, a 
flour mill about twenty-four miles from Boise on the north side of 
Boise River near Middleton. All of these mills were run by water 
power. There was not grain enough in the country to keep these 
mills going all the time, but they did a good business and were em- 
ployed for several months in each year. 

By this time, many farmers had settled in the southeastern part 
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of Idaho and some in Lemhi County. A little farming was done 
in the Bnmean Valley. In the northern part of Idaho^ especially 
in Lewiston^ many fruits and vegetables were raised. Many men 
were engaged very extensively in raising stock and the business was 
profitable for the range was excellent. 



CHAPTER XXXVII. 

SBTSNTH fBSnON OF THB LBOISLATURB OF THB TBBRITORT OF IDAHO—- 

CONTBNBD AT BOISB CITT DBCBMBBR ft, 1872 

ADJOURNBD JANUARY 10^ 1873. 

Names of the members of the Comicil were: 

I. N. Coston Ada Connty 

J. B. Wright Ada Comity 

John McNally Altaras Connty 

Benj. Willson Boise Comity 

J. V. R. Witt Boise Comity 

H. A. Mattox Boise Comity 

S. P. C. Howard Idaho Connty 

B. J. Nordyke Lemhi Comity 

R. Emmett Miller Nez Perce Connty 

Grilmore Hays Owyhee Comity 

L. P. Higbee Owyhee Comity 

J. H. Stnmp Oneida Comity 

Standford Capps Shoshone Comity 

President of Comicil, I. N. Coston. 

HOUSB OF RBPBBSBNTATITBS. 

A. E. Calloway Ada Comity 

S. M. Jeffries Ada Comity 

Jas. A. Bennett Ada Comity 

Chas. Himrod Ada Comity 

G. M. Parsons Alturas Comity 

A. F. Hnffaker Altaras Comity 

Fred Campbell Boise Comity 

M. J. Biddy Boise Connty 

I. W. Garrett Boise Comity 

Matt Davis Boise Comity 

A. Dean Boise Comity 

Jas. J. Apperson Boise County 

G. W. Crafts Boise County 

A. B. Anderson Boise Comity 

N. B. Willey Idaho Comity 

Harvey B. Hall Idaho County 

J. H. Trauger Lemhi County 

Thos Elder Lemhi County 

G. W. Tomer Nes Perce County 

S. S. Fenn Nes Perce County 
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L H. Hatch Oneida County 

A. L. Simmondi Owjhee County 

Peter Adams Owyhee County 

J. M. Short Owyhee County 

J. B. Sissins Shoshone County 

P. McMahon Shoshone County 

Speaker of House^ S. S. Fenn. 

The Seventh session of the legislature of Idaho seems to have 
been more careful and considerate of all matters brought before 
them than any other legislative body that ever met in Idaho. They 
did not enact as many laws as did the past sessions^ but most, if not 
all^ of the laws they made were good and in the interest of economy. 
Sixty-six pages of laws, and a few pages of memorials and resolu- 
tions embrace the work of the forty days' session of the Seventh 
legislature. 

Congress having annulled the act passed at the First session of 
the Idaho legislature giving a large increase of pay to the Federal 
Judges, the Governor, Secretary, and members and attaches of the 
legislature, the people seemed to send a more economical and con- 
servative set of men to the legislature than ever before. Some ac- 
counted for the good work they did upon the grounds that Congress 
had cut off their extra pay, so they had but little money to spend 
outside after paying board bills. They did not visit places of ex- 
pensive amusement, but attended strictly to the command of their 
constituents. Their legislation was most all on lines of reducing 
expenses in Territorial and county governments, which lightened the 
burden of taxation, and seemed to have a good effect on county and 
Territorial officers. They did not receive so much money for sala- 
ries and fees, and, like the legislators, had to cut out the places of 
expensive amusements and attend to the duties of their respective 
offices. For the first time the people, the legislature and the officials 
seemed to realize that extravagance in Territorial government must 
stop. 

In October, I87I9 more than one year before this Seventh session 
of the legislature met, Thos. W. Bennett had been appointed Gover- 
nor of Idaho. He delivered his message to the legislature soon after 
they organized, which we think was an able state document. His 
recommendations on retrenchment and for a change in our criminal 
laws were good then, and we think they are equally good now for our 
people, if put in operation ; at least, we venture to insert them here 
with the hope that our next legislature will give them careful and 
due consideration. 

Recommendations of Governor T. W. Bennett to the Seventh 
session of the legislature of Idaho: 



SEVENTH SESSION OF LEGISLATURE 176 

RBTRSNCHMBNT. 

"The subject of retrenchment and reform is an old one^ so far as 
discussion is concerned, and always forms the chief stock in trade 
of the aspiring legislator when before his constituents, and is an 
inevitable paragraph in every Governor's message. But as a prac- 
tical question, it has not been so altogether worn out, with constant 
use in legislative enactments, as to render all further attempts use- 
less. 

"Taxation, at best, is one of the heavy burdens of any people, and 
when it is laid recklessly, and unreasonably, it becomes almost un- 
bearable, and kindles a spirit of insubordination and distrust. 'Pub- 
lic confidence becomes weak, enterprise dies out, and business stag- 
nates/ And especially is this the case in a Territory like ours, 
where settlements are sparse and the people poor. That represen- 
tative of the people will do himself most honor who labors most as- 
siduously to lighten, as far as possible, the demands on the pockets 
of the taxpayer. He cannot be a wise patriotic legislator who acts 
in the interest of moneyed corporations, private individuals, or of- 
fice-holders, at the neglect and expense of the people he pretends to 
represent. Corporations and offices were made for the people, not 
the people for them. And such privileges and aid only should be 
granted them as will subserve, enrich and prosper the people. There 
is always more danger of governing a people too much than too 
little. A multitude of salaried officers are an expensive luxury, that 
enrich the few at the impoverishment of the many. The people of 
this Territory are poor, and 'times' with them are 'hard/ And ex- 
perience has convinced me that they are a people easily governed, 
well disposed to obey the laws, and are very much in need of the 
simplest and cheapest government that can be devised, consistent 
with sound sense and justice. And every representative of the peo- 
ple who fails to use his utmost endeavors to accommodate himself to 
this condition of affairs will prove himself recreant to the trust im- 
posed in him by a confiding people. I therefore submit to your 
candid consideration whether, in many cases, offices may not be con- 
solidated, and in other cases entirely abolished, while in nearly all 
of them the fees and salaries may not be largely reduced. These 
fees and salaries were generally fixed at times of general prosperity, 
when money was plenty and prices high, and when, too, there was 
a g^eat deal more labor to be performed by the officer. Now I sub- 
mit whether these fees and salaries should not be made to conform 
to the changed condition of the people who have them to pay. The 
recipients of these favors of the people will doubtless object and 
complain, but if the people demand it, you should not shrink from 
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the responsibility. If the object of the legislator is to foster a sys- 
tem of political rewards, then let it alone; but if, as I believe, the 
object should be to foster the interest of the people, then I urge a 
change. I wonld recommend the raising of a joint conmiittee of the 
two houses, on Fees and Salaries, whose special duty for the ses- 
sion should be to make a careful and deliberate investigation of the 
fees and salaries of all the officers — ^Territorial, district, county and 
precinct— K>ver which you have jurisdiction, and see which of them 
can be abolished, which of them consolidated, and which of them 
reduced in emoluments. And when this examination is made, let the 
committee report a bill, which, with its plain provisions and adequate 
penalties, will accomplish the will of the people. I would not be un- 
derstood as intending to reflect on any officer — Territorial, district, 
county or precinct — for, so far as I know, they are all honest men, 
and perform their duties well; nor do I say that all are overpaid, 
nor that some are not paid too little, but they are all the servants of 
the people you represent, and if they are honest, and recognise their 
accountability to their masters, they will not object to the closest 
scrutiny. 

CRIMINAL CODE. 

« 

"I would suggest two amendments to the Criminal Code, both of 
which I feel assured would greatly promote the ends of justice. 
So amend the law that in all cases of jury trials in criminal cases, 
the jury shall, in their verdict, affix the penalty as well as find the 
guilt or innocence of the party. Such is the law in most of the 
States, and is certainly founded on justice and common sense. The 
object of trials by jury is that every accused person may have the 
right to be tried by his peers, twelve of his fellow citizens, and to 
prevent him from becoming the victim of the malice or prejudice of 
any one man, however learned he may be. Then what a mockery of 
a man's rights to so divide his case that twelve men try the question 
of his guilt, and then one man at his discretion affix his punishment. 
It is just as important to the prisoner that the question of the meas- 
ure of his punishment be tried by his peers, as that of whether he be 
punished at all — both are issues to be determined by the evidence. 
One man may have peculiar and honest prejudices against certain 
classes of offences, or particular races or nationalities, too, yet twelve 
men are not apt to be afflicted with the same prejudice at the same 
time. The other amendment to which I refer is, that the Court, or 
jury, in affixing the penalty for a conviction of murder in the first 
degree, be allowed the discretion to adjudge either the death pen- 
alty or imprisonment for life. For in case of murder in the first de- 
gree, while in law there are no further subdivisions of the degree. 
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jet in fact we know that there are wide diBtinctionSj which the com- 
mon sense of every man snggesta. 

"Who will saj that the man who conmaits mnrder while stinging 
mider some supposed or real insult or injury^ although he may have 
so deliberately^ premeditatedly^ and with malice aforethought, is 
equally guilty, and deserving the same punishment that should be 
awarded to him who takes a man's life for his money, or to accom- 
plish an outrage upon his family? Both are guilty of murder in 
the first degree, yet the Court or jury should be allowed to weigh 
the circumstances and measure the punishment according to the 
enormity of the offence. Under the present system jurors are often 
so impressed with the severity of the punishment which must follow 
their verdict of guilty, that they return a verdict of not guilty, 
merely to avert the terrible penalty of death, or else they perform 
the judicial farce of finding the prisoner guilty of murder in the 
second degree, or even of manslaughter, in order to dodge the re- 
sponsibility oi the death penalty. 

"It has been represented to me by one of the Justices of the Su- 
preme Court, that in one of the counties of his district a homicide 
has been committed, and that it will be almost impossible in that 
county to procure a grand jury to indict or a trial jury to try the 
offender. I would, therefore, recommend that you so amend the 
Criminal Code that criminals may be indicted and tried in any 
county in the judicial district where the offence has been committed, 
when in the opinion of the District Attorney it will be impossible 
to secure an indictment or an impartial trial in the county where the 
offence was committed." 

At the time Governor Bennett made these recommendations, our 
Territory was in debt about $135,000; and most of the counties 
were badly in debt His recommendations on retrenchment certainly 
had a good effect on the action of the legislature, for they did pass 
laws on the lines of retrenchment in both Territorial and county ex- 
penses, which were of great benefit to the whole people of the Ter- 
ritory. You may ask. How did it benefit the office-holder, whose 
salary or fees were reduced? The answer is: They saw at once that 
they would not have very much money to squander while running 
around neglecting the duties of their offices, so most of them set- 
tled down to work in their offices, quit their extravagant habits, made 
better officers, and saved as much or more from their small salaries 
than they saved from their larger ones, and it tended to make better 
officers and citizens of them. 

Special legislation was enacted at every session and often an act 
would be passed that applied to only one county. A special act was 
passed fixing the salaries of the officers of Ada County. It will be 
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remembered that Ada County at that time embraced all of what is 
now Ada^ also Canyon and Washington counties. The salaries of the 
county officers were fixed as follows: 

Sheriff^ $1500 per annum. For each prisoner confined in the 
county jail^ for boards clothing and medical attendance^ $1.25 per 
day. For jailor^ when one or more prisoners were confined in the 
jail^ $8 per day. 

The auditor's salary^ $1^000 per annum^ for services rendered by 
him as auditor and clerk of the board of county conmiissioners. Each 
county commissioner^ $£00 per annum. County treasurer^ $700 per 
annum. 

The assessor^ who was ez-officio tax collector^ was to receive for 
assessing and collecting on all poll tax^ ten per cent^ and on prop- 
erty tax seven per cent (see Seventh Session Territorial laws^ 1878). 

None of these officers were allowed deputies at the county expense. 
If they had deputies^ they had to pay them from their own pocket 
books. It would seem that it would have been hard to get compe- 
tent men for these positions at the low salaries^ but the offices were 
usually filled by honesty faithful and competent men. 

The Territorial Comptroller's report for the two years^ ending 
November SO, 1872^ is very incomplete. He reports a certain amount 
of money received by the Treasurer^ but fails to give the source 
from which it came. He gives value of assessable property for 
1871 as $8^19^148.82 and for 1872, $8,624,747.72; number of poll 
tax receipts sold in two years 10,687; and the number of licenses 
sold 2,409. His report does not show what counties had paid, or 
what amount each or any of them paid. His report, so far as giv- 
ing an intelligent detailed statement of the Territory's financial 
condition, is a failure. He seemed to have had a cranky spell on, 
and devoted a large portion of his report to telling the Governor 
and the legislature what they should do, or what should be done. 

About all we can g^t out of the Comptroller's report of interest 
is that, for the two years ending November 80, 1870, to November 
80, 1872, he drew warrants on the Territory for $88,781.18, as fol- 
lows: 

Against the general fund: 

For District Attorney's salary $ 8,466.66 

For miscellaneous items 1,250.00 

For Supreme Court expenses 2,004.79 

Foi Sixth legislature's expenses 1,912.50 

For fitting library, rent and papers 1,810.60 

For printing blanks for Comptroller 8,817.00 

For Treasurer's salary 1,750.00 
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For Comptroller's salary 8,500.00 

For conting^iit expenses S06,S2 

Making a total drawn of $19>dl7.87 

On the prison fund: 

For the same period of time for keeping, bringing and 
transferring prisoners from Idaho City to Boise, war- 
rants were drawn on the prison fuid for $19^468.81 

Making an issue in Territorial warrants in two years of .$88,781.18 

This would seem like getting expenses down to a minimum. But 

the Comptroller, for some cause, has failed to mention the item of 

interest paid by the Treasurer on the Territorial bonded debt for 

the past two years, which amounted to $18,851.98 

Interest on the outstanding Territorial warrants for the 

past two years amounted to 9^198.69 

Treasurer paid for expressage on money sent, about. . . . 1,200.00 
Add to the above three items 88,781.18 

Making total cost of government to Territory for two 
years, from November 80, 1870, to November 80, 

1872 $68,026.80 

This is exclusive of what the National Oovemment paid toward 
the support of the Territorial government. This is about the best 
financial showing made for any two years since the organization of 
the Territory. While the debt of the Territory at this time, in- 
cluding bonds, warrants and interest, amounted to about $185,000, 
most all extras and unnecessaries were cut off, and the people had a 
chance to pay out. The extra compensation paid to the Judges, the 
Governor, Secretary, members and attaches of the legislature were 
all cut off, and they all did better work than ever before in the line 
of economy. 

While Idaho's population had decreased several thousand, and her 
taxable property had decreased materially for the last few years, 
her debt increased gradually, caused mainly by the extra compen- 
sation paid by the Territory to officials who were paid by the United 
States. During the past seven years, they had drawn from the Ter- 
ritorial treasury more than one hundred thousand dollars, besides 
not less than thirty thousand dollars interest had been paid on war- 
rants issued to pay these extra salaries and per diems. 

The Seventh session applied the pruning knife wherever it was 
necessary to both county and Territorial officials, and to incidental 
expenses, so that at the end of the next two years, 1874, a better 
financial showing was made. 



CHAPTER XXXVIII. 

AORICULTURB, STOCK RAIOKG, MIKIKO, TEAN8PORTATIOK, AKD CON- 
DUCT OF THS PBOPLB GBNXRALLT IN 1871 AND 1872. 

AGRICULTUBX. 

There had been a slow but steady improvement in this industry 
during the last two years. In all the counties in the Territory, more 
land was reclaimed and put into cultivation. Irrigation ditches were 
constructed, orchards set out, many new dwelling houses and bams 
built. The yield of grain, hay and vegetables was generally good. 
The farmers found a fair market in the mining camps for their veg^ 
etables, fruits, butter, cheese, eggs, etc. The stage lines, freight- 
ers, livery stables and mines furnished a market for all the supplies 
the farmer had, including hay and grain, to spare. Every one at 
that time seemed to have plenty of the necessaries of life, and 
seemed to be living comfortably and contentedly, making some im- 
provement each year. 

STOCK RAISING. 

This industry was prosperous in those years. Quite a number 
were engaged in raising cattle and horses, and a few were in the 
sheep business. The public range was good, and range stock re- 
quired but little, if any, feed through the winter. Those who had 
good stock and looked after them properly, did well. The mining 
camps and other towns furnished a good market for the beef and 
mutton, and the stage lines, freighters and liverymen furnished a 
good market for the horses. So those engaged in raising stock did 
well and had no reason for complaint. 

MINING. 

This industry was not so good in 1871 and 1872 as before. 
Many of the rich placer mines in Boise Basin and other placer 
mining camps had been worked out. Quite a number of men left 
the placer mining camps. Some went to and settled in the ag^ 
ricultural districts in Idaho; some returned to their old homes 
in other States and Territories, while still others prospected for 
quartz ledges. The placer miners who remained in Boise Basin 
turned their attention mainly to constructing ditches to carry water 
on to the high land in order to enable them to work the ground on 
these hillsides by hydraulic pressure. The ground worked on these 
hillsides usually yielded good returns, but the supply of water was 
not sufficient to carry on extensive work. Most all the water used 
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bj these placer miners came from the melting snow in the moun- 
tains^ which usually began to decrease very rapidly about the first 
of August^ so that this woriL could be carried on but three or four 
months of each year. Stilly with all these set-backs^ most of the 
miners did reasonably well. The quarts mines at Silver City in 
Owyhee County turned out a fair amount of gold and silver bul- 
lion for the amount of quarts worked. Several new discoveries of 
quarts ledges were made in different mining camps. But little de- 
velopment work was done, and but little progress was made in the 
way of getting in machinery to work the quarts. 

We cannot report any very large returns from any of the mines 
worked in these years, nor can we report any very rich new discov- 
eries, but most all of those who worked at mining, we think got fair 
remuneration for their investment and labor. 

TRANSPORTATION. 

Under this head there is nothing new to report. The same old 
mode of transportation continud in the southern portion of Idaho. 
The stages of the Northwestern Stag^ Company ran regular daily 
trips, both ways, over all the old routes mentioned before, carrying 
U. S. mail, passengers. Wells, Fargo & Co. express and fast freight. 
W. C. Tatro ran a weekly stage line from Boise to Rocky Bar, 
carrying U. S. mail, passengers and express. Most all merchan- 
dise was still brought to Southern Idaho by freight teams from Eel- 
ton or Winnemuoca on the Central Pacific railroad. Competition 
in the freighting business reduced the price to a low figure, rang^ 
ing from three to six cents per pound. The price was usually reg^ 
ulated by the season of the year and condition of the roads. 

In the southeastern part of the Territory, a railroad called the 
Utah Northern was built from Ogden in Utah, running through the 
southeastern part of Idaho and on to Butte, Montana. This 
road helped the people in that part of Idaho very much in the way 
of cheaper and quicker transportation of U. S. mails, passengers, 
freight, etc. It also tended to increase the population in the south- 
eastern part of Idaho. 

In the northern counties everything seemed to be moving along 
about as usual. Most all the merchandise for that country was 
brought to Lewiston from Portland, Oregon, by steamer, and from 
there distributed to the interior towns by freight wagons and pack 
trains. 

The people all over the Territory seemed to be making a good 
living and most of them accumulating more property or making 
new improvements. The health of the people was good and they 
all seemed to be fairly well contented and behaved themselves well. 
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The U. S. assay office at Boise City was completed in 1872 and 
stocked np with a corps of federal officers, and put in operation for 
business. The U. S. penitentiary near Boise City was also com- 
pleted in 1872, and put in charge of a United States Marshal with 
the necessary g^rds and equipments. The Territorial prisoners 
were transferred from Idaho City to the United States peniten- 
tiary in April, 1872, to be kept by the United States at the rate 
of one dollar per head per day, which included cost of g^rds, 
board, clothing, medical attendance and everything. This was a 
saving of about three hundred per cent over what the Territory 
was paying to have them kept at Idaho City; besides, the priso- 
ners were under much better sanitary conditions. 

To illustrate to the people now that the people in Idaho in early 
days were not quite so bad as they have been represented to be by 
some writers, when the Territorial prisoners were moved from 
Idaho City to the U. S. penitentiary at Boise City in April, 1872, 
there were only nine prisoners, and the criminal law had been as 
strictly enforced in l^ose days as it is now. Although Idaho's 
population was small in those days, I make the assertion with con- 
fidence, that the percentage of violations of the criminal law was 
not greater, according to the population, than it is now in 1908, 
and for petty offenses, the percentage now is very much greater 
than in the early days, in proportion to the population. 

We are unable to find a report of the Superintendent of Public 
Schools, but suffice to say that we know there was a gradual im- 
provement in our public schools every year — more money was col- 
lected for school purposes, more school houses were built and more 
schools maintained. 

To sum up the general condition of the people in Idaho in the 
years 1871 and 1872, they were law-abiding, industrious, reasona- 
bly prosperous, honest, contented and happy. 



CHAPTER XXXIX. 

INTERBffTINO CONTRIBUTION FROM HON. JOHN 8. BUTLER, OF PALO 

ALTO, CALIFORNIA SOME OF HIS EXPERIENCE IN THE 

EARLY nZTIES IN IDAHO. 

Mr. J. S. Butler came to the Boise Basin mining district in 
Boise County^ Idaho^ early in the Spring of 1868. Later in the 
Smmner, his brother^ Thomas J. Butler^ came. 

The two brothers^ T. J. and J. S. Butler^ started the first news- 
paper that was ever published in the southern portion of Idaho 
called "The Boise News/' issued at what was then called Bannock 
City, now Idaho City. They issued a weekly of good fair size^ 
well filled with a truthful account of all local and as much east- 
ern news as it was possible for them to get in those days^ when 
there was neither United States mails^ railroads^ nor telegraph 
lines within several hundred miles of Idaho. They had to depend 
upon a very expensive express for all the outside news they got 
for several months. 

We have copies of most of their issues in the State Historical 
room. We often look at them, and always wonder how they man- 
aged to furnish so much reliable news as they did, when their fa- 
cilities for getting news were so isolated. They were both honor- 
able, intelligent and industrious gentlemen. The old papers we 
have issued by them, we prize above anything we have in the His- 
torical room. We also prize the contribution hereto made by Mr. 
J. S. Butler of his early experience in Idaho as valuable reading 
matter, because we know that his statements are all true. Below 
we give his contribution in full with great pleasure: 

"Palo Alto, Cal., September 7, 1907. 
"Mr. John Hailey, State Historical Society, Boise, Idaho. 

"Dear Mr. Hailey: Your kind note enclosing one, also, from 
Prof. Aldrich, on the subject of the early history of Idaho, is at 
hand. 

"I cheerfully comply with your request to contribute something, 
but, owing to the lade of data, I may be found at fault as to 
dates, etc. 

"I left Red Bluff, California, in the Fall of 1862, my immediate 
destination being Auburn, Oregon, to look after a band of cattle 
left in Powder River Valley earlier in the year. I went first to 
Canon City, on John Day's River, and about the middle of January 
crossed the Blue Mountains to Auburn. This proved the most diffi- 
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colt undertaking of my lif e^ before or since. To cross these moun- 
tains in January^ where the headwaters of John Day's River on 
one side interlaps with those of Powder and Burnt Rivers on the 
other^ is an undertaking which^ once accomplished^ will prove suf- 
ficient for a lifetime. After battling with the snow^ which was 
from three to twenty feet deep^ for about eleven days, during most 
of which time we were lost, without even so much as taking off 
our boots, our party, numbering about a doien, arrived at Auburn. 
This town at that time consisted of probably fifteen hundred in- 
habitants, all housed in log cabins, whose occupants were buoyed 
up with flattering mining prospects, but the mines were not there, 
so the town disappeared as rapidly as it came. It is now repre- 
sented by Baker City. 

"In March, 1868, I organised a pack train, which had been win- 
tered in Grande Ronde Valley, and started for Walla Walla. At 
this time the great rush had set in for Boise Basin, by way of the 
old emigrant road, crossing the Blue Mountains at Lee's Encamp- 
ment. Groing out by the same road, traveling light and continually 
meeting people with heavy-laden pack animals, we were expected 
to give the road. The trail was a very narrow one and in deep 
snow. Night came on and found us sitting out in the snow with 
the result of not having made more than £iVe miles. We resolved 
to travel all night while those going in the opposite direction were 
in camp. This we did and arrived on the western slope of the 
mountains, where the road descends in one continuous steep grade 
for at least ^ve miles, just as the morning's sun was lighting the 
bunch-grass plains of Umatilla Valley, disclosing to view one of 
the grandest sights that could be presented to anyone, and espe- 
cially to the long snowbound mortals we then were. We had 
emerged from four feet of snow and entered a vaUey containing 
the most nutritious bunch-grass more than a foot high, in less than 
two hours. It is unnecessary to say that we went into camp at 
this place, as no power at command could have moved our half 
starved horses and mules from their newly found feed, to say noth- 
ing of our own desire to take a rest. 

"At Walla Walla I met Maj. Reese, of the Walla Walla 'Watch- 
man.' He had just bought out a competitor in the newspaper busi- 
ness and had two outfits on hand. This gave me an idea. Realiz- 
ing that a great gathering of people was then taking place in 
Boise Basin, nearly three hundred miles from any newspaper, with 
the probability of an approaching political campaign, which after- 
wards materialized in its most heated form, I conceived the idea 
of starting a newspaper in the Basin. With this in view I sold 
out my packing business, sent for my family and my brother, T. 
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J.J who became the editor of our new enterprise. We arrived at 
Idaho City with our outfit some time in August and issued the first 
number of the 'Boise News' in the latter part of September or 
first of October^ 1868^ which was the first newspaper ever pub- 
lished in Southern Idaho. Before we arrived with our material 
we frequently discussed the situation and one of the most serious 
questions presented for consideration was as to where we would 
find our help in the way of printers^ etc.^ but, before we had lo- 
cated a site, printers applied for a situation, almost in scores, and 
we had no trouble in securing a crew of some of the most compe- 
tent men I have ever known, with a number of whom friendships 
were formed to last through life. 

"In order to get to and hold the field (a number of efforts were 
then being made in that direction), and as we had had no time to 
fully equip ourselves, a visit to San Francisco seemed necessary, 
but as the delay attending such a trip would have virtually sur- 
rendered the field to a possible competitor, we resolved to impro- 
vise a great many things, such as the wooden composing stick, 
alluded to in Prof. Aldrich's note. I remember quite well, although 
it is now forty-five years ago, that I made two composing sticks 
from a piece of an oak tobacco box. One of these sticks was taken 
away by a compositor named McOuire, who declared it was much 
to be preferred, on account of its lightness and greater capacity, 
to the ordinary composing stick. Another very important item 
which we were short of was imposing stone. For this purpose we 
brought into use a large slab, split from a pine log, about 8 by 6 
feet. We dressed off one side, mounted it on a frame and covered 
it with sheet iron. Among other improvised things we attempted 
to use sheet zinc for leads (used for separating the lines of type) 
but found them a failure owing to their corrosion on being washed 
with lye, causing them to adhere to the type in such manner as to 
prevent their being distributed. 

"We printed all four pages of our paper at one impression on 
a Washington hand press, the entire form being 24 by 86 inches 
in siie. This we locked up in one solid chase. The chase we also 
had to have made, which was done in very good shape, out of 
horseshoe iron. The only particular thing I remember concern- 
ing this job is that it cost $95.00. I also remember that it was a 
very difficult matter to keep the surface of our wooden-sheet-iron 
stone true and level, and that, when we locked up a form and 
stood it on its edge, it looked more like the mold-board of a plow 
than a newspaper. However, we were vain enough to think, and 
still think, that we made quite a success of the enterprise, espe- 
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dally in a financial way. Our office was located on East Hill and 
proved to be but a few feet outside of the great fire of 1865. 

"In the winter of 1864 I remember the snow at one time was 
abont five feet deep and it was very difficult to obtain matter to 
fill our colmnns^ small as they were^ when our editor resorted to 
the scheme of copying from some book several pages of mythology. 

"There probably never assembled anywhere, so many reckless 
adventurers, so far from the influence and restraints of society, 
and with such ample means to gratify their wild desires for gam- 
bling and dissipation, as were attracted to Boise Basin during the 
years 1868 and 1864. Three theaters, 'Jenny Lind/ 'Forrest' and 
'Kelly's Varieties' were maintained with nightly performances dur- 
ing most of that time, and some of the best actors of the day were 
called to their boards, Julia Dean Hayne, George Waldron and 
Mrs. Dayton being among them. 

"The character of the mines, being exclusively placer, made it 
possible for all to make money who wished to work, and hundreds 
of thousands of dollars were spent in revelry and sport. It was 
not unusual to hear in the morning of some fatal encounter at the 
gaming table, the result of the exciting life of the previous night. 
But as this was usually confined to one class of the people, the more 
conservative and respectable class generally sununed the matter up 
with the remark 'Let them settle it among themselves.' 

"The people were not all bad, however. On the contrary, I 
think the extremes had met here. In civilized society many had 
been held in check by its regulations, while here, where there were 
no such restraints, Hhc real character stood out, and one had no 
difficulty in determining it. Many of the best people I ever knew 
were found under these circumstances. 

"We conducted our paper for about fifteen months, during which 
time we passed through two of the most exciting political cam- 
paigns possible to such a community. It was during the most ex- 
citing times of the Rebellion and the parties here were formed on 
the questions involved in that great issue, and, as a great many of 
Price's army, when it was disbanded, found their way to Idaho, 
that party prevailed. 

"The Democratic party having succeeded to local offices, it was 
necessary for them to have an organ of their own, so, on a liberal 
offer by Street & Bowman, we disposed of the whole outfit to them, 
who changed the name to that of the 'Idaho World,' which I 
believe is still running. We left our files with the office which no 
doubt they still have. 

"We ran our office night and day during the most exciting times, 
with shifts of printers, in order to get out the work which was 
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offered. This included a campaign paper for each of the great par- 
ties and all their job work. In addition to this^ we printed daily 
programs for each of the three theaters. Prices were regulated 
bj what the traffic would bear and as ours was the only printing 
concern within about three hundred miles the traffic could stand a 
heavy strain. There were about 10^000 people in and about Idaho 
City at that time. 

"Of the thousands of people I met at the various camps during 
the seven years I was in that country^ I can now recall less than a 
score living. Joaquin Miller was Justice of the Peace at Canon 
City^ when I was there^ in 1862. His wife^ Minnie Myrtle Miller^ 
was then the poetic genius of the family and afterwards contrib- 
uted to the columns of the Boite News several short poems of con- 
siderable merit. Joaquin, himself, had not yet become famous. He 
is living at Oakland, California. 

"At Idaho City I can only call to mind your worthy President, 
J. A. Pinney, Captain Bledsoe, Rube Bobbins and I. L. Tyner. 
Mrs. C. M. Hays was then a young girl and a member of our fam- 

"At Placerville, James H. Hawley, then a boy, was the agent 
and carrier of the Boi$e Newt, He is now your most disting^shed 
attorney. 

"Our Silver City friends arc now represented by W. J. Hill, 
formerly of the Owyhee Avalanche and now the Salinas (Cal.) In- 
dex, who is easily the dean of country newspaper men of the Pa- 
cific slope, Chas. M. Hays, the Eastman Bros, and Chris Moore. 

"Of those connected in any way with the pioneer newspaper, the 
Boise News, Mrs. Butler and myself are the only survivors, so far 
as I know, and we offer our greetings, with the old-time cordiality, 
to the State Historical Society of Idaho. 

'Sincerely yours, 

J. S. BUTLER." 



CHAPTER XL. 

THE EIGHTH SEBSION OF THE LEGISLATURE OF THE TERRITORY OF 

IDAHO. 

This session convened at Boise City on the 7th day of December^ 
1874^ and adjourned on January 15, 1875. The names of the 
members were as follows: 

COUNCIL. 

H. E. Priekett Ada County 

A. H. Robie Ada County 

John McNally Altnras County 

John M. Cannady Boise County 

James H. Hawley Boise County 

R. E. Foote Boise County 

S. P. C. Howard Idaho County 

E. T. Beatty Lemhi County 

L. P. Brown Nez Perce County 

Alex. Stalker Oneida County 

Henry Martin Owyhee County 

W. A. Ooulder Shoshone County 

President, £. T. Beatty. 

HOUSE OF RBPRESENTATIYES. 

Orlando Bobbins Ada County 

J. H. McCarty Ada County 

J. H. Paddock Ada County 

J. B. Pierce Ada County 

R. A. Sidebotham Alturas County 

V. S. Anderson Alturas County 

M. G. Luna Boise County 

E. A. Stevenson Boise County 

Fred Campbell Boise County 

C. W. Steward Boise County 

Josiah Cave Boise County 

J. W. White Boise County 

G. B. Baldwin Boise County 

C. R. White Boise County 

Philip Cleary Idaho County 

W. H. Rett Idaho County 

Geo. L. Shoup Lemhi County 

F. C. Tuthill Lemhi County 

Wm. Groat Nes Perce County 
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I. S. Waldrip Nc» Perce County 

Wm. Clemens Oneida County 

L. Pool Owyhee County 

F. M. Hunt Owyhee County 

Isaac Culp Owyhee County 

£. M. Moore Owyhee County 

C. F. Nelson Shoshone County 

Speaker^ £. A. Stevenson. 

At this session there were twelve members of the Council and 
twenty-six members of the House of Representatives^ making thir- 
ty-eight in all. As nearly as I can learn of their present where- 
abouts^ twenty-five of them have passed away^ and perhaps a few 
more that I have not heard of recently. The following extract is 
taken from the Territorial Comptroller's report, dated December I^ 
1874, covering the two years from December 1, 1872, to December 
1, 1874: 

Value of assessable property in 1873 $4,868,589.72 

Value of assessable property in 1874 4,518,022.49 

Number of taxable inhabitants in 1878 8,889 

Number of taxable inhabitants in 1874 8,419 

Number poll tax receipts sold in 1878 4,924 

Number poll tax receipts sold in 1874 4,018 

Warrants issued by Comptroller for the two years ending No- 
vember 80, 1874, as follows: 

For legislative expenses. Seventh session $ 8,847.00 

District Attorneys' salaries 7,875.00 

Comptroller and Treasurer's salaries 4,875.00 

Printing blanks for Comptroller 1,788.00 

Rent of office for Clerk Supreme Court. 560.00 

Miscellaneous items 2,682.51 

For keeping prisoners, 2 years 4,820.54 

Total $24,898.05 

This total covered the current expenses of the Territory for two 
years, from December 1, 1872, to December 1, 1874. This does not 
include several thousand dollars interest paid on a bonded debt, and 
interest owing on unpaid warrants. The Comptroller estimates the 
whole expense of Territorial government, including the interest on 
the bonded and warrant debts for the years 1875 and 1876, at 
$45,682.00. This estimate is sufficient if the brake could be held 
down hard on the next legislature. 

The Comptroller's report showed that the Treasurer had on hand 
money as follows: 
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December 1, 187« $ 8^64.49 

Paid into Treasury for 2 yrs. ending Nov. $0, 1874 $74,701.98 

Totel $88,066.47 

The Treasurer paid out: 

Redeeming general fund warrants $27,9^8.98 

Redeeming prison fund warrants 28,266.76 

Sinking fund interest on bonds 16,9^^*80 

School fund warrants 7,552.18 

Library and sundries 576.86 

Total disbursement $76,810.08 

Dec. 1, 1874, to balance on hand 6,756.44 

The Comptroller and Treasurer both report that several of the 
counties had not paid up their Territorial portion of revenue in full, 
but when paid, it would be included in their neict reports. 

While the Seventh session did some good work in the way of re- 
ducing Territorial expenses, they failed to look after the cost of 
assessing, collecting and remitting the Territory's portion of reve- 
nue collected in the different counties, leaving that matter in the 
hands of the different boards of county conmiissioners (as hereto- 
fore) to allow the county officer whatever they saw fit to allow, and 
for the balance to be paid out of the Territorial portion of the county 
collections and only the balance sent to the Territorial Treasurer. 
By this method there were two injustices done. First, it made pre- 
ferred creditors of certain county officers by paying them cash, 
while all other creditors had to take Territorial warrants which 
were about twenty to twenty-five per cent discount for cash. Sec- 
ond, the amount allowed by the different boards of commissioners 
to the county officers for collecting and apportioning the Territorial 
portion of revenue, was exorbitant in most all of the counties, 
as shown by the Comptroller's report, which is as follows: 

Page 4: "It will be seen that some of the counties make ex- 
orbitant charges for collecting the Territorial portion of the rev- 
enue, and that no two charge alike, viz: 

Alturas County charges 88 per cent 

Ada County charges 16 per cent 

Boise County charges 28 per cent 

Lemhi County charges 45 per cent 

Idaho County charges 48 per cent 

Nez Perce County charges SS per cent 

Owyhee County charges 21 per cent 

Oneida County charges 28 per cent 

Shoshone County charges 86 per cent 

An average of 81 per cent 
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It would seem that the oommissionen of sereral of the counties 
were detennined to keep as much of the Territorial revenue in their 
respective, counties as possible. 

The Comptroller's and Treasurer's reports show that on Decem- 
ber 1^ 1874^ the indebtedness of the Territory was as follows: 

Territorial bonds outstanding (coin) $ 65^058.51 

Interest on bonds outstanding to date 4^566.9^ 

General fund warrants outstanding (currency) 20^21.01 

District Judges' warrants outstanding (currency) . . . 750.00 

Interest on above to date (currency) 2^571.19 

Prison fund warrants outstanding (currency) 28^017.66 

Interest on same to date (currency) 8^400.88 



Total indebtedness $180^86.20 

Less cash in Treasury 6^756.44 



Total indebtedness less cash, Dec. 1, 1874 $128,529.76 

This shows a small reduction of the public debt for the past two 
years, for the first time. The taxpayers were still oppressed, hav- 
ing to pay the interest on the public debt caused by the extrava- 
gance of former legislators enacting laws giving extra compensa- 
tion to themselves and federal officers. They had already paid 
nearly one hundred per cent interest on this Territorial debt, and 
the principal was still unpaid, which should have been a warning 
to future legislators against unnecessary extravagance. 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 

Below we give some extracts taken from the report of the Super- 
intendent of Public Instruction, under date of December, 1874: 

"Whole number of school children in the Territory, between the 
ages of 5 and 21 years, as reported, was in 1871, 1596; in 1872, 
1,909; in 1878, 8,478; in 1874, 4,010." 

"Statement No. 11, showing a condensed statement of the con- 
dition of school expenditures, etc., for 1878: 

SCHOOL STATISTICS. 

Total number of children between the ages of 5 and 21 years, 

as per report .* 8,478 

Number attending school 2,170 

Number of school districts 61 

Number of school houses 52 

Number of libraries 8 

Number of volumes in school libraries 198 



IM THE HISTORY OF IDAHO 

BSCBIPn FOB 0CBOOL PUBPOOS. 

Balance on hand at beginning of school year, 1879..$ 6,666.65 

Received from Territory 8,628.91 

Received from county taxes 18,797.08 

Received from districts 4,818.04 

Received from miscellaneous sources 8,816.48 



Total $87,222.11 

■ZPB2n>ITURBS. 

For teachers' salaries $21,840.04 

For building, repairs and furniture 5,859*51 

For school libraries and apparatus 819-00 

For rent, fuel and contingent expenses 1,654.91 

To balance on hand 7,548.65 

$87,222.1 1 

STATBMENT 8, FOB 1874. 

Number of children between 5 and 21 years 4,010 

No. of children attending schools 2,080 

Number of school districts 77 

Number of school houses 5S 

Number of school libraries 8 

Number of volumes in libraries 198 

BBCBIPTS FOB SCHOOL TBAB, 1874. 

To balanoe from last year $ 7,548.65 

Received from Territory 8,855.08 

Received from county taxes 18,869.05 

Received from district taxes 514.88 

Received from miscellaneous sources 5,277.62 

Total receipts for 1874 $81,064.68 

EXPENDITUBBS FOB 1874. 

Amount paid teachers $19>074.12 

Amount for building, repairs, furniture, etc 1,649-29 

Amount for school libraries and apparatus 10.10 

Amount for fuel, rent and conting^t expenses 1,058.49 

$21,787.00 
To balance 9,277.68 



$81,064.68 
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In addition to the number of public schools, there were several 
private schools taught in the Territory without expense to the 
county or to the Territory. 

LSOISLATION AT THS EIGHTH SESSION. 

This legislature enacted but few new laws. The Secretary of 
the Territory had prepared what he called a Revision and Compila- 
tion of all tiie public laws as then in force in the Territory, from 
and including each session, from the First to the Seventh. This 
compilation was presented to the legislature for sale. The legisla- 
ture bought this manuscript and ordered Territorial warrants is- 
sued to pay for it, in the sum of three thousand five hundred dol- 
lars. For some cause, unknown to the writer, the act that author- 
ized this purchase was not published, but the warrants were issued 
in December, 1874. (See Comptroller's report for 1875-76, page 
8.) It appears that before the close of this session in January, 
1875, the members had come to the conclusion that this revision and 
compilation of the laws was not complete, so they passed another 
act which was approved January 15, 1875. (See p. 871, Rev. Laws 
Eighth Session.) This act created a new revising board of com- 
missioners, consisting of three men, conferring upon them full 
authority to examine, correct errors and compile as in force, all the 
laws of the Territory of a public nature, beginning with the First 
and including the Eighth session (which was the then present ses- 
sion) and prepare them for publication. This commission was to 
serve without pay and was to complete their work on or before the 
first day of March, 1875. Provision was made for printing the 
Revised Laws, in case Congress failed to pay. An appropriation 
of $1400 was made, to be paid from the Territorial trei^ury. A 
warrant was issued for this amount in July, 1876. (See Comptrol- 
ler's report for 1875-76, p. 11.) What these commissioners did I 
do not know, but they evidently did a considerable amount of good 
work, free of charge. What disposition was made of the money 
appropriated by Congress to pay for the printing of the laws and 
journals of the Eightii session we do not know, but we do know the 
journals were not printed, and only a portion of the laws passed 
at that session were printed in the Revision of Laws. 

The Eighth session adjourned on January 15, 1875. The cer- 
tificate of the Secretary, certifying to the correctness of the laws 
published, is dated February 1, 1876, but my recollection is that 
^he laws were not ready for distribution until several months later. 

In addition to the acts mentioned, this Eighth session passed a 
new revenue act, which was quite lengthy, covering forty-five pages, 
and a lengthy habaes corpus act that covered seven pages. They 

~ IS 
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also passed a few acts dissolving the bonds of matrimony between 
husbands and wives^ then adjourned and went home. No doubt 
they as well as their constituents were glad that the forty days 
allotted to them in which to make laws had expired^ and certainly 
we are glad to quit writing on this subject There was something 
about the purchase and printing of these Revised Laws that never 
was shown to the light of day. 



CHAPTER XLI. 

PROORS88 MADE BT THX PXOPLI IN IDAHO FROM 1878 TO 1877. 

For the four yean between 1878 and 1877, we can say but lit- 
tle, as there were no great improYements made and nothing of a 
startling nature took place. 

IMMIGRATION AND AORICULTURB. 

During these four years, Idaho's adult population did not in- 
crease any. A few people came in^ but fully as many left. Neither 
did taxable property increase any. The Comptroller's report 
shows the amount of property assessed in the Territory for the 
four years as follows: In 1873, $4,868,582; in 1874, $4,518,022; 
in 1875, $4,652,919; in 1876, $4,881,277. During these four 
years, the number of poll taxes collected fell off from 4,924 in 
1878, to 8,151 in 1876. 

Some little improvement was made in agriculture, a few new 
locations were made and some fruit trees set out, and some new 
land put in cultivation. 

MINING. 

This industry had not been nearly so prosperous the past four 
years as in previous years, owing mainly to the fact that many 
of the once best paying placer mining claims had been worked out. 
There were a number of gold and silver quarts ledges in the Ter- 
ritory that prospected well, but it was difficult to get sufficient cap- 
ital to open them up and put up the necessary machinery to work 
them successfully. The output from the mines for the four years 
of which we are speaking, fell off considerably from what it had 
been in former years. 

STOCK RAISING. 

This industry had been fairly good, so far as increase in num- 
bers is concerned, but the supply was greater than the home mar- 
ket could consume, so the price of all stock went down to a much 
lower figure than in former years. There was no near transporta- 
tion to carry stock to distant markets, and the distance was too 
great to drive overland. The stock business was not as profitable 
as in former years. 

TRANSPORTATION OF MXRCHANDISS. 

Merchandise transportation was still carried on, in most parts 
of the Territory, by means of large wagons and teams of either 
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horses^ mules or oxen^ mostly from Kelton^ on the Central Pacific 
railroad. These freight ontfts generally consisted of three wa- 
gonSj coupled together^ and drawn by ten horses or ten mules or 
by ^Y^ to seven yoke of oxen. Quite a large number of teams 
were engaged in this business^ and the rate per pound for trans- 
portation was greatly reduced^ owing to the great number en- 
gaged in the business. So but few made any money in the freight- 
ing business during these four years. Some little paddng on mules 
was still carried on into the mountain mining camps where there 
were no wagon roads^ but this was very limited. 

TRANSPORTATION OV U. S. MAILS AND PASSBNOIRS. 

This business was carried on over all the principal routes in 
Southern Idaho by the Northwestern Stage Company. They gave 
good service^ had good mail pay^ which^ in connection with their 
express and passenger business^ made a good and profitable busi- 
ness for them. But on the whole^ these four years from 1872 to 
1877 may be put down among the dullest years in the history of 
Idaho. Little or no progress was made. 



CHAPTER XLII. 

NINTH 8B88ION OF THS LBOI8LATURB OF IDAHO— CONTKNID AT BOI8I 
CITY« DSCSMBSR 4, 1876 ^ADJOURNED JANUARY U, 1877. 

The names of the memben were as follows: 

COUNCIL. 

1. N. Coston Ada County 

W, T. Baker Ada Conn^ 

R. A Sidebotham Altnras County 

William Bndge Bear Lake Comity 

£. A. Stevenson Boise Comity 

J. V. R. Witt Boise Comity 

S. P. C. Howard Idaho Comity 

E. T. Beatty Lemhi Comity 

W. G. Langf ord Nez Perce Comity 

L. P. Higbee Oneida Comity 

R. Tregaskis Owyhee Comity 

F. C. Porter Owyhee Comity 

D. W. C. Dmiwell Shoshone Comity 

President^ E. T. Beatty. 

HOUSE OF RBPRBSBNTATIYSS. 

F. K. Froman Ada Comity 

Thomas Gray Ada Comity 

H. K. Hartley Ada Comity 

J. F. Griffin Ada Comity 

B. L. Warriner Ada Comity 

T. J. Curtis Altnras Comity 

C. K. Davis Alturas County 

James H. Hart Bear Lake Comity 

Stephen Dempsey Boise County 

M. G. Luna Boise County 

John H. Myer Boise County 

George W. Richards Boise County 

I. S. Weiler Boise County 

Phil. Cleary Idaho County 

Jesse McCaleb Lemhi County 

L. C. Morse Lemhi County 

S. P. Edwards Nea Perce County 

F. Points Nez Perce County 

J. N. High Oneida County 
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W. T. Norcro88 Oneida County 

P. A. Tutt Owyhee Coonty 

E. L. Wood Owyhee County 

Ed. H. Moore Owyhee County 

G. W. Giknore Owyhee County 

John Ward Owyhee County 

Ed Hanunond Shoshone County 

Speaker, T. J. Curtla. 

The Comptroller's report covering the time from December 1, 
1874, to December 1, 1876, shows that he drew warrants during 
that time as follows: 

Against the general fund $20,590.90 

Against prison fund 10,796.57 

Total amount drawn $81,887.47 

Add to this contingent expenses of Treasurer 587.62 

Judges' warrants in favor of attorneys 454.76 

Total $82,879.85 

This covers the whole amount of the current expenses of the Ter- 
ritory for two years other than that which the United States paid. 
But the worst is yet to come. That old bonded and floating war- 
rant, interest-bearing debt which was created under the extra pay 
acts of the legislature several years previously, was drawing an- 
nual interest of $12,500 or about $25,000 every two years, which 
was oppressive when we take into consideration the small amount 
of taxable property in the Territory. 

The Comptroller's report shows the amount of assessable prop- 
erty for the year 1875 in the Territory to have been $4,652,919.18, 
and for the year 1876, $4,881,277.46. The interest on the bonded 
debt had to be paid twice a year in gold coin or its equivalent. 
Other outstanding warrants were paid according to their issue and 
register, out of the respective funds on which they were drawn, 
when there was money in the fund with which to pay. All drew 
interest from the date of their registration at the rate of ten per 
cent per annum until paid. Warrants drawn on the general fund 
were at this time (1876) about three years behind, and warrants 
against the prison fund about five years behind. 

The Territorial Treasurer's report shows: 

December 1, 1874, balance on hand $ 9,676.77 

December 1, 1876, whole amount received from 

all sources for two years 61,674.28 

Total amount received $71,851.05 
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Disbursements for the two years: 

General fond warrants redeemed $19>d70.81 

Prison fund warrants redeemed 16^085.90 

Interest on bonds 15,724.«« 

School fund warrants redeemed 8^840.74 

Library fund warrants redeemed 274.68 

$55,496.80 
Balance in treasury 15,854.75 

Total $71,851.05 

From this balance reported on hand, there should be deducted 
$2,920.88, which is a shortage which occurred several years prior 
to the time of which we are writing. It had not been replaced, so 
the real balance on hand December 1, 1876, was only $12,984.42. 

Territorial debt as shown by Treasurer's report, December 1, 
1876: 

Bonded coin debt with interest $ 71,886.45 

General fund warrants with interest 86,888,89 

Prison fund warrants with interest 86,122.68 

Total debt $148,848.02 

Less amount in treasury 12,984.42 

Debt less cash in treasury $180,918.60 

This shows an increase of Territorial debt over what it was two 
years prior to this time of $7,888.84, which looked discouraging. 
Most of this increase in debt was caused by the Eighth session 
purchasing what purported to be a revision of our laws at a cost 
of $8,500, and $1,400 paid for printing, making $4,900 issued in 
warrants on account of revision of laws, which was far from being 
complete in respect to what it purported to be. It increased the 
Territorial debt to a considerable extent, giving some little benefit. 

The report of the Superintendent of Public Schools shows that 
fairly good progress was being made in the public schools. A de- 
tailed statement would be quite lengthy and not very interesting 
at this late date. 

LSOISLATION. 

This Ninth session passed several important acts, among which 
was one amendment to the revenue law for assessing and collect- 
ing county and Territorial revenue. This act imposed a quarterly 
license tax on all common carriers of gold dust, bullion, gold or 
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silver coin. They passed anoAer act avthorixing oonntj commis- 
sioners to levy annually a tax for school purposes on all property 
in each county (not exempt) of not less than five mills nor more 
than eight miUs on the dollar^ also for all fines and forfeitures to 
be paid into the public school fund. 

Several acts were passed reducing salaries and fees of county 
officers^ all of which tended to reduce the burden of taxation in the 
different counties. In the back part of the volume containing the 
laws passed at the Ninth session in 1876 and 1877> can be found 
nineteen acts which were passed at the Eighth session in 1874 and 
1875. Some of these acts are important. Why they were not pub- 
lished with the Eighth Session Laws^ I do not know. 

This legislature passed an act repealing the old system by 
which county officers were allowed to retain out of the Territorial 
portion of money collected^ whatever the conmiissioners of the 
county would allow them. This old system was not uniform. Some 
of the officials retained out of the Territorial portion of the tax and 
license money as high as 45 per oent^ and none less than 16 per 
cent. The uniform rate fixed by this law was as follows: Assessor 
and tax collector^ 6 per cent; treasurer^ S per cent; auditor^ 8 per 
cent, making the total amount to be retained by county officers 12 
per cent, which reduced the cost of assessing and collecting about 
one-half. 

Another bill enacted by this legislature provided that S5 per cent 
of all the county money of Ada county should be placed in a fund 
to be called a redemption fund, to be used for the purpose of pay- 
ing all outstanding warrants according to their register. The other 
65 per cent was to go into a fund called the current expense fund, 
Xo be used, or as much of it as was necessary, to pay the current 
expenses of the county. This law had the effect of putting the 
county business for the first time on a cash basis. Everything the 
county had to purchase was furnished for less than one-half of 
what they formerly had to pay. Anyone selling warrants for fifty 
cents on the dollar heretofore, could now go to the treasury and 
and get the cash. Outstanding warrants amounting to about $80,- 
000, which were drawing interest at the rate of ten per cent per 
annum, but they had been bought up for from forty-five to fifty 
cents on the dollar. The interest and premium when redeemed, paid 
the investor well, and they were all redeemed in less than three 
years after the passage of the act referred to above. 



CHAPTER XLIII. 

INDIAN WAR — THX WAR WITH CHUBF JOSEPH AND HIS BAND OF NBZ 

PBRCS INDIANS IN THX TEAR 1877. 

These Indian wars are always unpleasant ronembrances^ for 
they h^ye always been destmddye of life and property. The In- 
dian is a carious being. If he thinks he has been wrongfully 
treated by the Goyemment^ or by any officer^ agents or other per- 
son, he does not often seek to get reyenge on the person or per- 
sons who inflicted the injury, but usually makes a murderous as- 
sault on the first white people he comes in contact with, regardless 
of guilt or innocence, or of age or sex. It is often that the inno- 
cent haye had to pay the penalty of a cruel death at the hands of 
the Indians for some real or imagined wrong done by our Ooy- 
emment, or by some other person. Such, we think, was the case 
in the war of 1877. In one respect most Indian chiefs are like 
most white men, when they once acquire power by getting into a 
high official position they seldom if eyer want to surrender that 
power. Large tribes of Indians often split up or diyide into two 
or more bands. Each of these bands selects its leader, who is 
commonly called the chief of the band. When these diyisions come 
in tribes of Indians, they are usually caused by some ambitious 
young warrior who wants to be chief, and he usually moyes away 
from where the main tribe and old chief liye, and selects some 
place as a home or headquarters for himself and all of his fol- 
lowers. 

This seems to haye been the case with Chief Joseph. He and 
his followers were Nes Perce Indians, but had separated them- 
selyes from the main tribe many years ago and set up for them- 
selyes. They would, howeyer, sometimes yisit with the main tribe, 
and many of them were present at the time a treaty of peace was 
made between the Nez Perce tribe and the United States Ooyem- 
ment in 1855, through the agency of Hon. I. I. Steyens, at that 
time Ooyemor of Washington Territory and ez-officio Superintendent 
of Indian affairs for that Territory. At that time the father of 
the present Chief Joseph was chief of the band of Indians about 
whom we are writing. 

The treaty did not include within its boundary lines any portion 
of the land that he claimed as his home. The reseryation set apart 
for the Nez Perce Indians under the proyisions of this treaty of 
1855 was all on the northeast side of Snake Riyer, then in Wash- 
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ington Territory^ now in Idaho^ and Joseph and his band claimed 
as their home quite a large tract of comitry in the northeastern por- 
tion of Oregon^ on the opposite side of Snake River^ embracing 
what are known as the Grande Ronde and Wallowa Valleys. This 
treaty made in 1855 was changed or amended in 1868 so that the 
Nez Perce Indian reservation was reduced somewhat in sise^ but 
still left abundantly large for all^ and in consideration of the ces- 
sion of the Indian title to all land outside of the reservation^ our 
Government provided them with schools^ and a large amount of 
annuities for a number of years, consisting of clothing, blankets, 
provisions, farming implements, ete. It appears, however, that 
Chief Joseph and his band still refused to sign or accept any of 
the provisions of the treaty, or to accept any of the annuities aris- 
ing therefrom, but still stuck up for their old home and accepted 
nothing from our Government. In 1862 white people began to set- 
tle in Grande Ronde Valley. Two small towns started, La Grande 
on the west side, and Uniontown on the southeast side of the valley. 
Joseph and his followers gradually retreated farther east and made 
their headquarters near Snake River, and in the Wallowa Valley. 
Things went on without serious trouble until, in the early seven- 
ties, white people began to settle in Wallowa Valley, believing they 
had a right to settle there and make homes. No objections were 
made by our Government to this settlement, but it was not long be- 
fore friction arose between the whites and the Indians, each claim- 
ing the land as their own. Finally some United States troops were 
sent there for a time to keep peace between the white settlers and 
the Indians, and to try to persuade the Indians to go peaceably to 
the Nez Perce Indian reservation, but all efforts seemed to fail. 
They claimed that country was and had been their home before 
white men ever came there, and that they had never sold their right 
to the land to our Government, and that they would stay in their 
own home. 

It appears that Chief Joseph received orders from some Govern- 
ment o£Scial early in May, 1877, for him to move with his band of 
Indians from Wallowa Valley, Oregon, to the Nes Perce Indian 
reservation in Idaho by June 14th. Now comes the critical point. 
These Indians must leave what they at least called their home, 
which they had occupied in their Indian style for many years, or 
else they would be taken away by force and put on the Nes Perce 
reservation where they did not want to go. They doubtless felt 
that they had not been treated right, and were filled with a spirit 
of revenge, and, as we have said before, when Indians think they 
have been wronged they do not seek the parties who committed the 
wrong, but take revenge on the first whites they meet. The In- 
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dians left their oountry about the 10th or 11th of June^ 1877> 
crossed Snake River to the Idaho side^ thence on to the Salmon 
River and crossed over on the 18th of June to where the country 
was thinly settled by good^ peaceful white dtisens^ who were at- 
tending to their peaceful avocations^ and swooped down on them 
and commenced an indiscriminate slaughter of these people who 
had never harmed them in any way. They deliberately murdered in 
a cruel manner seventeen persons^ fifteen men and one woman and 
her child, and wounded a number of others who made their escape by 
running to the brush and hiding through the day, and traveling by 
night without food for several days until they reached Mt. Idaho 
about, forty miles distant. The Indians ransacked the settlers' 
houses, then burned the houses and bams and drove off their horses 
and cattle. They then moved farther on into the unprotected set- 
tlement and killed and wounded a few more settlers before they 
could get away, burning their houses and bams and driving off 
their stock. 

This outbreak caused great excitement in Idaho and Nez Perce 
coimties. The citiJEens organized volunteer companies as quickly 
as possible for the protection of the citizens residing in the fron- 
tier settlements. They were gathered into and near the town of 
Mt. Idaho as soon as possible. In this work of gathering in the 
settlers, the volunteers had several engagements with the hostile 
Indians. A few more of the settlers and volunteers were killed, 
and quite a number were wounded. This was a serious and trying 
time for the unprotected settlers in Idaho County. There appears 
to have been three other small bands of these non-treaty Indians 
besides Joseph's band: Chief Lookingglass' band, living on Clear 
Creek, a tributary of Clearwater River; Chief White Bird's band, 
living on Salmon River ; and the old Dreamer Chief, Tchulhulsote's 
small band, living on Snake River. None of these Indians had ever 
made their home on the Nez Perce reservation. All of these three 
bands joined Joseph's band. It appears that General Howard was 
at Fort Lapwai at the time of this outbreak (which fort is on the 
Nez Perce reservation), but that Joseph and others of his tribe 
had promised the General that they would move peaceably on to 
the reservation by June 14th, and the General relied on their keep- 
ing their promise. General Howard says that the first inkling of 
something wrong came to Fort Lapwai on June 14th through L. P. 
Brown. At 7 a. m. on June 15, 1877, L. P. Brown wrote and sent 
by special messenger, Mr. West, a letter stating "that the Indians 
had gone on the warpath and killed or wounded several whites 
who had started to go from Cottonwood to Mt. Idaho. A report 
says some whites have been killed on Salmon River. A number of 
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families have oome to Mt. Idaho for protection, bat they had but 
few arms there to protect them with." He urged that troops and 
arms be sent at once. "Yon cannot imagine the people in a worse 
condition than what they are here." 

At 8 a. m., Jane 15, 1877, Mr. L. P. Brown writes to command- 
ing officer at Fort Lapwai as follows: "Send letters by friendly 
Indian, Lookingglass's brother, the parties that started from Cot- 
tonwood have been broaght in. The wounded are Mr. Day, mortally; 
Mrs. Norton, both legs broken; Moore, shot throogh the hip; Mr. 
Norton, killed and left in the road six miles from Mt. Idaho. 
Teamsters attacked on road, wagons abandoned and plun- 
dered and horses taken by Indians. Indians have possession 
of Camas Prairie. Lose no time in getting force of men here. Stop 
stage and other travel on road unless they have strong force. 
Hurry up, we need help." 

General Howard sent a brief communication to Mr. Brown 
concerning the dispatch of two companies of cavalry, and enjoined 
on him to cheer the people. Colonel Perry was dispatched forth- 
with to the scene of trouble with ninety men, all that could be 
spared from the fort. Captain Wilkinson and Lieutenant Bomus 
were sent post haste to Walla Walla with messages for more troops 
from Walla Walla and Portland, and also with request for twenty- 
five scouts from General McDowell at San Francisco. 

We must now turn to the Salmon River country and see what 
has been happening there. On June 18th several Indians came 
down from the Prairie to Mr. Manuel's ranch (situated on a small 
stream that empties into the Salmon River, and about twenty miles 
south of Grangeville). They seemed friendly, and used Manuel's 
grindstone to sharpen their Imives and other tools, these acts arous- 
ing no suspicion. Late in the afternoon three young buck Indians 
went to the house of Mr. Cone up the river above Manuel's. Two 
of these Indians belonged to the Salmon River or White Bird band, 
and the other one to Joseph's tribe. They wanted bread and am- 
munition. They were given bread, but young Cone was short of 
ammunition and could not supply them. They seemed friendly and 
said they were on a huting expedition and went on up the river. 
Richard Devine, an old gentleman, lived on the Salmon River some 
six miles above the John Day creek, which is a few miles above 
White Bird creek. This old man had never had any trouble with 
the Indians. He was the possessor of a very fine rifle, and a few 
days later he was found dead near his door and his rifle was gone. 
It is supposed that these three Indians camped close to his house 
on the night of the 18th of June, and when he came out next 
morning he was shot and killed by them and his rifle taken. On 
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the morning of June 14th these same three Indians^ who had been 
seen to pass Mr. Elfer's ranch at the month of John Day Creek^ 
came back that way and shot and killed Mr. Elf er^ Mr. Bland and 
Mr. Bickrage while they were on their way from their house to 
the hay field to work. They were shot down in cold blood without 
the least notice or warning. The Indians then took some fine horses 
belonging to Mr. Elfers to ride^ went to the house where Mrs. El- 
fers was^ took Mr. Elfers' rifle^ and went on below. They did not 
disturb Mrs. Elfers^ nor did she know that they had killed her hus- 
band and the other men until they were gone^ as the killing took 
place out of sight of the house. Soon after^ some neighbors came 
in and reported to her what had happened. 

On the way down the river the Indians shot and wounded Mr. 
Samuel Benedict^ near the mouth of White Bird Creek, but he 
succeeded in getting away and reaching his house. 

It appears that these three Indians, flushed with the blood of 
innocent white people, then went to the main camp of the Indians 
at what is called Rocky Canyon, situated nearly midway between 
White Bird Creek and Orangerille, and reported what they had 
done, and were re-inforced by fifteen or twenty more Indians, and 
they all returned to White Bird Creek. Mr. Manuel, whose resi- 
dence was on this creek, had heard of the attack made on Mr, 
Benedict that morning (June 14th) and had started on horseback, 
with his family, to go to some place of greater safety. They had 
gone only a short distance when the Indians attacked them. Mr. 
Manuel and his daughter seven years old were riding the same 
horse. He was shot and badly wounded. They both fell from 
the horse and he rolled down the hill and hid from the Indians 
among some rocks. One man, Mr. Baker, was killed. Mrs. Man- 
uel and her baby were thrown from their horse and injured. They 
and the daughter were taken back to the house by the Indians. 
The daughter had been shot and wounded with an arrow, and had 
one arm broken in the fall from the horse. It is said that the In- 
dians promised Mrs. Manuel that if she would give them Mr. Man- 
uel's gun and all the ammunition he had, they would not molest 
her. This she did, but soon after more Indians came in, and one 
who was said to be Chief Joseph, plunged a knife into Mrs. Man- 
uel's breast and killed her instantly. This was done in the presence 
of her little seven year old daughter. They also killed her ten 
months old babe. Two other men, Mr. Popham, an old man, and 
Mr. Price, were at the Manuel ranch when this trouble occurred, 
but they concealed themselves so the Indians did not find them. 
The next day Mr. Price took the little seven year old girl and 
started for Mt. Idaho. She had no clothing except her night clothes. 
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the Indians having ransacked the house and taken everjrthing. They 
returned later and burned the Manuel home with the dead bodies 
of Mrs. Manuel and the baby. Mr. Manuel wandered alone in the 
brush and rocks, getting nothing to eat except a few berries, for 
thirteen days, with his almost fatal wounds, one through the hips 
with a rifle ball, the other in the neck from an arrow. He pulled 
the arrow out, and dressed his wounds the best he could. On the 
thirteenth day he was found by a soldier and taken to Mt. Idaho, 
where he recovered. Mr. Price and Manuel's daughter arrived at 
Mt. Idaho safely after a hard trip and much suffering. The 
daughter also finally recovered. Mr. Popham, after several days' 
struggling through the brush and mountains, reached Mt. Idaho 
safely. 

After leaving Mr. Manuel's ranch the Indians went to the mouth 
of White Bird Creek, where Mr. Benedict lived and had a store. 
It will be remembered that they had shot and wounded him when 
out earlier in the day, but that he had made his escape and got 
home. Here they found him and August Bacon and killed them 
both. Mrs. Benedict escaped and made her way to Mt. Idaho. The 
Indians then started for H. C. Brown's store, one mile down the 
Salmon River. Brown saw them coming, took his wife, and with 
Andrew Bensching made his escape in a small boat across Salmon 
River. They remained in the timbered mountains for several 
days, but were finally rescued by a party under H. C. Johnson. 
The Indians spent the night of tiie 14th at Brown's ranch, where 
they helped themselves to everything they wanted in the house and 
store, including liquors. They then went to the Osbom ranch, 
which is a few miles toward Crrangeville. There were several fam- 
ilies at that place. The Indians killed Mr. Osbom, Mr. Mason and 
Francois Chodazo, after which the women, Mrs. Mason, Mrs. Os- 
bom, Mrs. Walch, and several children fell into the hands of the 
Indians, and it is said that the Indians treated these women shame- 
fully. Finally they allowed them to go, and they were met by a 
Mr. Shoemaker who had escaped, and assisted by him to Mt. 
Idaho. After plundering the houses and stores of everything they 
wanted, the Indians burned nearly all the houses and some of the 
bams on the ranches. 

Late in the afternoon of the 14th, Arthur Chapman, who re- 
sided a few miles northwest of Mt. Idaho, received word of the 
outbreak of the Indians on Salmon River from an Indian boy, and 
at once went to Mt. Idaho and reported the news. L. P. Brown 
desired to send another dispatch to Lapwai and Lew Day volun- 
teered to take it. After passing Cottonwood he was attacked by 
two Indians and wounded so severely that he turned bad^ and 
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stopped at the Cottonwood house^ kept by B. B. Norton. There he 
fowad Mr. and Mrs. Norton and son Hill^ John Chamberlain, wife 
and two children. Miss Linn Bowers and Joseph Moore. They all 
immediately prepared to start to Mt. Idaho, a distance of abont 
twenty miles. They got started about ten p. m., Norton and Moore 
on horseback, and the rest in a wagon. After traveling abont ten 
miles, the Indians came upon them and first shot down the horses 
ridden by Norton and Moore, who jumped into the wagon, and 
then began a race for life. Soon the team was shot down, the In- 
dians were on them. Miss Bowers and the little boy. Hill Norton, 
made their escape in the dark. Mr. Chamberlan and wife and two 
children attempted to escape in the same way, bat were discovered 
by the Indians. Mr. Chamberlain and his little boy were killed, 
the other child was snatched from the mother's arms and a piece 
of its tongue was cut off and it was wounded in the neck with a 
knife and left alone on the prairie. The poor, erased mother was 
then treated outrageously by the Indians. Mr. Norton and wife re- 
mained at the wagon, also Mr. Day and Mr. Moore. Norton was 
shot and died in a few minutes. Mrs. Norton was shot through 
both legs, but crawled between the dead horses and remained there 
until morning. Moore was shot through the hips. Day had two 
bullets in the shoulder and one in the leg. At daylight the Indians 
withdrew. 

Miss Bowers and little Hill Norton had become separated in 
their flight in the dark, but both kept traveling, steering their course 
as nearly as they could in the dark for Mt. Idaho. Little Hill was 
found next morning about daylight about four miles northwest 
of Mt. Idaho, by Hon. F. A. Fenn, who was out scouting, and he 
took the boy on his horse to Crook's ranch, where a general alarm 
was given. Miss Bowers was found about nine o'clock in the morn- 
ing by J. A. Swarts two miles from Mt. Idaho, and was taken 
to that place. 

At the Cook's ranch, where Orangeville now stands, F. A. Fenn, 
C. L. Rice and James Atkinson set out for the scene of the last 
night's attack. Soon after they arrived there they were set upon 
by Indians, but fortunately very soon a larger party came to their 
relief and the Indians withdrew. They gathered all of the victims 
of the massacre and put them in the wagon, hitched their saddle 
horses to the wagon and hauled them to Mt. Idaho. Mr. Chamber- 
lain and his two little children were found about a quarter of a 
mile from the wagon. He lay with the little ones in his arms, and 
he and one child were dead. Mrs. Chamberlain was picked up half 
a mile away. Mrs. Norton, Mr. Day and Mr. Moore were all alive 
but badly wounded. Mr. Norton was dead. Mr. Day died the 
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following afternoon^ Mr. Moore lived about six weeks and died 
from the effects of the woimds he had received; Mrs. Norton, Mrs. 
Chamberlain and child eventually recovered. 

Dr. J. B. Morris, physician of the Prairie people, was at Lewis- 
ton, but hearing of the outbreak he rode through alone, seventy- 
five miles, to Mt. Idaho, making fast time and facing great dan- 
ger. He deserves the highest commendation for his energy, brav- 
ery and devotion to the pe<^le of the Prairie. He remained at 
Mt. Idaho and attended all the wounded during the war, for which 
service the United States Government should remunerate him. 

On the night of the Norton massacre two freighters, Peter H. 
Ready and Lew Willmot, with two four-horse wagons loaded with 
general merchandise, were camped on the road between Cotton- 
wood and Mt. Idaho. They were warned of the danger by the 
Norton party as they passed, but they remained in their camp until 
daylight, then pulled out for Mt. Idaho. They had gone but a 
short distance when they saw the Indians coming. Each one cut 
a horse loose from the wagon and mounting, outran the Indians 
and escaped. They went to their homes and got their guns and 
joined the party going after the Norton and Chamberlain families. 
The Indians looted the freight wagons of all they wanted and 
packed away the goods on the teamsters' horses which were left at 
the wagons. 

Thus within a few days after this outbreak the Indians had 
murdered about twenty good citizens, wounded several others, out- 
raged and fearfully abused several noble, good mothers. They had 
plundered and burned ten dwellings, three stores, a number of 
miners' cabins, seven bams and shops, captured two freight outfits 
loaded with merchandise, stolen and driven away several hundred 
head of cattle and horses belonging to the white settlers, and up 
to this time not an Indian had been hurt or injured in any way by 
the white settlers. In fact, the Indians murdered, outraged and 
robbed them without cause or warning. The whites had given them 
no cause for complaint and had no reason to expect an attack from 
them, and were all attending to their respective vocations and 
wholly unprepared to meet the murderous assault. Think of our 
Government keeping troops at so many places at heavy expense for 
the protection of the frontier settlers, and at this critical time, 
when Joseph and others had been ordered to move on the Nes 
Perce reservation against their wish, not a soldier placed on any 
portion of the route over which they were expected to move, to 
protect the white settlers residing on and adjacent to the route, nor 
none nearer than ninety miles of the danger line. There were, in 
fact, but few that close, and no railroad or telegraph lines. It does 
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seem that too much reliance was placed in these treacherous In- 
dians, and not snfBdent precaution taken to see that they moved on- 
to the reseryation in an orderly way, without molesting the peace- 
ful settlers or their property. We leave the reader to determine 
where the blame, if any, should rest. 

But, as we have stated before. General Howard started Colonel 
Perry from Fort Lapwai on the night of the 15th for the scene 
of the trouble, with about ninety men, and sent to Walla Walla and 
other posts for more troops. From Lapwai to the scene of the 
first trouble is about ninety miles. Colonel Perry reached Orange- 
viUe late in the afternoon of the l6th. (This place is fifteen or 
twenty miles short of where the outbreak commenced.) Here he 
rested a short time and consulted with some volunteer settlers, then, 
in company with eleven volunteers conmianded by the late Major 
George M. Shearer, started for the locality where the first mur- 
ders were conmiitted. They arrived near White Bird Creek about 
daylight on the morning of June 17th. Here they discovered a 
few Indians in a rough canyon with rough, rocky and brushy sides. 
We cannot give the full particulars of the battle that followed soon 
after their arrival, but suffice it to say that the Indians seem to 
have played some kind of a ruse to get Colonel Perry down in 
the canvon, while the volunteers went on the opposite side of the 
canyon. The troops had not gone far before the Indians opened 
fire on them from all sides where they were concealed behind the 
brush and rodcs. Several of the soldiers fell at the first firing, and 
the others seeing their comrades falling from the firing, and not 
being able to see the Indians, became frightened and ran away. 
The Indians kept firing at them with the result that S6 of the 90 
soldiers were killed or left on the battlefield, and no Indians were 
hurt that were ever heard of. The Indians also poured a hot fire 
into the eleven volunteers but they escaped by a trail, with two of 
their number wounded. They made their way to Mt. Idaho, got 
more volunteers and returned and helped Colonel Perry fight his 
way back to GrangeviUe. The Indians kept up a firing at them 
at long range until they were within four miles of Grangeville. 
This was a complete victory for them as they had killed about forty 
per cent of Perry's men, captured forty or fifty guns and a good 
supply of ammunition, and had lost nothing. So far they had had 
everything their own way, and must have been very much elated 
over their success in the destruction of life and property. 

Colonel Perry reorganized his troops at Grangeville and put 
them in as good condition as he could for further action. During 
this time General Howard was at Lapwai waiting for more troops 
he had sent for to come from the several military posts. As soon 
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as the Norton party was brought in, the people of Mt. Idaho or- 
ganized a company of volnnteers, and every man or boy able to 
bear arms or work was enlisted. Arthnr Chapman was selected 
captain for the Tolnnteers, and a retired English naval officer named 
H. £• Croasdale was pat in charge of the fort they built for the 
protection of the women, children and wonnded. The people of 
Grangeville also bnilt a fortification for protection, and a company 
of volonteers was organised by Captain Bloomer. At Slate Creek, 
near the Salmon where the trail leaves the river for Florence, where 
there were quite a number of women and children and not many 
men, the people built a stockade, this being the danger Une. Men 
and arms were scarce. The people there prevailed on a friendly 
Indian woman to go to Florence, a mining camp twenty-five miles 
distant in the momitains, for help. This Indian woman, whose 
name was Too-Lah, was a friendly Nes Perce. She was faithful to 
the trust and returned very shortly with twenty-five men, well 
armed, to help guard and protect the people at Slate Creek. The 
people at Warrens on the south side of the Salmon also built forts 
for protection. Elk City at the northeast, a mining camp, had 
quite a number of men but few arms; in fact, there were but few 
arms among the settlers in any part of the country. About the 17th 
the people all over Nes Perce County became alarmed, including 
the people in Lewiston, the head of navigation and the base of all 
supplies. It was feared that the success that Joseph and Lodc- 
ingglass had met with might induce all the Indians in the country 
to join them and raid the town of Lewiston. As they had but few 
arms with which to protect themselves, they sent to Portland, Ore- 
gon, for arms and ammunition, and Captain Ed McConville organ- 
ized a company of sixty men on short notice for the protection of 
life and property at Lewiston and in that vicinity. 

By the 2l8t of June eight small companies of the United States 
amy, numbering only about 200 men, had gathered into Lapwai, 
and a smaU company of volunteers under Captain Paige, who had 
joined under Captain Whipple in command of the cavalry, were on 
hard to fight Indians. Captain Paige was from Walla Walla and 
had about twenty-five volunteers in his company. Creneral Howard 
wa'; all ready, and starting with his command from Fort Lapwai 
at noon on June 22nd, on the afternoon of the 2drd he arrived at 
Cottonwood, Mr. Norton's place, which had been abandoned on the 
night of the 14th. It appears that he rested here the next day and 
obtained such information as he could. On the 25th he sent the 
infKntry south to Johnson's ranch and he with the cavalry went to 
Grangeville, where was Colonel Perry's command. After visiting 
Mt. Idaho for information, the Greneral returned to Grangeville and 
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proceeded with his commaiid to Johnson's ranch where the infan- 
try had been sent. At 6:80 next mornings June 26th^ the command 
marched to the scene of Perry's defeat at White Bird canyon, 
doubtless for the double purpose of looking for Indians, and to 
buiy the Perry soldiers who had fallen there a week before. While 
the soldiers buried their dead comrades. Captain Paige and his 
Tolunteers, guided by Capt. Arthur Chapman, scoured the country 
and found that the Indians had crossed the Salmon River to the west 
bank, where the country is mountainous and heavily timbered. Here 
on Jtme S6th appears to hare been the location of the contending 
forces. General Howard with his force, consisting of about SOO 
regrlars and perhaps 100 volunteers, all well armed and supplied, 
was on the east side of Salmon River near the mouth of White Bird 
Cr ek, while Joseph and White Bird were on the west side of Sal- 
mon River, with about 150 warriors, and encumbered with all of 
their women and children and household traps, and about 1,500 
head of loose horses and cattle. From the junction of White Bird 
Creek and Salmon River it is about twenty-five miles to where Sal- 
mon River empties into Snake River. The general course of both 
those streams over this distance is north, running almost parallel to 
each other, until within a few miles of the junction, where the Sal- 
mon turns to the west and makes its junction with Snake River. 
The average distance between these two streams from White Bird 
to the jnnction is about ten or twelve miles. The Indians have an 
old trail down between these two streams to a point on the Salmon 
River about fifteen miles below White Bird, and the crossing there, 
commonly called the Craig or old Billie Crossing, was considered 
about the best place in the country to cross Salmon River. Near 
the east bank of the river here are craggy rocks behind which a 
few men could conceal themselves and pick off Indians while cross- 
ing, without danger. There is a good trail from this crossing on 
to Craig Mountain, to the main road leading from Lewiston to 
Camas Prairie. 

After it had been discovered for certain that the Indians were 
on the west side of Salmon River, the volunteers held a consultation 
as to what course was best to pursue, all being weU acquainted with 
the geography of the country, and familiar with the customs of the 
Indians. They unanimously agreed upon a plan of operation, and 
appointed Hon. Frank A. Fenn, Joseph Peasley and John Mc- 
Pherson to wait on General Howard and lay their plan of operation 
before him, expecting, of course, it would be approved by him and 
put into execution. The committee proceeded to perform the duty 
assigned it, and laid before the General their plan, which was for 
him to send twenty or thirty men, some soldiers and some volun- 
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teers, to the Craig or Billie Crossing, where thej were to conceal 
themselves. The General and the rest of the command were to 
cross the Sahnon River near the White Bird, go behind the Indians 
and attack them, when they would naturally follow down the trail 
to the crossing named. Pursued by the General to the crossing and 
prevented from crossing by the men concealed on the east bank, the 
Indians would be bagged and would either have to surrender or be 
kiUed. There can be no doubt that if this plan had been adopted 
and put into execution, the war would have been ended in a few 
days, but, says Mr. Fenn, "He politely listened to us and then 
bowed us out, with the remark that he was capable of manag^g his 
own campaign/' 

This committee explained to the General how, if he crossed the 
river, the Indians would most surely go below to the Craig cross- 
ing and cross back, and when back they could raid the people in 
both Idaho and Nes Perce counties. Having some knowledge of 
the country we are writing about, we cannot conceive why this plan 
of operations was rejected by the General. We know that Mr. 
Fenn's statement is correct and the plan was the best that could 
have been devised. But it was rejected, and the General crossed 
over the Salmon River with all of his command, except Captain 
Whipple with his small company, who had been left at the Norton 
House on the Cottonwood, where the road from Lewiston comes 
down from Craig's Mountain to Camas Prairie. 

Events soon proved that the plan suggested by Mr. Fenn and 
others was the right one, for as soon as the Indians found that Gen- 
eral Howard and his main force was on the same side of the Salmon 
River that they were, they moved down to the Craig Billie Cross- 
ing, crossed over, took the trail for the wagon road on Craig's 
Mountain, and thence down near the Norton House where Whipple 
was stationed, and killed thirteen of his soldiers. It appears that 
General Howard remained on the west side of the Salmon River 
until the Indians went down and crossed back and went up to the 
Norton House and killed thirteen of Whipple's men, then a message 
was sent to General Howard by Peter H. Ready, telling him where 
the Indians were and what they had done. The General seems to 
have followed the Indians to the Craig Billie Crossing but they were 
over and gone before he got there and he could not or did not 
cross after them, but went back up to the White Bird, where they 
had boats, crossed back and went through the Prairie by way of 
Grangeville, the same route he traveled when going out, reaching 
Grangeville on July 9th. 

When Captain Whipple was left in Camas Prairie at the time 
General Howard started to the front on the Salmon, he had been 
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instructed by the General to try to gather in Lookingglass and his 
band who were camped upon a creek called Clear Creek^ a tribu- 
tary of Clearwater River^ northeast of Mt. Idaho^ as they were sup- 
posed to be still friendly to the whites^ and have them come to 
Mt. Idaho and remain under the care and protection of the volun- 
teers^ to prevent them from joining Joseph. Soon after General 
Howard left for the fronts Captain Whipple with a detachment of 
his men and a few volunteers went cautiously to the camp of Look- 
ingglass^ very early in the morning. A peace talk was in progress, 
most of the men remaining back some distance from the camp, when 
to the surprise of all a bugle sounded which flustrated the Indians, 
and a little later some person among those remaining at a distance, 
fired a shot into the Indian camp. The shot was said to have been 
fired by a man named Washington Holmes, who had a half-breed 
wife. Be that as it may, the firing of the shot alarmed the Indians 
so that they scattered and the council was broken up. The Indians 
under Lookingglass soon after joined Joseph's band and went on 
the warpath. Captain Whipple returned to Cottonwood. After 
arriving there he sent two scouts, Foster and Blewitt, in the direc- 
tion of the Craig Billie Crossing to see if there was any sign of 
Indians. After going several miles they saw Indians driving horses. 
They turned back, but were pursued by Indians firing at them. 
Blewitt's horse fell, presumably from a shot. He took to the brush 
and Foster pushed on safely to camp. Captain Whipple immediate- 
ly sent Lieutenant Rains with ten soldiers and the scout Foster to 
try to find Blewitt and to learn all he could about the Indians. He 
had not gone more than a mile or two before they were attacked 
by the Indians. Captain Whipple started as soon as he heard the 
shooting, with some men. On arriving at the scene he found the 
Indians in large numbers and that they had already killed part of 
Lieutenant Rains' men, and had the balance ao completely in their 
grasp, and outnumbered his men so much, that he concluded it was 
useless for him to try to rescue the remainder of Lieutenat Rains' 
men. He therefore kept out of dose range, and Lieutenant Rains, 
his men and the scouts were all shot down by the Indians. Captain 
Whipple and his detachment went back to camp. These operations 
appear to have taken place on July 8rd. 

That night a courier arrived informing Whipple that Colonel 
Perry was on the road from Lapwai to Cottonwood with a pack 
train loaded with supplies, and wanted more protection. Early in 
the morning of July 4th Whipple went out with some men, met 
Perry nine miles out, and came into Cottonwood safely with the 
pack train. About nooii that day, according to Whipple, the In- 
dians began to gather and soon had the camp of Cottonwood sur- 
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rounded, and for hours thej made frantic efforts to dislodge the 
soldiers. Every man of the command was kept on the line daring 
the afternoon — trifle pits having been dug at a little distance from 
the Cottonwood House. About sundown the Indians withdrew for 
the night. 

Colonel Perry was now in command at Cottonwood. On the 
morning of July 5ih lieutenant D. B. Randall of the volunteers, 
with sixteen of his men, left Mt. Idaho for the Cottonwood House 
to assist the United States troops in repelling the Indians. When 
within less than two miles of their destination, in plain view of the 
troops at the Cottonwood House, Lieutenant Randall was attacked 
by about 150 Indians, whose line of attack was formed so as to cut 
the volunteers off from going to the Cottonwood House. The Lieu- 
tenant and his men charged through the Indian lines, securing the 
best place they could for a stand, dismounted and commenced to 
defend themselves against the superior force of Indians as best 
brave men could, believing that Colonel Perry would soon come with 
his troops to their assistance. He did not come. One of the 
Lieutenant's men, F. D. Vansise, escaped and rode in for help, but 
Colonel Perry seemed to think it of no use to go. We presume he 
thought the volunteers would all be killed before he could get there, 
and he and his men might suffer a like fate. The brave volunteers 
stood their ground and contested the battle with the Indians with- 
out yielding a foot, though they were outnumbered ten to one. It is 
said that at last one Simpson, a sergeant, one of those at the Cot- 
tonwood House, sprang to the front and cried out, "If your officers 
will not lead you to the rescue, I will." He was quickly joined by 
twenty-five others and they made their way to their horses. Perry, 
seeing that a part of his men were determined to go, ordered Cap- 
tain Whipple to take charge of them. When the troops arrived at 
the scene they found the brave volunteers still holding their ground, 
although their leader. Lieutenant Randall, had fallen mortally 
wounded, and B. F. Evans was killed and three others were 
wounded. With the assistance of the troops the Indians were soon 
put to flight. All honor to those brave volunteers, who held their 
positions for more than an hour against such great odds. We also 
honor and admire the act of that noble Seargeant Simpson in going 
and inducing others to go to the front when help was so badly 
needed. May the Lord and the people make his patii smooth in this 
and the world to come. 

After the Indians had retreated, the men all went to the Cotton- 
wood House. The names of these volunteers were as follows: 
Lieutenant D. B. Randall, B. F. Evans, both killed; D. H. Hanson, 
mortally wounded; A. B. Lealand and Charles Johnson, wounded; 
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L. P. Willmot^ J. L. Cearley^ James Buchanan^ William B. Burner, 
Charles W. Case, £. J. Bunker, Frank D. Vansise, C. M. Day, 
George Rlggins, A. D. Bartlej, H. C. Johnson, F. A. Fenn. 

ARMS SBNT TO LBWI0TON BT U. S. OOYBRNMBNT. 

Soon after the outbreak of Chief Joseph and his hostile Indians 
the people of Lewiston and vicinity became alarmed for fear the 
Indians might make a raid on them. They had but few arms for 
protection and it was decided to wire our delegate in Congress, 
Hon. S. S. Fenn,and see if he could not secure arms from the U. S. 
goTcmment. Receiving the dispatch early in the day. Delegate 
Fenn at once introduced a joint resolution in the House authorising 
and directing the Secretary of War to order by wire U. S. arms 
shipped by steamer from Fort Vancouver, on tlie Columbia river, 
to Lewiston, Idaho, for the use of the citizens, to protect their lives 
and property against the hostile Indians. 

Before the sun set that day this resolution was passed by both 
houses of Congress, approved by the President and a copy furnished 
the Secretary of War, and the Secretary had sent a telegram to the 
proper officer at Vancouver to forward the necessary arms by the 
first steamer. 

This we think was about the quickest work ever done in Congress 
by any delegate or member from the Pacific coast. It shows our 
Idaho delegate was not only alive and active to the interests of the 
people, but also commanded the respect of both branches of our 
National Legislature. 

Up to the time of the attack of the Indians upon these volunteers 
they had not met with a single loss of any kind. It is believed 
that in this engagement their loss in killed was nine, and that sev- 
eral were wounded. At least, nine graves were found at their first 
camp after they left the battle ground. This was the first reverse 
they had met since they started on the warpath. It appears that 
on this day, July 5th, General Howard had got back to White 
Bird Creek. Captain McConville of the Lewiston volunteers and 
Captain Hunter of the Dayton volunteers, who were with General 
Howard, on arriving at White Bird and learning of the Indians 
being in large numbers around the Cottonwood House, and of the 
killing of Captain Whipple's men, Howard, made a forced 
march and arrived at the Cottonwood House on the afternoon of 
July 5th:. They had nearly one hundred men, but the Indians had 
gone to the mountains. It is said that General Howard managed 
to get his conmiand into Grangeville from White Bird on July 9th, 
a distance nearly as far as McConville and Hunter's troops 
marched in one day. 

These volunteer companies set out the next morning to find 
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where the Indians were located, and discoTered them about the 
7tb near the junction of the south and middle forlu of the Clear- 
water River, in a rough country. There appeared to be large force 
of the Indians. They had some skirmishing with them the next 
day, when the Indians tried to cut off a small number of Tolunteers 
under Major Shearer, but they succeeded in getting into camp. 
They decided it was not best for their small party to attack such 
a large number, but to send a messenger for General Howard to 
come with his force, and for all hands to make the attack. They 
sent a messenger and went to work themselyes making breastworks 
for defense against the Indians. That night the Indians made a 
raid and got 43 of their horses. Their messenger did not return, 
and being short of provisions and horses, they decided to go back 
to Cottonwood. On arriving there they found that their messenger 
was sick and unable to return, and that Greneral Howard was wait- 
ing for reinforcements which he expected soon. On July 11th 
General Howard moved with his whole command, including Captain 
Trimble from Slate Creek. It was found that Joseph, White Bird 
and Lookingglass with their hostile bands were all encamped in a 
deep, rough canyon, a little below where White Bird Creek enters 
into Clearwater, about thirteen miles from Grangeville, and they 
were fairly well fortified with breastworks and rifle pits. About 
noon on this day, July 11th, Lieutenant Fletcher discovered the 
location of the Indians, and by 10 o'clock A. M., General Howard 
had his men operating one howitser and two Gatling guns, throw- 
ing destructive missiles into the Indian camp. This appears to 
have been a hard and closely contested battle. No doubt Joseph 
and his followers expected to win a great victory there in their 
mountain fastness over the U. S. troops, and would then have 
things his own way. They fought desperately all that afternoon 
and went at it again early the next morning and kept it up until 
late in the afternoon. Finding they were getting the worst of it 
all the time, they finaUy very reluctantly began to move away for 
more secure quarters. During the fighting of this day and a half 
the resourceful, wily and bloodthirsty Chief Joseph watched every 
move made by General Howard or his men, and tried many times to 
cut off some of the General's men, horses, or pack trains, but with- 
out success. The Indians found for the first time, and much to 
their surprise, that General Howard was at home when in a pitched 
battle. While in many respects the Indians had the advantage of 
the canyon, rocks and brush they had selected and fortified for this 
great battle, they did not seem to think that General Howard could 
ride or walk as he chose coolly along the hillside, with his field 
glass, and watch their every move and direct his men and big g^ns 
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against them as he thought would be most effective. General How- 
ard^ like most God-fearing men, is not noted for fast marches, but 
when he takes a stand he is very hard to drive awaj. What he 
thinks is right he stands by. It is said that in this battle Chief 
Joseph showed great bravery and rare generalship, but at the end 
of one and a half days' hard fighting he was forced to run away 
from his chosen battle ground with all his following. He could no 
longer stand the slow but sure destruction of his savage warriors 
by the cool management of the old veteran, General Howard, who 
seemed to be at home in the engagement. When General Howard's 
troops took possession of the Indian battle ground, which they had 
been forced to abandon in a hurry, many of their lodges were still 
standing, filled with their effects, such as blankets, buffalo robes, 
flour, jerked beef, and plunder of all descriptions, while fires were 
burning and food cooking thereon. 

There were about 400 men tmder General Howard in this engage- 
ment, and were suposed to be more than SOO Indian warriors, be- 
sides many young Indian women, who always render the warriors 
valuable assistance in time of battle. The casualties of this battle, 
as nearly as known, were as follows : The Indians had twenty-three 
killed, about forty wounded, some of whom died, and about forty 
prisoners taken. Also a number of horses killed. The loss to 
the General's command was thirteen killed and twenty-two wotmded. 
This may seem like a small loss for such a long fight, but when it is 
understood that the Indians were down in a deep, rough, rocky 
canyon, and were mostly concealed or sheltered behind rocks, or 
breastworks, it will be readily seen by any person who has ever had 
any experience in fighting Indians how difficult it was for our 
troops to pick them off, or how dangerous it would have been to 
have undertaken to make a charge on their stronghold. Speaking 
in the light of experience, we think that General Howard and the 
men under him in this battle all did weU, and deserve great credit 
for their skill and bravery. 

The Indians made their way over the rough country, swimming 
the Clearwater River, and hit the trail for the buffalo country east 
of the Rocky Mountains. Their movements clearly showed that 
they realized they were badly defeated and did not want any more 
engagements with General Howard. The General could not follow 
up his victory that evening for several reasons. It was then late in 
the afternoon. The route which the Indians had taken was not a 
practicable route over which pack trains and heavy arms might be 
taken. It was rugged and rough and there was no way to cross the 
Clearwater River on their trail except by swimming. Besides this, 
by the time they could have packed their baggage and supplies it 
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would have been nighty and thej might have been ambushed travel- 
ing in the dark, or if they had left their camp and supplies in the 
hands of a few while the main force went in porsnit, the Indians 
might have doubled back and captured the whole camp outfit, for 
these wily Indians knew every foot of the country and could skip 
over and through rough places almost equal to a mountain goat, 
and no white man could compete with them in this business. 

The Indians were pursued by General Howard across the moun- 
tains into Montana, where other U. S. troops fell in and pursued 
them also. They committed some depredations on their route. They 
were finally captured by General Miles at Bear Paw Mountain, 
Miles having made a quick move and captured their horses before 
they knew of his presence. This was on October 4, 1877. General 
Howard came up with a small detachment of troops the same day. 
General Miles had taken Joseph completely by surprise; the In- 
dians hid as best they could, but seeing they could neither win in a 
fight against General Miles, nor get away from him, the next day, 
October 5th, they surrendered to General Miles, after being chased 
for more than 1,000 miles by General Howard. By order of Gen- 
eral Sheridan they were taken to Indian Territory, where they were 
kept for several years, and where many of them died. The rem- 
nant left, with Joseph, was finally brought back to Idaho, and 
Joseph with a small band was put on the Colville Reservation, in 
the State of Washington, where a few years ago Joseph died. 

We realise that this is already a long and tedious chapter for the 
reader, although we have omitted all of the Incidents in Greneral 
Howard's long march when following Joseph from the Clearwater 
in Idaho to Bear Paw Mountain in Montana. There was another 
act that took place in the southern part of Idaho that was so nearly 
connected with this Indian war of 1877 that it seems to us we should 
make some mention of it. It will be remembered that after Joseph's 
and White Bird's bands had committed the murders on the east side 
of the Salmon River they crossed back over to the west side, and it 
was thought by some that they intended to come down south into 
Washington County at a place called Council Valley, well up on the 
Weiser River, where the Indians had been in the habit of meeting 
once a year, holding councils, trading, etc. A message was sent 
from the north on June 18th to the people at the town of Weiser 
and also to Governor Brayman at Boise to be on the lookout for the 
Indians. About the same time word was brought to Boise that quite 
a number of the Bannock male Indians that belonged on the Fort 
Hall Reservation, situated more than two hundred miles east of 
Boise, were camped only about thirty miles east of Boise, all well 
armed and well mounted. These reports reached the Governor on 
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June 19th. He immediately issued his proclamation calling for 
volunteers. This was late in the afternoon. The writer was at that 
time out ten miles from Boise. He was sent for and got to Boise 
about 9 P. M. The men were all out and readj to do whatever 
was thought best. A mass meeting was held and a company of 
volunteers was organised that night to go to the Weiser country. 
Reub Bobbins was elected captain. We had some little trouble with 
the Governor^ he being by law Commander-in-Chief and custodian 
of the arms (which had been furnished the Territory by the United 
States). He had the arms stored at Fort Boise, and positively re* 
fused to let us have any unless we should walk to Fort Boise and 
enlist under Major Collins of the U. S. army. This we positively 
refused to do. But when His Excellency was notified that if he did 
not give us an order for arms, and that quickly, that neither he nor 
the fifteen men at Fort Boise would prevent us from taking the 
arms that the U. S. Government had furnished for the people to use 
for protection on such occasions as the present, he realised what 
the demand meant, and gave the order for the arms. Drays were at 
once employed to haul the arms and ammunition down, and the 
writer and two other men proceeded to open the boxes containing 
the guns and ammunition, and to distribute them to Captain Rob- 
bins' company, which consisted of nearly one hundred men. Cap- 
tain Bobbins, with a little more than half of his company, were 
outfitted with necessary supplies by the business men of Boise, and 
packed up and started that evenhig for Council Valley. Second 
Lieutenant John S. Gray went with a detachment of men to patrol 
up and down Snake River, to ascertain if any Indians should at- 
tempt to come from the south. Another small party, consisting of 
Milton Kelly, I. N. Coston, Obe Corder and a few others, were 
sent east to interview the Bannock Indian warriors (referred to be- 
fore), who were camped about thirty miles from Boise. This party 
was instructed to have the Indians, or at least their chief and 
prominent men, come into Boise and have a talk with the Governor 
and the people. We must say that when the arms were brought 
down from the fort, the Governor got in and worked like a Turk 
helping to distribute them to the volunteers. He seemed to under- 
stand the business and rendered all the assistance he could in help- 
ing to get the volunteers ready. In the meantime we were enlisted 
to go with Captain Bobbins, but the Governor as commander-in- 
chief notified us that he had detailed and commissioned me to remain 
at Boise for a while to distribute arms, collect and distribute sup- 
plies, and to go where any emergency might arise. We put in all 
that night getting arms and ammunition into the stage office to be 
sent out early the next morning to Boise Basin, Silver City, Jordan 
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Valley^ Payette, Weiaer and on Orerland road. The peopk were 
very much alarmed all over the ooontry, fearing a general outbreak 
of the Indians in the different parts of Idaho and adjoining states 
and territories. Indeed, the reports that came from every place 
where Indians were located were of an alarming nature. The next 
day, June Slst, Milton Kelly and party arrived about noon with 
thirty or forty of the Bannodc Indians, all big, fine-looking fellows. 
They attracted the attention of all as they marched along Main 
street in double file on horseback, with Messrs. Kelly and Corder 
in front and the other volunteers in the rear, all in perfect order. 
They alighted near the Governor's office, the chief and a few of the 
head men were presented to the Governor and a few prominent 
citizens in the Governor's office, mutual greetings were extended by 
all, and a long peace talk was had, which resulted in a mutual 
verbal understanding that the people of Boise were to furmsh 
pasture for their horses that night, and provisions for them for 
supper and breakfast next morning and then give them a few hun- 
dred pounds of flour, a few hundred pounds of meat, a reasonable 
amount of sugar, coffee and tea, some tobacco, etc, the next morn- 
ing, and they would then pack up and go and take all their men 
back to their reservation at Ross Fork, then in Oneida County, now 
Bannock County. As this was one of the many duties His Excel- 
lency had imposed on me, we had to get a lively move on. Fortun- 
ately we had a pasture with suitable camp ground and soon had 
them and their horses located, while our assistants procured the 
necessary rations for their supper and breakfast. Then the rustic- 
came for supplies for them to pack away next morning. At that 
time we were engaged in the butcher business with our old friend 
G. W. Guess, so we pulled out the required amount of bacon and 
beef from our market to fill that part of the agreement, and every 
merchant responded without a murmur with a liberal amount of 
flour, sugar, coffee, etc., until we had enough to fill the agreement, 
notwithstanding they had all contributed liberally only a day or two 
before to supply the volunteers who had gone out. They were a 
generous and noble people, and believi^d strongly in protection, and 
were willing to help pay for it. Early the next morning, with the 
assistance of a few of our good boys, we gathered up all these con- 
tributions and checked up to see if they filled the agreement. Ev- 
erything was satisfactory, we helped them to pack up, and then 
tried to impress on them, first that we had kept and fulfilled onr 
part of the agreement, and second, that tl*ey must not fail to fultill 
their part of the agreement. ThcT seemed to realize the importance 
of fulfilling their part, so we h&d-i them a good-bye, wishing them a 
speedy and safe journey to thr r home on the Fort Hall l^eserva- 
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tion. They went and kept their part of thj agpreeraent for thaw year, 
ISTTy but in 1878 they gave ns trouble, of which we will speak 
later on. 

A few days after Captain Bobbins left for the Weiser country 
Colonel Green of the U. S. Army came into Boise by stage for the 
purpose of taking command of some three or four companies of U. 
S. cavalry troops which were expected and did come to Boise in a 
few days from Harney, McDermott and other places. It took some 
time for them to get ready to start north to the seat of war. They 
had a good deal of fixing to do, supplies and transportation to pro- 
cure. Colonel Green sent Major Collins with a small company of 
infantry to Council Valley soon after his arrival, but he and his 
company of cavalry did not get started from Boise until about the 
18th of July. Several days before this General Howard had sent a 
messenger from Salmon River to the Weiser, informing the people 
and volunteers there that the Indians had re-crossed the Salmon 
River and gone north. There being no necessity for the volunteers 
to remain longer on the Weiser and Snake Rivers, both detachments 
were returned to Boise. During these exciting times the dtixens at 
Placerville in Boise Basin had organised a company of volunteers 
who held themselves in readiness to go anywhere they were needed 
for several weeks. The people in Silver City, Jordan Valley, Boise, 
Payette and Weiser valleys, and in Salmon City were organised, 
armed and ready for action. All these necessary precautions with- 
out a doubt prevented the Bannock and Piute Indians from joining 
Chief Joseph, White Bird and Lookingglass. There is but little 
doubt in our mind that when these Indians, after making their raid 
on the northeast side of the Salmon River, crossed back, they ex- 
pected to meet the Bannock and Piute Indians and return to the 
Wallowa country and there fight for what they believed to be their 
own home. Failing to get this reinforcement, they turned and went 
north, and when beaten on the Clearwater by General Howard their 
only course was to surrender or to strike out across the mountains 
for the buffalo country. They chose the latter rather than surren- 
der, believing, doubtless, that Howard would not follow them far, 
but in that belief they were sadly mistaken. 

Captain Bobbins went north and joined General Howard's com- 
mand as chief of scouts at Clearwater, and went with the General's 
command on the long, laborious and dangerous journey of 1,000 
miles, from the Clearwater River in Idaho to the Bear Paw 
Mountain, where Chief Joseph and his band of hostile Indians 
were captured. General Howard says that Captain Bobbins ren- 
dered very valuable services on that long, tiresome and danger- 
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OU8 trip. We knew Captain Bobbins well, and for untiring en- 
ergy^ good judgment and bravery upon such occasions he has 
no superior. 

We have omited all of the many important incidents of General 
Howard's long pursuit of these Indians; we have not yet stated 
whom we thought to blame for the bringing on of this war; we 
are satisfied that many innocent, good citizens were murdered and 
a large amount of property taken and destroyed, belong^g to 
innocent citizens; the United States Army lost many soldiers, and 
the Government incurred an extra or additional expense of a few 
hundred thousand dollars, and some person or persons must be to 
blame for it. We will not say who, but we do say that the citi- 
zens of Idaho who suffered death and heavy loss of property were 
innocent. We leave to the reader to ^ the responsibility. 

In summing up the cost of this war of 1877 with Chief Joseph 
and his allied forces, amounting to not to exceed three hundred 
warriors, encumbered with their women and children, stock and 
camp equipage, we find that a campaign was conducted from June 
15th to October 5th, 1877, with from twenty to thirty companies 
of United States troops, a number of citizens and Indian scouts, 
and several companies of volunteers a part of the time. There was 
a loss of good citizens murdered, not in battle, numbering about 
thirty, and wounded, not in battle, twenty. Of the volunteers there 
were about thirteen killed in battle and twenty wounded. Per- 
haps twenty citizens lost houses, bams and stores plundered and 
burnt, amounting to fifty or more, and several hundred head of 
stock, horses and cattle, were taken by the Indians. As nearly as 
we can learn the loss to the United States Army was, officers and 
men killed in battie, one hundred; wounded, one hundred and ten. 
The extra expense the Government necessarily had to incur in 
prosecuting this war we have no means of knowing, but we think 
it must have run up into the himdreds of thousands of dollars. 

In closing this the least we can say is that there does not ap- 
pear to have been any preparation made before hand to enforce 
the order of the Indian Department of our Government to remove 
the Indians at the time fixed upon for their rmoval. Hence the 
innocent had to suffer for the neglect of those whose duty it was 
to superintend their safe and peaceful removal onto the reservation 
if it was right they should be removed. If wrong, they should 
not have been ordered to remove. 



CHAPTER XLIV. 

BANNOCK INDIAN WAR IN 1878 

Another of those murderous and devastating Indian Wars had 
now come to Idaho^ and, worst of all, like most of the Indian 
Wars we have had, the innocent often had to suffer through the 
neglect of others. This was certoinly the case during the Ban- 
nock Indian War of 1878. 

On July 27, 1867, the Congress of the United Stotes passed 
an act authorizing the President to appoint seven commissioners 
to go west and try and, if possible, negotiate treaties with all 
the hostile and nontreaty Indians, and to make agreements with 
them to settle upon such reservations as they might agree upon 
and for the Indians to keep at peace with the whites. One hun- 
dred and fifty thousand dollars was appropriated in this act to 
defray the expenses of these commissioners, and it was pro- 
vided in the act that the Secretary of War should furnish them 
necessary protection. The act also appropriated three hundred 
thousand dollars to enable the Secretary of the Interior to locate 
and settle all such Indians as were willing to make their homes 
on those reservations. The act or law referred to can be found 
on page 17, Vo. IX, of the Fortieth Session of Congress. The 
names of the commissioners appointed were N. G. Taylor, Lieut. 
General Sherman, United States Army, William S. Harney, John 
B. Sanborn, S. F. Tappen, C. C. Aug^r, Brevet Major General 
United States Army, Alfred H. Terry. These commissioners were 
engaged in the work assigned to them in making treaties and set- 
ting apart reservations for Indians in the Western States and Ter- 
ritories a part of the year 1867 and most of the year 1868. 

Included among many other treaties made by these commis- 
sioners with the various tribes of Indians was a treaty made with 
the Bannock Indians, and, at the same time and embodied in the 
same agreement, a treaty was made with the Shoshone Indians. 
The Shoshone Indians' reservation was located in Wyoming, and 
the reservation for the Bannock Indians was located in Idaho 
Territory. This treaty can be found on pages 678-678, Vol. XV, 
Fortieth Session Laws and Treaties of Congress. My reason for 
referring to this treaty is: first, that it has been said by some that 
this reservation was set aside at a much earlier date for the Sho- 
shone and Bannock Indians. This is not correct, for the reserva- 
tion of the Shoshones was located in Wyoming. Second, this treaty 



2H THE HISTORY OF IDAHO 

says the Bannocks were to have "reasonable portions of the Port 
Nenf and Kansas Prairie Country." There can be no doubt that 
the word "Kansas" should have been written "Camas." Either 
the interpreter, clerk or the type-setter made the mistake. These 
Indians always understood they were entitled to a part of Camas 
Prairie for that was their place for digging camas. The Gov- 
ernment officials knew all about this and made no effort to adjust 
the matter, but opened Camas Prairie for settlement by the 
whites. Extract from the treaty: 

"A treaty of peace was made and entered into with relinquish- 
ment of certain lands and two reservations were set apart This 
treaty was entered into by N. G. Taylor, Lieut. Gen. W. T. Sher- 
man, William S. Harney, John S. Sanborn, S. F. Tappen, Major 
Gen. C. C. Augur, and Brig. Gen. Alfred H. Terry, acting com- 
missioners for the United States, and Wash-A-Kee, Wau-Ny-Pits, 
Toop-Se-Po-Wot, Nor-Kok, Taboonshe-Ya, Baaeel, Pan-To-She- 
Ga, Ninny-Bilse, Indians acting for the Shoshone Indians (east- 
em band) and Taggel, Tay-Toba, We-Rat-Ze-Won-A-Gen, Coo- 
Sha-Gan, Pan-Sook-A-Motse, A-Mite-£tse, Indians acting for the 
Bannocks. Made, concluded and signed by the parties above and 
dated Fort Bridger, Territory of Utah, July Srd, 1868. Ratified 
by the United Stotes Senate Feb. I6th, 1869» proclaimed by Pres- 
ident Andrew Johnson, Feb. 24th, 1869«" 

Article 2 reads as follows: "It is agreed that whenever the 
Bannocks desire a reservation to be set apart for their use or, 
whenever the President of the United States shall deem it advisa- 
ble for them to be put upon a reservation, he shall cause one to 
be selected for them in their present country, which shall em- 
brace reasonable portions of the Port-Neuf and Kansas Prairie 
countries, that, when this reservation is declared, the United 
States will secure to the Bannocks the same rights and privileges 
therein and make the same and like expenditures therein for their 
benefit, except the agency house and residence of agent, in pro- 
portion to their numbers, as herein provided for the Shoshone 
reservation. 

"The United States further agrees that the following district 
of country, to-wit: commencing at the mouth of Owl Creek and 
running due south to the crest of the divide between the Sweet- 
water and Papoag^ River, thence along the crest of said divide 
to the summit of Wind River Mountains to the longitude of the 
North Fork of Wind River, thence due north to the mouth of said 
North Fork and up its channel to a point twenty miles above its 
mouth, thence in a straight line to the head waters of Owl Creek 
and along the middle of the channel of Owl Creek to place of 
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beginnings sball be and the same is set apart for the absolute and 
undisturbed occnpation of the Shoshone Indians herein named and 
for such other friendly tribes and individual Indians^ as from time 
to time may be willing^ with the consent of the United States to 
admit amongst them. The United States now solemnly agrees 
that no persons except those herein designated and authorised so 
to do^ and except snch officers and agents and employees of the 
GoFemment as may be authorised to enter upon Indian Reserva- 
tions in discharge of duties enjoined by law shall ever be per- 
mitted to pass over^ settle upon, or reside in the territory described 
in this article for the use of said Indians. Henceforth they will 
and do hereby relinquish all title, claims or rights in and to any 
portion of the territory of the United States, except such as is 
embraced within the limits aforesaid." 

Article V provides that the President may have this reservation 
surveyed. 

Article IV reads as follows: ''The Indians herein named agree, 
when the Agency House and other buildings shall be constructed 
on their reservation named, they will make said reservation their 
permanent home and will make no permanent settlement elsewhere, 
but they shall have the right to hunt on the unoccupied lands of 
the United States, so long as game may be found thereon and so 
long as peace exists among the whites and Indians on the borders 
of the hunting districts." 

Article II reads as follows: "No treaty for the cession of any 
portion of the reservation herein described, which may be held in 
common, shall be of any force or validity as against the said In- 
dians unless executed and signed by at least a majority of all the 
adult male Indians occup3ring or interested in the same. No ces- 
sion by the tribe shall be understood or construed in such man- 
ner as to deprive without his consent any individual member of 
the tribe of his right to any tract of land selected by him as 
provided in Article VI of this treaty." 

Soon after this treaty was made, the Bannock Indians went to 
the Port-Neuf and Camas Prairie countries. In fact, they had 
been making these places their principal home for many years. 
The treaty was ratified Feb. 16, 1869- The Governor of Idaho 
was ordered by the authorities at Washington to have the pro- 
posed Indian Reservation surveyed. Just how specific his orders 
were as to locality we do not know, but the presumption is that 
the reservation was to be surveyed in accordance with the agree- 
ment in the treaty, which "was to embrace reasonable portions of 
the Port Neuf and S[ansas Prairie country." It appears, or at 
least it was the common talk at the time, that the Governor of 



► 



\ 



iSM THE HISTORY OF IDAHO 

Idaho went out with the sorreyor to the Port Nenf oountrj, 
looked around a little and then with a wave of his hand said, "Boys, 
survey out a good sised reservation around here for these In- 
dians/' He then left and returned to Boise. Nothing was said or 
done about the Kansas or Camas Prairie that was to be included. 
The surveyor was paid by the mile for the work, and, having no 
restrictions placed on him as to the sise, the survey was run so as 
to make as many miles as possible. In this way, the reservation 
was made to include twice as much country as was necessary, and 
much more than the Indians expected or wanted. But Indians are 
like the majority of white men, if you intentionally give them 
more than is coming to them on one account, they can see no rea- 
son why they should not receive the full amount on any other ac- 
count. So these Bannock Indians were willing to accept what 
was surveyed for them as their portion of the Port Neuf country, 
but they still contended for a resaonable portion of the Camas 
Prairie country. They were allowed by the Indian Agent to go 
to Camas Prairie whenever they pleased to dig camas, hunt and 
fish. 

In the Spring of 1873, the writer of this was in Washington, 
D. C, and, knowing these Indians claimed the right under the 
treaty for a part of Camas Prairie and knowing, also, that Joseph 
and other bands of the Nes Perce Indians refused to go upon 
the Nes Perce reservation, I went before the Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs and the Secretary of the Interior. I called their 
attention to the language of the treaties, and urged that compe- 
tent commissioners be appointed to visit aU of these dissatisfied 
Indians and make such agreements with them as would be satis- 
factory and guarantee peace in the future. The Secretary of the 
Interior seemed to realize the importance of my recommendation 
and promised me he would appoint a commission at an early day 
to visit these Indians and have all unsettled matters adjusted. 

Soon after this, I was notified the Secretary had appointed as 
commissioners to visit the Nes Perces, the following gentlemen: 
General Shanks of Indiana, Governor T. W. Bennett of Idaho, 
and J. B. Monteith, the Agent of the Nes Perce Indians; for the 
Bannock Indians, the two gentlemen first named ,and the Indian 
Agent at Fort HalL These commissioners visited the Nes Perce 
agency at Lapwai. Their visit did not result in any good; on 
the contrary, seemed to create a feeling of dissatisfaction between 
the whites and the Indians. The commissioners met with the 
Fort Hall Indian Agent and Bannock Indians at Soldier Creek on 
Camas Prairie. Nothing was done or agreed upon. There were 
no white settlers on Camas Prairie at that time. The Indians 
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xoamed at will all over the Prairie. My opinion is that the two In- 
dian Agents succeeded in making Messrs. Shanks and Bennett 
believe they understood their work and would continne to man- 
age the Indian business in a proper manner. So the real object 
of the commission was defeated. 

In 1878^ some hogs were driven to Camas Prairie and herded 
on that portion of the Prairie which produces the camas roots, 
and a band of cattle and some horses were driven there by Wil- 
liam Silvey, George Nesbet and Lou Eensler. These three men 
camped on the south side of the Prairie about ten miles south- 
west from what is known as the crossing of Corral Creek. They 
had only been there a few days when two Bannock Indians came 
to their camp. These Indians appeared friendly and went out on 
the range with the men on the 27th of May. After looking at 
the horses and cattle, they returned to the camp and remained 
there ufitil evening. They were treated well by the white men, 
and when they left the camp, appeared perfectly friendly. These 
two Indians could speak English. One was called Charley and 
the other, Jim. 

On the morning of May 28th, soon after the white men had 
finished their breakfast, these same Indians rode up to the camp 
and dismounted. The white men gave them breakfast, and they 
stUl seemed to be friendly. While they were eating, William Sil- 
▼ey walked up on to some high ground to see where the cattle and 
horses were. As soon as the two Indians had finished their break- 
fast, Mr. Eensler walked out a short distance to where he had 
two horses picketed and started to saddle one of them. In the 
meantime, Mr. Nesbet was stooping over picking up the camp 
dishes from the ground. While in this stooping position, Indian 
Charley, without the least provocation or warning, shot Mr. Nes- 
bet through the jaws with a pistoL Nesbet made an effort to get 
into the tent, which was only a few feet distant, in order to get 
his gun. He succeeded in getting the gun and a box of car- 
tridges. In the meantime, Kensler left his horse and started for 
the tent but, before he could reach it, Indian Jim shot him; for- 
tunately, the bullet just graced one side of his head knocking 
him down, but he soon recovered and got up and went on to the 
tent. Nesbet was in the tent unable to get up but holding a gun 
and cartridges. He gave these to Kensler. Silvey, hearing the 
shooting, had started back to camp, and the Indians were shooting 
at him from some distance. Kensler commenced shooting at the 
Indans and they both ran, one of them badly wounded. Silvey was 
not hurt. He and Kensler saddled two horses as soon as they 
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ooold. Kensler got on one and Silvey put Nesbet up behind Ken- 
9ha, wbile he todt the other horse. They then started as fast 
as they could toward Boise. The nearest place where any white 
person lived was Dixie stage station, about twenty-two miles dis- 
tant. After traveling a few miles^ they looked back and saw a 
large number of Indians headed for the camp they had left. They 
pushed on as fast as they oould. The Indians did not follow them. 
They were evidently content for the time to plnnder the camp and 
take the horses (nineteen head) and as many cattle as they wanted. 
Abont three miles further on they came to the abandoned camp 
of Jesse Baker, who had left one horse staked out They took 
this horse, put one of their saddles on him and Kensler rode him, 
and they put Nesbet on the poorest one of the two other horses. 
This was an old pony with a sore back, and he had to ride this 
old pony without a saddle. They then proceeded on their way. 
When within about one mile of Little Camas Prairie, where the 
stage and freight teams coming from the west would turn from 
the road they were traveling to the left and go to Rocky Bar, they 
met two men on foot, John McCameron and John Young. They 
told these men of the trouble they had had with the Indians. Mc- 
Cameron and Young knew there were two freight teams on the 
road a few miles back; also, that it was about time for W. C. 
Tatro to come along with his stage, so McCameron got Silvey to 
let him take his horse and he hurried back to notify the team- 
sters and the stage driver of the Indian trouble before they left 
the main road for Rocky Bar. He reached the forks of the road 
just in time to notify the two freighters and Mr. Tatro. In a 
short time, the other men came up, Silvey leading the horse Nes- 
bet was riding. Nesbet was taken from his horse, the blood washed 
from his head, face and mouth as well as possible, and he was 
then put into one of Mr. Guard's freight wagons, made as com- 
fortable as circumstances would permit, and the two freighters 
turned around and drove back to the Dixie stage stotion, a distance 
of about five miles. Mr. Tatro made arrangements with Mr. Mc- 
Cameron to go through to Boise as soon as possible and notify 
Colonel Bernard, who was in command at Boise Barracks, of the 
Indian outbreak. Mr. Tatro with one lady passenger. Miss Clara 
Coffin, now Mrs. Charles Fury, then proceeded on his way to 
Rocky Bar and got through without trouble. Mr. McCameron on 
his way to Boise overtook Jesse Baker and they came through to- 
gether, arriving late at night, and notified Colonel Bernard and 
the people of Boise of the Indian outbreak. 

On arrival of the freighters with Nesbet, Kensler and Silvey 
at Dixie stotion, Lafe Griffin, who was there, storted at once on 
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horseback to notify the people through the Bennett Creek, Cold 
Springs country, and Glenns Ferry, of the Indian outbreak. 

After remaining at Dixie station two days, William Guard un- 
loaded one of his wagons and took Mr. Nesbet over to the Moun- 
tain House. This station was kept at that time by Mr. Porter 
and his wife. They cared for them as well as possible until the 
next day. Commodore Jackson came up from his ranch Ave miles 
below with a light spring wagon and took Nesbet down to his 
house, where he remained for two days, until James Agnew sent 
Samuel Chancy out to Jackson's ranch with a team and spring 
wagon after Mr. Nesbet. A mattress was put into the wagon for 
him, and he was brought to Boise. 

It was about one week after Nesbet was shot before he arrived 
in Boise and was properly cared for by a physician. Dr. Tread- 
well, upon examination, found that his mouth was filled with live 
vermin from fly blows. The doctor cleaned it out and stitched his 
tongue together. After many weeks of suffering, he recovered. 

It appears that the band of Indians who came to the Silvey, 
Kensler and Nesbet camp, only stayed there about one day, kill- 
ing cattle and drying beef; also, gathering up all the horses they 
could find and preparing for a general war. It seems there were 
two white men with the Indians, one whose name was Demsey; 
the other, Mabes. Demsey was about fifty years of age and had 
been living with these Indians for a number of years. He had 
an Indian woman, one of the Bannock tribe, for a wife. I saw 
this man, Demsey, several times before the outbreak and talked 
with him. He did not appear to be at all dangerous or blood- 
thirsty. He possessed ordinary intelligence, but seemed to be af- 
flicted with general indolence. In fact, he seemed to have been 
bom tired and never got rested. It appears these Indians made 
Demsey write a letter to Governor Braymen at Boise telling him 
not to send troops to fight them; if he did, they would kill the 
people and destroy the property all over the country. They sent 
this letter by the other white man, Mabes, to be delivered to the 
Governor. Whether Mabes delivered this letter, we do not know, 
nor do we know what became of Mabes. But before the Indians 
left the camp on Camas Prairie, they killed Demsey and left his 
remains near the camp. 

After the attach on the white men on Camas Prairie, it was 
stated by a friendly Indian, named Captain Jim, that some of the 
Indians had been drinking and they came very near having a row 
among themselves. Some were opposed to going to war, while 
others were determined for war. One of the head men, Buffalo 
Horn, who was in favor of war, finally succeeded in getting about 
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two hundred warriors «nd a few of the yoong Indian women to 
follow him. They started on the warpaiJi against the whites to 
murder, steal and destroy property. The remainder of the In- 
dians, who were on the Prairie at that time, returned to the Fort 
Hall or Bannock reservation. Buffalo Horn and his followers left 
the Prairie, and the next we heard of them they were at King 
Hill station on the Overland stage road about forty miles south 
of Camas Prairie. The stock tender at this station saw them 
coming and made his escape by running up King Hill Creek and 
keeping in the brush. They robbed the station of all provisions^ 
blankets, etc., cut the harness to pieces and took all the stage 
horses, nine in number. 

The next place they raided was Glenns Ferry on Snake River, 
Ave miles below King Hill station. The men attending the ferry 
had been warned of the danger by Lafe Griffin, and had gone. 
The Indians plundered their house, then took possession of the 
ferry boat. They ferried themselves and horses across, then 
burned the derrick that held the ferry cable which freed it from 
the boat. The boat drifted down the river about thirty miles, 
and was seen by John Carpenter. He and Mr. Calhoun caught it 
and tied it up. Later, Mr. Glenn came down and floated it back. 
Near the ferry on the east side of the river were several wagons 
loaded with merchandise for Boise merchants. The teamsters, 
who had been warned of the Indian troubles, had turned their 
horses out to grass, and they had gone. The Indians raided these 
wagons. Two of the wagons with trails belonged to George Ellis 
of Boise. They were loaded with stoves and other hardware for 
Mr. Frank R. Coffin of Boise. There was quite a lot of hay and 
straw in these wagons packed in with the hardware. They set fire 
to these wagons and burned them, and most of the hardware was 
destroyed. There were several other freight wagons, one of them 
loaded with cases of liquor, belonging to the late Davis Levi of 
Boise. The Indians opened these cases and helped themselves. 
They remained there that night and had a big spree, destroying 
most of the merchandise and cutting up aU of the freighters' har- 
ness. 

They left the next morning taking aU they wanted from the 
wagons, also some of the freighters* mules and horses. A few 
miles down the river they met Mr. John Bascom and two other 
men traveling in a two-horse wagon. They killed these three men, 
and shot the team while still hitched to the wagon. From there 
they went on down the Snake River across to Bruneau. A few 
days later, Mr. EUis and several other men went out to Glenns 
Ferry to look after the teams, wagons and freight. Mr. EUis 
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found all of his mules^ but two of his wagons were burned and 
most of the freight had been destroyed. Some of the other team- 
sters' mules and horses were gone. Mr. Ellis and others went 
down the river to where Mr. Bascom and the other men had been 
killed^ found and buried them. One was in the wagon^ one, near 
the wagon, and the third, several yards from the wagon. At the 
time these Indians went on to the Bruneau, there were a few set- 
tlers living there, but most of them succeeded in getting away, 
excepting a Mr. Sweeney, whom they killed; and, further up, they 
kiUed a Mr. Hays. 

We must now go back and mention some other matters which 
deserve attention here. On the day of the outbreak, W. C. Tatro, 
of whom we have spoken as being the proprietor and driver of 
the stage to Rocky Bar, drove into Rocky Bar that evening and 
gave the news of the Indian outbreak. Hon. George M. Parsons 
immediately raised a company of volunteers and started out the 
next day for Camas Prairie. They went to the Silvey camp, 
where Nesbet and Eensler were shot, from there to Glenns Ferry 
and searched the country well but could find no hostile Indians, so 
they turned back making a thorough search over the country on 
their return. As soon as Col. Bernard received the news, he 
got his troops ready and was ready to start for Camas Prairie 
the next day. He took with him Col. Rube Robbins who had been 
chief of scouts under General Howard, in 1877, in his long mardh 
after Joseph's band of Nes Peroes. Mr. Robbins has the reputa- 
tion of being one of the very best Indian scouts and fighters on 
this coast. He is cool, brave, untiring and possesses most excel- 
lent judgment in that line of business. Col. Bernard marched his 
men to Camas Prairie to the scene of the outbreak. He found no 
Indians, so he took their trail and followed it to Glenns Ferry on 
Snake River. The ferry boat was gome and there was no means 
of crossing the Snake River. He there learned that the Indians 
had gone down the river on the opposite side, so he marched down 
to what is called the Big Bend, near where the Bruneau empties 
into the Snake. Here they swam their horses and crossed the 
river with their supplies in a skiff. They went up the Bruneau 
Valley, and found and buried the body of Jade Sweeney, who had 
been killed by the Indians. The Indians had left this locality so 
the soldiers continued on up the valley to where there is a settle- 
ment of white people. Here t&ejr built a picket fort for protec- 
tion. 

During this time the people of Silver City, in Owyhee County, 
had heard there were hostile Indians in the mountainous country 
south of Silver. A small company of volunteers, armed and 
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mounted, was soon raised. This company was commanded by the 
late Captain Harper. They started for the scene of the hostile 
camp^ which was only a few miles south from a small mining 
camp, called South Mountain or Battle Creek. On this credc^ thcj 
found the Indians ready and apparently anxious to fight. In- 
dians usually select a position for fighting where they have the 
advantage of the ground. In this case, tlie Indians not only had 
the advantage of the fighting ground, but they had three or four 
times as many men as the volunteers. It was bad policy to engage 
in a fight against such odds, but the Indians urged them to fight 
and it was fight or run. All this little company of twenty-siz were 
brave men, and preferred to try a battle with the Indians rather than 
turn back and take the chance of being followed by them. The bat- 
tle was fierce for awhile. Most of the horses the volunteers were 
riding were unaccustomed to the sound of fire arms. This, com- 
bined with the hideous yeUs of the Indians, frightened them so 
many of them threw their riders, and others were so hard to man- 
age that their riders had a poor show to do much fighting. Sev- 
eral of the volunteers dismounted and sent many well directed 
shots at the Indians. This seemed to surprise them. The bullets 
went so fast that the Indians did not dare attempt a charge on the 
brave little company. Captain Harper lost two of his good, 
brave men — ^Mr. O. H. Purdy, a man who was loved by all who 
knew him, and Chris Studer, another brave man. Two or three 
were slightly wounded. The Indians seemed to recognise Mr. 
Purdy's bravery, for instead of scalping him, as usual, he was 
left unharmed; and, as a further tdken of their respect, his spurs 
were taken off and fastened to the limb of a tree. This seemed 
to be what might be called a "draw battle." It was never known 
how many the Indians lost. They seemed willing for the volun- 
teers to draw off and did not follow them. The next day, they 
broke camp and moved on west. 

Word reached CoL Bernard on the 9ih of June, while he was 
near the head of the Bruneau Valley, of the volunteers having a 
fight with the Indians. He started for Silver City at once with 
his troops, a distance of about seventy miles. They traveled all 
night and arrived in Silver City on the 10th at 6:80 a. m. Word 
had been brought in that the Indians had gone and were supposed 
to have moved toward Jordan VaUey. CoL Bernard allowed his 
horses and men to rest only a few minutes, then started for Sheep 
Ranch in Jordan VaUey about fifty miles from Silver City. Arriv- 
ing at Sheep Ranch, he learned that the mail stage, which was 
due there the day before, had not yet arrived. Col. Rube Rob- 
bins, chief of scouts, with a few men was sent out on the road 



BANNOCK INDIAN WAR 2S8 

to learn the reason for the delay of the stage and locate the hos- 
tile Indians. He started out on the Winnemucca stage road from 
Sheep Ranch to the crossing of the Owyhee River^ a distance of 
six miles. They crossed this river and travelled about two miles 
fnrther. Tliey fomid what was left of the stage wagon. It had 
been bnmed. A short distance away they discovered the dead 
body of the stage driver in the sagebrush. They learned after- 
wards that the day before, while driving along this road, the 
driver, Mr. McCntcheon, and one passenger saw a band of Indians 
approaching them. The driver stopped the team, and he and the 
passenger each took one of the lead horses and, momiting as 
qnickly as they could, they started back on the road. For some 
canse it seenss that, after going a short distance, the horse that 
Mr. McCntcheon was riding fell (presmouibly stepped on one of 
the lines that was dragging). The Indians soon came up and mur- 
dered him. They chased the passenger and shot at him a nomber 
of times but his horse proved faster than the Indian ponies, so 
after a few miles they gave it up and retomed to plunder the 
stage coach. Nothing was left of the stage only the iron. They 
took the three stage horses and moved west in the direction of 
Stein's Momitain. CoL Bobbins had Mr. McCutcheon's body 
packed on horseback to Sheep Ranch station, where it was buried. 
The next day Col. Bernard, with his command, started in the 
direction of Stein's Mountain. Col. Bobbins and scouts went on 
ahead in search of the Indians. They arrived at Camp Harney 
the next day about noon, June 21st. Major Downey was stationed 
here with a few soldiers. Mr. A. H. Bobie, French and several 
other settlers were at Camp Harney, having been driven away 
from their ranches by the Indians, leaving their stock and every 
thing they had. In their flight one Chinaman, a cook, was killed, 
and one white man wounded. Mr. Bobie and the other settlers 
had just rounded up and driven several hundred head of fine 
horses and mules into a large lot or corral and were preparing 
to start to drive them out to some more secure place, when they 
saw a large number of Indian warriors coming on horseback at 
a furious rate and sounding the Indian war-whoop. They mount* 
ed their saddle horses and ran for their lives, the Indians dose 
after them shooting every moment. They were chased by these 
hostiles for about fifteen miles, when the Indian horses began to 
fail and they turned and went to the corrals where the 
horses and mules were. The Indians took most of these 
horses and mules, and killed or crippled the others. There were 
a number of large herds of fat cattle ranging over the country 
through which the Indians passed. CoL Bobbins says that when 
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he came along with his scoots there were many dead cattle on 
both sides of the Indian traiL They seemed to delight in shoot- 
ing down the largest fat steers. Sometimes the tongue was cat 
out and a piece taken from the loin^ but many of them had not 
been touched after the shooting. 

A Mr. Smith and his son, John, who resided in Happy Valley^ 
had taken his family to BUumey and then retnmed to his ranch 
to look after his stock. He and his son were both killed by the 
Indians, his stock taken and the honse plundered. In the mean- 
time General O. O. Howard with sereral companies had passed 
through Silver City, from there to Fort Lyon and across the coon- 
try west to Malheor Indian reservation. 

By Jone 20th these hostile Bannock Indians had indoced In^ 
dians from other tribes to join them so they had in all aboot two 
thoosand. Of these, aboot one thonsand were male warriors and 
the remainder consisted of yoong Indian women and boys, who 
were very usefol in moving camp, driving stock, cooking, etc. 
These recruits came from the Dock Valley Indians, Lemhis, Win- 
nemoccas, Malheors, Snakes and others. In travelling they woold 
send oot scooting parties on either side of the road to kill, rob and 
destroy. One friendly Indian stated that, in talking with one of 
the hostiles, they had killed op to Jone 20th thirteen white men, 
and had lost only three Indians. They had destroyed a large 
amoont of property belonging to the whites, had all the good 
horses and beef they wanted, and had lost nothing in the way of 
property. 

A day or two after CoL Bobbins brooght the body of George 
McCutcheon to Sheep Banch for burial, Andy Baker, then Divi- 
sion Agent on the stage road, undertook to put the stages to 
running on the road again. Johnny Biggs, driver, E. B. Tage 
and William Moody, express messengers, left Sheep Banch with 
Mr. Baker to drive to Camp McDermott. They had to drive sev- 
enty-five miles with one pair of horses, the stage stock having 
been turned out when the stock tenders left. They succeeded in 
getting most of the stock back, and in a few days, had the stages 
running on time. Several freighters loaded with merchandise for 
Silver City had to stop at McDermott some weeks before they 
would venture to go over the road. 

Col. Bobbins only stopped at Camp Harney long enough for his 
men to get some lunch and a few fresh horses which Major Dow- 
ney let him have. Several of the settlers, who had been run into 
this place, joined Col. Bobbins' company of scoots, and they 
scoored the coontry that afternoon and foond the direction the 
Indians were travelling. Feeling satisfied that the Indians were 
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not far away^ it was necessary for Bobbins to report to Col. Ber- 
nard. He did not have much trouble in finding the Colonel^ for 
he had been marching at the rate of fifty miles a day on the 
Indian trail. They camped for the night as men and horses were 
worn ont. Col. Bobbins was off with his scouts before daylight 
the next mornings Jmie 22d^ on the Indian trails and soon after 
Col. Bernard and his command moving in the same direction. Af- 
ter following the Indian trail for about thirty-five miles. Bobbins 
fomid it to be quite fresh, so he left his men and went on alone 
to a high mountainside where he could have a view of the country 
for several miles. He succeeded in locating the Indian camp a 
few miles distant in a canyon on Silver Creek. He returned to his 
scouts, and going back a short distance, met Col. Bernard with 
his command of four companies. It was too late to attempt an 
attack that day, so they camped for the night. Col. Bobbins with 
a few of his scouts started about one o'clock a. m. to try and get 
the exact location of the Indian camp and the surrounding coun- 
try before they made an attack. He did this by going on their 
trail as far as it was safe, then, leaving his men, he climbed up 
a steep hillside onto a level plain. He traveled quietly over this 
until opposite the Indian camp. From this point he could see aU 
the Indian camps and the surrounding country by the clear star- 
light. It looked like a hard proposition. There were at least two 
thousand Indians and about one thousand of them able bodied war* 
riors, and less than three hundred soldiers to fight them. 

The sight of that big camp of hostiles would have made almost 
any man, excepting Bobbins, feel it was right for him to go back 
and report to Col. Bernard that the Indians had such a strong 
force it would not do to attack them without re-inforcements. But 
not so with Bobbins — ^he went back to his scouts and they soon 
met Col. Bernard with his command. Bernard asked if he had 
located the Indian camp and how many there were. Col. Bobbin^ 
told him of the location and that there were about two thousand 
Indians. Col. Bernard and his officers did not seem to think this 
possible, but wanted to know what CoL Bobbins thought of mak- 
ing an attack. Bobbins said to him, ''Why, certainly. Colonel, I 
am here to find the Indians, and you and your men are here to 
whip them," adding, 'Imt as tUs is likely to be quite a job, I 
will take my thirty-five scouts and dimb the hill and go up and 
charge the Indian camp. I will expect you to c^me up the canyon 
promptly with jrour men to meet me soon after you hear us shoot- 
ing, for there will be plenty of work for aU of us and it is liable 
to last aU day." Here were two as brave men as ever shouldered 
guns talking very coolly, but every word in earnest. Bobbins, a 
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of Boiae^ held a oomnuMion from the Crovemor ai Colonel 
of the Militia; and Bernard, a Colonel of the United States Armj. 

The plan of attack was agreed upon. CoL Bernard had some 
troops with him who it was said at one time did not stand their 
gromid in a fight. He addressed them in sabstance as follows: 
"Men, we are about to engage the enemy in battle; I expect every 
man to stand his ground and fight We most and can win the 
fight, if yon all do yoor dnty. I hope no <me will fail to do his 
whole dnty, but if there is a man that rons from the battle field, if 
I live through it, I will hare him shot Tis better for yon to face 
the enemy and fig^t even if yon shoold be shot by them in the 
line of duty than to be shot for cowardice." This short speech 
seemed to have the desired effect A little after daylight CoL Rob- 
bins made the attack with a charge through the Indian camp. He 
took them by surprise. They evidently thought they were far 
ahead of the troops and in a safe place. Very few of them were 
up; they rallied quickly, however, and seised their arms. They 
were so surprised and confused that the most of them fired straight 
up in the air. Colonel Bernard was on hand with his men at the 
time and place agreed upon, and his men fought welL The In- 
dians soon recovered from their surprise and concealed themselves 
behind rocks and kept up a firing all day. 

During the charge some very interesting combats took place in 
very close quarters. Chief Egan was an Indian of large stature 
and noted for his bravery and expert horsemanship. He had se- 
cured his favorite horse, and knowing Col. Bobbins, made a dash 
for him. He had a repeating rifle, and when within a few stq>s 
of CoL Bobbins, would fire at him, then throw himself on the op- 
posite side of his horse and rise quickly and fire again. He shot 
through the Colonel's clothes a few times, and one of his bul- 
lets grased Bobbins' finger, but the Colonel was not idle — he was 
trying to get at Chief Egan and finally sent a bullet through one 
of Egan's wrists, which broke it. This brought Egan to the 
ground. The Colonel then gave him another shot through the 
right side of the breast, and another scout shot him near the groin. 
Two Indians then came up and carried Egan away, but he did 
not die at that time. Another hand-to-hand fight took place be- 
tween Sergeant Bichmond of Captain McOregory's company and 
an Indian chief called Bear Skin. This was an interesting tussle 
for a short time, but the Sergeant finally killed his Indian and 
was not hurt. 

The Indians had fixed up some fortifications among the rocks, 
and got to them as fast as they could. The soldiers took posi- 
tions where they were not so much exposed to the fire of the In- 
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Hum, and shots were f reqaentlj exefaanged all that day. After 
the heat of the battle was over^ Col. Bobbins met CoL Bernard 
and some of his cheers and very quietly inquired if they had 
counted the Indians to ascertain whether there were two thousand 
as he had reported that morning. They all stated that they had 
been kept too busy to even try to count them, but thought Rob- 
dians had underestimated the number as there were more In- 
dians than any of them had e^er seen together at one time. One 
of the officers remarked that there were more Indians than he 
had ever seen white people at a race track in the Eastern States. 
The troops and scouts camped that night on the fighting ground. 
They were tired out and so were their horses, as they had been on 
forced marches for several days. They did not attempt to guard 
the Indians that night, only put out soldiers to protect their camp 
and horses. They were not molested during the night, and the In- 
dians concluded that place was not good enough for them so qui- 
etly packed np and left. As near as could be ascertained, the In- 
dians lost about one hundred, nearly all warriors, and a number 
wounded. The loss to the troops was one scout, Mr. Myers, and 
four soldiers killed and a few slightly wounded. 

Mr. Robie and a few settlers who had gone to Camp Harney 
for protection were with the troops during this battle. It was at 
this place Mr. Robie, who was completely exhausted, was taken 
sick and he with some of his employes came back to his ranch 
near Boise. He received the best of medical care and attention, 
but the fearful shock and hard ride had done their work, and he 
lingered a few days and died. In the death of Mr. Robie, Idaho 
lost a most enterprising ditisen and a noble, good man. 

On the morning of the 2Srd of June, before the fight began. 
Colonel Bernard had started a messenger with a dispatch to Gen- 
eral Howard who was at Malheur notifying him that they had 
found the Indians, and also stating that he might need help. Gen- 
eral Howard started for the battle ground immediately upon re- 
ceipt of this dispatch. He arrived at the Colonel's camp early in 
the morning on June 24th. Being the ranking officer. General 
Howard took command. 

Colonel Bobbins and his scouts were out early on the morning 
of the 24th looking for the Indians. They soon found the Indian 
trail, heading in a northwesterly direction through a country set- 
tled by a few stock raisers and miners. These people had all left 
their homes and gone to Canyon City for protection. Robbins im- 
mediately sent a messenger to notify the officers of the direction 
the Indians had taken. The troops immediately broke camp and 
started to follow the Indian trail. Their march was necessarily 
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slow on aooonnt of the roii§^ roads mod thdr Ymdkwj loads of sup- 
plies. General Howard was ncrer aocnsed of moTing troops fasi 
at any timey when in pnrsnit of Indians, and this was no ezogp* 

tlOlL 

Colonel Bobbins and his men were out early and late seooring 
the cu un trj for the Indians. They f oond several men who had 
been killed bj the Indians and their bodies nsnally mutilated. 
The Indians seemed to be scattered over a wide area of ooim- 
try; they were plmidering booses, some tim es boming them, shoot- 
ing down large nombers of cattle, stealing all the horses and kill- 
ing every person they f omid. Their main trail headed in a 
northwesterly direction toward the John Day River in Grant 
Comity, Oregon. They crossed this stream several miles west of 
Canyon City, and then changed their course to a northeasterly 
direction toward the Umatilla Indian reser v a tion. 

Colonel Bobbins and his men crossed the John Day Biver fol- 
lowing the Indian traO. Within a few miles they came to a sheep 
corral into which a nmnber of sheep had been driven, a large fire 
boilt and many of the lambs' hind feet had been tied together and 
the poor animals thrown in the fire to bnm to death, and most 
of the old sheep had been killed and left to rot. A few miles 
further on, they came to a herd of Merino bocks that the Indians 
had caught and cat their fore legs off at the knee and then left 
the poor things to suffer. 

Going on a short distance, they saw what they thought must be 
a man on foot running and several Indians in dose pursuit. They 
started immediately, but before they were near enough to tell 
whether it was a white man or an Indian, the person fell, the 
Indians halted, but, seeing the scouts, mounted their horses and 
hurried off to the timber. The scouts hurried up as qoiddy as 
possible, and found the Indians had scalped and mutilated the 
body of a white man. He was not quite dead, but was unable to 
speak and expired in a few moments. They buried him and con- 
tiued in their pursuit of the Indians. This was not the only poor 
unfortunate Colonel Bobbins and his men buried. Whenever they 
found a man killed by the Indians, they gave the body temporary 
burial and marked the grave so it could be found and cared for 
by friends after the Indian trouble was over. 

A few miles further on they came to Camas Prairie in Oregon* 
Here they f oond a fine, well-improved milk and cheese ranch, but 
everything ruined about the place. The buildings were left stand- 
ing, but several thousand pounds of cheese had been taken out 
and rolled in the dirt More than a hundred head of hogs had 
been killed and left on the ground. 
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Bobbins at last located the Indians up a rocky canjon leading 
np to the Blue Mountains. He then retomed and notified General 
Howard who was seyeral miles west of Pilot Bock. Colonel Bob- 
bins succeeded in getting General Howard's consent to attack the 
Indians the next morning. The plan was for the scouts, who then 
numbered about forty, to make the attack and for Colonel Ber- 
nard with his four companies of caralry to follow up closely on 
one side of the canyon, while General Howard was to come up 
later with General Wheaton's sereral companies of infantry. 

On the morning of July 8th, Colonel Bobbins surprised tiie In- 
dians by charging into their camp. The Indians ran in erery 
direction, but soon concealed themselres in the rocks and clefts 
that were near. A few were killed before they succeeded in find- 
ing shelter. Colonel Bernard was promptly on the ground with 
his troops and he. Colonel Bobbins and their men kept pouring 
shot into the Indians' place of concealment so rapidly that the 
Indians were forced to make a slow retreat from one cleft of 
rocks to another, firing back at the troops at eyery opportunity. 
For some reason, their shots were not yery effectiye. They suc- 
ceeded, howeyer, in dismounting quite a number of the scouts, and 
a few of the soldiers by shooting their horses, but did not kill any 
men at that time. 

Later in the day. General Howard with the infantry came up 
and congratulated Colonel Bobbins on the successful attack he had 
made. While General Howard and Colonel Bobbins were stand- 
ing talking only a few paces apart, one of the General's aides 
came up and stood between them. Soon after he took this posi- 
tion, seyeral shots were fired by the Indians, one of which struck 
the General's aide in the bowels inflicting such a seyere wound 
that he died that night. Colonel Bobbins and scouts, and Colonel 
Bernard with his cayalry again charged the Indians and droye 
them to the timber in the Blue Mountains. They killed quite a 
number of Indians and captured quite an amount of their supplies 
and camp equipage, and about two hundred head of Indian ponies. 
The loss to the troops was one man killed and four wounded, and 
about twenty horses killed or disabled. This fight lasted for sey- 
eral hours. 

The day before a small company of yolunteers had gone out 
from Pendleton to Willow Crek, about thirty miles, and fought a 
band of nearly two hundred Indians. Fiye of the men were killed 
and seyeral wounded. 

It appears that these hostile Indians had expected the Umatilla 
and Yakima Indians to join them when they reached the reserya- 
tion in Oregon. In this they were disappointed, although persis- 
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tent eiPorta were made bj the hottilei to penuade them to join 
them* They not onlj tefoied to jofai the hootiles hot Tendered 
eff dent aid to the G over nm ent hj helping Oeneral Howard fight 
the hoitiles. 

Bj July lOthj the Indiana teemed to be seattering; some of 
them were down on the Colmnhia Rirer; a few had crossed o?er 
to the west side; most of them, however, were in the Blue Moun- 
tains but yerj mneh scattered. Reports were to the effect that flie 
Indians would try to make their way op north by following down 
the Grande Ronde River to where it empties into the SnaiLC River 
and take up the same route that Chief Joseph had taken the year 
before. General Howard accordingly distributed his troops at 
different points where they would be able to strike the hostiles 
and, at the same time give protection to the small towns and also 
the stages that carried the U. S. mail. The troops seem to have 
been located about as follows: Captains Miles, Bendire and 
Throckmorton on or near the Umatilla reservation; General Whea- 
ton. Colonel Bernard, and Colonel Forsythe with troops and the 
scouts on the Blue Mountains after the Indians; Captain Egbert 
at or near Grande Ronde Valley; Colonel Sanford and his com- 
mand on Wolf Creek, Powder River Valley. 

General Howard with a few troops went to Lewiston by steam- 
er. After increasing his company there, he went up the Snake 
to the junction of the Grande Ronde with the Snake River. At 
this point he landed his troops and went through the country up 
the Grande Ronde River through the land that had been occupied 
and claimed by Chief Joseph and his band. This route brought 
them back into Grande Ronde Valley. They did not find any 
Indians, but, if the Indians had taken this route, as many sup- 
posed they would. General Howard would doubtless have stopped 
them and have given them an interesting engagement. 

On July 12th, a roving band of Indians came down to the Cay- 
use stege stetion, situated at the foot of the Blue Mountains on 
the west side, and took all the stege stock, consisting of fourteen 
good horses; burned the stege bam with hay and grain, also the 
blacksmith shop, one stege wagon and one dead-ax wagon, all be- 
longing to the stege company. Fortunately for the stock-tender, 
he saw the Indians coming while they were still some distance 
away, and he ran down a gulch to the Umatilla River, biding from 
them as well as possible, and then followed down the river through 
the brush and timber to Pendleton, reaching that place in safety. 
There was a dwelling house, store, steble and other outbuildings at 
this stetion belonging to a man who lived there with his family. 
These people were all away at the time the Indians made their 
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TBiAy but had left some of their household effects. Ever3rthiiig 
was burned. Some of the U. S. troops had been camped at this 
station nntil the day before this Indian surprise. 

On this same day, July 12th, in the afternoon, George Coggan, 
a prominent business man of Portland and La Grande, and Ed 
Bunker and Mr. Foster started to go from Meacham station on 
the Bine Momitains down to Pendleton on horseback. They had 
gone about eight miles when the Indians fired at them and Mr. 
Coggan was killed. Mr. Bunker received two severe wounds 
which I have understood proved fatal. Mr. Foster escaped and 
rode safely through to Pendleton. The next morning, July 15th, 
Major Conoyer with thirteen men started up the road to try and 
find Mr. Bunker, who was so badly wounded that he had been 
compelled to stop on the road and hide in the brush. Major 
Conoyer and his men had only gone a short distance when the 
Indians fired on them, and they had to fall back. Captain Miles 
soon came up with about one hundred and twenty-five soldiers. He 
at once engaged the Indians in battle at rather long range. Soon 
after the battle commenced, more Indians came in at a rapid gait 
from the mountains to join in the fight. The hostOe force kept 
increasing until they had between three and four hundred war- 
riors. Captain Miles sent for Captain Throckmorton who came 
up quickly with some artillery, and as soon as that was put in 
actions, the Indians began retreating and scattering. This fight 
lasted from early morning until 6 p. m. About twenty Indians 
were killed, and the others fled to the mountains. 

A few days before this, several of the dtisens of Umatilla Coun- 
ty were murdered at their ranches, their houses plundered and 
their stock killed or driven off. Among those killed was Mr. 
Charles Jewell, one of the old and much respected settlers. Mr. 
Jewell had sheep out about thirty-five miles from Pendleton. Hear- 
ing of the Indian trouble, he procured ^y^ or six guns and started 
to take them to his herders. Arriving at the house of a man near 
where his sheep were kept, and seeing the man of the house near 
by, he alighted from his horse to see and talk with this man. No 
sooner had he gotten down and started for the house than a vol- 
ley of shots was fired by Indians from the brush dose by. The 
shots hit Mr. Jewell and he was left for dead. The other white 
man was killed. The Indians took Mr. Jewell's horse and all of 
his guns, and left, doubtless fearing other white men were near 
by. After the Indians were gone, Mr. Jewell crawled to the 
house, went in and got a pair of blankets and a shingle, or piece 
of board. On this board he wrote: "Charles Jewell — shot by 
Indians — ^is in the brush near by — call me if you see this." He 
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crawled to the road^ left the board there^ and crawled to the bmi h 
dragging the blankets with him, and there this poor man lay 
without water, food, or anj assistance, for three days and ni^^its 
before some parties came along and discovered the board with 
the writing, when a call was made for him and his feeble answer 
was heard from the brush. He was taken to Pendleton, where he 
was properly cared for, bat it was too late; he died in a few 
days. 

July 15th, Chief Homily of the Umatlllas went np the moon- 
tains from the reservation, with about ninety of his Indians, to 
recover some horses that the hostiles had stolen from them. They 
went to Chief Egan's camp, and got him and abont thirty of his 
warriors out for a conference. After they were quietly seated. 
Chief Homily and his men, at a given signal, jmnped onto Chief 
Egan and his blood thirsty warriors and killed them all. They 
took Chief Egan's scalp and returned to the reservation, where 
General Wheaton, with several of his companies, was camped, 
bearing Egan's scalp on the end of a long pole with the long hair 
from the scalp dangling in the air. General Howard and several 
of his officers, np to this time, had entertained some doubts as to 
whether the Umatilla Indians were going to remain true to the 
whites and our Government, or whether they were going in with 
the hostile Indians to help fight against us. Previous to this, the 
actions of some of them looked so suspicious that General Howard 
notified them that, if they made an attempt to join the hostiles, 
he would not only turn his forces against them but would destroy 
all the property they had on the reservation. Their action in 
killing Chief Egan and his warriors seemed to be mainly to sat- 
isfy the officers and the people that they intended to remain true 
to them and to our Government. After General Wheaton had 
listened to the report of the killing of Egan and his warriors by 
these UmatiUa Indians, he ordered Colonel Bobbins to take his 
scouts and a lieutenant and a few soldiers and go to the place 
where the Indians claimed they had left the bodies of Egan and 
others, dead. This was about two miles southwest of the Meacham 
station on the Blue Mountains in a flat, open country with but 
little timber. Colonel Bobbins soon had his men ready and 
started. Doctor Fitsgerald of the United States Army went with 
them. On arriving at the place, they had no difficulty in finding 
the dead Indians just as the Umatilla Indians had reported, thirty 
in number and Chief Egan among them. The balance of the hos- 
tiles had apparently left hurriedly. Upon an examination of the 
body of Chief Egan, it was found that he had been shot just where 
Colonel Bobbins stated that he had shot him when in close quar- 
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ters at the battle at Silyer Creek, some three weeks before. Colo- 
nel Bobbins had shot him through the wrist, breaking the bones, 
and also through the right breast, and one of Bobbins' seouts had 
shot him through the right groin. He was taken from the battle 
ground bj some of his jonng warriors, his wrist was bound up 
with willow splints, a pillow laid oyer the wound in the breast, 
and the arm was laid on the pillow. The arm and pillow were 
strapped around his body. In this waj he had ridden or been 
carried for about two hundred miles, over a rough country. But 
from his looks and the condition of his wounds. Dr. Fitsgerald 
said that he could not possibly hare lived but a few days longer, 
if the Umatilla Indians had not molested him. He lay dead with 
his arm bound up, as stated aboYC. Colonel Bobbins and Dr. 
Fitzgerald took Chief Egan's head and wounded arm from his 
body, put them in a sack and took them back to General Wheaton's 
camp. This satisfied the army officers and others that the Uma- 
tilla Indians intended to remain true; It also satisfied all con- 
cerned that Colonel Bobbins was entitled to the credit of killing 
the noted War Chief Egan, or at least of having given him fatal 
wounds. General Wheaton moved his men and camp up on the 
mountain near the Meacham station, while Colonel Bobbins went 
to look after Chief Egan and the other dead Indians. Col. For- 
sythe came to General Wheaton's camp near Meacham and re- 
ported that the Indians were badly demoralised and scattering in 
small bands, and leaving much of their supplies and their poorer 
horses in the mountains. The death of Chief Egan seemed to 
have flustrated them. Their three main fighting chiefs, Buffalo 
Horn, Bear Skin and Egan, had been killed. 

July 17th, Colonel Sanford struck an Indian camp on Wolf 
Creek near Powder Biver Valley, killed seventeen warriors, cap- 
tured twenty-five squaws and children, and sixty horses. The In- 
dians scattered in small bands and headed toward the reservations. 

July 18th, General Wheaton stationed a few soldiers at Cayuse, 
Meacham and Pelican stage stations on the stage road over the 
Blue Mountains. He also furnished an escort of soldiers to go 
with the United States mail stages from La Grande, over the 
mountain, to the Indian Agency, both ways. 

A company of volunteers was organised at Walla Walla, com- 
manded by Captain Charles Painter, who took the field at an 
early date in the war, and performed good service in protecting 
life and property. There was also a company organised at Lew- 
iston, Idaho, commanded by the late Captain Ed McConville, 
which rendered good service in keeping the hostile Indians out of 
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that seetion of the ooantrj^ keeping the Indians quiet on the Nes 
Perce Reservation^ and allaying the fears of the settlers. 

The O. R. ft N. Companj furnished a steamboat^ the Spartan^ 
to carry troops np and down the Colombia Rlyer between UmatiUa 
and the John Day River. This steamer and the troops on it per- 
formed good service in locating the movements of the Indians on 
either side of the Colombia, and also in captoring and bringing 
in a few Indians and some horses. 

There was also a company of volunteers from Nevada, com: 

manded by Captain , which was organised early in 

the war, that rendered very valoable services in protecting life 
and property, covering a large territory from Paradise Valley in 
Nevada to South Moontain in Idaho, including the stage route 
from Silver City to Winnemuoea. This company is said to have 
killed several of the hostiles. 

Early in July, a band of Indians passed through Bitter Root 
Valley in Montana, killing a few settlers and stealing stock. 
Lieutenant Wallace, with thirteen soldiers and two citisens, fol- 
lowed these Indians on to the headwaters of the Clearwater River, 
overtook them and gave battle for two hours, killing six and 
wounding two, capturing seventeen bucks and two squaws, and 
twenty-three head of stock. These Indians were supposed to be a 
part of Chief White Bird's band of hostile Nes Perces, who es- 
caped from Chief Joseph's hostiles at the time that Chief Joseph's 
band was captured at Bear Paw Mountain in Montana by General 
MOes, in 1877. 

After the killing of Chief Egan, the Indians seemed to be 
greatly demoralised, and seemed to divide up in smaller bands and 
move towards their respective reservations. Col. Sanford's suc- 
cessful attack on one party of them on Wolf Creek, near Powder 
River Valley, on July 17th, seemed to give them a further scare. 
This, coupled with the fact that they had not only failed to get 
the Indians on the Umatilla reservation to join them in their war 
against the whites, but that these Umatilla Indians had turned 
against them and were assisting the U. S. troops in fighting them, 
seemed to have a demoralising effect on the hostile Indians. 

The Indians seemed to think that they could go on the war- 
path, murder and destroy the property of white settlers at their 
pleasure. So long as they were successful, they continued their 
depredations ; but as soon as they began to lose or were getting the 
worst of the war they divided up and started for their respective 
reservations, killing and laying waste to all along their path, and 
as soon as they reached their reservation, they would be protect- 
ed by the Government Agents as good Indians, it making no dif- 
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ferexice how many white people they had killed or how much 
property they had destroyed in their war raids. That had been 
the usual custom. This was the case with these hostile bands of 
Indians. About th6 18th day of July they concluded that they 
had been getting the worst of the war so ihey split up and each 
tribe engaged in the war pulled out for their respectiye Indian res- 
ervations; doing all the damage they could to any small unpro- 
tected parties or property on their route. 

At this timC; most of the U. S. troops were scattered in different 
localities in the Blue Mountains, Grande Ronde and Powder River 
Valleys protecting the settlements, mail stages, travel, etc., and 
trying to locate the hostile Indians. But in this mountainous 
country, by dividing up and taking different routes at night, they 
managed to make their escape from the troops and travelled on 
circuitous routes for their reservation homes. The troops soon 
discovered that the Indians had left that part of the country and 
they followed in pursuit, but the Indians were too far ahead and 
the troops never overtook them again. 

The Renegade Sheep Eater Indians made their way back to 
their old haunts by going through the unsettled high lands east 
of Powder River Valley, and crossed Snake River in the moun* 
tains below the settlements and passed on through the mountains 
safe to their old home near the Lemhi. The Malheurs had but 
little trouble to reach their reservation on the Malheur in East- 
em Oregon. The Duck Valley Indians had an unsettled moun- 
tainous country to travel through to reach their happy reserva- 
tion home. 

But it was different with the Bannock Indians whose home was 
at the Rossfork Indian Agency near Pocatello in the eastern part 
of Idaho. These Bannock Indians were the ones who commenced 
the war, and there were more of them engaged in the war than 
there were of any other tribe of Indians. As soon as they got far 
enough away from the troops to be out of danger, they left the 
mountainous country and came down onto the Snake River valley 
a few miles below what is known as the Owyhee ferry on Snake 
River. Here they travelled openly and boldly up the valley, cap- 
turing all the loose range horses on their route. When they were 
travelling in this way on the south side of the river with a few 
of their braves ahead as a front guard, on July 81st, when oppo- 
site the Owyhee ferry about two miles south of the ferry on the 
main road leading to Silver City, they saw the stage coming and 
they concealed themselves among the sagebrush and waited for 
the stage to come. The driver, Mr. Henmiingway, was alone. He 
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saw some of these Indiaos and their horses^ some two hondred 
yards from the place where they were lying in wait for him. As 
soon as he discovered them, he checked his team and tamed them 
arowidj and drove back to the ferry as fast as possible. But the 
moment he started to torn his team^ the Indians commenced to 
fire at him. They moonted their horses and chased him to within 
a few huidred yards of the ferry. The keeper of the ferry and 
a few others living on the north side of the river heard the shoot- 
ings and seeing the stage coming back and the Indians after it, they 
gathered their arms and crossed over with the ferry boat^ reaching 
the sonth bank landing jnst as the stage got there. The men went 
np the bank and fired a few shots at the Indians and they galloped 
away. The driver drove the stage on to the boat, but the poor 
fellow had received a mortal woond through his breast. He was 
lifted from the stage and taken across the river to the hoose and 
given the best care possible. A messenger was sent post haste to 
Boise for a doctor, who was sent ont at once, bat it was of no 
avail, the wound proved fatal and Mr. Hemmingway passed away 
that evening. 

The post carrier brought word that a large body of these In- 
dians was seen traveling up Snake River on the sooth side aboot 
the time he left the ferry. The first thing the writer of this did, 
after starting Dr. McKay and another man oat with a good team 
and baggy, was to give orders for a small company of minute vol- 
nnteers to get ready to march as soon as possible. I then went 
to Fort Boise and got Major Collins, who was in command there, 
to send all the troops he could possibly spare to the Owyhee ferry 
on Snake River. He only had about thirteen men, and he sent 
eight of them. I returned at once to Boise where my volunteers, 
thirty in number, were almost ready to march. We left in a few 
minutes, traveling east on the Overland stage and freight road, for 
the Cold Spring country sixty-five miles from Boise where there 
were several settlers with their families besides the stage employes, 
stage stock and other property. I felt sure that from the course 
the Indians were traveling that they woold cross Snake River at 
what is called Big Bend, thirty miles south of the Cold Springs 
settlement, and raid that settlement if we did not get there ahead 
of them, because this was one of their old traveled routes. 

Our outfit was not very elaborate. We were all mounted on 
good horses with good guns and pistols. Each man had one pair 
of blankets tied on behind his saddle, one tin cup, a small amount 
of thin side bacon, forty pounds of crackers, a small amount of 
coffee, tea and sugar all put into a pair of alforjas and well 
lashed on one good stout mule. The sun was just setting as we 
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left Boise. We reached Cold Spring the next day at ten o'clock a. 
nu After traveling all nighty very tired and hnngrj, raw baoon^ 
crackers, and tea made in tin caps, tasted abont as good as a 
breakfast at a Delmonico restaurant. We got there before the 
Indians did. After getting onr famch, we went to gather in the 
few families who resided in that locality. Having gotten them 
all in at the Cold Spring station that afternoon, we sent them that 
night to Mouitain Home station, with a strong guard mounted on 
horseback, where they arrived safely about daylight the next morn- 
ing. From Mountain Home, our men returned to Cold Springs, 
and the families were escorted by some of the settlers on to Boise. 

That day, August 8nd, we scoured the country for several miles 
around; sent six men down in the vicinity of the Big Bend of 
Snake River where we expected these Indians would cross from 
south to the north side and come up through the Cold Springs 
country. Our scouting party did not get back to camp until after 
dark. They reported that they saw quite a large party of Indians, 
about twenty miles distant, moving slowly in the direction of our 
camp. They seemed to have a front guard of about a dosen men. 
Our scouts exchanged a few shots at long distance with this front 
guard without any apparent damage to either side. One bullet 
from the Indians cut through the brim of Jesse Hailey's hat, but 
did no other damage. They saw the large body of Indians close 
behind the front guard. Our scouts then returned to camp. 

We prepared ourselves for an attack that night and kept out a 
strong guard. Early the next morning twenty-six of our thirty 
men were in the saddle scouring the country in the direction we 
expected the Indians to come. We left four men at the station 
with the stage stock tender and a few other men who resided in 
that locality. After scouring the country in small parties east, 
south and west for several miles over the rough sagebrush plain, 
we all met at a creek about £ve miles west of Cold Springs station — 
no sign of Indians reported by anyone. Men and horses were 
very tired. I directed First Lieutenant John S. Gray to stop on 
this creek, water the horses and let them grace and tike men rest, 
while I went west about two miles to a gulch that led from the moun- 
tain down on the sagebrush plains, as possibly the Indians might 
have passed up this gulch in the night to get to the mountains. 
Lieutenant Gray ordered the men to dismount. I struck out on a 
gaUop. I had not gone far until I heard horses' feet clattering 
behind me. I looked back and saw James N. Lawrence, one of my 
volunteers, crowding close on to me. I said: "Hello, Jim, what did 
you come for? Why did you not stay with the other men and rest 
until I got back?" He said, in that quiet but determined way he 



948 THE HISTORY OF IDAHO 



had of speaking, "I did not like to tee 70a go alone.'' These 
words were few — simple and plain — bat they made a lasting im- 
pression on my mind. Thej meant: "We are in a conntrj where 
there are hostile Indians, and 70a are liable to ran onto them and 
have troable. I am going to be and stay with 70a throagh what- 



ever oomes." 



We soon reached the galch, and there was the plain trail made 
the night before hy the Indians and the stock the7 had, fifty 
yards wide — the grass all tramped down. Their coarse was toward 
the moontains in an easterly direction. We went back to where 
oar men were, had them moont and we started in a northerly di- 
rection ap the creek and strack the Indian trail at the foot of the 
mountain, where they had crossed the creek and had evidently 
stopped the night before long enoagh to kill a cow and cook a part 
of it, leaving a part of the carcass there. They left the trail and 
went ap the eastern slope of a high, steep moantain that was cov- 
ered with a thick growth of brash, making it very slow and difficalt 
to ride over. It was late in the afternoon when we reached the 
sammit of this moantain. Here we soon foond a good, plain trail 
the Indians had taken, leading down the moantain in a northeast- 
erly direction. This trail was very steep, bat was only aboot 
a mile and a half down throagh timber until we reached a nice 
open small valley half to three-quarters of a mile wide. There the 
trail and sign of fresh travel were plain. We strung oat here in 
single file and made good time, crossing this little valley to the foot 
of a large, bold moantain. Here we found the Indians had left the 
trail that led down the valley and had gone up this mountain. We 
followed, about one mile to the suomiit. From there, looking down 
east half a mile in a canyon where there was a good supply of tim- 
ber, we could see large quantities of smoke. We were then satisfied 
that the smoke came from Indian camps. We divided our men 
quickly into three divisions, nine to go up on the north side of the 
camp, nine on the south side, and the other seven and myself to 
charge into the Indians' camp. We moved on as rapidly as the 
rough country would admit of our crowding our tired horses over. 
Every man was ready and performed his part well. But when we 
charged the camp, all we found was eight big fires burning; bread, 
meat, coffee and tea cooking, lots of Indian fixings, such as blankets, 
old clothes, buffalo robes, etc., scattered around* They had seen 
us before we got there, and had made a hasty retreat. 

We only stopped in the camp a minute to find the course the 
Indians had taken, which was down the rough canyon, no trail ex- 
cept what they made as they went, the timber and small under- 
growth being thick. We called to our men on the sides to fall in 
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behind on the Indian trails and away we went down that rough 
canyon. Every little ways we wonld pass over some of their camp 
equipage that they had dropped^ or that had been dragged from 
their pack horses by the small crooked trees on the route. We 
passed several horses in this canyon they had left in their haste to 
get away from us. We followed their trail down this canyon about 
six milesj until darkness came on so we could not see to f oUow it 
further. Our men and horses were very tired and hungry. We 
rested a few minutes^ and concluded we would try and go back to 
the camp from which we had routed these Indiuis^ gather in the 
horses they had left and destroy their canq> supplies. 

We started back on this rough trail in the dark, most of us 
leading our saddle horses, for they were tired out. Soon the moon 
began to give us a little light so we managed to make our way back 
to the camp left by the Indians, reaching there about twelve o'clock 
that night. On and near the trail we gathered in about twenty 
horses, left by the Indians in their flight. We unsaddled and put 
our horses out to graze near by with a guard. Each of us had a 
few crackers and a small piece of raw bacon in our cantenas, which 
we devoured with a relish. There was a spring of fine, cool water 
there, and we all drank freely of it. There was an abundance of 
the Indian grub there already cooked — beef, bread, coffee, tea, etc., 
but we were afraid to eat any of it. We rested here until daylight. 
I then looked the camp over. There were several things in the line 
of robes, buckskins, etc., that some of the men might need. I called 
them up and told them to select what each one wanted, and wcj 
would bum the balance. This was soon done, and we re-kindled 
the eight fires the Indians had had the evening before, and we 
piled on and burnt the balance of their camp outfit, wliich kept the 
fires a-booming more than an hour. 

We then saddled our horses and started down the canyon on the 
same rough trail, hoping we might run onto some Indians coming 
back to get their supplies and lost horses. We had the horses, which 
we had captured, driven along in the rear. We followed their trail 
a short distance further than the night before. We discovered that 
the course they were traveling was a straight course toward the 
Ross Fork Indian reservation. We were not in a condition to follow 
them any further in the mountains — ^we, as well as our horses, were 
pretty well tired out, and we did not have a single bit of anything 
to eat — ^but we were all in good condition for an engagement with 
the Indians if we could have gotten a chance at them. 

After some little consultation, it was thought best for us to try 
and get back on to the Overland stage road, where we could get 
something to eat and see what had become of the few men we had 
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left at Cold Springs station. None of ns ever having been in this 
part of the country before, we did not know how far we were from 
the road, nor conld we tell jnst which waj it was best to go to get 
out of the rough moontains. None wanted to go back on the long^ 
circuitous route over which we had come, so we struck in a southerlj 
direction and we soon got on to the headwaters of Cold Spring 
creek and followed it down, having a f airlj good old Indian trail to 
travel on. This was the trail the Indians intended to have traveled 
had they not been flnstrated by our scouts. 

On our way down the creek we saw a few Indians a long way off 
driving a few horses. We started for them. As soon as they saw 
us they left their loose horses and ran to the rough mountains and 
were soon lost from our sight. We got the loose horses they were 
driving, which they had stolen from a rancher lower down the 
valley. This was a small party of their best warriors, who had left 
the main band a few days before for the purpose of murdering and 



We reached Cold Springs station, where we had left our four 
men with others, about dark after a hard day's march, and were 
informed by some men there that our four men had moved down 
the creek about three miles, to Dan and William McGinniss' place, 
and had left word for us to come down there; that Dan and William 
McOinniss had killed a nice, fat beef and we could get plenty to 
eat and plenty of hay for our horses, all free of charge. Supplies 
were short at Cold Springs station, so we struck out for the McOin- 
nis' ranch and were not long getting there. We were not disap- 
pointed when we got there. McGinnis had three or four men and 
our four, who were left, all went to cooking. Mr. McGinnis 
assigned two lots to us for our horses, with a good-sised haystack 
near by, with hay forks for us to help ourselves, which we did. By 
the time we got our horses fed and back to the house, the long table 
was smoking with hot beefsteaks, hot bread, coffee, etc. I don't 
remember that any of us washed our hands or faces. Every man 
made for a beefsteak, a piece of bread and a tin cup of coffee. 
There was not room at the table for more than half of us. But 
there was plenty cooked for all, so the old adage, ''fingers were 
made before tables and dishes," was exemplified there, and all went 
to eating at once and had plenty. 

After supper I learned that Mr. McGinnis had lost the day be- 
fore a nice little bunch of mares with a fine stallion. I was sitting 
down outside of the house thinking over how good and kind the 
McGinniss brothers had been to us and how sorry I was to hear of 
his losing a nice bunch of thirteen fine horses, when it occurred to 
me that the bunch of horses we had captured that day were all nice 
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looking and about that number, though I had not paid particular 
attention to them. I had had them put in with the horses we had 
captured from the Indians before, and they were driven behind the 
command by two of our men. While I was thinking over this mat- 
ter, Dan McGinnis came walking by. I called to him and made in- 
quiry about his lost horses, and said, "Go with me to the corral and 
see the horses we captured from the Indians. It may be we have 
gotten yours.*' As soon as we got inside — the moon was shining 
bright, — "Why," said McGtonis, "there are my lost bunch of horses 
standing oyer there in that comer to themselves." He was greatly 
pleased, and so was I, for I felt then that we had done something 
for him in return for his generous treatment to all of us. All the 
men were greatly pleased to find that we had been able to return 
these horses to their owners, who had treated us so well. We rested 
some that night, and had a good breakfast the next morning, Aug- 
ust 5th. 

The McGrinnis brothers insisted on our making our headquarters 
at their ranch, where they would furnish us with plenty to eat for 
ourselves and our horses. That day we divided up in four squads of 
six and scoured the country thoroughly in every direction, but could 
.^d no Indians nor any fresh signs. We rounded in at the McOinnit 
ranch late that evening, where we found a good supper waiting for 
us, and rested that night. 

Being satisfied that there were no more Indians in that part of 
the country and knowing that most of the men who went out with me 
had business at their homes in Boise which required their atten- 
tion, after breakfast on the morning of Aug^nst 6th, and after 
tendering them my sincere thanks for the noble and good work 
they had done in preventing the Indians from murdering the un^ 
protected people and destroying their property, I made provision 
for meals and horse feed for them on the road and directed them 
to return to Boise to their respective homes. 

It was necessary for me to stay a few days more to arrange 
the running of the Overland stage line, which had been somewhat 
disarranged dxuring this trouble. Here I was again surprised by 
two of my old friends, who have since passed away. All of my 
men prepared to start except the late J. B. Oldham, who was then 
sheriff, and the late Judge John S. Gray. I asked them why they 
were not getting their horses ready to go with the other men. Each 
one of them said to me ''We intend to stay with you until you 
are ready to go home. We will not go and leave you to ride 
around from one stage station to another alone. We are going to 
stay with you, and help you until you get this stage business fixed 
up, if it takes all summer." Such noble, good and true men! 
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Language fails me when I attempt to express my gratitade. Tbej, 
like Mr. Lawrence, feared there might be danger and they were 
ready, willing and determined to share that danger with me. 
Brave, noble, good men ! I hope they are at rest in a happy land 
where there are no Indian wars. 

All left that morning, Angost 7th, for Boise excepting ns three. 
Gray, Oldham and myself. We put in three days riding back and 
forth on the stage road, leading and placing some of the stodc at 
their proper stations, where they had been removed during the 
trouble. 

After getting ever3rthing in good running order and finding no 
more signs of Indians, on the morning of Angost 9th we stuted 
for Boise. About noon that day we met about two hundred of 
Uncle Sam's troops, all well mounted, under command of Colonel 
Bernard. They were moving along nicely in a brisk walk and 
they did look fine, both officers and men, arms and horses. None 
of them looked as if they had seen any hard service lately. We 
had a pleasant chat with the Colonel. He made inquiries about 
the Indians. We informed him that the Indians had passed through 
that country one week before, presumably on their way to the 
Indian reservation; that we had given them a scare, captured most 
of their supplies and some of their horses, and that the last we 
heard of them they were on a forced march toward the Indian 
reservation, where they could get plenty of Unde Sam's grub, 
have a good rest and be good Indians for awhile, which place they 
had doubtless reached before that time. The Colonel was acting 
under orders from his superior officer. General Howard, who was 
still further behind. Colonel Bernard put in a number of days 
scouring the country with his troops, but did not find any Indians. 
He was a good Indian fighter and quick mover of troops, when 
allowed to have his own way; and had he not been hampered with 
the slow and dilatory orders of his superior officer, we think this 
Indian war would have been closed long before it was. 

I must not fail to mention the fact that our old friend, the late 
Captain H. J. G. Maxon, who resided several miles down the 
valley west of Boise City, had organised a company of about sixty 
men from among the settlers in the valley some time before, who 
were to hold themselves in readiness to go at any time when called 
on to protect life and property on the frontier. The Captain did 
not hear of the anticipated trouble with the Indians in the Cold 
Springs country until the next day after we had left Boise. But 
as soon as he heard of the danger, he gathered his men, who were 
on their farms, as quickly as possible and they started out late at 
night, some thirty hours after we had. They made good time. 
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They went into the monntainons comitr7 east of Mountain Home 
stage station and scoured the country well and had a hard and 
laborious trip. They did not £nd any Indians^ but they did good 
service. Captain Mazon was an old Indian fighter and had a lot 
of good^ brave men with him. If they had ever gotten into an 
engagement with the Indians^ there is no doubt but what they 
would have acquitted themselves well. 

Another we must not fail to speak of — the late Captain George 
M. Parsons and his brave volunteers^ from the Rocky Bar min- 
ing district, which is situated nearly one hundred miles north of 
the Cold Springs country. At the first outbreak of this Indian 
War in May, Captain Parsons organised a company of some forty 
volunteers at Rocky Bar from among the mining men. They went 
to the scene of the first outbreak on Camas Prairie and scoured 
the country thoroughly for many miles in all directions, but 
found the Indians had crossed Snake River and gone west and the 
U. S. troops were after them, so they went back to their homes. 
But as soon as Captain Parsons heard of the Indians coming back 
through the Cold Springs country, he got his men together quickly 
and started and searched the country thoroughly in the moun- 
tains north and east of Cold Springs, but found no Indians. It 
was not their fault. They got through as quickly as it was possi- 
ble for men to get there after they received the news, but we had 
run the Indians off before they got there. Captain Parsons and 
all his men, as well as Captain Mazon and all of his men, deserve 
great credit for their quick and prompt action in this matter. 
They showed their patriotism and, if they had only had an oppor- 
tunity to have engaged the Indians in mortal combat, they would 
no doubt have shown their bravery and good fighting qualities. 

Well, Messrs. John S. Gray, J. B. Oldham and myself reached 
Boise on the afternoon of August 10th, 1878, pretty tired but well. 
Our men with the captured horses had reached Boise three days 
before, all safe. Here we met General Howard for the first time. 
He was in camp at the east end of town. He seemed very pleas- 
ant. The first words he spoke to me, after our greeting, were, 
"Hailey, I want you to tell me how you managed to move troops 
as fast as you have been moving your men over the country.'' 
My answer was, "General, my men were all well mounted. We were 
not encumbered with slow, heavy-loaded pack trains and wagons 
to wait for. Besides we were not under pay; we went out ex- 
pressly for the purpose of saving the lives and property of the 
people from destruction by the Indians. We accomplished our 
main object, and that without the shedding of blood on either 
side. The Indians have gone to their reservation, and I think the 
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war is over." The Oeneral seemed satisfied with my answer, — in 
fact rather pleased with the last part of it. We had a pleasant 
talk for half an hour. I most say that I believe that Oeneral 
Howard was a good man and brave on a battle field, but he did 
not seem to understand how to move his troops fast enongh in 
this monntainons country to catch the Indians. 

This proved to be the end of the war. Jnst how many lives 
were lost, and how much property was destroyed and taken by 
the Indians, I have no means of knowing with any degree of ac- 
curacy, but there were many good dtisens killed, and many thoa- 
sands of dollars worth of property taken and destroyed. It has 
been now nearly thirty years since this war closed, and we have 
had no serions trouble with any of the tribes engaged in that war 
since, and we hope that we never will again. 

Before closing this, I desire to call attention to the valuable 
service that was performed on many occasions by two of our old 
settlers, James D. Dunn and John R. Carpenter, in the capacity 
of express messengers for the United States officers. These two 
brave pioneers carried messages from one conmiand to another 
many times during the war through the country where the hos- 
tile Indians were. Alone, each would go with untiring energy, 
bravery and good judgment. They always got through on good 
time, and saved their hair. These good old boys are still living. 
Mr. Dunn lives at Bellevue, Idaho, and Mr. Carpenter resides at 
Eagle, nine miles west of Boise. Long may they live to enjoy the 
peace that they helped to bring around in tUs war! 

There are many of the good old pioneers who took part in this 
war, some of them are still living, but most of them have passed 
to their rest. We would like to mention them aU, but we cannot 
at this late date remember them all. 

About the horses we captured, we put them in pasture and ad- 
vertised them. The owners came and got all but a few Indian 
ponies. These we had sold later on and divided the proceeds of 
the sale among the men who went out with us. This was the 
closing scene of our Bannock war expedition. The old boys had 
a jolly blow-out with the money. 



CHAPTER XLV. 

FABMINO^ MINING, fTOCK RAISINO AND TRANSPORTATION IN 1877 

AND 1878. 



On acooimt of the Indian wars daring 1877 and 1878, bat lit- 
tle progress was made in the development of the ooontry. Not- 
withstanding this great distarbance, there were some improve- 
ments made, especially in the farming districts which were not 
raided by the Indians. Many farms were enlarged and an in- 
creased amoant of hay, grain and vegetables were raised. 

Unfortanately the mining indastry had qaite a set-back. It 
was not safe for small parties to prospect in the moantains dar- 
ing the Indian troable, nor to locate at any place remote from set- 
tlements onless in large parties, and then with a g^rd constantly 
on the lookoat for Indians. 

Stock raisers also saffered in both the northern and soathem 
parts of Idaho. Many animals were stolen by the Indians and the 
stock raisers were prevented from herding their stock on the best 
ranges, throagh fear of being raided by the Indians. 

Transportation, both by means of stage and freight teams was 
seriously intarropted by the Indians. Qoite a nomber of the 
stage horses were stolen, two stage drivers killed and a few sta- 
tions and stage wagons bnmed. This troable with the Indians 
necessitated having gaards at many of the stage stations and es- 
corts for the stages over some of tiie dangerous rentes. Freighters 
lost many of their animals and several wagons with their loads of 
merchandise were bnmed. In order to protect themselves, the 
freighters were compelled to travel in large trains together, well 
armed. 

It was, generally speaking, two hard years in Idaho in every 
way, bat the people were loyal and ondaanted and determined to 
sncceed in spite of obstacles. 



CHAPTBB XLVI. 

THS TENTH SBMiON OF THB UEOIlIiATUMB CONTSNXD AT BOIIB CITT 
JANUABT IS, 1879; A1>J017SNB> FBBRUABT 21^ 1879- 

The names of the members were as follows: 

COUNCIL. 

J. B. Pierce Ada Countj 

M. R. Jenldxis Ada Coontj 

Geo. M. Parsons Altoras Coontj 

James H. Hart Bear Lake Coontj 

Joseph Travis Boise Coontj 

Geo. PettingiU Boise Coontj 

N. B. Willej Idaho Coonlj 

Geo. L. Shoop Lemhi Coontj 

Geo. A. Manning Nes Peroe Coontj 

J. N. High Oneida Coontj 

B. J. Nordjke Owjhee Coontj 

P. A. Regan Owyhee Coontj 

W. B. Yantis Shoshone Coon^ 

President, N. B. WiUej. 

HOUSE OF RXPRBSINTATIYSS. 

Wm. Allison Ada Coontj 

A. E. Callowaj Ada Coontj 

H. J. G. Mason Ada Coontj 

Thos. Graj Ada Coontj 

C. B. Humphrej Ada Coontj 

W. H. Botler Altoras Coontj 

A. L. Me jer Altoras Coontj 

J. C. Rich Bear Lake Coontj 

J. W. White Boise Coontj 

Robt. Spencer Boise Coontj 

M. G. Harden Boise Coontj 

G. B. Baldwin Boise Coontj 

R. H. Robb Boise Coontj 

Wm. C. Pearson Idaho Coontj 

D. B. Vamej Lemhi Coontj 

J. W. Birdseje Lemhi Coontj 

Wm. King Nes Perce Coontj 

J. J. Bonner Nes Peroe Coontj 

Alex. Stalker Oneida Coonty 
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D. R. Jones Oneida Comity 

G, W. Newsom Owyhee Conn^ 

P. Weathennan Owyh^ Conn^ 

Wm. Cooper Owyhee Coon^ 

Geo. Chapin Owyhee Comity 

Wm. Nichols Owyhee Comity 

R. T. Tantis Shoshone Comi^ 

Speaker^ J. W. Birdseye. 

The members elected were quite equally divided between the two 
political parties and a great part of their legislative term was lost 
before they could effect a permanent organisation. The Comidl, 
however^ having a majority of RepabUcans^ were able to effect an 
organisation on the afternoon of the third day^ bat the Hoose of 
Representatives did not organise permanently mitil the afternoon 
of the twenty-fomrth day. This delay caused a great deal of talk 
and some friction^ but after organisation^ all was serene. 

One rather amusing incident occurred during this delay. The 
Governor's message was printed in full in the Idaho Statesman 
the second or third day after these unorganised houses met^ and 
was read by the people of the Territory about twenty-one days 
before it was officially delivered. The Chyvemor, however, was not 
to blame for this mistake. He very naturally supposed an or- 
ganisation would be effected by the second or third day and his 
message delivered before the copy he gave the Idaho Statesman 
could be printed. 

This legislature having spent twenty-four days of the forty 
allowed them for legislation in effecting a permanent organisa- 
tion of the house, they had only sixteen days in which to legislate. 
On the twenty-fifth day, both houses began work in earnest. 

They gave us about sixty-two pages of laws and several pages 
of memorials. Among the acts passed was one creating the coun- 
ty of Washington out of territory taken from Ada and Idaho 
counties; also an act creating and organising Cassia County out 
of territory taken from Owyhee and Oneida Counties. 

This legislature was economical and did not make any unneces- 
sary appropriations. 

The legislators appeared to be quite liberal in granting divorces 
to those who were dissatisfied with the marriage relation. Some 
power seems to have brought to bear on one of these cases about 
the thirty-sixth day, so it passed, and on the fortieth day, five 
divorce cases were put through in short order. 

The reader is, of course, aware that all accounts against the 
Territory had to be presented to the Comptroller and when ap- 

Hiv-17 
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proved by him, warrants were issaed by him on the Territorial 
Treasurer for the amomit against the proper fuid. These war- 
rants were usually presented to the Treasurer soon after they 
were issued and registered by him, and drew interest f rmn their 
date of registry until paid. The Territory got away behind in the 
payment of these warrants during the early days when our legis- 
lators allowed themselves and the federal officers such large, ex- 
tra compensations, and they funded a lot of these Territorial war- 
rants into semi-annual interest bearing bonds. 

The Territorial Comptroller's and Treasurer's reports for 1877 
and 1878 show that receipts for these two years were: 

$78,925.81 
Oct. SI, 1876, to balance on hand 15,854.75 

Dec. 80, 1878, total receipts $94,780.56 

Disbursements : 

General fund warrants redeemed $44,479«90 

Prison fund warrants redeemed 22,869.71 

Sinking fund (interest on bonds) 20,042.70 

Library fund warrants paid 118.18 

Total disbursements $87,510.49 

Dec. 20, 1878, to cash on hand 7,270.07 

$94,780.07 

Territorial indebtedness, taken from Treasurer's report, Dec 20, 
1878. 

Bonded debt: 

Ten-year bonds, act 1875 $22,533.54 

Fifteen-year bonds, act 1877 46,715.06 

Croupous, interest to December 1 896.32 

$70,144.92 
General fund: 

Registered warrants, unredeemed $19>742.00 

Accrued interest 2,822.00 

$22,064.00 
Prison fund: 

Registered warrants, unredeemed $80,466.89 

Accrued interest 6,584.00 

$ 87,000.89 

Total indebtedness $129,209.81 

Less cash on hand 7,270.07 

Dec. 1878, total indebtedness $121,989-74 
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This shows that the pabHc debt had been decreased about 
$9^000.00 in the last two years, and it is to be hoped that it will 
continue to decrease. This was the beginning of the reduction of 
the Territorial debt. 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 

A report taken from the county superintendents to the Territo- 
rial Superintendent for the year 1877, shows the following: 

Number of children in the Territory between the ages of 5 and 
18 years, 4028; number of school districts, 96. 

Balance of cash on hand at beginning of year $ 4,297*60 

Receiyed from county taxes 17,288.68 

Received from miscellaneous sources 1,844.89 

Total $28,866.17 

Expended for teachers' salaries $18,764.46 

Report for 1878: 

Number of children from 5 to 18 years, 4942; number of school 
districts, 160. 

Cash on hand at beginning of school year $6,599*65 

From county taxes 22,779*65 

Miscellaneous sources 8,967*79 

Total $88,847.18 

Expended for teachers' salaries $28,082.65 

It may readily be seen that the number of schools and the annual 
amount of money received for maintaining schools were increasing. 



CHAPTER XLVII. 

WAm WITH THS BBNXOADB IdXXD BANHOCKI AKD tHOCHOlffSi^ CALUBD 

tHBaP-BATSR UTDIANt — 1879* 

Roaming around the Salmon River Monntaina and about the head 
of the Weiser River and on Big Creek and Loon Creek, there was a 
■mall band of Indians at this time. These Indians were a mixture 
between the Bannock and Shoshone Indians^ and were so mean and 
trifling that neither tribe would allow them to remain in their camp. 
They lived mostly by killing mountain sheep, catching fish, robbing 
prospectors' camps and stealing stock. They were called the Rene- 
gade Sheep-Eater Indians, and numbered about one hundred. 

About the 22nd of May, 18799 ^ P^^^ o^ these Indians made a 
raid on Mr. Hugh Johnson's ranch, situated on the south fork of 
the Salmon river, fourteen miles from the town of Warrens. They 
killed Johnson and P. Dawson, burnt the house and the haystadL, 
and drove away a number of good horses from the ranch. 

The news of this massacre was sent to Lapwai, Vancouver and 
Fort Boise. A few troops were stationed at each of these military 
posts. Lieutenant Catlin started out from Fort Lapwai with about 
forty soldiers. On May 81st, Colonel Bernard, with sixty soldiers 
and Colonel Bobbins for scout, started ont from Boise. About tiie 
same time Lieutenant Farrow started from Walla Walla with a few 
soldiers and twenty Umatilla Indian scouts. The Salmon river 
country, through which they were to search for these Indians, was 
very rough with steep mountains, and rugged with rocks and tim- 
ber. About July 28th Lieutenant Catlin found the Indians at or 
near what is known as Big Creek, and had an engagement with 
them. The Indians had the advantage of the ground for fighting, 
as they were concealed from sight or danger, so the Lieutenant very 
wisely withdrew his men. In this engagement he is said to have 
lost one man and some supplies. 

Colonel Bernard marched his men to a point on Loon Creek, 
about one hundred miles north of Idaho City, where several China- 
men had been engaged in mining. From the appearance of things 
at this place, the Indians had undoubtedly murdered all the China- 
men, and destroyed their houses and sluice boxes. 

There was also another small company out, under the command 
of Captain A. J. Force. Three scouts were also with Captain 
Force's company, George Sherrer, Barney McVoce and Mr. Haines. 
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These scouts under the comniaxid of Colonel Bobbins, and the troops 
under the command of Colonel Bernard scoured the rough country 
searching for the Indians. They could make only a few miles each 
day^ owing to the roughness of the country, and they lost sereral of 
their pack mules. The Indians, however, were well acquainted with 
the country, and could easily dodge from one place to another and 
keep out of the way of the troops. Colonel Bobbins and the other 
scouts several times got so dose to them that they had to abandon 
their fish traps, which they had placed in the water, and they were 
so closely pursued that they discarded some of their supplies and 
camp outfit* 

About August 2(Hh, Captain Farrow with his Umatilla scouts 
ran these Indians into a deft of rodcs on a steep mountainside and 
captured their horses and mules, about thirty-one head, and also 
their supplies. It was impossible to dislodge the Indians from the 
rocks, as they were completdy hidden. 

Colond Bernard's conmiand was now about out of supplies, and 
as Lieutenant Patten was expected to arrive at Loon Creek with 
supplies, Colond Bernard turned his command toward Loon Creek 
to meet the supply train. 

On August 15th a small party of these hostile Indians had sur- 
prised a Mr. Baines at his ranch on the south fork of the Salmon 
river. They killed him, plundered and burned his house, and stole 
his horses. 

Colond Bernard's command was now greatly in need of supplies. 
Colond Bobbins with a few men was sent on ahead to see what had 
become of Lieutenant Patten and the supply train. They searched 
several days, living mostly on bread and fish, but could not find the 
train. Finally Colond Bernard dedded he would have to send to 
Boise. Colond Bobbins was sdected for the hard trip. He was 
sick at the time, but in spite of suffering he made the trip to Boise 
in three and a half days, a distance of one hundred and sixty miles. 

A few days after Bobbins left for Boise, Lieutenant Patten and 
the supply train were found by some of Colond Bernard's com- 
mand and piloted to the camp. The Lieutenant had lost the trail 
in the rough mountains, hence the delay in reaching the command. 

In the meantime Lieutenant Farrow had talked with the hostile 
Indians at long range, and they said that if all the troops would 
withdraw except Lieutenant Farrow with his few soldiers and In- 
dian scouts, they would surrender to him. They insisted, however, 
that they must go further west to a place near Snake Biver known 
as the Seven Devils' country. The Lieutenant knew the Indians 
were almost out of supplies and were tired of being diased so 
closdy, so he agreed with Colond Bernard that they should go to 
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the place on Snake river. They came out of their hiding places^ 
and were closely followed by the Lieutenant and hia oonomand. 
They went on to the Seven Devila* country^ where th^ surrendered. 
There were only about sixty in the band^ and they were taken by 
Lieutenant Farrow to Vanoouver. This ended the war with the 
Renegade Sheep-Eaters. 

Colonel Bernard and his command arrived in Boise September 
5th. Colonel Bobbins had arrived a few days before. This was a 
long and hard campaign. The country was so rough that it made 
it very hard for both men and animals. It has been rather difficult 
to get definite details of this Indian trouble, but this accoant gives 
the main features of the campaign. 

This was the last of the Indian wars in Idaho. 



CHAPTER XLVIII. 

FARMINO, TRANSPORTATION, ffTOCK RAISING AND MINING IN IDAHO 

IN 1879 AND 1880. 

About this time the farming indnstry began to increase very 
rapidly. William B. Morris had a canal oonstmcted at a very great 
expense to carry water and irrigate the table sagebrush land sonth 
of Boise* He solved the question as to whether the high sagebrush 
land was worth the expense of reclaiming by irrigation, and proved 
that this land was as good as any in Idaho. To him the people of 
Idaho owe a debt of gratitade. After this first canal, called the 
Morris, later the Ridenbangh, was bnilt, the bench land was rapidly 
taken ap as farming land. Orchards and grain fields soon covered 
the once barren sagebrush plains. 

Stock raising also increased daring these years. Many horses 
were raised in sonthem Idaho, and there was an excellent market 
for them in some of the eastern states. The cattle business was also 
profitable and many were engaged in this business, and some en- 
gaged in raising sheep. 

The transportation was still carried on by the stage lines and 
freight trains. 

The mining business had improved somewhat. Some prospecting 
had been done in the Wood River country, and very good discoveries 
made of galena ore carrying lead and silver in paying quantities. 
Work was still continued in the quarts mines near Silver City. 
Placer mining was carried on quite extensively in Boise County for 
a few months each Spring, while the water lasted. There was also 
some quarts mining in Boise County, and quarts mining at Rocky 
Bar and Atlanta. Some placer and quarts mining was carried on 
at Elk and Pierce Cities, Orofino, Florence and Warrens. At 
Custer and Bayhorse, and on Salmon river in Lemhi County a good 
deal of quarts mining was done, and some placer mining on the 
Salmon river and its tributaries in Lemhi County. 



CHAPTEB XLIX. 

THI BliSTXllTH IBiBON OF THB TnUUTOBT OF IDAHO— COHYBITSD AT 
BOUB DBCBMBBR IS, 1880 AND ADJOUBNBD FBBBUABT 10, 1881 

The names of the membera were as follows: 

COUVCIL. 

R. Z. Johnson Ada Comity 

John Hailey Ada and Washington Counties 

William Bodge Bear Lake Conntj 

James Mnnay Boise Connty 

S. B. Dilley Boise and Altoras Counties 

Charles Cobb Cassia and Owyhee Counties 

L. P. WiUmot Idaho County 

W. F. Anderson Lemhi County 

J. W. Poe Nei Perce County 

I. B. Cowen Nes Perce, Ssoshone and Latah County 

H. Peck Oneida County 

L. C. Morrison Oneida County 

President—John Hailey. 

HOUSB OF BBPBBSBNTATITBS. 

The names of the members of the House were as follows: 

A. E. Callaway Ada Countj 

J. S. Gray Ada County 

P. J. Pefley Ada County 

J. Bmmhack Ada County 

L W. Garrett Alturas County 

James H. Hart Bear Lake County 

J. C. Rich , Bear Lake County 

Stephen Demsey Boise County 

Fred Campbell Boise County 

E. L. Wood Cassia County 

E. B. True Idaho County 

J. W. Girton Idaho County 

I. L. Underdont Lemhi County 

J. J. Gilson Lemhi County 

I. N. Hibbs Nei Perce County 

S. S. Langdon Nei Perce County 

J. M. Hedrick Nes Perce County 

W. B. Webster Oneida County 

Joseph Dudley Oneida County 
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Alex Stalker Oneida County 

D. R. Jones Oneida County 

J. W. Cmmnings Owyhee County 

Wm. Nichols Shoshone County 

T. M. Jeffries Washington County 

Speaker — ^E. B. True. 

This session of the Legislature continued for sixty days^ an act 
of Congress having extended the time from forty to sixty days. 
The Council organised on the first day, and the House on the second 
day. They worked faithfully and passed some good laws. Among 
these was a complete revision of our Code of Civil Procedure. The 
work of compiling this Code was due afanost wholly to the Hon. R. 
Z. Johnson and Judge John S. Gray. Mr. Johnson was a member 
of the Council, and Mr. Gray a member of the House. They had 
done the greater portion of compiling these laws before the Legis- 
lature met, and the members had such confidence in their ability 
and integrity that their work of compilation was accepted and 
enacted into law by the Legislature with but very few amendments. 

It was discovered at this session that our Territorial tax levy of 
seventyfive cents on the hundred dollars of taxable property was 
bringing in more money than was necessary to meet current ex- 
penses and to pay interest on the bonded debt, the principal of 
which would not become due for several years. So the Legislature 
passed an act amending our revenue laws by reducing the ad 
valorem Territorial tax on property from seventy-five cents to forty 
cents on each hundred dollars of assessable property. 

A bill was also passed of great importance to Boise City creating 
the Boise City Independent School District The bill provided for 
a board of trustees, also named the trustees and made provisions for 
them to have what is now called the Old Central School House built 
and to establish a graded schooL Several accounts of the origin of 
this graded school have been given in the Boise papers during the 
last few years, none of which are correct. At this time, Hon. R. Z. 
Johnson was a member of the Council from Ada County, and the 
writer of this was also a member of the same legislative body. We 
both resided in the small capital dty of Boise, and both had chil- 
dren attending school in Boise. 

Soon after the session commenced, we met together to talk over 
needed legislation for the Territory. Very naturally the question of 
schools came up, and we came to the condusion tl^t it would be well 
to have a graded school in the Capital City. We discussed the matter 
of consolidating the different schools, the cost and manner of issuing 
bonds to pay for the building, and many other matters connected 
with the schooL In order to find out if the people, the taxpayers. 
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would approve of this plan we thought it well to have a meeting of 
the people before preparing a bill and presenting it to the Legis- 
lature. For this purpose we got out posters and had them put up 
all over the town, inviting the taxpayers to ccmie to the Council hall 
in the evening and talk over legislation in reference to school 
matters. 

The night of the meeting the hall was crowded with people and 
the writer addressed them on the subject, giving them the proposed 
plan and stating in conclusion that we did not want an opinion from 
them that night, as the question was new to them, but would like for 
them to consider it for three days and come back the third evening 
to the haU and be prepared to give a definite answer. 

On the third evening the house was crowded, many more than on 
the first night. I went over the proposed plan once more very 
carefully, and the question was discussed thoroughly. It was then 
put to a vote as to whether we should have this desired change made 
and enacted into law. The vote was unanimous in favor of the 
change and the proposed law. The bill was drawn by Mr. Johnson 
that night, and passed the Council on the 86th of January, 1881. 
The names of the trustees were as follows: Christopher W. Moore, 
Hosca B. Eastman, John Lemp, Peter J. Pefly, Charles Himrod 
and Richard Z. Johnson. This bill was approved by the Governor 
February 4, 1881. 

The next act of importance to the people of Ada County passed 
by this Legislature provided for the erection of a county court 
house and jail at Boise City. An act was also passed to amend the 
city charter of Lewiston, and an act for an independent graded 
school at Lewiston, in Nes Perce County. The following acts were 
also passed: 

Appointing the Governor of Idaho and one citisen as Commis- 
sioner to contract for the maintenance and care of the insane people 
in Idaho, and an act imposing a license on insurance companies for 
school purposes. 

An act to regulate the distributing of water for irrigation pur- 
poses. 

An act to regulate the sale and prevent the smoking of opium. 

Many other important laws were enacted. 

At this time a report, made by a committee of the Council to 
investigate the treasurer's accounts, shows that on February 21, 
1881, after all outstanding warrants were paid, there remained in 
the Territorial treasury eighteen thousand nine hundred and fifteen 
($18,915) dollars. This did not include the bonded debt, which 
amounted to sixty-nine thousand two hundred and forty-eight 
($699^48) dollars. This would not become due for several years. 
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8CHOOL8. 

In the year 1879 there were 4,885 school children in Idaho, and 
11 4 school districts. In 1880, the number of school districts had ' 

increased to 149, and the school children to 6,698. In 1879^ the 
amount raised for school purposes was $84,255, and in 1880 the 
amount raised from the same sources and for the same purposes 
was $48,016.89- This shows that the number of children had in- 
creased about 87 per cent in one year, and the means to pay for 
their education had increased correspondingly. 



CHAPTEB L. 

THK WOOD BITXB MIKING DliTUCT IN 1880 AND 1881. 



the jean 1880 and 1881 the mining industry very ma- 
teriallj increased. This was caused principally by the disccnrery of 
a new mining co un tr y in the Wood Riyer distoict, Alturas (3oun^. 

There was a rush of people into that locality and a large amount 
of development work done on the mining locatioDs. The ore was 
principally galena, carrying lead and silyer in paying quantities. 
This ore had to be smelted and, as there was no smelter on Wood 
riyer at this time, it was taken by freight teams to the railroad at 
Kdton, a distance of one hundred and serenty miles, and shipped 
from there to Salt Lake or Denver to be smdted. This was very 
ezpensiye, but most of it shipped in this way netted the owners a 
fair return. 

Several small towns were quickly built in this mining locality, 
the most prominent of which were Bellevue, Hailey and Ketehum. 
A little later a small smelter was erected near Hailey. 

Some farming land was located along the river and on Silver 
creek. The people were prosperous, and the new mining camp very 
thriving for a few years. 

There were but few changes in any of the other mining or agri- 
cultural districts during the years 1880 and 1881. Everything 
seemed to run aljng slowly, easily at-t! sm^HithJy. Stock raising and 
tran^ipoitation wrr*- about the sarxe as last leported. 



CHAPTEB LI. 

TWKU7H fBflUON OF THX UBGIiLATUBX OF THE TBBRITOBT OF IDAHO— 
COMTXMKD AT BOItB DEC. 11^ 188S — ^ADJOUBNSD FSB. 8, 1885. 

The names of the memben of the Twelfth fession are aa foUowi: 

COUNCIL. 

J. V. R. Witt Ada County 

Tho8 C. Galloway Ada and Washington Conntiea 

C. £. Bobinson Bear Lake County 

James Trayis ' Boise County 

E. A. Wall Altnras and Boise Counties 

E. P. Johnson Custer and Lemhi Counties 

P. A. Regan Owyhee and Cassia Counties 

James Odle Idaho County 

W. L. Webster Oneida County 

Henry Peek Oneida County 

Wm. S. Taylor Nes Perce and Latah Counties 

I. B. Cowen. Nes Perce, Shoshone and Kootenai Counties 

President*-E. A. Wall. 

HOUSB OF SEPRXSKNTATIYBS. 

D. W. Fouch Ada County 

J. P. Wilson Ada County 

I. N. Coston Ada County 

H. K. Hartley Ada Counnty 

E. M. WiUson Alturas County 

A. B. Wright Bear Lake County 

H. S. Wooley Bear Lake County 

R. H. Robb Boise County 

Fred Campbell Boise County 

W. C. Martindale Cassia County 

J. C. Shoup Custer County 

W. C. Pearson Idaho County 

Robert Larimer Idaho County 

O. A. Dodge Kootenai and Shoshone Counties 

James A. Haywood Lemhi County 

A. Buchanan Nea Perce County 

K. Larson Nes Perce County 

O. W. Tomer Nes Perce and Latah Counties 

C. J. Bassett Oneida County 

D. L. Evans Oneida County 



f^70 THE HISTORY OF IDAHO 

M. L. Gnmnell Oneida Conntj 

J. B. Thatcher Oneida Coaatj 

J. M. Harbour Owyhee (bounty 

F. M. Hickey Washington Coun^ 

Speaker, D. W. Fooch. 

This Legislature gave ns about one hundred and seventy-three 
pages of new laws, indnding many amendments to former laws. 

The members of the different legislatures seemed to hare differed 
very greatly as to the laws they considered should be in force in 
the Territory. Certain laws would be enacted by one body of Legis- 
lators, and at the next session they would be repealed or amended, 
and various new laws enacted. So it was someidiat difficult for the 
average layman to keep posted as to what the law really was — in 
fact, laws would be repealed before many residents had time to 
read them. 

Among some of the important acts passed by the Twelfth Legis- 
lature was: 

An act requiring county auditors to transmit annual reports to 
the comptroller of the financial condition of their counties under 
oath. 

Also an act for registering the names of electors and preventing 
frauds at dectioiis. 

An act to establish a public school system, and for the main- 
tenance and supervision of the same. 

An act amending the revenue laws, reducing the Territorial tax 
levy from forty cents to twenty*five cents on the one hundred 
dollars. 

An act appropriating three thousand dollars, or so much thereof 
as might be necessary, for the support of poor emigrants in and 
around Boise City, to be expended by a committee. 

The Territorial treasurer's report dated November 11, 1882, 
shows, after all outstanding warrants had been paid, all interest on 
the bonded debt and all other claims, a balance in the Territorial 
Treasury of forty-one thousand eight hundred and sixteen dollars 
and ninety-seven cents ($41,816.97)* 

The bonded debt at this time was as follows: 

Interest bearing bonds 10 per cent per annum. 

Act 1875, due 1885 $22,588.54 

Act 1877, due 1891 46,715.06 

Total $69,248.60 

Whole bonded debt 69,248.60 

Deduct from this cash in the treasury 41,816.9^ 

This left the Territorial indebtedness $27,481.66 



CHAPTER LII. 

FARMING, TRANSPORTATION, STOCKRAinNO AND MINING IN 1883 

AND 1884. 

Farming and farmers flourished during the jears of 1888 and 
1884. There were better markets for the farm products and trans- 
portation facilities were greatly improved, so there was more of an 
incentive for the farmer to cultivate his land. 

A railroad was now running through the eastern part of Idaho in 
a northerly direction, via Pocatello, Idaho Falls, Market Lake and 
Beaver Canyon in Idaho, to Butte, in Montana. The Great North- 
em was running through the northern portion of Idaho in an east 
and west direction and the Oregon Short Line had lines through the 
southern portion of Idaho. In 1884 there was still a gap of seventy 
miles where stages were run. This distance was between Baker 
City in Oregon and Weiser in Idaho. The stage men were losers by 
the railroads being built in Oregon and Idaho, but the population 
of the territory began to rapidly increase with the improved travel- 
ing facilities, and there were opportunities for many new lines of 
industry. 

Stock-raising increased, as stockmen were now able to ship their 
surplus stock, wool, hides, etc., east on quick time and at more 
reasonable rates. 

The mining industries also received new life. Having quicker 
and cheaper transportation for ore and being able to have the 
proper machinery shipped in, many more mines were developed and 
some of them paid well. 

The population began to increase with permanent settlers — ^far- 
mers, storck raisers, merchants, miners, lawyers, doctors, and minis- 
ters. The people seemed to take on a new supply of energy and 
began in earnest to improve and devdop the resources of the coun- 
try with the view of making permanent homes. 



CHAPTER UIL 
THnruirrH nifioir of thb umulatubi of thb TnuuroBr o^ 

IDABO. 

Conyened December S, 1884; adoomed Febmaiy 5, 1886. Tbe 
names of the members of the Coancil were as follows. 

couirciL. 

George Pettingill Ada Coimt^ 

T. C. Oalloway Ada and Washington (3omities 

James S. Hart Bear Lake Caantj 

Ben Willson Boise Coontjr 

E. C. Brearley Altoras and Boise 

B. L. Wood Cassia and Owyhee Counties 

Charles A. Wood Custer and Lemhi Comities 

S. C. Poage Idaho Countj 

S. O. Isaman Nes Peroe Conntj 

S. W. Moodj Nes Peree, Shoshone and Kootenai Counties 

George N. Crawford Oneida County 

H. W. Smith Oneida County 

President-Charles A. Wood. 

HOUSB OF BXPRasnrTATITM. 

Charles J. Simpson Ada County 

D. W. Fouch Ada County 

M. H. Goodwin Ada County 

D. S. Lanune Ada County 

J. E. Watson Alturas County 

W. N. B. Shepherd Bear Lake County 

Amos R. Wright Bear Lake County 

G. B. Balding Boise County 

M. G. Luna Boise County 

W. C. Martindale Cassia County 

J. C. Fox Custer County 

W. S. M. Williams Idaho County 

Philip Cleary Idaho County 

J. P. Clough Lemhi County 

W. F. Kern Nes Perce County 

B. P. Quarles Nes Peroe County 

L. P. Willmott Nes Perce County 

D. A. Jones Oneida County 
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C M. Hull Oneida County 

A. B. Stalker Oneida County 

W. B. Green Oneida Conntj 

DaTid Adams Owyhee Comity 

William King Shoshone County 

George F. Adams Washington County 

Speaker, D. W. Fouch. 

An act passed at this session of the Legislature for the erection 
of the Capitol building at Boise City and for an issue of 
eighty thousand dollars in bonds to pay for the same. This act also 
provided for an issue of twenty thousand dollars in bonds to build 
an insane asylum at Blackfoot. 

Other acts were passed, among which were the following: 

An act authorising the appointment by the Governor of three 
commissioners to revise and compile the laws of the Territory and 
to submit them to the next Legislature. 

An act creating the office of Attorney General for Idaho, making 
the appointment by the Governor and fixing the salary at $2,000.00 
per annum. 

An act re-apportioning the members for future legislatures in 
Idaho. 

An act creating Bingham County. 

An act providing for holding dections and prescribing the quali- 
fications for electors and for other purposes. The anti*Mormon 
test oath was embodied in this act. 

An act fixing the amount of bonds for County officers to give. 

This Legislature also passed a number of acts for the issuance 
of bonds by different counties to build school houses and for other 
purposes. 

It will be remembered the Territorial taxes were reduced at the 
Eleventh session from seventy-five ments on the hundred dollars to 
forty cents, and a further reduction was made by the Twelfth ses- 
sion from forty cents on the hundred dollars to twenty-five cents. 
In spite of this reduction in the taxes, the financial condition of the 
Territory was better than it ever had been. The Territorial Treas- 
urer's report for November 14th, 1884, showed the bonded debt not 
yet due to be $69^48.60 ; cash in general fund, $54,895.59 ; library 
fund,$l ,670.56; school fund, $426.89. This was the amount at that 
date, and a large amount of taxes were still unpaid for that year. 

On page 6 of Hon. James L. Onderdonk's Territorial Comp- 
troUer's report, under date of November 15th, 1884, we find the 
following: "Our Territory is practically out of debt, our only 
indebtedness being the two classes of bonds with accruing interests, 
as follows: 
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Act of 1875, due Dec« Ist, 1885 $22,589.54 

Act of 1877, due Dec. Ist, 1891 46,715.05 

Total $69,2«.59 

There was in the treasury at this time the smn of $56,490.54. Bj 
statement in the report, "There was due from the Counties on Ter- 
ritorial taxes, $85,980.54. The greater part of this amount was 
to be paid during the quarter. This, together with the amounts re- 
ceived from poll taxes and licenses, after deducting expenses of 
collecting and the necessary disbursements, would leave about 
$80,000 in the treasury at the beginning of the next quarter. 

"To meet the first dass of indebtedness due December 1, 1885^ 
with interest, would require about $£5,000, and at the rate of ex- 
penditure, there should be a fund largely in excess of what would 
actually be required." 

This was certainly a good showing under a low tax levy of 25 
cents on the one hundred dollars. As an indication of the prosperity 
of the Territory, the Comptroller issued the following table: 

Year. No. of Taxpayers. Assessment Roll 

1878— 8,892 $ 4,520,800.50 

1879— 5,518 i!i,926,149.60 

1880— 5,600 €,408,089.U 

1881— 6,961 8,066,865.75 

1882— 8,162 9,889,071.05 
1888— 10,588 1^,988,412^1 
1884— 12,272 1 5,479,598 J8 

This shows an increase in seven years of something over three 
hundred per cent, in the number of taxpayers and a corresponding 
increase in the amount of assessable pr(q>erty, all of which was very 
gratifying. 



CHAPTER LIV. 

FARMING, TRANSPORTATIOM, STOCK-RAISINO, MIKING, 1885 TO 1887. 

It had been fully demonstrated bj this time that Idaho was an 
exceUent fanning and fruit country. Grrain of yarious kinds had 
been grown successfully with a good ayerage yield to the acre. 
Vegetables of various kinds were grown in abundance. Berries and 
fruits of many kinds were grown and were of a very fine quality. 

The Oregon Short Line had been completed through the southern 
part of Idaho and with the increased facilities for transportation, 
stock raising had increased. 

A number of new mines had been opened up in Shoshone County 
and the population had increased greatly. The Wood River mining 
country had also developed very much. There was still some work 
going on at Atlanta and Rodi^ Bar. The De Lamar mine, near 
Silver City, in Owyhee County, was a large producer of gold and 
silver and gave every indication of continuing for many years. 

The schools had increased throughout the Territory and the 
people generally were successful in all their business enterprises. 
A branch railroad had been built and put in operation from Sho- 
shone, on the Oregon Short Line railway, to Hailey, in the Wood 
River mining district, a distance of fifty-seven miles. Daily trips 
were made over this branch, connecting with the main Oregon Short 
Line at Shoshone. This was a very great saving and eonvenieiice to 
the people of the Wood River co un tr y . It gave them much quicker 
and cheaper transportation than they had ever had before. 



CHAPTEB LV. 

FOURTniTTH fBfflOjr OF THS hEQIMLATUBM OF THE TBBBITOBT OF 

IDAHO. 

Convened December 18, 1886> adjourned February 10, 1887. 
The names of the members of the Council were as follows: 

COUNCIL. 

Charles EUmrod Ada Countj 

B. H. Robb Ada and Boise Counties 

James H. Beatty Alturas County 

E. C. Helfrich Alturas County 

H. W. Smith Bingham County 

P. L. Hughes Bingham and Oneida Counties 

£. H. Jordan Bear Lake, Oneida and Cassia Counties 

Robert Larimer Idaho County 

A. J. McNab Lemhi and Custer Counties 

Charles Watson Nes Peroe County 

James I. Crutcher. Owyhee and Washington Counties 

A. £. Mayhew Shoshone and Kootenai Counties 

President, A. E. Mayhew. 

HOUSK OF BXPRBSSirTATIYnS. 

D. L. Badley Ada County 

George Goodrich Ada County 

H. M. Goodwin Ada County 

E. G. Burnett Alturas County 

J. J. Guheen Alturas County 

G. W. Hunter Alturas County 

T. B. Shaw Alturas County 

R. W. Gee Bear Lake County 

T. A. Hartwell Bingham County 

C. B. Wheeler Bingham County 

Josiah Cave Boise County 

Charles Cobb Cassia County 

J. C. Fox Custer and Bingham Counties 

John S. Rohrer Custer County 

Frank A. Fenn Idaho County 

J. P. Clough Lemhi County 

James DeHaven Nes Perce County 

A. S. Chaney Nes Perce County 

W. A. Elyea Nes Perce County 
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Wm. B. Thews Oneida County 

John S. Lewis Owyhee Coonty 

R. S. Harvey Shoshone Cotinly 

John M. Bark Shoshone and Kootenai Counties 

M. L. Hoyt Washington County 

Speaker, Wm. B. Thews. 

The Thirteenth session of the Legislature had passed an act enti- 
tled, "An Act to Provide for the Revision and Compilation of the 
Statutes Laws of the Territory of Idaho." This act authorised the 
Governor to appoint a conunission of three persons to perform this 
work and ^ the compensation and made an appropriation of four 
thousand dollars for this purpose. The Governor, Wm. Bunn, ap- 
pointed as commissioners, Hon. R. Z. Johnson, Hon. H. E. Prickett, 
and John S. Gray. All of these men were well qualified in every 
respect to perform this important work. Soon after they entered 
upon their duties, Mr. Prickett died very suddenly. Hon. James H. 
Beatty was appointed to fill the vacancy. 

These commissioners worked long and faithfully and when their 
revision was presented to the Fourteenth Legislature, the Legisla- 
ture not only adopted their revision of the laws, but also passed a 
joint resolution authoriasing these commissioners to include all the 
laws passed at the Fourteenth session in the general revision, and 
place them in their proper places for publication. The laws were 
arranged under the foUowing heads: Part Ist, Political Code; Part 
2nd, Civil Code; Part 8rd, Remedial Code; Part 4th, Penal Code. 
These revised statutes were published and went into effect on the 
Ist day of June, 1887. This work reflected great credit upon the 
commissioners and was of great convenience to the attorneys of 
Idaho and of great assistance to the average layman. The Legis- 
lators appropriated four thousand dollars to pay for the publication 
of these revised laws of Idaho. 

The financial condition of the Territory is shown by the foUowing 
report, made to the Legislature by a committee appointed for that 
purpose: 

Outstanding warrants $ 4,877.52 

Outstanding bonds, act of 1877 46,715.16 

Outstanding capital building bonds 80,000.00 

Outstanding asylum bonds 20,000.00 

Total $151,592.68 

Cash on hand — 

In Capitol sinking fund $ 7,478.59 

In Library fund 1,807.56 
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In School fmid 1^165.64 

In General fond 2^699-61 

Total $ 12^51.40 

This seems to be a rather poor fhuuifial showing; stilly the people 
had something to show for the monej that had been spent. 

The bonded debt of |2MM.54 that beeame due on the lat of 
December, 1885, had been paid, and the bonds taken np. The Ci^ 
itol building had been completed and the insane asjlmn built. Both 
buildings were furnished and in use. Expenses had, however, 
necessarily increased and this Legislatore passed an act increasing 
the tax levy for Territorial pnrpooes from 25 cents to %5 cents on 
the hundred dollars of assessable property. 



CHAPTER LVI. 

FIFTKSMTH SESSION OF THX UBOISLATURX OF THE TERRITORY OF IDAHO. 

Convened at Boise December 10^ 1888; adojnmed Febniary 7, 
1889. ReoommendRtions of Ooremor Shoap to First State Legis- 
lature; assessable property, etc. 

The names of the members of the Legislatore were as follows: 

COUNCIL. 

J. D. Negley Ada County 

Fred Campbell Ada and Boise Counties 

Charles McPherson Altnras County 

W. Y. Perkins Alturas County 

S. F. Taylor Bingham County 

J. P. Clough Custer and Lemhi Counties 

T. F. Nelson Idaho County 

J. W. Bingham Nea Perce and Latah Counties 

J. N. Ireland Oneida and Bingham Counties 

Thomas Sparks Oneida, Cassia and Bear Lake Counties 

£. S. Jewell Owyhee and Washington Counties 

A. £. Mayhew Shoshone and Kootenai Counties 

President, J. P. Clough. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIYES. 

D. L. Badley Ada County 

J. M. Martin Ada County 

M. A. Kurtz Ada County 

J. H. VanSchaick Alturas County 

H. H. Clay Alturas County 

Ira S. Waring Alturas County 

H. Z. Burkhart Alturas County 

James Lyons Bear Lake County 

W. H. B. Crow Bingham County 

Geo. P. Wheeler Bingham County 

Geo. W. Crroton Bingham and Custer Counties 

J. A. Bruner Boise County 

E. A. Jordan Cassia County 

Geo. W. Emery Custer County 

C. M. Day^ Idaho County 

O. W. Mintzer Lemhi County 

A. S. Chancy Nes Perec County 

J. J. Mitcham Ne Perce County 
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James DeHayen Nes Perce Comity 

B. H. DsTifl Oneida County 

Geo. W. Sampiofi Owyhee County 

J. C. Sargent Shoshone Comity 

J. Rand Sanborn Shoshone and Kootenai Comity 

Marion Kilbom Washington Comity 

Speaker, H. Z. Bm^hart 

This was the last session of Territorial Legislature in the Terri- 
tory of Idaho. The next session was mider State government 
Idaho was admitted into the Union of States on July 9rd, 1890. 

The last Territorial Legislature did not enact as many laws as 
some of our former Legislatures. They gare us only seventy-seren 
pages, induding laws, memorials and resolutions, but they managed 
to increase both our current expenses and our bonded debt; also our 
Territorial taxes. Among the important bills passed at this session 
was "An Act to Establish the University of Idaho at Moscow." 
This act provided for a board of nine regents to be chosen from the 
Territory at large, which board the Governor should appoint by and 
with the advice and consent of the Legislative Council, and $15,000 
was appropriated out of the Territorial treasury to enable the re- 
gents to procure suitable grounds and plans for the buildings, and 
for the expense of the regents, and an additional ad valorem tax of 
one-half mill was levied by this act on each dollar of assessable 
property in the Territory to create a building fund to pay for the 
construction of the University buildings; this tax to be collected 
and used for this purpose for four years. 

Another act was one creating and organising the Counties of 
Elmore and Logan, and defining the boundaries of Bingham and 
Alturas Counties. This act caused an abundance of litigation and 
expenses amounting to many thousands of dollars, and a great deal 
of ill-feeling among some of the people of Alturas County, and 
after several years resulted in more litigation and the wiping out of 
old Alturas County and Logan County and creating in lieu thereof 
the Counties of Blaine and Lincoln, with a re-adjustment of the 
boundary lines. The heavy debt that was hanging over old Alturas, 
together with the expensive litigation, made taxes very oppressive in 
these Counties for several years, but at last things quieted down 
and all seem to be getting along fairly well. 

There was also an act to appropriate $15,000 for improvements 
at the Idaho Insane Asylum; also an act authorising the appoint- 
ment of four commissioners to look after the improvement of the 
Capitol grounds, and appropriating $14,680 to enable the commis- 
sioners to have the grounds fenced, and the yard properly improved 
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with paved walks^ graded, seeded, and trees and shrubbery set out. 
Also an act to provide for a wagon road between Mt. Idaho in Idaho 
County and Little Sahnon Meadows in Washington County. This 
act authorized an issue of six per cent, bonds for $50,000 to raise 
funds to construct this road. In addition to these appropriations, 
this Legislature passed several relief bills amounting to a few 
thousand dollars. 

It appears from the report of the Territorial ComptroUer, Hon. 
J. H. Wickersham, for the years 1887 and 1888, that the current 
expenses of the Territory paid out of the Territorial treasury, in- 
cluding interest on the bonded debt, was about $75,000 for each of 
those two years, and that the amount of assessable property was, 
for 1887, $20,095,495, and for 1888, $21,624,747. On this prop- 
erty was levied by law an ad valorem tax for territorial purposes of 
thirty-five cents on each one hundred dollars, and in addition, five 
cents on each one hundred dollars to raise a fund to build a State 
University at Moscow, in Latah County, making the total levy for 
Territorial purposes forty cents on each one hundred dollars oi 
assessable property within the territory. This, with the license and 
poll tax, brought in sufficient revenue for all necessary purposes. 

In order to show that the people in Idaho have necessarily had to 
practice economy in governmental affairs in past years, I herewith 
give the amount of the assessment rolls for each year for the whole 
Territory, beginning with the year 1864 and including 1888. There 
were little or no taxes coUected in the year 1868, because it was too 
late in the year before the officers were appointed and the machinery 
of the Territory and County governments could be put into working 
order, but there was considerable expense incurred in the year 1868 
which had to be paid by the Territory in after years. During this 
long period of twenty-six years, our tax levy ranged between S5 and 
100 cents on each hundred dollars of taxable property, and the 
Territory was able to meet her obligations. 

COPT OF TERRIRORIAL ABUBSSMKNT ROLLS. 

Assessment for 1864 $ 8,687,804.49 

Assessment for 1865 5,184,822.20 

Assessment for 1866 5,016,290.00 

Assessment for 1867 4,000,000.00 

Assessment for 1868 4,621,984.49 

Assessment for 1869 5,544,501.86 

Assessment for 1870 8,665,705.55 

Assessment for 1871 8,919>148.82 

Assessment for 1872 8,624,747.72 

Assessment for 1878 4,862,589-72 
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Assessment for 
Assessment for 
Assessment for 
Assessment for 
Assessment for 
Assessment for 
Assessment for 
Assessment for 
Assessment for 
Assessment for 
Assessment for 
Assessment for 
Assessment for 
Assessment for 
Assessment for 



874 4,548,022.49 

875 4,652,919.18 

876 4,881,277.46 

877 4,8194^58.75 

878 4,520,800.50 

879 5,926,149.60 

880 6,408,089.14 

881 8,066,865.75 

882 9^8895071.65 

888 18,988,412.81 

884 15,497,598.84 

885 16,280,580.84 

886 17,725,122.81 

887 20,090,495.77 

888 21,624,747.74 

It will be seen by a look at these assessment rolls that it was six- 
teen years before oar annual assessment roll reached $6,000,000. 
During all these years the Territory of Idaho was as large in area 
as the State now is, and a few people were settled in each and every 
County. It is true, the United States government paid annually 
about thirty thousand dollars more of our Territorial expenses than 
she now pays, but add that amount to the $75,000 that it was cost- 
ing the people of the Territory the last few years of Territorial 
government, and it would make only $105,000 per annum then, as 
against several hundred thousand dollars per annum now. When 
the Territorial government was merged into a State government, 
business and things of a public nature were in a fairly good condi- 
tion, with good public schools in each and every County, a good, new 
Capitol building with grounds well improved, an insane asylum, etc, 
and a Territorial debt of less than $200,000. 

We have been unable to get any report of either the Territorial 
Comptroller, the Treasurer or the Superintendent of Public In- 
struction showing the financial condition of the Territory and the 
condition of public schools in Idaho for the year 1889 and up to the 
close of the Territorial days, December 8, 1890. We have, how- 
ever, through the courtesy of the Honorable ex-Secretary of State, 
W. B. Gibson, procured the loan of a copy of the late Governor 
George L. Shoup's message to the First State Legislature under 
date of December 10, 1890, in which he gives a condensed statement 
of the financial condition of the territory at the time it entered upon 
statehood; also a statement of the number of public schools, etc. 
Being fully satisfied that the statements given in the Governor's 
message are true and correct and his recommendations for appro- 
priations were made after a careful examination of the amounts 
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that were necessary for current expenses^ in order to show the finan- 
cial condition of onr Territory at the time it entered into statehood^ 
as well as to show that our late lamented first Governor and Senator 
was a clear-headed^ honest and competent officer and believed in 
economy in governmental afi'airs^ I here copy from his message all 
he said nnder the head of finance^ beginning on page S and ending 
on page 6 of his message: 

"Next to the legitimate object of every important enterprise is 
the financial basis upon which it rests. This is not only the case in 
the affairs of nations, states and connties, but also in all business 
affairs, whether company, corporate or individual enterprise. I will 
therefore present to you the indebtedness of this State as it appears 
on the Comptroller's books, balanced on the 15th day of November, 
1890, with estimates of expenses for the fiscal years 1891-2, obliga- 
tions that will mature, needed appropriations, and resources from 
which revenue can be derived. 

INDSBTBDNBSS. 

Outstanding bonds. Act of 1877 $ 46,715.06 

Capitol building bonds. Act of 1885 80,000.00 

Insane Asylum bonds. Act of 1885 20,000.00 

Wagon road bonds. Act of 1889 11,000.00 

Outstanding warrants 105,571.52 

Total $268,286.58 

Less cash in general and capitol building fund 27,116.58 

Leaving balance indebtedness $286,170.00 

"In January the several County Treasurers make their settle- 
ments with the State Treasurer. The outstanding warrants will 
then be reduced to about $85,000, leaving the outstanding indebted- 
ness as follows : 
Bonded indebtedness, less amount in Capitol building 

fund $184,556.00 

Outstanding warrants 85,000.00 

Total indebtedness $169^556.00 

"By an act of the Fifteenth session of the Territorial Legisla- 
ture, $50,000 was appropriated for the construction of a wagon road 
from Mount Idaho to Little Salmon Meadows. Bonds drawing six 
per cent, interest covering the above appropriation have been sold 
at a small premium, but only $11,000 delivered to the purchasers. 
The remaining $899000 are to be delivered as funds are required on 
completion of contracts, which will be late in 1891. 
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''The bonds issued imder the act of 1877> amoontiiig to $46,- 
715.06, mature and become payable December 1^ 1891- Provision 
must be made for their redemption. 

"The Capitol building bonds for $80,000 fall due in 1905^ and 
are drawing interest at the rate of seven per cent, per annum^ and 
may be redeemed at the pleasure of the State at any time after ten 
years from the date of their issue. There is a sinking fund for the 
payment of the interest and redemption of these bonds maintained 
by one-tenth of all State and County licenses and from the rents 
derived from the Capitol building. There is in this fund $2S,158.6l. 
This money is lying idle. I therefore recommend that you author- 
ise its investment in State warrants where it will draw interest, 
thereby adding another source of revenue to this fund. If so em- 
ployed and with the continuance of the percentage obtained from 
licenses this fund will liquidate the bonds before they mature. The 
Insane Asylum bonds, $20,000, bear interest at the rate of six per 
cent, per annum; $5,000 of these bonds fall due December 1, 1892, 
and $5,000 per annum thereafter until all are paid. 

"The expenses during the first year of statehood will be greater 
than in succeeding years. After a careful investigation, I present 
the following estimates : 

Executive Department $ 19>500.00 

Judicial Department 46,500.00 

Legislative Department 81,000.00 

Insane Asylum 20,000.00 

State Prison 20,000.00 

Convcjring prisoners to Penitentiary 8,000.00 

State Prison Library 75.00 

Capitol Building expenses 8,260.00 

Militia 5,000.00 

Interest on indebtedness 10,200.00 

Library, etc 4,000.00 

Commissioner of Labor, Inmiigration and Statistics. . . . 5,000.00 
Code Commission, printing of proceedings of Constitu- 
tional Convention, etc 10,000.00 

Total $177,585.00 

"I estimate the assessed value of property in the State in 1891 at 
$28,000,000 and recommend a levy of sixty-five cents on the hundred 
dollars for general fund purposes. This would give an income 

of $182,000.00 

Estimated income from poll tax 8,000.00 

From insurance licenses and fees from Secretary of 
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State and State Treasurer's oflteea 4^000.00 



Total $194,000.00 

"The tax levy would then be classified as follows: 

For general fund purposes, 65 cents; for State University at 
Moscow, 5 cents; for wagon road purposes, 2 cents. Total, 72 cents 
on each $100 of assessable property. 

"I recommend that the outstanding bonds of the act of 1877, 
amounting to $46,715.06, and falling due December 1, 1891, be 
refunded and that issuance of bonds be authorised for all ap- 
propriations for public buildings. 

''As a considerable part of the expense of the Columbian Expo- 
sition will not be required until 1892, I reconunend that warrants 
be drawn on the ganeral fund covering your appropriation for that 
purpose. The expense of State government for the second year of 
statehood should not exceed $180,000.00. 

"The reports of the State Auditor and State Treasurer will be 
laid before you. The Auditor's report covering the financial trans- 
actions of the Territory for the past two years is very complete 
and comprehensive and his suggestions worthy of careful and 
thoughful consideration." 

It will be seen by the Governor's message that the total amount 
of Territorial indebtedness at the time we took on statehood, less 
cash in the treasury, was $286,170.00, and that when the Terri- 
torial portioii of the taxes for 1890 was paid in a month later, that 
the indebtedness would be reduced to $169,560.00. This certainly 
shows that the financial condition of the Territory at the time it 
was transferred to and came under State government was in a good 
healthy state. Had the expenses of State government not execeed- 
ed what our then Governor estimated, to-wit: "For the first year, 
$177,585.00, and second year, $180^000.00," with our rapid increase 
of taxable property, we would long since have been out of debt, 
had taxes lowered and had money in the treasury to meet all de- 
mands on a cash basis. But this has not been done. While our 
population and our taxable property has increased since 1890 about 
three hundred per cent, the current expenses of our State govern- 
ment have increased at a more rapid rate, and the tax levy for 
State purposes was raised the first year of statehood from forty 
cents on each one hundred dollars of assessable property to almost 
double that amount, and has continued so ever since. It seems that 
this high rate of taxation on all of the three hundred per cent in- 
crease of property since statehood, is necessary to pay the current 
expenses of State government, and to pay the interest on several 
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hundred thousand dollara of bonded debt incurred gince statehood, 
the principal of which the people will have to pay sooner or later 
bj taxation. 

I respectfully suggest that it is about time to call a halt on the 
issuing of any more bonds and to try to pay up, rather than to 
increase the debt. We have a fine State with great resources, we 
want people with wealth, brains, energy and muscle to come and 
settle here and help us develop the God-g^ven resources of our new 
State. We will drive or keep them away by running extravagant 
State and county governments, which always oppress the people 
with high taxation. We think it about time for our lawmakers and 
State officers to pause and look around and see if they have not 
loaded on to the taxpayers about as much as they can bear up under, 
and try in the future to lessen their burdens rather than increase 
them. , 

Again we copy from Governor Shoup's message of December 
10, 1890, to the first session of our State legislature, what he had 
to say about the public schools in Idaho at the time we entered 
statehood. This subject is discussed on pages 14 and 15 of the 
Governor's message referred to, as follows: 

PUBUC SCHOOLS. 

"The public schools of the State are in a prosperous condition. 
The report of the State Superintendent of Public Instruction has 
not yet been received, but is promised at an early day. I have, 
however, obtained the following summary which by comparison 
with the school year ending August 81, 1888, shows, gratifying 
gains. 

1888. 1890. 

Number of school districts 887 410 

Number of school houses 869 815 

Children of school age 20,488 25,741 

Amount received for school purposes in 1888, $158,512.69; in 
1890, $202,285.47. 

Balance on hand September 1, 1890, ^^,59ft'9S. 

"While our school system is not perfect in all respects, yet it 
has in the past proved to be satisfactory, and our sdiods are in 
a prosperous condition. I cannot, therefore, reconmiend its re- 
vision at your first session when your time will be heavily taxed 
with other important and urgent legislation." 

I have made the above quotations from our late lamented Gover- 
nor Shoup's message to our first State legislature, first, because they 
come from a man who was perfectly reliable and stated nothing 
but facts. Second, to show the condition of our public schools at 
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the time we took on statehood; and last, bnt not leasts to show how 
moch more expensive our legislatures and State officers have made 
the current expenses of onr State government than our first Gov- 
ernor anticipated they would be for many years. Had our law- 
makers followed tiie suggestions made by this grand and patriotic 
Governor who believed that no more State offices should be cre- 
ated than were actually necessary, and that every officer should 
earn his salary, the burdens of taxation would have been very 
much lighter on our people, and our public debt would now be 
very much less than it is. . 

Before closing this chapter, I desire to call attention to the 
magnificent gifts the Congress of the United States conferred on 
Idaho in the act admitting her into the Union of States, in the 
way of public lands for different purposes. They are as follows: 

For scientific schools 100,000 acres 

State Normal schools 100,000 acres 

Support and maintenance of Insane Asylum 100,000 acres 

Charitable, educational and reformatory institutes. . . 100,000 acres 

State University 50,000 acres 

Support and maintenance of Penitentiary 50,000 acres 

Agricultural College 90,000 acres 

Capitol Building 82,000 acres 

University purposes, act of 1881 46,080 acres 

In addition to the above. Congress has g^ven to the State of 
Idaho for public school purposes two sections of land in each town- 
ship of thirty-six sections, amounting in this last gift to one-eigh- 
teenth of all the land in the State. Reduced to acres, it amounts to 
about 8,000,000 acres. True, the greater portion is in the moun- 
tains, but it will all be valuable in time to create an irreducible 
fund to educate future generations. 

In addition to the above. Congress gave to Idaho the United 
States Penitentiary with its equipment and one hundred and sixty 
acres of land connected therewith. 



CHAPTER LVII. 



MAMMM OF QOrmUHOUM, IBCBSTAUSS, FBDBKAL JUDGBi, U. i. ATTOS- 

MBTi!, V. 8. BiAMHAf«> AlTD TBBBlTOUAIi OFVICXU 

DUBIVO TBBUTOBIAI. DATB. 

The reader will remember tbat during our Territorial days the 
Preiident of the United States had power with the advice and con- 
sent of the United States Senate to appoint the following oflioers 
for the Territory: Ooremor, Secretary^ Judges, U. S. Attomej, 
and the U. S. MarshaL Idaho certainly had her foil share of these 
appointments, both in nomber and variety. Several of those ap- 
pointed governors never came to Idaho, some would onne and stay 
a short time and go away on leave of absence, remaining away 
most of the time, not forgetting to draw their pay but leaving the 
duties of the office to be performed by the Secretary of the Ter- 
ritory. Fortunately the Secretary was usually more agreeable to 
the people than the Oovemors. The names of the Governors ap- 
pointed for Idaho with the date of appointment are as follows: 

868 
864 
866 
870 
870 
871 
871 
871 
875 
876 
878 
880 
888 
884 
885 
889 



William H. Wallace appointed March 10, 

Caleb Lyons appointed February 26, 

David W. Ballard appointed April 10, 

Samuel Bard (never came) appointed March 80, 

Gilman Marston (never came) appointed June 7, 

Alex. H. Connor (never came) appointed January 12, 

Thos. M. Bowen (stayed one week) appointed April 19, 

Thos. W. Bennett appointed October 24, 

D. P. Thompson appointed March 16, 

Mason Brayman appointed July 24, 

John P. Hoyt (never came) appointed August 7, 

John B. Neil appointed July 12, 

John R. Irwin appointed March 2, 

Wm. M. Bunn appointed March 26, 

E. A. Stevenson (first resident) appointed September 29, 

Gtp, Li. Shoup (second resident) appointed April 1, 

TBRBrrOBIAL SBCnXTABIXS. 

Wm. Daniels appointed March 10, 

C. DeWitt Smith appointed July 4, 

H. C. Gilson (skipped with funds) . . .appointed September 4, 

S. R. Howlett appointed July 26, 

E. J. Curtis appointed May 4, 



868 
864 
865 
866 
869 
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E. J. Curtis appointed February 5, 1874 

R. A. Sidebotham appointed April 29, 1878 

Theodore F. Singiser appointed December 22, 1880 

Edward L. Curtis appointed March 8, 1888 

D. P. B. Pride appointed July 2, 1884 

E. J. Curtis appointed February 12, 1885 

E. J. Curtis appointed February 12, 1889 

Idaho was divided, during her Territorial existence^ into three 
judicial districts. The President appointed a Judge for each of 
these districts, and these three District Judges constituted the Su- 
preme Court of the Territory, One of these judges was always 
designated as the Chief Justice, and he was the presiding officer 
of the Court when they met once a year as a Supreme Court. 
The other two were the associate justices. The following are the 
names of the Chief Justices appointed by the President: 

Sidney Edgerton appointed March 10^ 1868 

Silas Woodson appointed July 26, 1864 

John R. McBride appointed February 28, 1865 

Thos. J. Bowers appointed July 18, 1868 

David Noggle appointed April 9, 1869 

M. E. HoUister appointed January 14, 1875 

Wm. G. Thompson appointed January 18, 1879 

J. T. Morgan appointed June 10, 1879 

J. B. Hays appointed August 14, 1885 

H. W. Weir appointed September 29, 1888 

James H. Beatty appointed May — , 1889 

ASSOCIATS JUBTICBS. 

A. C. Smith appointed March 10, 1868 

S. C. Parks appointed March 10, 1868 

MUton Kelley appointed April 17, 1865 

John Cummins appointed May 29, 1866 

R. T. Miller appointed July 1, 1868 

J. R. Lewis appointed April 15, 1869 

Wm. C. Whitson appointed July 12, 1870 

M. E. Hollister appointed March 20, 1871 

John Clark appointed January 14, 1875 

H. E. Prickett appointed January 19, 1876 

Norman Buck appointed January 27, 1880 

Case Broderick appointed May 1, 1884 

John Lee Logan appointed May 18, 1888 

C. H. Barry appointed August 18, 1888 

Willis Sweet appointed 1889 
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CUDUCt or THS WUPEMMM COITBT. 

A. L. Downer appointed June 9, 

Wm. J. Young appointed March 51, 

SoL Hasbrondk appointed March 1, 

Don. Noggle appointed Julj 5, 

Thos. Donaldson appointed May 11, 

Wm. D. Hughes ai^winted January 4, 

E. C. Sterling appointed Fdnnarj 4, 

A. L. Richardson appointed March 26, 

S. H. Hays appointed 

Sol. Hasbronek appointed March 10, 
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D. S. Payne appointed March IS, 

J. H. Alvord appointed April 17, 

H. W. Molton appointed 

Joseph Pinkham appointed March 85, 

£. S. Chase appointed May 10, 

F. T. Dubois appointed September 4, 

Esra Baird appointed September — , 

V. S. ATTORNXTB. 

G. C. Hough appointed February 29, 

A. Huggan appointed 

J. W. Huston appointed April, 

Norman Buck appointed May, 

James R. Butler appointed May, 

W. E. White appointed May, 

James H. Hawley appointed May, 

DSLSOATBS TO CONOUESB. 

W. H. Wallace. unexpired term, January 4, 1864, to March 4, 

E. D. Holbrook, two years March 4, 1865, to March 4, 

E. D. Holbrook, two years March 4, 1867, to March 4, 

J. K. Shafer, two years March 4, 1869^ to March 4, 

S. A. Merritt, two years March 4, 1871, to March 4, 

John Hailey, two 3rears March 4, 1878, to March 4, 

S. S. Fenn, two years March 4, 1875, to March 4, 

S. S. Fenn, two years March 4, 1877, to March 4, 

George Ainslie, two years March 4, 1879^ to March 4, 

George Ainslie, two years March 4, 1881, to March 4, 

T. F. Singiser, two years March 4, 1888, to Mcurch 4, 

John Hailey, two years March 4, 1885, to March 4, 

F. T. Dubois, two years March 4, 1887, to March 4, 
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F. T. Dubois, two years March 4, 1889> nntil statehood 
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The names of the Territorial officers appointed by the Governor 
hj and with the advice and consent of the legislative conndl are 
as follows: 

AUDITOR. 

John M. Bacon appointed July 2d, 1868 

B. F. Lamkin appointed September 28, 1868 

B. F. Lamkin appointed February 6, 1864 

B. F. T^amkin appointed December 28, 1864 

H. B. Lane appointed January 27, 1867 

(Name of office changed to Comptroller and Superintendent 

of Schools.) 

Wm. R. Bishop appointed May 14, 1867 

Daniel Cram appointed January 1, 1868 

Daniel Cram appointed January 16, 1869 

Daniel Cram .• appointed January 16, 1871 

Daniel Cram appointed January 7, 1878 

Joseph Perrault appointed January 15, 1875 

Joseph Perrault appointed January 15, 1877 

James L. Onderdonk appointed February 14, 1881 

James L. Onderdonk appointed February 14, 1888 

S. W. Moody appointed February 7, 1885 

J. H. Wickersham appointed February 11, 1887 

J. H. Wickersham appointed February 8, 1889 



NAMBS OF TBRRITORIAL TRXASUKXRS. 

D. S. Kenyon appointed September 7, 

D. S. Kenyon appointed February 8, 

Ephriam Smith appointed May, 

E. C. Sterling appointed January 7, 

E. C. Sterling appointed January 16, 

J. S. Gray appointed January 16, 

John Huntoon appointed February 16, 

John Huntoon appointed January 7, 

John Huntoon appointed January 15, 

John Huntoon appointed January 15, 

John Huntoon appointed January 15, 

John Huntoon appointed January 15, 

Joseph Perrault appointed February 12, 

Charles Himrod appointed February 12, 

Charles Himrod appointed February 8, 

S0PXRINTBNDBKT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 

J. R. Chittenden appointed December 28, 

W. R. Bishop appointed July 25, 
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(From 1867 to 1887 this position was consolidmted with that 

of C<»nptroller.) 
S. W. Moody appointed February 11, 1887 

C. C. Stevenson appointed Febmary 11, 1899 

ATTORKXT-OSNBaALS. 

D. p. B. Pride appointed February 7, 1885 

R. Z. Johnson appointed iF'ebraary 5, 1S87 

R. Z. Johnson appointed Febraaiy, 1S89 

(This office was not created nntil 1885.) 

SUHYKTOB-GBNBRAIA 

LaFayette Cartee appointed Angost 18, 1866 

LaFayette Cartee appointed 1869 

LaFayette Cartee appointed April, 1878 

Wm. P. Chandler appointed 1878 

Wm. P. Chandler appointed 1881 

J. W. Straoghn appointed 1885 

W. H. Pettet appointed 1889 

We have gtven the names of several of these federal officers in 
another chapter, but have concluded to give them all here for a 
convenient refercoee. 



CHAPTER LVIII. 

intbrx8tino items taken vrom the boi8b news of 1868 and 1864, 

a new8papee published at idaho citt bt t. j. and j. s. 

butleb — the fibfft papee published in the 

southern portion of idaho territory. 

"proclamation/^ 

"By the Governor of the Territory of Idaho: 

"Whereas^ by the 15th Section of the Act of Congress approved 
March 8y 1S6S, to provide a temporary government for the Terri- 
tory of Idaho, nntQ otherwise provided by law, the Governor of 
said Territory may define the judicial districts of said Territory^ 
and assign the judges who may be appointed for said Territory to 
the said districts, and also appoint the time and places for holding 
courts in the several connties and subdivisions of each of said judi- 
cial districts by proclamation to be issued by him; 

"Now, therefore, be it known that I, William H. Wallace, Gov- 
ernor of the Territory of Idaho, by virtue of the authority vested 
in me by said act do define the judicial districts as follows: 

"For the First district, the Counties of Idaho, Nes Perce and Sho- 
shone; for the Second district, the County of Boise; for the Third 
district, the County of Missoula and the country east of the Rocky 
Mountains. 

"Courts to be holden in the First district for the County of 
Idaho at Florence on the first Monday in February, 1864; for the 
County of Nez Perce at Lewiston, on the third Monday in Febru- 
ary, 1864; for the County of Shoshone at Pierce City, on the first 
day of March, 1864; in the Second district, for the County of 
Boise at Bannock City (now Idaho City) on the second Monday 
of February, 1864; in the Third district for the County of Mis- 
soula, at Hell Gate, on the second Monday in February, 1864; in 
the country east of the Rocky Mountains at Bannock City (east) 
on the second Monday of March, 1864. 

'The Judges will be assigned as follows: 

'To the First district. Judge A. C. Smith; to the Second district. 
Judge Samuel C. Parks; to the Third district. Judge Sidney Ed- 
gerton. 

"Given under my hand at Lewiston, this, the eighteenth day of 
November, 1868. 

(Signed) W. H. Wallace. 
"Wm. B. Daniels, Secretary I. T.*' 
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On Acooimt of the mnrder of Uoyd Magmder^ a gpecud term 
of court was held at Lewiston in Jmanaxj, 1864, hy Judge Samuel 
C. Pariu, to tiy the Magmder morderers. 

From the Boise News, December 26, 1B6S, we take the following: 
"Justice Walkdr fined himself five dollars on Thursday morning 
for becoming angry in court and swearing at an attorney." 

We copy the following from the Boise News of December 26 
186S, published at Banned^ City (now Idaho City), giving the 
prices of groceries, dry goods, etc: 

"Corrected weekly by Higbee & C<»npany, dealers in general 
merchandise, groceries and provisions, comer Main and Wall 
Street, Bannodc City. 

"Prices Current: 

N. B. The prices stated for produce are the haying prices; for 
groceries and general merchandise, the selling prices. 

"Groceries and Produce: 

Butter, per lb $1.85 

Potatoes 25 to 50e 

Green Apples 50e 

Dried Apples ^ 50 to 55c 

Dried Peaches 65 to 75c 

Shoulders 60e 

Chickens, per dos $86.00 

Eggs, per dos 2.00 

Ham, per lb 75c 

Soap, per lb 40 to 50c 

Lard, per lb 70 to 80c 

Salt, per lb S5 to 40c 

Beef, on foot, per lb lS%c 

Side Bacon, per lb 60 to 70c 

Syrup, per gallon $5to$6 

Tea per lb $1.50 to $2 

Flour per 100 lbs 88 to $86 

Onions, per lb 25 to 80c 

Rice, per lb 50c 

Sugar, per lb 50 to 70c 

Coffee, per lb 70 to 75c 

Candles, per lb $1.00 

Tobacco, Nat. Leaf, per lb 1.60 to $2.25 

Tobacco, sweet, per lb 1.80 to $1.50 

Beans, per lb 40 to 45c 

Nails, cut, per lb 40 to 50c 
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Clothing: 

Women'g £ip Boots $30.00 

Women's Calf, per pair 6.00 

Men's Kip Boots, per pair 9-00 

Men's Brogan Shoes, per pair 8.50 

Men's Calf Boots 12.00 

Woolen Drawers, per pair $1.50 to $2.00 

Red Drawers, per pair $2.50 to $8.00 

Men's Quilted Brogans $8.50 

Gum Boots, long legs $12.00 

Gmn Boots, short legs 11.00 

Men's Cavalry Boots $12.00 to $15.00 

Men's Boots, long gr $10.00 

Cal. best Blanketo $16.00 

Salem Blanketo $18.00 to $15.00 

Oregon Socks, per doi $9*00 

Best CaL Wool Shirto $8.00 to $4-00 

Back Gloves, per doi $18.00 to $80.00 

Red Undershirte, per doi $80.00 to $86.00 

Wines and liqoors: 

Best Champagne, per dos $48.00 

Best Champagne, per case 96.00 

Cal. Wine, per case 24.00 

Claret Wine, per case 24.00 

Sherry, per gal. in wood 7.00 

Port, per gal. in wood 7.00 

Schnaps, per case 24.00 

Bakers Bitters, per case $24.00 to $80.00 

Bakers Bitters, per case $24.00 to $80.00 

Goddard Brandy, per g $10.00 

Juler R. & O. per g $10.00 

Pelivosin & Silt, per g $6.00 to $7.00 

Hermitage Whiskey, per g $7.00 

Essence of Old Va., per g $7.00 

Magnolia, per g $6.00 to $6.50 

Eureka Whiskey $6.00 

Cutler Whiskey $7.50 

Kerosene Oil, per gal $8.00 to $9.00 

(The above prices were usually paid in gold dust at the rate of 
$16.00 per ounce, when the real value of the gold dust was only 
$14.50 to $15.00 per ounce.) 

From the Boise News, Idaho City, Idaho, Saturday, February 27, 
1864: 
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"The first tenn of the district court in and for Boise Coanty 
convened here last Tuesday, the S9rd inst., Hon. Samuel C. Parks 
presiding. This county having more population at that time than 
the balance of the territory, and never having had a term of court 
held in the county, there was a large number of civil and criminal 
cases on the dodcet. 

"The first order of the court was the issuance of a venire return- 
able on Thursday morning, the 25th, for thirty-six persons pos- 
sessing the qualifications of jurors. 

"The next matter taken up was the examination of the certifi- 
cates of attorneys. The following gentlemen having shown to the 
court that they had been admitted in other states and territories, 
after taking Uie oath of allegiance prescribed by statutes, were 
enrolled as members of the bar as follows: 

"Geo. C. Hough, J. K. Shaffer, Edward Nugent, Geo. I. Gilbert, 
H. L. Preston, John S. Gray, A. Heed, John Cummins, Daniel Mc- 
Laughlin, Frank Miller, I. N. Smith, R. B. Snelling, Geo. Ainslie, 
£. D. Holbrook, C. B. Wait, V. S. Anderson, J. S. Hascall, W. C. 
Rheem, W. R. Kethly, R. A. Pierce, J. J. Morland, H. W. O. 
Margary and Joseph Miller. 

Ab there was no other buainess before the court for that day, the 
Judge stated that he felt it his duty to make a few remarks, which 
were as follows: 

"Gentleman of the Bar: — ^Before proceeding with the regular 
business of the term, I owe it to myself, to you and to the people 
of this county to make a few remarks. The position of a Judge of 
the second judicial district was not sought by me. In saying this, 
I do not say that the position is not an honorable one. On the con- 
trary, it is one of which an abler man than I am might well be proud. 
But it was my desire and expectation, and I believed it was yours, 
that the Chief Justice of this Territory should be assigned to this 
district. There is in this part of the Territory far more population 
and legal business than in either of the other two districts. There 
are many cases here involving character, liberty and life; there are 
others here on which depend large pecuniary interest. It is doubt- 
ful whether any court in so new a country ever needed more ability, 
integrity and experience. 

"This district properly belongs to Judge Edgerton, not only 
from his position as Chief Justice, but from his high moral and offi- 
cial character, and his large experience. But circumstances rendered 
it inconvenient, if not impossible, for him to be here; while the 
pressure of business in your court, the crowded state of your jail, 
and the natural impatience of your people made it necessary that a 
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coort should be held at as early day as possible. Under these cir- 
cnmstances. Governor Wallace assigned this district to me. I con- 
sented to the arrangement reluctantly, and with a deep sense of the 
responsibility it devolved upon me. To some, and perhaps to a con- 
siderable extent, the property, the liberty and the lives of many 
men depend upon my action in this court. I do not think that any 
Judge can always decide aright; I know that I can not. All that I 
promise is that to the best of my ability I will discharge the duties 
incumbent upon me, and by so doing strive to secure the confidence 
of the Bar and of the people. And from my acquaintance for some 
months past with some of your numbers, and the cordial greeting 
you have extended to me on my arrival among you, and the uniform 
courtesy with which you have treated me since, I feel confident I 
shall have your assistance in the effort to make this court a means 
of suppressing disorder and wrong, and promoting good morals, 
harmony and peace. 

"Whatever popular prejudice there may be against the profession 
of the law, it is a useful and noble one calculated, when properly 
pursued, to expand and elevate the mind and heart, and has fur- 
nished many of the loftiest intellects and purest characters that 
have adorned the history of our race. Associated in fraternal re- 
lations with the members of such a profession here, I cannat doubt 
that I shall find them in the conduct of the business of this court 
devoted to the real and substantial interest of their clients, and 
not to technicality and free form; relying for success not upon arti- 
fice and fraud, but upon professional knowledge and skill — ^labor- 
ing not to embarass but to assist the court. 

"Amid the difficulity and embarassments of an untried position 
of an unfamiliar practice and of heavy responsibility, I rely for 
success much upon your assistance and generosity. In some degree 
my reputation depends upon the result of this court; if it shall not 
succeed, I am sure the fault will not be yours. Hoping that it may 
not fail, and that the just expectation of the community may not be 
disappointed, I enter upon the discharge of the duties of the office 
assigned me. 

Boise News, February 27, 1864: — ^Appointments of county offi- 
cers. The following is a list of the officers sent in by the Governor 
and confirmed by the council to hold the offices until the next gen- 
eral election in Boise County. 

"Sheriff, Summer Pinkham. 

"Probate Judge, Daniel McLaughlin. 

"County Commissioners, John C. Smith, Frank Moore, Henry I. 
Crow. 
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'Auditor, Waahington B. Underwood. 

'Treasurer, Charles D. Vajen. 

'Assessor, George Woodman. 

'Justice of the Peace, Idaho City, Charles Walker. 

'Justice of the Peace, Centerville, J. H. Johnson, C. W. Dqpuy. 

'Justice of the Peace, Placerville, T. H. Stringham, Chaa. Wood- 
bury. 

"Justice of the Peace, Boise City, Daniel S. Holton. 
"Notary Publics, John Cummins, Henry C. Anderson* George I. 
Gilbert, C. J. Fitsgerald. 

'Constable, Idaho City, John G. Howell. 

'Constable, Centerville, Edward Thore. 
"District Attorney for 8d district, Geo. C. Hough." 

Bates charged by Wells Fargo h Conqwny's Express from Boise 
Basin to San Frandsoo and intermediate points in 1864; taken from 
their advertisement in the Boise News of May 81, 1864: 

"Bates from Idaho City, PlacerviUe, Centerrille and Pioneer City 
will be as follows: 

To San Francisco $1000.00 or over, insured 4^ per cent 

Under $1000.00, insured 5^ per cent 

To Portland, $1000.00 or over, insured 3^ per cent 

Under $1000.00, insured 4^^ per cent 

To The Dalles, $1000.00, or over, insured 8^ per cent 

Under $1000.00, insured 4 per cent 

Umatilla, $1000.00, or over, insured 8% per cent 

Under $1000.00, insured 4 per cent 

Walla Walla, $1000.00, or over, insured 8 per cent 

Under $1000.00, insured 8^ per cent 

LaGrande, insured 2^ per cent 

Auburn, insured 2^ per cent 

(Signed) Wells Fargo h Company. 

J. J. Smith, Agent. 

"Boise News, published every Saturday evening by T. J. and 
J. S. Butler, Editors and Proprietors. Terms invariably in advance. 

Bates of Subscription: 

One Year $12.00 

Six months 7.00 

Three months 4.00 

Single copies .50 

Bates of Advertising: 

For one insertion, one square $5.00 

One square (10 lines or less) 4 insertions 8.00 
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"All advertisements of half column or more will be inserted by 
special contract. 

"Advertisement to insnre insertion must be handed in as early 
as Monday^ and the nmnber of insertions noted on the margin." 

Taken from the Boise News^ pnblished at Idaho City, Saturday 
January 23, 1864. 
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Boise City, Thursday, Sqatember 15, 1864. James S. Reynolds & 
Co., Proprietors. 

Terms of Subscription: 

copy one weds, payable to carrier $ 1.00 

copy one month by mail or express 0.00 

copy S months by mail or express 6.00 

copy 6 months by mail or express 10.00 

copy one year by mail 20.00 

Agents supplied on liberal terms. 
Terms invariable in advance. 

Rates of Advertising: 

square, (10 lines or less) 1 insertion $ 3.00 

square, 2 insertions 4.00 

square, one weds 5.00 

square, one month 10.00 

square, two months 15.00 

square, three months 20.00 

square, six months 30.00 

^ column, 1 insertion 5.00 

^ column, 1 week 10.00 

% column, 1 month 15.00 

^ column, 3 months 30.00 

y^ column 6 months 50.00 

^ column, 1 insertion 8.00 

^ column, 1 week 15.00 

^ column, 1 month 25.00 

^ column, 3 months 60.00 

% column, 6 months 90.00 

1 column, 1 insertion 15.00 

1 column, 1 week 30.00 

1 column, 1 month 45.00 

1 column, 3 months 90.00 

1 column, 6 months 150.00 

Transient advertisements to insure insertion must be paid for 
in advance. 
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Special notices charged for at the rate of one dollar a line^ 
each insertion. 

Office comer of Main and Sixth Streets." 

From Idaho Statesman of September 15^ 1864: 

"Personal. — Governor Wallace (now delegate to Congress) and 
his lady arrived in town last Tuesday and pnt np at the Iowa 
House. The Governor started for Owyhee yesterday mornings 
whence he will retom in a few days and address his constituents 
at this place. Notice will be given. Col. Drew also started back to 
join his command." 

From Idaho Statesman of October 8th^ 1864: 

"Governor Lyons arrived at the Fort late last evening. He was 
greeted by the firing of cannon. We have not had a chance to 
take him by the hand^ but shall today and bid him a hearty wel- 



come." 



From Idaho Statesman^ October 19^ 1865: 

"Several of our hotels have raised the price from twelve to four- 
teen dollars per week for board. The next fluctuation in the price 
of flour will very likely produce another change. They are fre- 
quent." 

From the Idaho Statesman: 

First National Bank of Idaho^ Boise^ I. T. 

Authorized capital^ $500^000.00^ with circulation. Paid up capi- 
tal> $100,000.00. 

Organised March 11, 1867, under act of Congress, approved 
June 8rd, 1864. 

(Signed) B. M. DuRell, President. 
(Signed) C. W. Moore, Cashier. 

Correspondents and Agents: 

National Bank of North American, New York City. 

National Bank of Commerce, Boston, Mass. 

Union National Bank, Philadelphia, Pa. 

First National Bank of St. Louis, St. Louis, Mo. 

Bank of CaUfomia, San Francisco, Cal. 

Ladd & Tilton, Portland, Oregon. 

B. M. DuRell & Co., Idaho City, Idaho. 

DuRell ft Moore, Silver City, Idaho. 

(This bank is still in existence on a large scale in Boise, and C. 
W. Moore is the President.) 

From the Idaho Statesman, March 9> 1867: 

"The latest information from General Crook is that he is on his 
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way to Harney Lake. He had gobbled a few Bodtf on the waj, 
bat had not had any important engagement. Ho expects to find In- 
dians more plenty at the point of destination,** 

From the Idaho Statesman, March 14th, 1807: 

"Special Notice: — ^Fire Company. — ^There will be a meeting of 
the dtiaens of Boise City held at the Coort House on Friday even- 
ing at 7 o*clock for the purpose of organising a Hook and Ladder 
Company. A general attendance is desired." 

From the Idaho Statesman, March SO, 1867: 

"General Cartee intends to start next week to locdc for a proper 
initial point from which to commence the pablic surveys." 

(This was the beginning of the surreys of Idaho.) 

From Idaho tri-weekly Statesman, July 87, 1867, Jas. S. R^- 
nolds, Editor. Volume IV: 

"Today the Statesman conmiences the fourth year of its publica- 
tion. Three years ago we issued the first number of the tri-weekly 
with no U. S. mail running nearer Boise City than Umatilla in Ore- 
gon, and no express except a pony which was run between Humbolt 
and Idaho City by the lamented McCommons, who afterwards lost 
his life by the Indians. The prospects did not look very encour- 
aging to start a newspaper of any kind in Boise City at that time, 
and every one predicted that the Statesman would fail in three 
months. It has, however, made its tri-weekly appearance ever since. 
In a few weeks after its first appearance. Wells, Fargo ft Co., es- 
tablished an office here for their express, and Ben HoUiday com- 
menced the regular trips of his overland stage from Salt Lake to 
Umatilla.The placer mines of Idaho were then in their period of 
highest productiveness, and all manner of excitement ran at the 
very highest speed. Speculations were abundant and further hopes 
looked as big as continents. They have not in every instance been 
realized. The metaliferous veins of quarts just begun to be dis- 
covered, and their extreme richness promised such great develop- 
ments that Idaho was looked upon as the richest spot on earth and 
the place to secure the largest fortune in the shortest space of 
time. The development and progress of the country has been very 
much slower than was then anticipated. We all expected before 
this time to see twenty quarts mills in successful operation, where 
there is one now. And this is the chief and about' the only disap- 
pointment there is to note. Various causes have contributed to re- 
tard the development of the quarts mines of Idaho. They cannot 
be enumerated here, but we will say in candor and earnestness that 
no man whose opinion is worth an3rthing and who knows anything 
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about the subject^ but is now oonvinced that oia mines are richer 
and more numeroiis than they were ever before believed to be. Our 
mines are as good^ yes^ many of them are far better than was dream- 
ed of three years ago; but there have been less capital and labor 
intelligently expended in making them productive than we hoped 
to see. During these three years some important changes have tak- 
en place in Idaho. Like all placer mines^ ours are beginning to show 
signs of wearing out. There is consequently not the same periodical 
rush in the spring that there was then. Nearly all the loose and mi- 
gratory population has drifted away and left the country possessed 
of only permanept settlers. Then every artide of consumption was 
brought from Oregon or California. Now the valley produces enough 
for home consumption. The price of oats and barley has been re- 
duced from 18 and 20 cents per pound to S cents per pound, and 
all other farm produce in proportion. The price of lumber is re- 
duced from one hundred dollars per one thousand feet to forty 
dollars, and the cost of living, more than one-half. Boise City, from 
being no place at all, has grown to be the most important in the 
territory, and will soon number the largest population. Six lines 
of stages on four different routes arrive and depart each day. 
Another one if not two more will shortly be added to this number. 
Wells, Fargo 8c Co. dispatch daily their express in four directions 
and thirty different U. S. mails arrive and depart each week. It 
has already become the central point of business, and more improve- 
ments are now going on than at any previous time. Three years ago 
the Boise and Payette valleys were just being settled by the first 
squatters that took possession. The Boise valley is now almost one 
continuous field for fifty miles in length on both sides of the river, 
dotted every now and then with orchards just beginning to bear 
their first specimen fruits. 

"The capabilities of soil and climate have been so far tested as 
to establish our independence of foreign produce in the future. A 
few companies have failed in mining, but not until they had de- 
veloped and established the fact that it is useless to seek elsewhere 
for richer mines; while many more are slowly opening their mines 
and surely laying the foundation for fortunes. All things consid- 
ered, Idaho Territory was never at any time really so prosperous 
as at the present time. The general decline of business consequent 
upon the wearing out of the placer mines, was looked for by every 
sensible man. But the growth of quarts interests has not equalled 
expectation. 

"We begin, however, our fourth year's work in Idaho as cheer- 
fully as we did the first, and with greater assurance that the 
Statesman will continue to make its appearance as heretofore. We 
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propose making no promises for the fatore except this: That the 
Statesman is a fixed institution and that we shall continne to en- 
courage as well as we are able^ but without exaggeration, e^erj 
material interest in the Territory. The support we receive in the 
drculation of the paper ^d its advertising patronage are sof H- 
dent evidence to as that we have in a good degree met the expec- 
tations of the people/' 

(We have copied the above from the pen of James S. Beynolds, 
because it gives a fair statement of the condition of things in gen- 
eral in southern Idaho at that time. Mr. Reynolds passed away 
some years ago, but his writings are still with us. May he rest in 
peace!) 

From the Idaho Statesman, November 14, 1867. (Written by 
Jas. S. Reynolds, Editor.) 

"For Brothers and Sisters: Family intimacies shodLd never make 
brothers and sisters forget to be polite and sympathetic to each 
other. Those who contract thoughtless habits towards the mem- 
bers of their own family will be rude and thoughtless to all the 
world. But let the family intercourse be true, tender and affec- 
tionate and the manners of all be uniformly genteel and consider- 
ate, and the members of the family thus trained will carry into 
the world and society the habits of their childhood. They will re- 
quire in their associates similar qualities. They will not be satis- 
fied without mutual esteem, and the cultivation of the best affec- 
tions and their own character will be sustained by that faith in 
goodness which belongs to a mind . exercised in pure and high 
thoughts." 



CHAPTER LX. 

CRKATION AND ORGANIZATION OF COUNTIB8 IN IDAHO ^ARBA OF LAND 

IN ACRBS IN BACH COUNTT eURYBTBD AND UNSURYBTBD— 

MIUTART, INDIAN AND FORB8T RBflBRYATIONS AND 
ARBA OF LAKB8 UP TO DBCBMBBR^ 1907. 

Before the passage of the act of Congress creating the Territory 
of Idaho^ approved March S, 1B63, the legislature of Washington 
territory had by legislative enactment created four counties in that 
portion of Idaho taken from Washington Territory^ viz.^ Shoshone, 
Nez Perce, Idaho and Boise comities. The last three comities nam- 
ed had or^;anized and had their comity governments in operation. 
The first comity created by act of the first session was Owyhee 
comity. It embraced all territory south of Snake river and west of 
the Rocky Momitains. Approved Dec. 81st, 1868. The second was 
Oneida, oat of the eastern portion of Owyhee comity. Act of Jan. 
22, 1864. (p. 625.) At this first session of the territorial legislature 
of Idaho, an act was passed re-bonnding and organizing these 
same four counties that had been created by act of the Washington 
territory legislature, without any apparent change, viz., Nez Perce, 
Shoshone, Idaho and Boise comities. In the same act the counties 
of Alturas and Owyhee were organized and Owyhee county was re- 
bounded, thus creating and authorizing the organization of six 
comities in one act, which act was approved February 4th, 1864. 
(See pp. 688 to 680, inclusive, 1st Session laws.) 

Ada county was created out of the southern and western portion 
of Boise county by legislative act at the 2nd session. Approved Dec. 
22, 1864. (See p. 480, 2nd Session laws.) 

Latah and Kootenai counties were created out of the north-west- 
em portion of Idaho by legislative act at the second session. Ap- 
proved December 22, 1864. (See p. 482, 2nd Session Laws.) These 
counties did not organise for several years later, but remained and 
^ acted as a part of Nez Perce until organized, of which mention will 
be made later. 

Lemhi county was created out of the southeastern part of Idaho 
county and was organized in 1869 under an act passed at the fifth 
session of the legislature, approved January 9> 1869- All of these 
nine counties have been spoken of before in Chapter 20. 

The next county created was Bear Lake, which was created out 
of the southeastern portion of Oneida county by an act passed at 
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the eighth seMion of the legislature and approred January 5th^ 
1875. 

Washington coonty was created out of the northwestern portion 
of Ada county by an act passed at the 10th session of the legisla- 
ture^ approved February 20th^ 1879- 

Cassia county was created out of the eastern portion of Owyhee 
county and the western portion of Oneida, by act of the 10th ses- 
sion^ approved February SOth, 1879* 

Custer county was created out of a portion of the northeastern 
part of Alturas county and the western portion of Lemhi county, by 
legislative act passed at the 11th session, and approved January 8, 
1881. 

Kootenai county, of which we have spoken, appears to have int- 
ganised and put her county government into operation in 1881, un- 
der the old creative act of Dec ££nd, 1864. 

Latah county appears to have organised and put her county gov- 
ernment into operation in 1888, under the old creative act of Decem- 
ber 22nd, 1864. 

Bingham county was created out of the northern and eastern por- 
tions of Oneida county by act of the 18th session of the legislature, 
approved January 13, 1885. 

Elmore county was created out of the Southwestern portion of 
Alturas county by an act of the 15th session of the territorial leg- 
islature, approved February 7, 1889. 

Logan county was by the same act created out of the southern 
part of Alturas county. 

Canyon county was created out of the southwestern portion of 
Ada county by act of the first state legislature, approved March 7, 

1891. 

Fremont county was created out of the northern portion of Bing^ 
ham county by act of the 2nd session of the state legislature, ap- 
proved March 4, 1898. 

Bannock county was created out of the southern portion of Bing- 
ham county at the same session. The act was approved March 6th, 
1893. 

These compose all the counties in Idaho up to January 1, 1907, 
except that the boundary lines and the names of Alturas and Lo- 
gan counties were changed at the 8rd session of the state legisla- 
ture in 1895. The name of Alturas was changed to that of Blaine, 
and the name of Logan, to that of Lincoln. I shall not give any 
statement of the different kinds of legislation and litigation had 
over the territory embraced in these two last named counties, cover- 
ing a period of about nine years, involving great expense, unrest 
and some bad feeling. After this, Alturas county will be dropped, 
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and Blaine county will take its place^ and Lincoln connty will take 
the place of Logan county in this and farther writings. 

Twin Falls coonty was created out of the western portion of Cas- 
sia county by act of the 9th session of the state legislature approv- 
ed Feb. 21, 1907. 

Bonner connty was created out of the northern portion of Koo- 
tenai county, by act of the 9th session of the state legislature, ap- 
proved February 21, 1907. 

This completes the names and number, twenty-three, of counties 
in Idaho on December 1, 1907. AU of them have their county gov- 
ernments IP operation. 

We are under obligations to U. S. Surveyor General, Em C. £ag- 
leson, for the following letter and table: 

"Boise, Idaho, February £7, 1908. 
"Mr. John Hailey, 

Secretary Pioneer Special. 
I enclose herewith a statement I had prepared on December 1, 
1907, giving total areas of counties surveyed and unsurv^ed, mili- 
tary, Indian and forest reservations, as well as the lake area of 
Idaho, also comparative diagrams taking the area of Delaware as 
Unit and comparing the same with Indian and forest reservations, 
surveyed and unsurveyed lands and the total area of the State. 

"The areas given, I think, will be found absolutely correct for 
all of the counties except Fremont and Lemhi. The returns of the 
survey of the Idaho-Montana boundary along said counties were 
not available at the time of making the above calculation. The to- 
tals, however, in said counties will differ very little from the 
above figures when the final calculations are made. 

Very respectfully, 
(Signed) Em. C. Eagleson, 
U. S. Surveyor General for Idaho. 
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CHAPTER LXI. 



BA&LT SBTTLBB8 IN IDAHO. 



What might be called the first permaDent settlement, made in 
what is now Idaho, was made by the Rev. Henry Spanlding at 
what is known as the Lapwai Agency on the Clearwater river, 
twelve miles above where Lewiston now stands, in the year 1836. 
True, a few Catholic priests had passed through the country but 
none made settlement. Old Fort Hall was built in 1834 by Capt. 
Nathalin Weyth, and old Fort Boise was built by the Hudson Bay 
Trapping Company in 1835. But neither of these could be regarded 
as permanent settlements as they were built solely for trading and 
trapping stations. Mr. Spaulding, with his wife and a few other 
Americans, built this Lapwai station in 1836 for a permanent set- 
tlement for the purpose of civilizing, educating, and christinixing 
the Nez Perce Indians. Mr. Spaulding succeeded so well in his un- 
dertaking that this tribe of Indians gave but little trouble other than 
the Joseph band which was in the northeastern portion of Oregon. 

Mr. Spaulding succeeded in getting a small printing press at his 
station from Honolulu, the first that we have any account of ever 
having been brought to the northwest Pacific coast. He had school 
books printed, also a part of the New Testament — ^the Oospel of 
St. Matthew — ^printed in the Nez Peroe Indian language, and some 
books in the jargon language. This was soon learned by both In- 
dians and whites. They could talk understandingly on almost any 
subject. This language was almost universally used in conversation 
between the whites and the Indians in Oregon and Washington Ter- 
ritory for many years. Thousands of Indians who could not speak 
or understand any of our English language soon learned to speak 
the jargon fluently, so that they could talk with the whites under- 
standingly. For the great sacrifice made and the noble work done 
by the Rev. Spaulding and his wife, their memory should be revered 
by all the people of Idaho. These good missionariese had to leave 
their home mission in 1847 on account of the war waged by the Cay- 
use Indians. They were escorted by Peter Ogden's men of the Hud- 
son Bay Company safely to old Fort Wallula, at which place they 
joined other white people and went down safely to Oregon City. 
But the good work they did among the Nez Perce Indians had the 
effect of keeping them at peace with the whites ever after. 

The next permanent white American settler was Wm. Craig, who 
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appears to have oome into the Nes Perce country from one of the 
western states with his wife (who was a half-breed Indian woman) 
in aboat the year 1842^ and settled on a tract of land which was lat- 
er within the boundaries of the Nes Perce Indian resetratioiL Mr. 
Craig seemed to understand how to get along peacefollj with the 
Indians. He lived there for many years and until he died^ often ren- 
dered valuable service to the whites in the settlement and develop- 
ment of that portion of the country in the early sixties. 

The next attempted settlement was made by a small party of 
Mormons in what is now a portion of Lemhi county in the eastern 
portion of Idaho^ in 1855. They built what was called old Lort 
Lemhi and began the cultivation of some of the agricultural land 
with the view of making permanent homes^ but after some two 
years stay, the Indians became so troublesome they were forced to 
leave and return to Utah territory from whence they had come. 

The next permanent settlement made in what is now Idaho ap- 
pears to have been in and around where Lewiston now stands at the 
junction of the Clearwater river with the Snake, in I860, and also 
a few prospectors for gold mines in the southern portion of Sho- 
shone county at the small mining camps later called Pierce City, 
Orofino and Elk City. Placer gold having been discovered in these 
small camps, quite a number came in I860, and more in 1861. In 
1861, more extensive and richer placer mines were discovered fur- 
there east in the mountains at a place called Florence, a few miles 
from the Salmon river, now in Idaho county. There was a great rush 
for these mines, several thousand people went in. A few did well, 
while many were losers. This rush of people to the mining canqps 
gave the people and town of Lewiston quite a boost as Lewiston was 
situated at the head of steamboat navigation on the Snake river. 
There were quite a number of busioess houses erected there in 1862. 
The material consisted principally of board sidings and canvas roofs. 
In the summer of 1862, another placer mining camp was discovered 
south of the Salmon river called Warrens which was not very rich 
nor extensive. Late in the fall of 1862, more extensive and much 
richer placer mines were discovered in what is known as Boise Ba- 
sin LD Boise county which attracted people from all over this coast. 

The reader must bear in mind that when all these mines were dis- 
covered and towns and settlements made, in what is now Idaho, up 
to March 8, 1868, Idaho was a portion of Washington territory, and 
the Territorial laws of Washington territory extended over us. A 
few locations of farming land were made in the Boise and Payette 
valleys prior to the year 1868. 

On December 20, 1861, the Legislature of Washington territory 
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paued an act to "create and organise Idaho coonty/' and on the 
same day passed an act "to create and organise Nes Perce county/' 
and on December %1, 1861^ passed an act to "establish and define 
the boundaries of Shoshone county." (See pages 3 and 4^ Ninth Reg- 
ular Session Laws^ held at Olympia, W. T.^ 1861 and 1862.) 

At their next session held in 1862 and 1868 they passed an act 
"to create and organize Boise county." So at the time Idaho was 
ereated by act of Congress^ approved March S, 1868^ we had 
three organised counties^ vis.^ Nes Perce^ Idaho and Boise, and the 
boundary lines of Shoshone county established by law but no orga* 
nisation. 

Soon after the approval of the act of Congress of March 8, 1868, 
the President of the United States appointed a corps of territorial 
officers for the territory of Idaho, towit: On March 10, 1868, Will- 
iam H. Wallace, Governor, William B. Daniels, Secretary, Sidney 
Edgerton, Chief Justice, Alex C. Smith and Samuel Parks, Associ- 
ate Justices. Dolphus Payne was appointed U. S. Marshal on March 
18, 1868. There does not appear to have been any person to accept 
the position of U. S. Attorney until February 9Q, 1864, when George 
C. Hough was appointed. Most of these officers were in the east 
when appointed, and did not get out here for some considerable 
time, owing to the long, slow and roundabout way. They had to 
come by water from the east to the Pacific coast. We have no rec- 
ord of the exact date of their arrival, but presume the Governor 
arrived some time in the following July as his appointment of 
John M. Bacon, Territorial Auditor, was made July 28, 1868. 
Derrick S. Kenyon was appointed Territorial Treasurer Septem- 
ber 7, 1868. 

The delay of the Federal officials in getting to Idaho did not 
stop the wild rush of people to the ridi placer gold mines in 
Boise Basin, situated in Boise County which had been discovered in 
the fall of 1862. They came in large numbers, horseback and 
afoot. A few made selections of agricultural lands and built 
cabins thereon. Major Lugeanbeal with a detachment of U. S. 
troops located the present military post. Fort Boise, early in 
July, 1868. A few days later, Cyrus Jacobs, Thomas Davis, H. C. 
Riggs and a few others laid out and started the present town of 
Boise. 

Section 4 of the act of Congress creating a territorial govern- 
ment for Idaho, provides among other things "that the Governor, 
previous to the first election, shall cause a census of enumeration 
to be made of the voters and divide the territory into legislative 
districts, apportion the numbers for each district, call an election. 
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canvass the retoms^ isstie certificates of dectioiis^ name the place 

for them to meet^ etc 
The first election was called and held on October SI, 186S. 

The time and place appointed and directed by the Governor for 
^ the Legislature to meet was on the seventh day of December, 

\ 1868, at LewifltOQ. 



CHAPTER LXII. 

THE HISTORICAL SOCISTT OP THS STATS OF IDAHO. 

This Society was created by act of the Ninth Session of the leg- 
islature of the State of Idaho, approved March 12, 1907. The 
act did not take effect until sixty days after the adjournment of 
the session. The act provided for the taking over of the property 
holdings of the Historical Society of Idaho Pioneers, a corporation 
organized first on February 10th, 1881, when articles of incorpora- 
tion were filed in the office of the Secretary of the Territory. In 
1896 they re-incorporated and filed Articles of Re-Incorporation 
with the Secretary of State on March Srd. 

The act of March 12th, 1907, provided, among other things, 
that the Governor should appoint three trustees who should have 
control of the property taken over from the old Pioneer Society, 
to "manage and conserve the same for the use and benefit of the 
State.'' The act also provided that the trustees should appoint a 
Librarian to care for and keep this property on exhibition for the 
benefit of the people. Other duties of the Librarian are set forth 
in the act as follows: 

"Section 2. — First, to collect books, maps, charts and other pap- 
ers and materialB illustrative of the history of this state in partic- 
ular and generally of the northwest. 

Second. To procure from pioneers narratives of their exploits, 
perils and adventures. 

Third. To procure facts and statements relative to the history, 
progress and decay of the Indian tribes within the state. 

Fourth. To collect and preserve fossils, spedmens of ores and 
mineral objects, curiosities connected with the history or other ma- 
terial as will tend to facilitate historical, scientific and antiquar- 
ian research. 

Fifth. To bind, catalogue, and carefully preserve all unbound 
books, manuscripts, pamphlets and especially newspaper files con- 
taining legal notices, now in its possession or which it may here- 
after receive. 

Sixth. To biennially prepare for publication a report of its 
collections and such other matters relating to the tranasactions of 
the society as may be useful to the public. 

Seventh. To keep its rooms open at reasonable hours on busi* 



3U THE HISTORY OF IDAHO 

neM days for the reception of the dtisens of this state and others 
who may wish to yisit the same." 

The governor appointed Hon. James A. Pinney, Prof. H. L. 
Talkington and Mrs. Leona Cartee as the Board of Trustees, and 
designated the Senate Chamber in the Capitol bnilding as a tem- 
porary place for the Historical room. 

The trustees appointed a Librarian, and on the 7th day of May, 
1907, all of the property, relics, etc., taken over from the Pioneer 
organisation, were moved into the room named in the Capitol 
bnilding, by the librarian, and placed on exhibition. The room has 
been kept open from 9- A. M. to 12 M., and from 1 :S0 P. M. to 5 
P. M. each business day for the public to inspect what we have. 
Since the opening of this Historical Ro<nn, the librarian has ad- 
ded to the small collection to commence with, quite a large num- 
ber of interesting and instmctive articles of various kinds, too 
nmnerons to mention here, all of which the public is cordially in- 
vited to come and see, free of charge. 

We also tender oar sincere thanks to all who have contributed 
articles of various kinds to help build up and make this Historical 
Room an interesting place for visitors, and we trust that the val- 
uable assistance given to this institution in the way of contributions 
in the past will be continued in the future. 

The state furnishes a room in which to place articles on exhibi- 
tion and pays the librarian to take care of the room and exhibits; 
also pays incidental expenses of the office, including freight or 
express charges on articles contributed and sent here from a dis- 
tance. Inasmuch as this institution is supported by the state for the 
especial benefit of the people, it is our earnest hope that the people 
of Idaho will feel that they all have an interest in this Historical 
exhibit, and that they all have a right to come and see, and that each 
and every one has the privilege to and will contribute something to 
help make this institution the pride of all the people of Idaho. 
Each person is given credit for all he or she contributes. 

JOHN HAILEY, 
Librarian of State Historical Society. 



CHAPTER LXIIL 

THX STATUS OF THS DIFFSRSNT TRIBES OF INDIANS LOCATBD IN THB 
TKBRITORT OF IDAHO AT THX BEGINNING OF THB TBAB ISJK^ 

We have already said a great deal about the wars and trouble 
between the white people and the Indians. The last, as before 
stated, ended in the capture and taking to Vanoonver of a small 
band of Renegades by United States troops in 1879- 

The year before this, most of the Indians had settled down 
on their respective reservations, and under instructions of the In- 
dian agents had devoted at least a part of their time to agricultur- 
al pursuits. 

In our last Territorial Governor's report to the Secretary of the 
Interior, the late Governor, Geo. L. Shoup, had taken great pains 
to ascertain from the different Indian agents in Idaho, the status, 
holdings and doings of the different tribes of Indians in Idaho 
for the year 1889« Believing the Governor's report to be substan- 
tially correct, I shall copy the statistical portion of his report from 
each Indian leservation. 

NBZ PBRCB INDIAN RESERVATION. 

"This reservation contains nearly 750,000 acres. The allotment of 
lands under the Severalty Act to the Indians is progressing satis- 
factorily with but little opposition on the part of the Indians. The 
land on this reservation is excellent, producing all kinds of grain, 
and vegetables mature well with a large yield per acre without ir- 
rigation. Some of the Indians have good orchards, producing a 
variety of fine fruit. 

"About 290 families of these Indians are engaged in fanning 
and cultivate about 6,000 acres. 

"Population of Nes Perce Indians in 1889: 

Male Indians 700 

Female Indians 750 

Total 1450 

Wheat, oats and com raised in 1889 47,000 bushels 

Vegetables raised in 1889 9,500 bushels 

A large amount of hay, beans, peas, turnips, squashes, 

melons, etc, not reported. 

Head 
Horses on hand owned by Indians 14,000 
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Cattle on hand owned by Indians 6,000 

Hogs on hand owned bj Indians 500 

Fowls on hand owned by Indians 2^00 

In addition to this they raised a few mules and sheep. 

LBlfHI UUinYATION. 

This reservation is on the Lemhi river in Lemhi ooonty. It has 
an estimated area of 120,000 acres, most of which is mountainoos 
and rolling hills. This is a poor selection for an Indian reserva- 
tion. Recommends these Indians be pat on the Fort Hall reserva- 
tion where they can have good homes. 

Population of Indians in 1889: 

Male Indians 524 

Female Indians 265 

Total 789 

Wheat and oats raised 8,500 bnshek 

Vegetables raised 2,000 bushels 

Hay raised 75 tons 

Head 

Horses and mules owned 8,008 

Cattle owned 75 

Fowls owned 20 

Land cultivated 800 



FORT HALL INDIAN RSSB&YATION. 

This reservation is the largest and perhaps the best in the Ter- 
ritory. Its location is in Bannock County, and is occupied by the 
Bannock and Shoshone Indians. It has an area of nearly 1,200,000 
acres, nearly one-half of which is excellent farming land, with a 
fine lot of graving land on the low rolling hills. 

Population of Indians in 1889: 

Male Indians 785 

Female Indians 808 

Total 1598 

Wheat, oats, barley and com raised in 1889 8,975 bushels 

Potatoes and other vegetables raised in 1889 1,990 bushels 

A large number of melons raised in 1889 

Hay raised in 1889 1,800 tons 

Horses owned by Indians in 1889 6,140 head 

Cattle owned by Indians in 1889 1,000 head 

Hogs owned by Indians in 1889 50 head 

Fowls owned by Indians in 1889 400 head 
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Land caltiyated by Indians in 1889 1^100 acres 

COKUR d'aLKNB INDIAN RB8BRYATION. 

This reservation is situated in Kootenai Comity. It is estimated 
to contain about 600,000 acres of land. It has some good agricol- 
toral land, but the larger portion is mountainous with a consider- 
able amount of timber. It is occupied by the Coeur d'Alene tribe 
of Indians. Their number is: 

Males in 1889 208 

Females in 1889 215 

Total «8 

They cultivate 7,000 acres of land, and raised: 

In 1889^ wheat, oats, barley and com 78,100 bushels 

In 1889, vegetables 11,250 bushels 

In 1889, hay 1,000 tons 

They owned horses and mules 1,010 head 

They owned cattle 800 head 

They owned hogs 400 head 

They owned fowls 600 head 

These Indians all live in houses. They have most all adopted 
the white man's custom of living, dressing, farming, education, etc. 

KOOTENAI INDIAN RSSBRYATION. 

The Kootenai Indians are a small tribe consisting of about 218 
souls, who appear to have no permanent home or reservation. They 
live in the northern part of Kootenai County along the Kootenai 
River near the boundary line of the British possessions, and live by 
hunting and fishing. They do not appear to have advanced much 
in civilisation. 

DUCK VALLEY INDIAN RSSBRYATION. 

This reservation is estimated to contain about 140,000 acres, 
about one-half of which is situated in the southern portion of 
Owyhee County, Idaho, and the other half in the northern portion 
of Nevada, covering a part of the boundary line between Idaho 
and Nevada with an agency established on that part located in 
Nevada. 

We have no census of the Indians on this reservation. It ap- 
pears to be occupied by fractions of different tribes of Indians, in- 
cluding some Shoshones, Bruneaus, Snakes and Digger Indians of 
not a very high grade. As to how they are progressing or what 
they own, I do not know. 

Taken altogether, Indian affairs in Idaho at the beginning of 
the year 1890 were in a fairly good condition, much better and 
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much more Midsf actory than ever before. Thej were all peaceful 
at this time, with every indication that they woold remain at peace 
with the whites in the fntore. Many of them had selected their 
land for permanent homes under the Severalty Land Act, and 
seemed to have abandoned their nomadic customs and settled down 
to work to improve and cultivate their land with the view of mak- 
ing permanent homes and an honest living. The younger ones were 
making fairly good progress in education at the schools which were 
kept and supported by the general government at the different 
agencies. Taken all in all, the condition of Indian affairs in Idaho 
at the beginning of the year 1890 was very satisfactory. 

As to the increase or decrease of these Indians, I have no rdiable 
statistics ; but I am satisfied that most of these tribes have greatly 
decreased since the organisation of this Territory in 1868. 



CHAPTER LXIV, 

intsrutino history fbom ths pen 07 jud botakiv, ovx of 

Idaho's pionxbr bditobs. 

A few eyenings ago some old Idahoans met and, with cigar 
lighted, fell into a reminiscent mood, indulging in stories of earlj 
days long past when these grissled pioneers were jonng men with 
smooth faces, and Idaho was a part of Washington Territory with 
more Indians on its trails than white men. The conversation 
turned on great Atlanta, which at this time is attracting so much at- 
tention. The "Democrat" learned it was discovered in 186S by a 
party of prospectors who left Warren diggings on the 5th of Jnly 
that year for the purpose of prospecting on the upper tributaries 
of the South Fork of the Salmon River, a region which at that 
time had never been trodden by the foot of white man. The party 
numbered twenty-three men, Frank R. CofBn being one of them 
and the only one at this time known to be a resident of Idaho. All 
of them had mined at Florence the previous year, a fabulously rich 
placer eamp, situated in a basin twelve miles from the main Sal- 
mon. They were now going to look for a similar basin, which they 
felt certain would be found in the wild and rugged mountains they 
were going to explore. Nothing of value was discovered until 
reaching Stanley Basin, named for Capt. John Stazdey, the eld- 
est man of the party. There they found gold on two different 
gulches, but to work them involved the bringing of water a long 
distance. The remoteness of the country from supplies and the 
feeling of uneasiness on account of fresh Indian signs on their trail 
made it inadvisable, if not impossible, for them to avail themselves 
of what in after years proved to be a rich placer camp. 

At Stazdey the party divided and separated, thirteen under the 
leadership of Joe Haines returned to Warren diggings. Attempt- 
ing to go back by following the river, they got into deep canyons 
where they had to abandon their horses, after killing some of them 
for food. Enduring great hardships and losing one of their num- 
ber by death, twelve out of the unlucky thirteen reached Warren. 

The party of ten, consisting of Capt. Stazdey, Bamy Parke, Ed 
Deeming, Jack Frowd, Ben Douglas, Dan Lake, Mat Gardner, 
Frank Coffin, Lee Montgomery and one whose name has been 
lost, left Stanley the same day the returning party did. As their 
provisions were nearly gone, they hoped soon to find a pass 
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through the monntama that would lead them to Boise County^ or 
Bannock, as Idaho City was called at that time. Thej had gone 
about fifteen miles over the old Indian trail east of Stanley, when 
suddenly and unexpectedly they came onto a band of about sixty 
Indians camped on a large creek. In the twinkling of an eye the 
Indians disappeared in the tamarack timber beyond them. Here 
was a poser that called for a council of war. Dropping back on 
the trail behind the point that had brought them in view of the 
Indians, the yeteran Stazdey was appealed to for advice, but alas! 
he who had been through the fire of a scene of desperate Indian 
battles, and bore on his weather-beaten frame the scars as unmis- 
takable evidence of his courage, was no longer a leader. The old 
man's nerve was gone. He begged and implored the party to turn 
back on the trail and overtake the Haines company. 

In a short time after the Indians vanished in the timber, seven 
of them rode out in sight with superb grace and dignity and one 
of them dismounted, divested himself of his blanket and accou- 
trements, laid his riflle on the ground at his feet, and, raising his 
open hand, made signs that he would like for one of the white 
men to meet him unarmed on the open ground between the two 
parties. Frank Coffin being an accomplished Chinook linguist, 
was selected to meet the gallant brave. Observing the same for- 
mality that his red brother had, he proceeeded to the ground 
designated by the Indian for the talk. When they met the Indian 
extended his hand, and with many assurances in poorly spoken 
Chinook but very sxpressive sign-language, convinced Coffin that 
his people did not want to fight. The representative of the white 
men, in elegant Chinook and with much impressive gesture, as- 
sured the red men that neither were his men on the war path, 
but were gold hunters on the way to Boise County. The red am- 
bassador was a splendid specimen of the North American savage, 
young, graceful and supple as a leopard. On his way to Mon- 
tana in 1867, Coffin met this Indian again on Wood River near 
where the town of Bellevue now stands. The brave in his reoog^ 
nition referred to Coffin's moustache, which had been added since 
their meeting in 1863, and reminded his white friend that he 
was no longer a papoose chief. 

Proceeding a few miles along the trail from where they met 
the Indians, they left it and bore directly for what appeared to 
be a low pass over the range, but after floundering around 
for two days in the timber and brush, they were confronted with 
towering cliffs and lofty perpendicular mountain walls that barri- 
caded their path. They had reached an elevation that enabled 
ihem to see that they would have to return to the trail they had 
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left and travel further east before they could get over the range. 
Retracing their steps they struck the trail not far from where thej 
had left it three days before. 

Near where they came to the trail again, on a freshly blazed 
tree, the adventurers read a history of their sensational meeting 
with the Indians in a beautiful pictograph. It was about £re 
feet long and eighteen inches wide, and on its surface the artist 
had done his work so well in red and black pigment that every 
one of the ten men read it at once. On the upper end of the 
blase he had painted the figures of nine men and horses, repre- 
senting the number the white men had, and their only dog. On 
the lower end of the pictograph six mounted Indians and one 
riderless horse appeared, not far from which the artist had painted 
a rifle and the accoutrements of which the Indian had divested 
himself. In the middle of the picture the two ambassadors were 
represented with clasped hands. Between them and the £gart 
representing the white company, the artist had painted a miner's 
pick, near which was an arrow pointing in the direction the white 
men had gone. There was no mistaking the object of the picto- 
graph; it was to advise their people passing that way that there 
may be or had been a party of gold hunters in the country. 



CHAPTER LXV. 

8TORT OF BRICB TSLL8 OF RXtCUB OF MANUSL's CHILD. 

The Lewfston Tribune received a copy of the Butte Inter- 
Monntain^ containing an account of the death of Pat Brice, die 
hero of the Nei Perce war of 1877 and reference to whose death 
was made in the Tribune yesterday morning. The Butte paper 
publishes the story from Anaconda where Brice died of Bright's 
disease and says: 

''His story, one of the bravest recorded in the West, has been 
told in prose and verse in many ways, but he was prevailed upon 
to give it from his own lips two years ago to an Inter-Mountain 
reporter. It is as follows and bears repeating: 

"It was in June, 1877> that I started from Oregon to go to War- 
ren's mining camp in Idaho following my pursuit of prospecting. I 
had a saddle horse, gun and usual outfit. I had not heard of any 
trouble with the Indians and therefore was taken completely by 
surprise when, near the crossing of the Whitebird River, a band 
of about twenty-five Nes Perces came upon me suddenly and made 
me a prisoner. 

"They took my horse and blankets and most of them wanted 
to kill me on the spot, but an Indian I had met before interceded 
in my behalf, telling them that I was a friend of his and had 
never done them any harm. While they were discussing the di- 
vision of my outfit, the Indian, whose name I shall never forget, 
queer as it sounds, 'Mozmoose,' it was, told me of the decision 
of the Nes Perces to go to their old home, and that they were on 
the warpath; unless I could hide in the brush, the main body of 
the tribe now only a mile away would surely kill me if I was found 
in that section. Seizing an opportune moment I slipped away into 
the brush as he had directed and lay quiet until darkness came on. 

"I kept along the bed of the creek then in an effort to escape, 
but I had gone but a few rods when I heard a child's voice sob- 
bing and crying. I knew it was a white child as she kept calling 
for her mama in English, so I made a search until I found her. 
A little girl I should judge about six years of age, whose name I 
learned was Maggie Manuel. From what she told me I thought 
her people had been killed by the Indians. Her mother and an 
infant at breast had been killed outright at the cabin and the 
father was left for dead in the field by the hostiles, though he 
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was found and rescued by soldiers eleven days later^ having sub- 
sisted on raw turnips from the fields in spite of many wounds. He 
died, however, some two years later of exposure and the injuries 
received at the time. 

"The child tried to escape from me at first, but when I talked 
to her and assured her that I would take care of her she nestled 
down in our hiding place and went to sleep. I thought the morn- 
ing would never come as I tried to look out for danger known and 
unknown. The sun rose at last and then I discovered that Mag- 
gie's arm was broken and that she had been struck on the head. 
Her clothing was in tatters and I bound her wounds with my 
outer shirt and made a dress of the under shirt, as that was 
warmer. My coat and vest had gone to one of the Indian captors 
of the previous day. 

"During the morning of that first day there was a commo- 
tion among the Indians that were all about us and soon I learned 
the cause. They were attacked by a small company of soldiers 
under Colonel Perry, who was trying to drive them back. He was 
outnumbered and finally had to retire. The Indian force was 
between us and the soldiers and I looked in vain for a way to 
join the bluecoats, that I could see and occasionally hear, until 
they were forced to abandon the unequal contest. 

"We had nothing to eat that day, but we had plenty oi water 
from the creek. It was thus that we passed three days, though 
each night I would make cautious efforts to get away. Every time 
I was driven back by the barking of the dogs in the Indian camp 
that warned me it was unsafe. The third day I was getting des- 
perate. Something must be done or the child would perish of 
hunger; and besides her broken arm was swelling and torturing 
her with pain that was almost as severe to me who had to see 
her suffering without being able to give her any relief. I crawled 
through the brush to reconnoiter, and coming to a rise of ground 
I saw three chieftans of the Nes Perce tribe a few hundred yards 
away, walking up and down in front of the cabin. I then decided 
to make a bold front, and rising to my feet I threw up my hands 
and approached the house. (On his bared breast was a tattoo 
cross.) 

"Whitebird was one oi the Indians and I did not know the 
others, though I have often wondered if one was not Chief Jo- 
seph himself. I told them my story, who I was and about the baby 
in the brush and asked them to let me go on my way to Mt. Idaho. 

"They held a council and by their gestures it seemed that two 
of them were for my instant death. I demanded then that they 
shoot me, and declared that I was ready to die but wanted to die 
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like a man. This stand seemed to surprise them, and the taller 
of the three stepped forward and grasped my hand, saying: 

" 'Yon brave! yon good man! Oo get papoose, take her to til- 
likmns/ meaning that I should take the girl to her friends. 

''I lost no time in setting out and covered five miles, carrying 
the girl in my arms. Toward nightfall we came to a cabin on 
Camas Prairie. It was deserted by the owners and the Indians 
had ransacked it of everything, and the only thing that was like 
food at all was a cmst of bread that was so hard that the Indians 
had left it, so yon may imagine what condition it was in. I broke 
off a small portion and soaked it in water in the spring near the 
house for Maggie, and well do I remember how she cried because 
I would not let her eat it alL My sapper? Oh, I took a big 
of water. 
'Do you know," said he, "a man may go a long time without 
I, but he must have water. For the first day or two I was 
terribly hungry, but after that there was such a fever that water 
seemed to satisfy my cravings and I must have drunk a quart at 
a time. 

"Well, I saw that I could not make progress with the child in 
my arms, so I made a chair out of an old ax box that I found in 
the bam and slung it over my shoulders with a piece of halter 
rope, and the next day carried her like a peddler carries his pacL 
Every mile or two I saw traces of the Indians and their bloody 
work along the road. Sometimes it was smoking ruins, and again 
it was a dead body, mutilated and scalped. At one place I saw 
bodies of three men in a group, stripped of all clothing and 
ghastly wounds showing how they had died. 

"I staggered on till at last I climbed a hill and saw a short 
distance away the little cluster of buildings that constituted Mt 
Idaho. The town was fortified and guarded, for the inhabitants 
were in constant fear of attack. The dtixens saw me coming and 
a delegation came out to meet me. They took the burden of the 
child from me and one of them, who must have been a preacher, 
gave me a Prince Albert coat that was too small for me, so that 
I might go into town. 

"Nothing was too good for us there. We were fed and clothed 
and a Mrs. Lyons set the broken arm of Maggie. There was no 
doctor in the camp, but the job was well done, that I know. 

"Maggie's grandfather was among the refugees and he took 
care of her for a time, until her father partially recovered. Since 
then I lost track of her until a few years ago, when I heard from 
her by letter. The little girl is now a woman grown and mar- 
ried to a man named Bowman, who runs a sawmill at Grange- 
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▼ille, Idaho, not far from the scene where her mother was slaugh- 
tered and we had that terrible adventure. She has ^Yt little chil- 
dren, and I have no donbt has often told them the story of our 
escape from Chief Joseph's band." 



CHAPTER LXVI. 

•PAULDING mtaiON, KflTABLISHKD 18S6— RET. HBNRT CPAULDIN«, 

PRKtBYTKRIAN MIHIONART, WHO POUNDED THX MIMON 

AT FORT LAPWAI ON THE CLEARWATER RmOt, 

TWELVE MILm ABOVE ITS JUNCTION 

WITH SNAKE RIVER IN IDAHO. 

The Rev. Henry Spaulding, his wife and Rev. Dr. Whitman and 
his wife and a few others, came across the plains in the year 
1836 to what was then called the Northwest Territory, ottt of 
which territory the States of Oregon, Washington, Idaho, a part of 
Montana, and Wyoming have since been created. They were among 
the first Americans that came from the eastern States to this 
Northwest territory to found missions, civilise, educate and Chris- 
tianize the Indians, and to make permanent settlement in the coun- 
try. Though several other expeditions of men had been sent out 
to explore tiie country, to trap, etc., none had come with the calcu- 
lation of making permanent settlement. 

Mrs. Spaulding and Mrs. Whitman, wives of these two mission- 
aries, were the first white women that ever came across the then 
great desert plains to the Northwest. Up to that time, 1886, no 
wagon had ever been hauled farther west than Green River (now 
in Wyoming). Notwithstanding that the missionaries were told at 
Green River by some old trappers and also by the Indians that 
they could haul their wagons no farther and would necessarily have 
to leave them and pack the remainder of the trip, they answered, 
"We want to take our wagons through if possible; we will need 
them when we get to our destination, and we desire to open up a 
wagon road so that others who come may follow our road. We 
will try it." They did, and they succeeded in hauling their wagons 
all the way and over the Blue Mountains on into the great Walla 
Walla Valley. The trip that these people made at that time re- 
quired an exercise of good judgment, bravery, patience and untiring 
energy, all of which they possessed. 

Rev. Dr. Whitman, his wife and a few of his followers located 
and established what has ever since been known as the Whiuian 
mission, six miles west of Walla Walla on the road leading to 
Wallula on the Columbia River, now in the State of Washington, 
which country was at that time occupied exclusively by the Cayuse, 
Walla Walla and Umatilla tribes of Indians, save and except the 
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Briidsb Hudson Bay Company maintained a small trappers' sta- 
tion at Wallnla on the Colombia. 

Rev. Mr. Spanlding^ his wife and a few others, proceeded to go 
about 110 miles farther in a northeasterly direction, at a point on 
the Clearwater River about twelve miles above the junction of the 
Clearwater with the Snake River, and there established a missionary 
station, commonly called the Lapwai Mission. This place is now 
in Nes Perce County, Idaho. At that time, 1836, that country was 
occupied exclusively by the Nes Perce Indians. These Indians were 
very friendly to Mr. Spaulding and his family. They seemed 
anxious to learn all about the ways and customs of the white men 
and women, including education and the "Book of Heaven," as 
they called the Bible. 

Mr. Spaulding succeeded with the help of his co-laborers and 
some of the Indians, in getting comfortable buildings erected to 
live in through the winter. Some provisions and seeds were pur- 
chased of the Hudson Bay Company, and with the wild game they 
killed and fish, they managed to live fairly well. 

Mr. Spaulding was untiring in his efforts to civilise, educate and 
Christianize the Indians, while his good wife was equally untiring 
in trying to educate them. They were successful, even more so 
than they had hoped for. The Indians all seemed anxious to learn 
the white man's ways, and always treated Mr. and Mrs. Spaulding 
with great respect Everything seemed to move along well. The 
mission building was improved, and church and school house were 
erected. In the year 1840, a white man named William Craig with 
a half-breed wife, came in from the western States and settled on 
a piece of land a few miles from the mission. He proved to be a 
good neighbor and everything seemed to move along in a progres- 
sive and satisfactory way. Mr. Spaulding succeeded in having a 
small printing press sent from the Presbyterian mission at Hono- 
lulu to his mission, which was the first printing press that was 
brought to the Northwest. He (Spaulding) had not only learned 
to speak what was called the Jorgan language, but had also learned 
to speak the native Nes Perce language. He printed some school 
books for the Indians, some in English, some in Jorgan and a 
portion of the Testament in the native Nes Perce Indian language, 
so that the young Indians that had learned to read might read from 
the Good Book in their native language to the older ones. 

Mr. Spaulding and his noble wife seemed to be successful in all 
their labors. They were married only a short time before they 
started west in 1886. Before the first ten years had passed, their 
union had been blessed with three nice, bright children. The 
oldest, a girl, had been sent to the Whitman Mission to school 
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where Mrs. Whitman was twiching a school attended onlj hj 
white children of emigrants, most of whom had lost their parents 
crossing the plains, and Dr. Whitman and his good wife had taken 
them to raise and edneate. 

In the Spring and Smnmer of 1847, ererjrthing looked bright 
and nice at both the Lapwai and Whitman missions. Good crops 
had been raised at both missions. Schools for educating the In- 
dians at both missions were in socoessfnl operation. The Indians 
appeared to be contented. Manj of them were adopting the hab- 
its and customs of the white man. Late in the Summer and earlj 
Fall quite an emigration of people came rolling along from the 
East, bound for the Willamette Valley. Some of them had Uie 
measles. The Indians caught the disease and applying their igno- 
rant methods of doctoring, the cold water bath in tiie river, caused 
many of them to die. This treatment they continued against the 
earnest protest of Dr. Whitman, who was doing all in his power to 
save and protect them. At last some of the more superstitious ones 
raised the cry that Dr. Whitman was the cause of all tiieir trou- 
bles. He had caused the emigrants to come with the measles to 
kill them off, so the white man could get their land. At this time, 
November SQth, 1847, Dr. Whitman had at his mission many young 
Indian school children, and, including tiitn^^lf and wife and eleven 
orphan children, there were seventy-two whites at the mission, the 
larger portion of whom were children. On this day, November 
29th, 1847, those cruel Indians swooped down iqH>n them and mas- 
sacred Dr. Whitman, his wife and eleven others, making thirteen 
in alL Forty-eight women and children were taken prisoners; elev- 
en made their escape through the brush down the Walla Walla 
River. To Peter Skeen Ogden, the second officer in command of 
the Hudson Bay Trading Company, is due the credit and the honor 
of ransoming these captives and also of gathering up the eleven 
who made their escape in the brush. 

A few days before this tragedy took place, the Rev. Spaulding 
had been called from his mission at Lapwai to go down into the 
Umatilla Indian country to adjust some little differences between 
the Nes Perce and Umatilla Indians. Soon after he had started 
on his return to his mission, he was met by a friendly Cayuse 
Indian and was told of the massacre of Dr. Whitman and others 
and of the prisoners taken by the Indians, among whom was his 
little daughter Elisa, who was attending school at the Whitman 
mission. This not only surprised, but nearly set Mr. Spaulding 
wild. This friendly Indians advised him to get to his mission as 
soon as possible, for if the party of Indians that had murdered 
Whitman saw him, they would kill him on sif^t; also 
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to hide in the bnuh in day time and travel bj night to escape their 
sight. He concealed himself the balance of that daj, but deter- 
mined to go near the camp of the hostile Indians that night and 
see if he could learn anything of the fate of the prisoners. He 
went as near as he dared to go and listened for a long time^ saw 
no one but became satisfied from what he coold hear that the pris- 
oners had not been killed. Here, Mr. Spanlding says, was the 
most trying ordeal of his life. To go into that Indian camp where 
the hostile Indians were, to attempt to rescue his dear child, would 
be sure death to him and of no benefit to his daughter and the 
other prisoners. At last he concluded he would try to make his 
way back to his Lapwai mission, which was about one hundred 
twenty miles distant. He rode his horse as far as he could the re- 
mainder of the night, turned him loose, hid himself in the brush for 
the day. Hungry, cold, tired and almost heart-broken, he pushed 
ahead at night, hiding in day time, and arrived at Snake River, 
near where Lewiston now stands, early the third morning. Here 
he found a few friendly Nes Perce Indians that gave him some- 
thing to eat and set him across the river in a canoe. He could 
learn nothing from them about his family. During this trip, Mr. 
Spaulding says that the coarse boots he wore hurt his feet so badly 
that he pulled them off and left them and went barefooted. His 
feet got very sore. After crossing Snake River, he started on foot 
for his mission, twelve miles distant, knowing nothing of what 
had become of his wife and two little children, and the few others 
he had left there a few days before. He had only traveled a few 
miles, feeling sad and weary, when two friendly Nes Perce In- 
dian women on horseback overtook him and recognixed him. He 
inquired about his family and was told that a friendly Indian 
from the Cayuses had come up there several days before and 
brought the news of the Whitman massacre and that Col. William 
Craig (of whom we have spoken) had come down and taken Mrs. 
Spaulding, her children and the other whites to his house, and 
they were aU safe and that the Nes Perce Indians were friendly 
and would not go to war, but there was danger from marauding 
bands of the Cayuses who had already been up there and plun- 
dered his mission after Mr. Craig had moved his family away. One 
of these Indian women, riding a strong horse, invited Mr. Spauld- 
ing to get up behind her on the horse and she would take him to 
Col. Craig's home, where he found his wife, two children and others 
weU and being well cared for by Mr. Craig and his family. 

During this time, Peter Skeen Ogden, of the Hudson Bay Com- 
pany, was busy with his half-breed and Indian employes, negotiat- 
ing with the hostile Indians to get back the captured white women 
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and chOdroL In Uie mean time^ he aent some of Ids men to the 
Lapwai mission to bring Mr. Spanlding, Ids familj and the few 
other whites. Not long after Mr. Spaolding arrired at Mr. Craig's 
home, Mr. Ogden's men eame after them. They procured canoes 
from the Nes Peroe Indians^ and all of them, ezeept Mr. Craig and 
his familj, paddled out down the Snake River for the Hudson Baj 
fort, which was ten miles below the junction of the Snake River 
with the Colmnbia. Arriving there in two and a half dajs, they 
foond that Mr. Ogden had socceeded in negotiating for all the 
forty-eight captored women and children, and had also foond all 
of the eleven that had made their escape at the time of the mas- 
sacre at the Whitman Mission. Of coarse, this lifted a part of the 
great load of grief from the hearts of Mr. and Mrs. Spaolding 
when they met their daughter, Elisa, and other friends. Mr. Og- 
den had provided small boats and competent men to man them, 
and they were all loaded into the boats with a small amomit of 
provisions and blankets, and palled oat down the river, Mr. Ogden 
going in person to superintend the management of the ezpeditiim 
down a dangerous river where there were many rapids and several 
portages where the boats and baggage had to be taken out and car- 
ried or pulled around. It is said that Mr. Ogden did not get away 
from Wallula with his valuable cargo any too soon, for within three 
or four hours a large band of hostUe Indians came into Wallula 
station, who were dissatisfied with the surrender of the captives, 
determined to retake them. But on learning from the men left in 
charge that Mr. Ogden had been gone several hours and that his 
smaU boats would travel about as fast down stream as their horses 
could over a rough trail, besides there was danger of meeting the 
volunteers who were even then on their way up from Oregon City 
to meet the hostile Indians, they abandoned further chase. 

Mr. Og^en landed all of his passengers safely in a few days in 
Oregon City, which place was then headquarters for the provisional 
government of Oregon. Here they were all taken care of. Mr. 
Spaulding and family remained in the neighborhood of Oregon 
City for a year or two, then moved up and settled in Willamette 
VaUey near Albany where Mrs. Spaulding taught school for quite 
a time and after some years, this noble, good woman passed away 
to her reward. After some time, Mr. Spaulding married again, and 
later, in 1871^ he went back to Nes Peroe County, Idaho, and spent 
the last three years of his life, laboring most of the time to civilise 
and Christianize the Nez Perce Indians, several hundred of whom 
he took into and baptised into his, the Presbyterian church, before 
he passed away, August 8, 1874. Near a small grove of trees where 
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he first taught these Indians, near his old mission, built in 1886, 
his renuuns were laid. 

I may add to this that the organic act passed by Congress in 
August, 1848, organising all this Northwest into a Territory called 
Oregon (which was later divided up) provided that all missions that 
had been established in any part of the Northwest Territory be- 
fore the passage of the act, should be entitled to hold one mile 
square of land at such place for missionary purposes. The Lap- 
wai mission having been abandoned in 1847, on account of Indian 
troubles, and not having been reoceupied by Mr. Spaulding before 
the passage of the act referring to the mission lands, reverted to 
the Government. An Indian Agency was established at the old mis- 
sion site in 1861, and a military post in 1868, which was abandoned 
in 1885, but the Indian Agency is still located there. There was a 
long contest about this land, but the Government won out in the 
courts. 



CHAPTER LXVII. 

LIST OF THE NiOiM OF MBMBBRS OF THB CONITITUTIONAL COKTBIT- 

TION NAMBf OF FOWT fTATS OFFICSB0. 

This oonstitational ooiiTention oonvened (in response to a pro- 
clamation issned by Grovemor E. A. Stevenson) at Boise on Julj 
4, 1889^ and adjourned Angost 6, 1889- The names of the mem- 
bers were as follows: 

John S. Gray Ada County 

A. B. Moss Ada County 

Edgar Wilson Ada County 

John Lemp Ada County 

W. C. Maxey Ada County 

Chas. A. Clark Ada County 

I. N. Costin Ada County 

P. J. Pefley Ada County 

Frank Steunenberg Ada County 

Jas. H. Beatty Alturas Coimty 

A. J. Pinkham Alturas County 

O. R. Batten Alturas County 

L. Vineyard Alturas County 

P. McMahon Alturas County 

J. W. Ballentine Alturas County 

J. L. Underwood Bear Lake County 

W. H. Savidge Bingham County 

F. W. Beane Bingham County 

H. B. Kinport Bingham County 

J. T. Morgan Bingham County 

H. O. Harkness Bingham County 

Ralph Anderson Bingham County 

Sam F. Taylor Bingham County 

Fred Campbell Boise County 

George Ainslie Boise County 

John H. Meyer Boise County 

H. S. Hampton Cassia County 

J. W. Lamereaux Cassia County 

O. J. Salisbury Custer County 

A. J. Pierce Custer County 

A. J. Crook Custer Connty 

Jas. M. Shoup Custer County 
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F. P. Cavanah Elmore Comity 

A. M. Sinnott Elmore County 

Homer Stall Elmore County 

Henry Mdder Kootenai County 

Albert Hagan Kootenai County 

W. A. Hendryz Kootenai County 

Willis Sweet Latah County 

W. J. McConnell Latah County 

J. W. Brigham Latah County 

W. D. Bobbins Latah County 

H. B. Blake Latah County 

A. S. Chaney Latah County 

N. I. Andrews Lemhi County 

Thos. Payeatt Lemhi County 

John Hagan Lemhi County 

J. M. Howe Lemhi County 

Jas. W. Beid Nes Perce County 

J. W. Poe Nez Perce County 

J. S. Whitton Logan County 

Henry Armstrong Logan County 

W. C. B. Allen Logan County 

S. J. Pritchard Owyhee Counly 

C. M. Hays Owyhee County 

J. I. Crutcher Owyhee County 

W. B. Heybum Shoshone County 

W. H. Clagett Shoshone County 

Wm. H. Hammel Shoshone County 

S. S. Glidden Shoshone County 

W. W. Woods Shoshone County 

A. B. Bevan Shoshone County 

A. E. Mayhew Shoshone County 

O. W. King Shoshone County 

Sol Hasbrouck Washington County 

E. S. JeweU Washington County 

Frank Harris Washington County 

A. F. Parker Idaho County 

Chairman of Conrention^ W. H. Clagett. 

First State Congressional Eepresentation 1891^ U. S. Senators, 
George L. Shoup and W. J. McConnell. Eepresentative in Con- 
gress, Willis Sweet 

First State Officers: 

N. B. Willey, Governor, from Warrens, Idaho. 

John S. Gray, Lieut. Goyemor Boise 
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A. J. Pinkham, Secretary of State Ketchnm 

Silas W. Moodj, SUte Auditor Boise 

Frank R. Coffin, SUte Treasurer Boise 

George H. Roberts, Attorney General Hailey 

Joseph E. Harronn, Siipt. Public Instruction Albion 

Judicial Department: 

I. N. Sullivan, Chief Justice Hailey 

John T. Morgan, Associate Justice Oxford 

Joseph W. Huston, Associate Justice Boise 

Sol HasbroQck, Cleric 

District Court: 

First District, Kootenai and Shoshone counties, 
J. Holleman, District Judge Coeur d'Alene City 

C. W. O'Neil, District Attorney Wallace 

Second District, Idaho, Latah and Nes Perce Counties. 

William G. Piper, District Judge Moscow 

J. H. Forney, District Attorney Moscow 

Third District, Ada, Boise, Canyon, Owyhee and Washington 
counties. 

Edward Nugent, District Judge Boise 

Charles M. Hays, District Attorney Silver City 

Fourth District, Alturas, Cassia, Custer, Elmore and Logan 
counties. 

Chas. O. Stockslager, District Judge HaOey 

G. C. Bamum, District Attorney Shoshone 

Fifth District, Bear Lake, Bingham, Lemhi and Oneida Coon- 
ties. 

D. W. Standrod, District Judge Malad City 

S. C. Winters, District Attorney Idaho Falls 



CHAPTER LXVIII. 



A PIONEER OR PIONEER's LIFE. 



A Pioneer, rs deHned hy Webster is, "One who goes before 
and prepares a way for others to follow by remoying obstructions; 
one who goes before to remove obstructions or to prepare a way 
for another; hence, — a backwoodman ; a first settler." 

The definition given by the learned Webster is certainly brief, 
and, if taken to cover the whole dnties that a pioneer nsnally has 
to perform, is liable to deceive some, who may have engaged in 
the business of Pioneering in the early settling of this North- 
western county, nnder that definition of the word "Pioneer'' or 
"Pioneering." 

A Pioneer or Pioneers, in its tme sense, means a man or sever- 
al men, and sometimes indndes women and children, who leave 
a civilized community of people, and go out into the unsettled 
frontier country; where the white man has never settled; where 
there is no civilization, no laws, no permanent settlement; where 
the country is inhabited by wild roving bands of savage Indians 
and wild animals, with no improvements save the temporary wick- 
iups, erected by the Indians, which may be hauled down and 
moved away before the next sun or moon; where there are no 
roads except the small Indian trails, no bridge or ferries across 
the streams, none of the soil in cultivation, nothing raised except 
what grows wild without the assistance of man; where the na- 
tive wild Indian lives by hunting, fishing, picking wild berries, 
and depredating on every white man that may chance to come in- 
to the country where he roams. 

Imagine yourself in a new country, with your little tent pitched 
among such surroundings, three, four or £ve hundred miles from 
any white settlement or military post, from which you could get 
any protection, with frequent yelps of coyotes and large wolves, 
and an occasional war whoop from the savage Indians ringing in 
your ears; then, you may catch a small idea of the frontier Pion- 
eer's life. 

Often he seeks some lonely spot remote from the trail to camp 
for the night, and dares not build a fire to cook his meal for fear 
the smoke from his fire will reveal his camping place, and his hob- 
bled horses may be taken by the Indians; and possibly, if found, 
his body may be filled with arrows and he may never live to see 
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the light of •nother day. This has heen the sad fate of msay 
Pioneers in the Nort h wes t^ wbere thej went alone or in small par- 
ties with not snf Hcient nombers to protect tliemselTes against 
these blood thirsty savages who daimed the whole Northwest and 
determined to exterminate all American white people who dared to 
attempt to make a settlement within what they called their ooim- 
try. Often, these savages would not even allow white people to pass 
throng^ their eounlry without levying heavy toll on them by steal- 
ing and driving away their stock, and sometimes murdering whole 
families. The above is only a brief outline of what Uie first pio- 
neers, who came into the Northwest to explore and open np trails 
for others to follow, had to enooonter. 

Later men would bring their families. They usually built strong, 
rough cabins of logs, or made dogonts by digging and removing 
the dirt from some dry lull side, for a space large enough for the 
family to live in, and would roof it over with poles, and put a good 
supply of dirt upon the poles. The doors were made of poles, also. 
Often several families had to live together in one of the small cab- 
ins or dugouts for protection against the Indians. A strong corral 
had to be built near the cabin to keep the horses and cows in at 
night with a lock on the gate and a faithful watch dog, who stood 
guard near the door of the cabin at night, to give the alarm, if 
the Indians approached. 

Without going into further detafls of what hardships these 
brave Pioneers had to endure in the early settling of this North- 
western country, we will state that Idaho forms a part of what 
was once known as the Northwestern Territory. Though settled 
at a later date than her sister states on the West and South, her 
early settlers had no less trouble with the Indians than her ad- 
joining states had, in fact, Idaho being the last part of the great 
Northwestern Territory to be settled by the white man, many of 
the hostile Indians had gathered in Idaho with the confident hope 
that die country now called ''Idaho" would all be left for them. 

By this time, the Indians had seen and learned that wherever the 
white men located in the surrounding territory and was allowed 
to remain, that they soon began to plow up and cultivate the 
wild land, kill off the wild game, and curtail the roaming limits 
of the Indians. Having seen the white man gain dominion over the 
surrounding territories, the Indians, or at least a large portion of 
them, took a very determined stand against the white man settling 
in Idaho. They would steal and drive off their stock, murder lone 
men or small parties at every favorable opportunity. They took 
a large amount of property, of which some was destroyed; and 
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killed a number of good men. Several lengthy wars occnrred, in 
which many of the pioneers were engaged. 

With the assistance of a goodly number of United States troops^ 
oonmianded by good and efficient officers^ at last, after many hard 
fought battles with heavy loss of life, these Indians finally sur- 
rendered and accepted a fair portion of the country for their 
homes; and, also, accepted a liberal compensation from our Gov- 
ernment for their claim to the balance of the land not included 
within their reservations. This compensation to the Indians, for 
the right to the lands they abandoned, was to be paid in annuities 
for a number of years to assist them in starting in civilized pur- 
suits, education, agpticulture, etc. 

And in placing the Indian on his reservation, where he is mak- 
ing some considerable progress in civilization, education and in- 
dustrial pursuits, we turn back to the early Pioneers. Here we 
find that, while many of the young and middle aged men were 
out fighting Indians, the older men, boys, mothers and young wo- 
men were working hard to improve the little farm to raise some- 
thing to live on, and to take care of the few head of horses and 
cows. Often, several families lived together in one log house or 
picket fort for protection. 

At last, when the cruel wars were over, no longer would they 
see the wild savage, with his war paint on swooping down on 
them, screaming his murderous war whoop. But, alas, when the 
family roU was caUed, a number were missing that have lost their 
lives by the hand of the savage red man, each one battling for 
the country that we now possess; where we now have our pleas- 
ant and happy homes; where we no longer have to band together 
and stand guard at night, nor go to war, nor live in dread of hear- 
ing the war whoop of the savage Indians. 

These dear old Pioneers, after many years of hard work under 
many difficulties, at last succeeded in establishing American civi- 
lization in all its modem forms at a great sacrifice of life, prop- 
erty, and endurance of untold hardships. In short, the Pioneers 
have opened the roads, have cleared the country of all obstruction; 
and have caused the way to come to be made easy, quick, cheap 
and without danger to all who wish to come to the good land of 
Idaho. 

To our more fortunate friends, who came at a later date to 
help develop and improve Idaho, we extend a hearty welcome; hop- 
ing they will be content to remain and share in the great future 
that is in store for us; hoping that you will never meet with the 
many obstructions that the old Pioneers had to face and overcome 
as best they could in the early settling of our much beloved Idaho. 



CHAPTER LXIX. 

■OMS or THE riRIT AMXBICAN8 WHO CAMS TO THE NORTHWESTERN 

TERBITORT. 

In the jear 1787, two sailing vessels were fitted out at Boston^ 
Mass.^ by J. Barrel, S. Brown, C. Bolfish, J. Darbj, C. Hatch 
and J. M. Pintard for the purpose of exploring the Pacific North- 
west and trading with the Indians. These ships were named "The 
Colombia/' and "The Lady Washington." The "Columbia" was 
commanded by Captain John Kendrick. The "Lady Washington" 
by Capt. Robert Gray. These ships sailed from Boston, Mass., for 
the Pacific Northwest on September 80, 1787, each one carrying 
in addition to her supplies a lot of goods to trade with Indians. 
Captain Gray reached the Northwest coast in August, 1788, and 
Captain Kendrick came in a few days later, they having been sep- 
arated some time before. These ships anchored in Nootka Sound or 
Gray's Harbor, on the Washington coast. They remained there 
until the next spring, (trading some with the Indians for furs), 
when they returned to Boston, Mass., arriving there on August 
10, 1790. Captain Gray remained only six weeks in Boston after 
his return from the Northwest until he started back on his re- 
turn trip. He was placed in command of the ship "Columbia," and 
the brig "Hope" commanded by Captain Joseph Ingraham, was 
sent along with the "Columbia." They sailed from Boston, Mass., 
for the Pacific Northwest, September 28, 1790, and reached their 
destination in June, 1791- Here they put in their time until the 
spring of 1792, trading some with the Indians and exploring the 
Northwestern coast. Captain Gray had for some time believed 
that he had discovered the place where some large stream of water 
emptied into the ocean from the interior country. He made 
several unsuccessful attempts to sail up into the supposed river; 
finally on May 11, 1792, Captain Gray succeeded in sailing his 
ship across the bar and up in the great river, which he named 
Columbia, after the name of his ship. He sailed up the river some 
twenty or thirty miles, traded some with the Indians and re- 
turned. 

In the fall of 1805, the Lewis and Clark expedition that came 
overland arrived and spent the winter of 1805-06 near the mouth 
of this great Columbia river. 

In 1811, a detachment of the John Jacob Astor Company of fur 
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traders arrived from New York with a vessel and about siicty men 
with supplies and goods to trade with the Indians for furs and 
skins. They landed and established a post on the Columbia river 
near its junction with the ocean and called the post Astor. (It is 
now called Astoria.) The next jear about fifty more of the As- 
tor company's men arrived at this post who had come overland, 
having had a hard trip and were more than one year on the 
route. 

Between the years 1805 and 1811, quite a number of British 
Canadians came into this Northwestern country and established a 
large trade with the Indians. In 1814, Astor's men were compelled 
to sell their furs to a Russian company at a great sacrifice and 
abandon their trading post at Astor on account of the war between 
the United States and Great Britain, the British having sent a 
war vessel to the Columbia river to capture Astor's men and their 
post, furs and supplies. They succeeded in getting away before 
the war vessel got there. 

In 1828, the British traders and trappers of the Northwestern 
territory, were organized into one company called the Hudson Bay 
company, and Dr. John McLaughlin was selected and sent to the 
Columbia river to take charge and manage the affairs of this com- 
pany in the Northwest. He arrived and took charge in 1824. Soon 
after his arrival he established his headquarters at a point on the 
north side of the Columbia river and called it Vancouver. This 
company under the management of the Doctor, or as he was some- 
times called. Governor McLaughlin, done a very extensive business 
in trapping and trading with the Indians. He employed many In- 
dians and seemed to cover the whole Northwestern territory with 
their trade having established trading posts at several convenient 
places to g^t the trade of the Indians. Americans had a poor show 
to try to compete. Dr. McLaughlin seemed to have complete control 
over all of his men and also over all the Indians. He certainly 
was possessed of rare executive ability. His commands were obey- 
ed as if they were law. He was a noble, generous, good man and 
in later years he helped many of the poor American Emigrants to 
provisions, seed, grain, etc. 

In 1882, Captain Natalian Wyeth came overland to Oregon. H^ 
had some ten men with him. He had been sent out by a company 
of New York men to engage in the business of trading and trap- 
ping for furs and pelts. It is said that this company fitted out a 
ship and loaded it with supplies and goods for Captain Wyeth to 
use in trading with the Indians. This ship was expected to arrive 
at Vancouver on the Columbia river about the time Captain Wyeth 
would arrive there from his overland trip. The ship never came 
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and WAS never heard from. It was snpposed to have been lost at 
bea with all its crew. 

Captain B. L. E. BonneviUe^ of the U. S. Armj^ procnred a 
leave of absence from the government, for a few years to explore 
in the west at his own expense. He was fitted ont in the spring of 
1882, bj New York merchants for trading and trapping in the 
Northwest. He started overland with about twenty wagons loaded 
with goods to trade with the Indians for furs and pdts, and a 
number of other wagons loaded with supplies, and about 100 men. 
Captain Bonneville and Captain Wyeth fell in together on the 
plains and traveled together until they arrived at Green river (now 
in Wyoming.) Here Captain Bonneville stayed and Captain Wyeth 
went on through to Vancouver on the Columbia river. Not finding 
his ship, after waiting until spring, he returned East overland. 
On his arrival his company outfitted another ship loaded with 
supplies and sent it around to the Columbia river with men and 
supplies, goods, etc., for Captain Wyeth. The ship arrived safely 
in good time and anchored at Wapato, now Sauves island, on the 
Columbia river. Captain Wyeth came back overland, leaving New 
York early in March, and outfitting at Independence, Missouri, for 
the overland trip. He was accompanied by Jason Lee, (the first 
American missionary that ever went to this Northwestern coun- 
try.) Cyrus Shepard, Philip L. Edwards and Courtney M. Walker, 
were engaged by the Board of Missionary to ^ with the Rev. Ja- 
son Lee and assist in establishing a missionary post in the North- 
western territory. There were, altogether, who started from Inde- 
pendence, Missouri, on April 28, 1884, about seventy men taking 
with them about 250 horses and mules. They divided in three sep- 
arate parties but kept near each other in case of danger. Cap- 
tain Wyeth traveled in the lead. On his arrival at Snake river, 
about July 15, 1884, he halted, looked the country over and con- 
cluded it was a good location for a trading post. He selected his 
location and commenced work building a fort on August 6. He 
named it Fort Hall after the oldest member of the company he 
represented. He left Mr. Evans and eleven men to complete the 
Fort. With fourteen horses and three cows he proceeded on his 
journey to the Columbia River with twenty-nine men. 

The Rev. Jason Lee held religious services in a grove near the 
Fort on July 27^ 1884, and on July 28 conducted funeral ser- 
vices over one of Capt. McKay's men. On September 16, 1884, 
they arrived at Vancouver on the Columbia river. Soon after this 
Jason Lee and his men and a few of the others that came, went up 
the Williamette river to a point about ten miles from where Sa- 
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lem, the capital, now stands, and established a missionary post 
called Shampoeg. Captain Wyeth and his men went to Sanves is- 
land, where his ship was and engaged in an attempt to trade with 
the Indians bnt he soon found that the Hudson Bay Co., had a 
monopoly of the trade. He sold some of his goods to the Hudson 
Bay Co., and in 1835, packed the balance to his Fort Hall sta- 
tion. On his return trip to Fort Hall he found the Hudson Bay 
Co. had established a trading post near the mouth of the Boise 
river (later called old Fort Boise.) Arriving at his Fort Hall sta- 
tion he found that the Hudson Bay Co. had sent men all over the 
country and had succeeded in inducing all of the Indians to 
trade with them, so he could get no trade and was compelled to sell 
out his Fort Hall station to the Hudson Bay Co., at a figure that 
company fixed. Captain Wyeth then returned to the east. 

Captain B. L. £. Bonneville appears to have made his head- 
quarters on Green river from the time of his arrival there in the 
summer of 1882, until the spring of 1888, at which time he moved 
and established headquarters in Bear River Valley, (now in Utah). 
From here Captain Bonneville sent detatchments of his men in 
different directions to explore the country and to trade with the 
Indians. He sent one party of about thirty men to go to Salt Lake 
and explore the country around the lake with the hope of finding 
some nice streams for trapping beaver and other fur bearing 
animals. This party failed to find any stream or even sufficient 
water to drink, so they wandered off west to the Humbolt river 
and finally into the Sierra Nevada mountains and on to the Sac- 
ramento river where they wintered and returned to the camp in 
Bear River Valley the next spring, by another route, further south. 
About all the returns they brought in was some knowledge of the 
country and a lot of bard experience. 

Captain Bonneville did a great deal of exploring in different 
directions from his Bear River Valley headquarters. He, with a 
small party of his men, explored the Salmon River country, stayed 
one winter near Salmon River, made two trips to the Columbia 
River to old Fort Wallula, traveling down the south side of Snake 
River as far as Farewell Bend, thence up Burnt River to Powder 
River Valley, thence across to Grande Ronde Valley, thence across 
the Blue Mountains by Lee's Encampment, into the Umatilla 
Valley, thence to Walla Walla on the Columbia River. 
Captain Bonneville made maps of the country over which he 
traveled and furnished much valuable information for our Gov- 
ernment and people about the general character of the country, 
which was published in executive documents, Second Session, 88th 
Congress, 1854-1855. In 1855 Captain Bonneville returned home. 
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In 1836^ Reverends Marcos Whitman and H. H. Spaulding, two 
Presbyterian Missionaries, with their wives and a few others came 
across the plains to the Walla Walla Tallej. Messrs. Whitman and 
Spaolding brought their wagons through to Walla Walla valley. 
They were the first wagons that were ever hauled farther west 
than old Fort Hall on Snake river. Mrs. Whitman and Mrs. Spauld- 
ing were the first white women that ever crossed the great plains 
from the east to the west. The Rev. Dr. Marcus Whitman estab- 
lished a mission on the Walla Walla river six miles west of where 
the city of Walla Walla now stands, now in the state of Washing- 
ton. 

The Rev. Henry H. Spaulding established a mission on the 
Clearwater river about thirteen miles above the junction of Clear- 
water river with Snake river, (now in Nes Perce county, Idaho.) 
These noble men established these missions for the purpose of 
civilizing, educating and Christenizing the Indians and to instruct 
and teach them in the arts of agriculture. They both succeeded 
well in their laudable undertaking for several years, when they 
met with serious reverses of which we have spoken before. 

From this time on, 1886, a few emigrants came across the plains 
to this Northwest each year. 

In the great contest between the different daimants for this 
northwestern country, the claim of the United States was based 
mainly: 

Ist. On the discovery of the Columbia river by Captain Robert 
Gray, 1792. 

2nd. On account of the explorations made by Captains Lewis 
and Clarke in 1805-06. 

8rd. The overland expedition made by John Jacob Astor's men 
in 1811-12, who were the first white men to explore the interior of 
the country after Lewis and Clark. 

4th. Having secured Spain's claim in 1819* 

These claims seem to constitute a stronger claim to this coun- 
try by right of discovery and exploration than any of the other 
contending nations could present. 
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THK FRBQUBNT CHANOU THAT HATB BBBN MADB IN NAMB8 AND 
GOYBRNMBNT IN WHAT 18 NOW THB 8TATB OF n>AHO. 

One hundred years ago^ what is now Idaho^ was a part of what 
was known and called the Northwestern Territory claimed by the 
United States^ Great Britain and Spain^ and Russia made daim 
to some portion. But prior to 1846^ this Northwestern Territory, 
for which four nations had set up claims, the natiye Indian not 
only claimed the territory but were the rulers and masters oyer all 
of the Northwest. 

Our goyemment acquired Spain's right or daim to this North- 
western Territory by treaty made in 1819- Russia relinquished her 
daim by treaty in 1824. This Northwest Territory was occupied 
by joint occupation agreement with subjects of Great Britain and 
the United States without any settlement of title between these two 
nations from 1818 to 1846, in which year a treaty of settlement of 
title was made between these nations, in which Great Britain ceded 
all of her rights and claims to the United States south of the 49th 
paralld, excepting the holdings of the Hudson Bay Trapping and 
Trading Company and the holdings of the Puget Sound Agricul- 
tural Company (both British companies which the United States 
bought out at a later date.) In the same treaty, the United States 
ceded to Great Britain all of her claims north of the 49th par- 
alld. This gaye to the United States the rights of all the con- 
tending nations except the original occupants, the Indians, who 
still laid daim to all, and would often assert their claims by kill- 
ing some of the American dtixens and appropriating or destroying 
their property. 

After securing title from the three different dyilised nations to 
this Northwestern Territory, the Congress of the United States 
did not seem to care but little for the territory or for her people, 
who had brayed all the dangers iuddent in trayeling two thousand 
miles oyer a barren country (inhabited by none but wfld sayage 
Indians) to get this Northwest to settle and make homes. Congress 
gaye them no protection, no organization, no laws; did nothing 
toward extinguishing the title of the aborigines to any part of the 
land; but left these few braye old pioneer men and women to de- 
fend and protect thdr liyes and property as best they could against 
an oyerwhdming number of sayage Indians, who claimed the 
whole country as their own property. 
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Not until seyeral months after these savage Indians had massac- 
red Dr. Marcos Witman, his wife and a nmnber of other good 
American citizens in 1847> did the Congress of the United States 
get aroused up to a sense of their duty to the people that had 
emigrated to this Northwestern Territory. On Angnst IS, 1848^ 
Congress passed an act organising all of this Northwestern Terri- 
tory^ west of the snmmit of the Rocky Momitains to the Pacific 
ocean between the 42nd and 4&Qi parallel, into one territory called 
Oregon. 

That noble, brave and good man. General Joseph Lane, of In- 
diana, was appointed Governor for the Oregon Territory. He ar- 
rived at Oregon City, March 2, 1849, and pat the territorial gov- 
emment in operation at once. 

This organised territory indnded all of what is now Idaho, bnt^ 
at that time, was occapied almost ezdosively by the wild Indians. 
This was the beginning of an attempt to enforce the laws of the 
United States over this large territory, the Government of the 
United States claiming supremacy, bnt the Indians still contending 
that they were the sole owners. 

The next change the fntnre Idaho had was on March 8, 1S5S, 
Congress passed an act dividing the territory of Oregon and cre- 
ating Washington territory out of the eastern and southern portion 
of Oregon territory with the United States laws still over Idaho, 
but a new territorial government. 

With the native Indian still contending for supremacy, at last 
on March 8, 1868, Congress passed an act creating Idaho territoiy 
of the eastern and southern portion of Washington; and, in addi- 
tion, loaded her down with nearly two hundred thousand sqosre 
miles of territory east of the Rocky Mountain range, that was oc- 
cupied mainly by wild, hostile Indians. 

At last Idaho, like the slave that had been sold with the old 
farm and was compelled to serve under many masters without 
moving away, reached partial freedom, but was heavily handicap- 
ped by others who claimed the whole country. The same native In- 
dian claimed all of Idaho. The people had a hard straggle to sat- 
isfy the native Indians that they had a right to live and earn a 
living by their labor in Idaho like the freed slave. They had a dif- 
ficult row to hoe to satisfy their former masters that they had a 
right to earn their living without a master. Since freedom came, 
some of the former slaves have moved; Idaho has remained station- 
ary, but had her boundary lines changed in 1864 and 1868, so 
that all that was loaded onto her from the east side of the Rodcj 
Mountains has been taken off and given to Montana and Wyom- 
ing, together with a small amount from the west side of the moon- 
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tains. Still the natiye Indian wonld often, like the old slave master, 
try to assert his right to the country. But, like the slave, after a 
hard straggle, with the assistance of the strong arm of the United 
States goYemment, the American pioneers of Idaho were able 
to assert and maintain their rights to occapy the larger portion of 
the Territory of Idaho; and peaceably work, reclaim, develop and 
utilise many of the wonderful resources of this comitry, which 
was once thought to be worthless. 

Later on, after mnch hard struggling, in the year 1890, the old 
pioneers had so improved and developed the country that Con- 
gress freed us i^rom the bondage of territorial government by giv- 
ing us Statehood. 

A sufficient amount of land has been set apart at suitable places, 
for the Indians to live on. They have been paid fair compensation 
for their claim to the balance of the land; and, after having felt 
the power of the United States government in the way of several 
severe chastisements, they have at last learned to recognize the 
rights of the Americans and have settled on their Reservations, 
and seem to be making some considerable advancement in civilisa- 
tion and improvements in the line of agriculture. 



CHAPTER LXXI. 

THB PROOBX88 I HAYS 8BBN MADB IN THB PAflT FIVT7-FIYE TXAB8. 

When I look back and bring to mind how the oonntrj west of 
the Missouri river looked, and by whom it was inhabited fifty-five 
years ago, and compare its present looks, condition and inhabitants 
with the past, the changes that hare been brought about by the kind- 
ness of Providence and the untiring energy and industry of men 
and women, it seems almost incredible. 

Fifty-five years ago, then a strong lad in my eighteenth year, I 
joined a company of good people in Missouri to cross the plains, 
(as we then called it) to far away Oregon. Not only our now 
beautiful Idaho, but about all the country west of the Missouri 
river to The Dalles, Oregon, on the Columbia river, and from the 
northern boundary of the Indian Territory, Mexico, Arizona and 
Nevada to the British possession on the north, was a wild desert 
country inhabited by none but wild, savage Indians, wild animals, 
varmints and reptiles, save and except a few hundred people, call- 
ed Mormons, at Salt Lake. At that time the country was consid- 
ered worthless for white people, that it never would be occupied 
by any human beings for homes, except the wild Indians. 

In traveling across this broad timberless country we had to be 
on guard most of the way, both day and night, to protect ourselves 
against the ravages of the numerous bands of hostile and thieving 
Indians, who roamed over the country in war-like bands, appar^ 
ently to plunder and destroy any party of emigrants they might 
chance to come on to who were not prepared to protect themselves. 
It required vigilance and untiring energy from start to finish. At 
many camping places, water and grass were very limited and of a 
very inferior quality. Fuel was scarce, except in a few camps. It 
consisted mainly of dry buffalo chips. Occasionally there was a 
large stream of water to cross. Then we would have to go to the 
nearest mountain slopes where we could cut dry poles, make a raft 
of them, put a water-tight wagon box on the raft and cross over 
our wagons and everything we had except our stock, which we 
would swim over. These obstructions to our travel were very an- 
noying, to say the least, and required much patience and persever- 
ance to overcome, but we were up against it and there was no use 
in kicking. We had started to go to Oregon and to Oregon we were 
going to go or die in the attempt to get there. 
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There were seyeral women in our train^ wiyes^ mothers, daugh- 
ters and children, and I must say that I was astonished and filled 
with admiration to see how those noble women and girls bore up 
mider all the privations and dangers of this long trip of six 
months. They were ever ready to do their whole share of work 
without a mnrmur or a frown, always good-natured and cheerful, 
ever ready to speak words of kindness and cheer to the men in 
their most trying times. They were always cool, brave and kind, 
exercising good judgment in all their words and acts. They all 
stood the hard trip well and with very much less complaint and 
grumbling than the men. 

We had some rather annoying times with the Indians. At one 
time they stopped us. They twenty to one of our number. We were 
compelled to give them most of our provisions. At another time 
they stole all of our horses at night, leaving us without a horse. 

We finally reached our destination at Salem, Oregon. At that 
time Oregon and Washington territories had together not to exceed 
twenty-five thousand white population. With all this vast area of 
territory lying between the great Columbia river and the Missouri, 
a wild desert, what have the noble old pioneer men and women 
made of this vast area of what was once considered worthless for 
white people? They have taken possession of it and have, in ac- 
cordance with the laws of our national government, erected out 
of this wild territory eleven great states that are today peopled 
with good, industrious, intelligent and prosperous citisens. The 
names of these states that have sprung from the once great desert, 
are as follows: Kansas, Colorado, Nebraska, Wyoming, 

Utah, South Dakota, North Dakota, Montana, Washington, 
Oregon, and last, but not least, our beloved State of Idaho. 
These eleven states cover an area of 990,900 square miles of land, 
almost one-third of the United States proper, leaving out of the 
count, Alaska and other late acquired possessions. These eleven 
states that comprised what was called the plains, or Great Ameri- 
can Desert, fifty-five years ago, have since that time been reclaim- 
ed from the wild savage Indians and settled up by a good, intelli- 
gent, industrious, brave and law-abiding American dtisens. They 
have reclaimed the wild lands, built hundreds of thousands of 
fine farms and made happy homes. They have built fine towns and 
cities, school houses, churches, court houses, capitols, theatres, etc. 
In short, they have established good, American citizenship in mod- 
em form most all over this once desert plain. Our government has 
paid a fair compensation to the original occupants of the land 
(the Indians,) leaving them plenty of good land for homes. They 
have civilized and educated all of the Indians that would sub- 
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mit to being civilised, and most that woold not snbmit have pass- 
ed to the Happy Hunting Grounds on another shore. 

There has been oonstmcted and in successful operation for 
twenty-four years, one great through line of railroad from the 
Missouri river across this once desert plain, passing through the 
southern portion of Idaho and through the northeastern portion 
of Oregon, running through to Portland, Oregon, where connec- 
tions are made with other railroads running south through the 
state of Oregon on to California. Numerous branch railroads have 
been built into the interior of the country all along the line of this 
great trunk line, which are in successful operation, all of which 
have been of very great benefit to settlers in many ways, by giv- 
ing them much quicker, safer and cheaper rates of transportation 
of U. S. mails, express, passengers and freight than they ever had 
before. Besides this, the introduction of railroads has acted as a 
great civiUzer to the wild Indians, driving away that fear that many 
people in the eastern states had of venturing to go into the west 
Telegraph lines follow besides the railroads and telephone lines 
come soon after, which give the people all the modem improve- 
ments of speedy communication, not only all over this once desert 
but with all the world. The Northern Pacific Railroad Company 
constructed her great trunk line of railroad from Duluth across the 
Dakotas, Montana, Northern Idaho, through the state of Washin|^ 
ton, on to Seattle where connections are made with Ocean steam- 
ers and other railroads. Many branch roads have been built in 
Washington and northern Idaho, with telegraph and telephone 
lines, all of which have been of great benefit and convenience to 
the people, and have helped in a large degree to settle up and de- 
velop the great resources of this northwestern country. 

Compare the conditions of this great northwestern country, from 
the Missouri river to the Columbia, in 1S58, to its present condi- 
tion in 1909' The great change that has been wrought seems at a 
glance to be almost incredible. These eleven states mentioned here- 
in, carved out of this once wild territory, are now and have been 
for a number of years past, producing approximately one-half of 
the wheat raised in the United States, one-half of the beef, one- 
half of the horses, one-half the mutton, one-half the wool, more 
than one-half of the gold, silver and lead, about one-half of the 
lumber, several million dollars worth annually of ^hea, many 
hundreds of carloads of the finest quality of fruits of various 
kinds, a large amount of sugar of a good quality, made from the 
sugar beets raised in these states, and many other agricultural pro- 
ducts in large quantities, such as com, oats, barley, timothy and 
alfalfa hay in very large quantities, quite a large amount of cop- 
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per, coal and some nickel and other useful metals, and last but 
not least, the people are raising up a splendid lot of good, in- 
dustrious and intelligent young men and women to take the places 
of the old pioneers who are fast passing away. 

So far we have spoken of these northwestern states in the joint 
or collective manner. Now we desire to speak of the part that 
Idaho and her people have acted in this great transformation of 
wild territory into beautiful homes. The territory of Idaho was 
organized in the summer of 1863, under an act of Congress passed 
and approved March S, 1868. At that time Idaho had but few, if 
any, of what might be called permanent settlers. Gold mines had 
been discovered one, two and three years before in different parts 
of the territory, and there were about thirty-five thousand people 
within the limits of the territory engaged in mining, trading, trans- 
portation, etc. Few, if any, of them had come with the calculation 
of making permanent homes here. All wanted to gather a good 
supply of gold and return to their old homes from whence they 
had come. Idaho or at least most of it, was situated three hundred 
or more miles from the head of navigation on the Columbia river, 
from which place all of her supplies had to come by pack animals. 
The country looked rough and rugged, no farms, no towns, except 
small, cheaply constructed mining towns in the mining camps in 
the mountains. Many of the miners and some of the traders suc- 
ceeded in gathering large quantities of gold in a short time and 
soon as their mining claims or trading business began to fail to 
pay them well they would close out, sack up all their savings and 
return to their old homes, having done nothing towards making 
any permanent improvements in the country; while others less for- 
tunate in the mines, after the first year, began to fall back into the 
different valleys near the streams and started farming on a small 
scale, which proved to be profitable for the amount of labor ex- 
pended. Their little farms were extended, the sage brush land was 
cleared up and put into cultivation, water was introduced on to the 
land in tibe way of irrigation. It was soon found that each man's 
farm would, by proper improvement and cultivation, not only make 
him a good comfortable home, but that the returns from his crop 
paid as well as, or better than, his mining ventures; and best of 
all, his farm, instead of working out produced more each year with 
proper cultivation. But it took a number of years for the people in 
Idaho to make up their minds to make permanent homes here. 
There were many obstacles to contend with. There were several 
bands of thieving and murderous Indians skulking through the 
country, a few renegade bad white men, as well as Indians, who 
would hold men up and take their cash and often steal his stock. 
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Traiupoitation for all kinds of supplies was neoessarilj high. We 
got no United States mails the first two years^ only by express^ at 
from fifty cents to one dollar for each letter or newspaper. There 
was no telegraph. Many of the best paying placer mines were woric- 
ed out in a few years. Schools and chnrches were scarce. Many 
would become dissatisfied, sell ont for what they could get, and re- 
turn to their old homes. Others would come. Most all the gold and 
silver taken from the mines was taken or sent away either by the 
miners or by the merchants to pay for goods and for transportation 
thereon. 

Most of Montana was taken from Idaho in 1864, and quite a 
large strip was taken from the soniheastem portion of Idaho in 
186s, to help make Wyoming territory. The result was that up 
to 1870 Idaho had lost more population than she had gained by at 
least ten thousand. Her future prospects did not look very bright 
nor inviting for immigration. Still, all who remained were doing 
reasonably well. Mining, farming and stock raising were the prin- 
cipal industries of the country. 

In the early seventies, a number of the farmers in different 
parts of the country joined together and constructed large, long 
irrigating ditches for irrigating sagebrush lands lying a few miles 
away from the streams from which the water was taken. This en- 
terprise proved a success. The sagebrush lands proved to be fully 
as good and productive as far as they went, away from the streams, 
as near the streams. This encouraged men of means to engage in 
digging large canals to carry waters to the high sagebrush table 
lands for irrigation. The first one to engage in this kind of an en- 
terprise was the late Wm. B. Morris. He tapped the Boise River 
about three miles above Boise with a large canal which he had con- 
structed over the high table lands for about twenty miles, with sev- 
eral miles of lateral ditches. The country in the vicinity of these 
ditches was soon settled up and put into cultivation. With the ap- 
plication of a reasonable amount of water, it proved to be very 
productive for cereals, vegetables, fruits, hay, etc. From this time 
on up to the present time Idaho's population has steadily increased, 
and permanent and valuable improvements and developments have 
been carried on at a rapid rate in farming, horticulture, stock rais- 
ing, mining, railroad and electric road building, including building 
of nice towns, school houses, public buildings, churches, hospitals, 
etc. 

WHAT IDAHO HAS AND IS PBODUCINO. 

Idaho has produced in precious and other valuable metals for the 
markets of the world, up to January, 1908, in gold and silver, about 
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$140^000,000^ in lead, not less tlian $110,000,000 and a small 
amount of copper with a good prospect for larger quantities in the 
near fntore. Idaho has raised and shipped to the eastern states 
each year for the past twenty years, large numbers of beef cattle, 
horses, mutton, sheep, wool, fruits, vegetables; and is still produc- 
ing and shipping large amounts of gold, silver, lead, livestock, 
fruits and vegetables, and is now and has for several years past 
shipped to the eastern markets many million feet of fine lumber. 
She is now and has been for several years shipping annually sev- 
eral hundred thousand pounds of sugar, manufactured from sugar 
beets grown in Idaho. 

While the early settlers in Idaho had a hard struggle to get peo- 
ple to come and help develop the resources of the country owing 
mainly to her isolated location, being so far from railroad and 
water transportation, at last the railroads came, then the people 
came and soon after the development of the many natural resources 
commenced in earnest and is being carried on at a rapid and suc- 
cessful rate, so much so that the people can say with confidence 
that Idaho is one of the most resourceful States in the Union. Ida- 
ho is now well up to date with the eastern states with her schools, 
churches and all necessary public buildings and thousands of com- 
fortable and happy homes. 

Idaho was admitted into the Union of States, July 8, 1890, and 
now ranks many of the older states in the development of her great 
resources. Idaho has a large amount of arid land which is being 
fast reclaimed, all of which produces fine crops with proper cul- 
tivation and the application of a small amount of water at the 
proper time. Under our system of irrigation, the average yield per 
acre of crops of most all kinds in Idaho is much greater than in the 
eastern or middle states, and the labor required for raising and 
taking care of crops is much less than in the eastern or middle 
states. 

The climate is healthy, no excessive heat or cold in any of the 
agricultural districts. In some of the mountain mining districts, 
the snow fall is quite heavy, which affords plenty of water for 
the agricultural districts in spring and summer for irrigation. The 
mountain slopes furnish fine grass for stock in the spring, sum- 
mer and fall. Idaho with her great agricultural, mineral, lumber 
and stock raising resources, is destined to be one of the most re- 
sourceful and best states in the Union in the near future. 
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THB MUMMkCBM AND fUFFBBING OF THB OTTKR PARTY OF IMMIGSAim 
ON THB OYBRLAND BOAD, 80MB TWBNTY MII.B8 BBLOW SAL- 
MON FALLi ON THB SOUTH 8IDB OF 8NAKB 

BITBB, IN I860. 

BT HON. GBOBGB H. ABBOTT. 

In the month of Angnst, 1860, the author hereof^ haying been 
assigned to the Umatilla Indian Agency, in Oregon, being in 
fact the first Indian agent ever assigned to that agency, and whose 
duty it was to put in effect the treaty between the United States 
and the Caynse, Walla Walla and Umatilla Indians. I, the agent, 
being at the time temporarily absent from the Agency superintend- 
ing the transportation of supplies from The Dalles to the agency, 
Byran N. Dawes, an employee of the agent, was in charge at the 
agency. About the twentieth of the month of August, I860, two 
brothers, Joseph and Jacob Reith, appeared at the agency about 
the middle of the forenoon utterly exhausted, worn out and parti- 
ally blind from the exertions and exposure to which they had 
been subjected, and reported that an immigrant train, of which 
they had been members, had been attacked by Indians some twenty 
miles or more below Salmon Falls on the old inunigrant road south 
of Snake River. That the train consisted of certain families from 
southern Minnesota and Iowa, also six discharged soldiers from 
the military post at old Fort Hall. That the families of the train 
as far as I can remember were, first, the Otter family consisting 
of twelve souls; second, the Van Norman family consisting of 
father and mother and five children; the Myers family of father 
and mother and three children and one other family whose name 
I have forgotten; also the two Reith brothers. The whole number 
of the party being forty-four souls. Mr. and Mrs. Otter had each 
been previously married and had families of children before becom- 
ing husband and wife. Mrs. Otter's children by the first marriage 
being named Trimble. 

The Indians had lain in ambush at a point on the road where 
there was no water within many miles. When they attacked the 
train, Mr. Otter, who was recognised as the head of the party, 
caused the train to be corralled in a defensive position. The Indians 
pressed their attack and kept it up day and night for almost forty- 
eight hours, when the want of water compelled the immigrants to 
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draw out upon the road, driving ahead to reach water, thirst oom- 
pelling snch proceedings. Most of the teams were horses and mules 
but at least two of the teams were cattle. The disdiarged soldiers, 
quite well armed and mounted, had Tolunteered to keep the In- 
dians engaged, acted as skirmishers with the assistance of such 
members of the train as could be spared from the wagons, who 
were forced to act on foot. During the attack before attempting 
to moYC out upon the road, one of .the immigrants was killed and 
another seriously wounded. As soon as the train started forward 
the Indians pressed them closely and the discharged soldiers fled, 
making no resistance whatever, easily escaping as the Indians were 
without horses. Confusion ensued, women and children panic 
stricken. Indians rushing up on both sides proceeded to kill every 
person seen. All who could abandon the wagons fled on foot without 
supplies or ammunition, following the road to the westward. Nine 
of the Otter family were killed then and there. Mr. and Mrs. Ot- 
ter and their eldest daughter were seen to fall by the Reith boys, 
and all of the family to escape were, Miss Trimble, about eigh- 
teen years of age, and a boy of about two years; also the infant 
of the family, a little girl of three years. Miss Trimble and her 
mother had started from the train just as the oldest daughter was 
killed and were off some twenty or thirty steps when Mr. Otter 
fell. Miss Trimble trying to encourage her mother in making her 
escape, picked up the little girl and running ahead called to her 
mother to follow, the little boy running by her side, but Mrs. Ot- 
ter turned back to try to reach her husband and was killed before 
reaching him. The wagons and teams and all they had in tha 
world were abandoned and the Indians turned their attention to 
plundering the wagons and securing the stock. This alone seemed 
to be the cause of the escape of these people, for the Indians did 
not attempt to follow them. The Rdth brothers immediately press- 
ed forward on foot hoping to overtake the discharged soldiers who 
were mounted. This they did on the second day after leaving the 
train. They traveled on following the road to the west hoping to 
fall in with another train or to reach some settlement or source of 
relief. At the crossing of the Malheur river the roads seemingly 
forked, one fork running more to the north along Snake river. The 
party of discharged soldiers and the Reith boys took the fork run- 
ning up Malheur river and followed that road six days when it 
became evident that it was only an old abandoned road. The Reith 
boys and the youngest of the soldiers tried to persuade the others 
to return to the main road but were met with threats of death to 
any who would turn back or leave the party. But during the night 
of the sixth day they quietly withdrew, and with one horse belong- 
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ing to the young soldier, slipped away on their retom doiwn the 
Malheur, reacliing the main road on the fifth day where they met 
a boy of about sixteen years of age who joined them and reported 
that the main party of the escaped immigrants had reached the 
Owyhee and would be along soon. They then killed the soldier's 
horse and taking some of its flesh for food, continued on toward 
Burnt river, where they found a few salmon in the stream, and the 
discharged soldier and the young boy decided to remain there 
to await the coming of the main party, but the Reith boys contin- 
ued ahead and finally reached the agency as before stated. While 
descending the western slope of the Blue mountains the two boys 
came to some cattle gracing on the hill side. They had a muzsle 
loading double-barreled shot gun with which they had been enabled 
to kill an occasional bird, and one of the boys was in favor of kill- 
ing one of the cows, but the other objected on the ground that as 
they had been out of shot for some time and were using fine gravel 
instead of shot they would be unable to kill one; and further that 
where there were cattle there must be people dose and if they 
were to kill any of the cattle they would be considered thieves 
and treated as such. So they pursued their way and in an hour 
or two saw a bunch of calves making their way through the brush 
and crossing the Umatilla river. Joe, who was l^e older and strong^ 
er, told his brother to remain quietly on the road while he would 
follow the calves as he believed they would lead him to a white 
settlement and promised to return for Jake as soon as possible. He 
therefore followed the calves through the brush along the river 
bottom out to the opening north of the river where he found himr 
self in the midst of an Indian village. As he was seen at once he 
decided to trust the Indians instead of tr3ring to escape and as soon 
as he could do so made them understand that he wished them to 
take him to Walla Walla. The Indians were willing to do this, and 
catching a pony one of the Indians mounted and told Joe to get 
on behind, as he saw at a glance that the boy was not able to ride 
alone. But Joe then explained as best he could by words and signs 
that there was another to be taken. The Indians then made him un- 
derstand that there was a white chief on the other side of the riv- 
er and Joe thinking that it must be an Indian agoit at once re- 
quested to be taken there. He was so weak, however, that the In- 
dians thinking he would fall off his horse had another brave mount 
behind Joe to hold him on, and thus they crossed the river three on 
the one horse. Jake had grown tired waiting for his brother, and 
moved slowly along the road and soon came in sight of buildings 
only about one hundred yards distant and hastened to them, so that 
when Joe reached the agency he found Jake already there. 
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Thu was twenty-two days from the time they left the train on 
Snake River^ eleven days of that time having been wasted in the 
trip up Malhenr River. The boys had lived on a few birds, part 
of the horse spoken of, a little salmon caught in Bnmt River, and 
wild rose berries, snakes, frogs and one rabbit. They were so 
exhausted, starved and wasted that their minds were as weak as 
their bodies and it was difficult for them to tell a coherent story. 
As soon as Dawes could comprehend the conditions reported by 
them, he started two men with a pack mule loaded with provisions 
and on the next morning started one man with a yoke of oxen 
and a light wagon loaded with food, instructing them to hasten 
on with all dispatch until they met the immigrants in order to give 
them relief as soon as possible. The men with the pack mule 
pushed ahead, watching carefully for any sign of immigrants until 
they reached a point on Burnt River near where Huntington now 
stands, where they turned back under the belief that the immigrants 
must have left the main road and that they had been passed before 
going so far. While on the return trip the two men continued 
their search for the immigrants and met Copenhaver with the ox 
team in Powder River Valley on what was then called Powder River 
Slough. Unfortimately the distressed travelers had remained on 
the Owyhee. On the day after the ox team had been started 
out to their relief I arrived at the agency. Dawes had in the 
meantime reported to the military authorities at Fort Walla Walla 
such facts as he had been able to gather from the Reith brothers, 
and I immediately forwarded a supplementary report to the same 
officers and reported in full to Superintendent of Indian AfPairs 
at Portland, Oregon, all the facts that had reached us and our 
action thereon. On the return of the relief parties sent out by 
Dawes, I was exceedingly sorry that I had not been at the agency 
when the Reith brothers had arrived there, for the reason that 
either Dawes or myself would have gone with the advance party 
and turned back for nothing until we had found the immigrants. 
In the meantime one of the discharged soldiers who had continued 
by the Malheur River road got out of the Blue Mountains on the 
main road between Umatilla and The Dalles, at a point between 
Willow Creek and Butter Creek, and reported that Indians had 
attacked their party of five men in the timber of the Blue Moun- 
tains and that he felt sure that every member of his party but him- 
self had been killed by the Indians. He was so completely ex- 
hausted that it was two or three days before he could make any 
report. The commanding officer at Walla Walla had reported to 
the commanding officer of the District of Oregon at Vancouver, 
and when the military red tape was finally gotten through with. 
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Captain Denty who was a brotiier of Mn. U. S. Ovaot, the gen- 
end's wif e^ was dispatched from WaUa WaUa with a mmmand of 
afanost eighty eayalrymen. He eiossed the Blue MoontainSy passed 
through Gtrand Bonde Valley, the Powder River and Burnt Birer 
Valleys under the guidance of an old Scotch mountaineer named 
Craig, who lived among the Nes Perce Indians at LapwaL Joe 
Beith was also with the command. When they left the Burnt 
Biver VaUey and were crossing over the high point between Burnt 
Biver and Snake River they came upon the bodies of Mr. and Mrs. 
Van Norman and boys and found that they had been killed by the 
Indians, who had also taken the girls as prisoners and carried 
them away. Of course the bodies were buried where they were 
found, but the Van Norman girls were not rescued until several 
years later, at the conclusion of the war with the Bannocks and 
Shoshones in Southern Idaho, when the United States troops were 
under the command of General Connor. Pressing on Captain 
Dent's command made careful search for further sign of ihe im- 
migrants and soon picked up the boys who had remained on Burnt 
Biver, and reached the Owyhee just six wedcs after the people 
had been driven from their train, finding among the survivors Miss 
Trimble and her little half-sister, whom she had carried from the 
train and continued to care for. All of the Myers family and a 
few others, making according to my memory, sixteen survivors of 
the forty-four souls of the train. These people had been almost 
without food except rose berries, a few fish and salmon brought 
to them by Indians who seemed to be located near the mouth of 
the Boise Biver. They also found snakes, frogs and mice occa- 
sionally but were reduced at last to such a condition of starvation 
that they consumed the body of a man who died of wounds re- 
ceived in the Indian attack, also of an infant and of a boy of 
ten years of age, young Otter, who was killed later by Indians 
some distance from the camp. I saw these people at the camp of 
Captain Dent at the western base of the Blue Mountains on the 
Umatilla Beservation on his return with them, and although he 
had traveled very slowly and carefully, after resting with them 
about a week at their camp on the Owyhee, a more pitiful sight 
would be exceedingly difficult to imagine. With the exception of 
Mrs. Myers and the young boys who had remained on Burnt Biver 
there was no one in the party who appeared to have the InteDir 
gence or mental strength of a child of three years of age. Cap- 
tain Dent conveyed them to Walla Walla where they were well 
supplied and cared for until they recovered normal strength. Th^ 
were then permitted and assisted to proceed on their way to the 
Willamette Valley. 
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The facts herdn related of the sniFeringB of tbe Otter party of 
immigrants were the worst and most distressing^ taken in all their 
details^ of anything that ever came to the knowledge of the author 
during his many experiences among the Indians in the early days 
of Oregon. 

Soldier^ Idaho^ Angost 30, 1908. 
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CHAPTER LXXIII. 

THK LATS GSmCHAL LANS. 

The first Oovemor of Oregon Territory, soon after Congress 
passed the Act creating the Territory of Oregon (which was in 
August in 1848), General Joseph Lane, who was then fresh from 
the front in the Mexican War where he rendered gallant service, 
was appointed by the President of the United States to be Gover- 
nor of the newly created Territory of Oregon. 

He and Joseph Meek, who had been appointed United States 
Marshal, with a small detachment of troops made the trip over- 
land via the California route, arriving at San Francisco in Feb- 
ruary, 1849> where they took a steamer for Astoria near the junc- 
tion of the Columbia River with the ocean, thence by Indian ca- 
noes to Oregon City, arriving there on March 2nd, 1849. On the 
following day he issued his proclamation as Governor, proclaiming 
the creating and organising of the Territory of Oregon under 
the laws of the United States. 

General Lane's services as the first Governor of Oregcm were 
great, good, and grand; he rose up to and met every emergency. 
Soon as he got the Territorial government in operation he turned 
his attention to the capture of six Indians that led the raid in 
the Marcus Whitman massacre of November the 29th, 1847. He 
saw to it that they had a fair trial before court and jury. They 
were duly convicted and executed in accordance with the testi- 
mony and law for one of the most horrible crimes that ever was 
committed. In 1858 the Indians broke out in Southern Oregon. 
When Governor Lane got the news of this he did not say, "Go, 
boys, and help the few white settlers subdue them," but he did 
say, "Come, boys, get ready quick and go with me to help the 
people out there protect their lives and property and chastise the 
hostile Indians.'* 

The Governor led them on a forced march to the front, en- 
gaged the Indians in battle, led the charge, received quite a severe 
wound early in the engagement, but never flinched nor even let 
his own men know that he was wounded until after he had gained 
a victory and compelled an unconditional surrender of the hostile 
Indians to him. General Lane served two or more terms as dele- 
gate in Congress from Oregon and it was he who got the bill 
through Cong^ress that admitted Oregon into the Union as a 
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State. General Lane was the first Senator elected from Oregon 
to the United States Senate. 

He was great^ good, generous, kind and tender hearted, but 
brave as a lion and never faltered at his duty in defending the 
rights of the people he represented. He passed from his earthly 
mission March, 1881, loved and respected by all who knew him. 
Shortly after his death Mrs. W. J. Plymale of Oregon wrote a 
tribute to General and Mrs. Lane. It was pubUshed in some of 
the Oregon papers. It is a worthy tribute to the good old ooiqple 
and we think worthy of a place in our book, so we give it here 
hoping the author will not be offended at the reproduction: 

A TUBUTB TO OBNBRAL AND MBS. I.ANB. 

(Written for the fifth annual reunion of the Pioneer Society of 
Southern Oregon, by Mrs. W. J. Plymale.) 

There is no name more intimately associated with the pioneer 
history of our country than that of General Joseph Lane. He it 
was that organised the Territorial government of Oregon and for 
a succession of years represented the struggling interests of our un- 
developed country in the halls of Congress, meeting and combat- 
ting the objections urged by older and more favored sections, and 
at the same time watching with affectionate yearning and anxious 
solicitude, the progress of the various Indian wars that broke from 
time to time with ghastly horror over our land, where with others, 
his well beloved wife kept tireless watch 'round the hearth-stone, 
braving the dangers of early pioneer life, in her fearless endeavors 
to lay the foundation in these luxuriant western wilds of our now 
peaceful and happy homes. All through our pioneer history is 
delicately interwoven the public acts of this truly great man, but 
how few of us knew him, in the grander and more exalted charac- 
ter of his home life. To know him as a friend was a living 
testimony of the great simplicity of his life; and withal he was 
generous as he was brave, ready at any time to sacrifice personal 
ccnnfort to render assistance wherever the necessities of humanity 
demanded help. His devotion to principle was a part of his very 
life, but he ever conceded to others the individual right of opinion 
and accorded them the greater respect the more strongly they 
maintained them. As the years wore on and he was called to 
higher stations in public life, the same magnanimity and courtesy, 
ever marked his intercourse with opposing parties. Those who 
were once his friends were his life-long friends and during the 
long months of his last painful illness, which was greatly aggra- 
vated by wounds received in the Mexican War and by Indians in 
this valley in the war of 1858, he often spoke of his pioneer 
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friends and sent for many of ihem to Tiait him. One of the moat 
beautiful and touching characteriatics of his life was hia mirmrj^ 
ing demotion to hia wife^ with whom he lived in the moat perfect 
harmony for over 50 years; and how incomplete hia history apart 
from the grand^ true woman who through all thoae trying and 
eventful yeara was the light and inapiration of hia hie, and who 
with a spirit of heroiam and adf-abnegation guarded and guided 
their mutual interests^ through sunshine and shadow keeping a 
tireless watch over the beloved treaaure of home^ while the hus- 
band and father periled his life on the field of battle, or watched 
our public interests at the then far distant Capital, that it re- 
quired months of dangerous journeying by sea or land to reach. 
None but a woman can reaUae the anxious waiting of those weary 
years, the proud unflinching devotion to the husband who crowned 
her life with loving kindness; sustained her through all the trials 
and vidaaitudea while ahe kept brightly burning the beacon light 
of home 'round which huaband and children were irresistibly drawn 
by the power of her womanly love and devotion. The grandest 
tribute that it were possible to receive was accorded her when 
General Lane was elected to the Senate and many of his friends 
from the thinly settled country round their home had called to ex- 
tend their congratulationa. He took l(ia wife by the hand and 
with a tremulous voice modulated to the most touching tenderness 
and affection said, "Friends, to Polly, my well beloved wife, I 
owe all the joy, all the success of my life, and I am proud to 
honor the sex by bearing thia teatimony to her womanly love and 
devotion." In all the success of his eventful life, varying from 
the carnage-covered battle field to a dangeroua tranait across the 
continent where dangers were met on every hand — in whatever 
public or private venture, at no time did the greatneas of hia char- 
acter shine so resplendently as when he paid hia graceful and well 
deserved tribute to his loving wife, the honored mother of his 
children. Smne time before Mrs. Lane'a death they celebrated 
their golden wedding amidst the general rejoicing and congrat- 
ulationa of children and grandchildren. Fifty jrears of married 
Ufe! Fifty links in the golden chain of time! From youth to old 
age they had walked Uf e'a checkered pathway in perfect harmony, 
sharing each other's joys and sorrows until their footsteps were 
slowly approaching the peaceful ahore where they aoon hoped to 
rest together beneath the evergreens of time. To how few lives 
are allotted such a blessed benediction. About a mile bdow 
Roseburg on the line of the O. ft C. R. R. on the banks of the 
South Umpqua and in sight of the spot where thirty years be- 
fore was erected their pioneer cabin stands the mausoleum where 
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aide by side sleep these brave did pioneers. Long we stood in 
silent meditation by the consecrated spot. And not until the golden 
shafts of sonset warned us of declining day did we cease to dweU 
upon the scene, the grand possibilities of life and the certainty of 
the universal levder — death. How like a panorama the eventful 
life of this great man passed before us, and like turning the leaves 
of some long closed book passed in rapid succession the uneventful 
pioneer life of this grand and noble woman. The same simplicity 
that ever characterised their lives marks their last resting place. 
A plain marble slab at the entrance to the vault on the right bears 
the incription "Oen. Joseph Lane/* with age and dates, and the 
one on the left, 'ToUy, wife of Gen. Lane,'* while a jet outlined 
cross tells of their hopes of another life; and thus together they 
rest until the grand awakening of the resurrection mom. Sleep on 
in your dual greatness, while the ceaseless flow of the ever rest- 
less river murmurs in mournful monotone, and gentle sephyrs in 
solemn cadence with the subdued notes of feathered songsters and 
the busy hum of midsmnmer insect life chants yon a grander 
funeral dirge than it were possible for humanity to conceive. Sum- 
mer flowers shall twine in garlands o'er your tomb and winter 
snows wrap you in their mantles of purity, while above are the 
blue arched heavens ablase at mom with the symbol of the glory 
of the eternal or bedecked with the starry diadems of night and 
ever and on, shines the sweet pale light of the Star of Bethlehem 
pointing us to the full fruition of your well-spent lives. 



CHAPTER LXXIV. 

TIME THB OLD TBAPPINO ITATION COMMONLY CALLED OLD FORT HALL 

WAS LOCATED ^llBflT U. S. TBOOPS. 

There seems to be three mistaken ideas about or in connection 
with this old fort. Firsts that Captain Nathalian Wyeth was an 
army officer. He was not. He was the manager of an eastern 
company that desired to engage in trapping and trading with the 
Indians for furs. 

Second, the Fort Hall that Captain Wyeth built never was oc- 
cupied as a military post for the United States troops. 

Third, the date of location July 4th, is wrong — Captain Wyeth 
selected the sight Joly 14th, 1854, and commenced work prepar- 
ing to boUd the fort July 15th, 1854. It was named Fort HaU 
by Captain Wyeth on Angust 6th, 1854, after the oldest member 
of the firm that Wyeth represented. 

Angnst 6th Captain Wyeth, having got the construction of the 
fort weU under way, left it in charge of Mr. Evans and eleven 
men to complete and hold. He also left fourteen horses and mules 
and three cows, and he (Wyeth) with 29 men went on to Van- 
couver, Oregon. There also appears to be some misunderstand- 
ing about the time the Rev. Jason Lee preached at Fort HalL 
"July 27th, 1854, we repaired to the grove near the fort about 
5:50 p. m. for public worship which is Uie first we have had since 
we started. Our men and Captain McKay's men, French half- 
breeds and Indians, attended. Gave an exhortation from 1st Cor. 
10th and 2l8t." During the afternoon of the 27th, one of the 
trappers, a French-Canadian, was accidentally killed. At the re- 
quest of Captain McKay, Jason Lee, at 12:00 M. July 28th, at- 
tended the funeral and performed the funeral services." 

The above was taken from the diaries of Captain Wyeth aud 
Rev. Jason Lee. As to the hoisting of the American Flag at or 
about that time, neither diary mentions anything about it. It 
must be remembered by the reader at that date (1854) the few 
American and British that were in the Northwest Territory were 
occupying this country under and by virtue of what was com- 
monly called the joint occupation treaty, between the United 
States and Great Britain, and to have raised the Flag at that time 
might have caused trouble. In fact I doubt whether either of the 
two companies had a flag at that time. 
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About United States troops: 

The first United States troops that came to this Northwest came 
by water and landed at Vanooaver^ on the Cohunbia^ in May, 1849- 

The second detachment of U. S. troops came overland in the 
summer of 1849, a whole regiment. Two companies were left off 
in July near the old Wyeth fort to build a U. S. OoTemment mili- 
tary post or fort which is commonly called Fort HalL I presmne 
they had and raised the American Flag, for the United States had 
acquired full title to the Northwest before that time. 



CHAPTER LXXV. 



A BBISF BZPLAHATIOK. 



Nearly three years ago the author had finished wzitiiig a brief 
history of the early settling of Idaho Territory op to Che time she 
was admitted into the Union of States in 1890, and whieh he had 
expected to have had published long since, but owing to dreom- 
stanoes over which he had no control he has been nnaUe to hare 
it pnblished. But as the facts remain the same now as when, ft 
was written, and arrangements having been made at last for its 
pabUeation, it is thought best to give a brief review of the progress 
made by the people of Idaho since statehood, which most indnde 
the time from 1890 to 1909. 

I shall not attempt to give a detailed statement of ihe many imr 
provements and changes made since that time, but shall endeavor 
to give to the reader a general synopsis of the present status and 
condition of the conntry, the business, the people and the fatme 
prospects. What follows this is to be published in the same book 
with the History of Idaho Territory, so that the reader may have 
an insight into the present as well as the early history of Idaho. 

It is with much relnctance that I attempt to write anything 
about affairs of Idaho since statehood, from the fact tfautt the Stsie 
has had a State Commissioner of Immigration since tfase year 1900 
who has been engaged in gathering statistics and publishing s 
report bienniaUy. Certainly I have no desire to intvode on tiie 
ground he has so ably covered, but as this volume may :f all into the 
hands of some who have not read the Commissioner's rep o rts, wbst 
follows may be of some interest to those seeking some infonnatioa 
about the present status and resources of Idaho, so I have ventured 
to give a very brief synopsis of the present condition in 1909- 
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OOYBBNMKNT OF tTATB ^LBGHLATIYS^ mOICITTrnB^ JUDICIAL^ FSD- 

MRAL AND COUNTY OFFICBBl. 

Under the Constitution of Idaho, the government of the State 
consists of three co-ordinate branches, the Legislativei EzeeatiTe 
and JudidaL The Legislative consists of one Senator from each 
comity. Representatives are apportioned according to population. 
Both Senators and Representatives are elected for two years by 
comities. They meet biennially at the capitol in January of odd* 
numbered years, and hold session for sixty days, draw mileage for 
the distance traveled and per diem for sixty days' service at five 
dollars, and no longer time unless called into extraordinary ses- 
sion by the Executive. 

The executive officers consist of a Governor, who is elected by 
the voters of the State every two years; also other State officers 
are elected at the same time and for the same term, consist- 
ing of a Secretary of State, Attorney General, State Superinten- 
dent of Public Instruction, State Treasurer, State Auditor and 
State Mine Inspector. 

The Judicial consists of three Supreme Judges, one of whom is 
elected every two years for a term of six years. In addition to 
the Supreme Court Judges, we have eight District Judges who are 
elected for four years, and one clerk of the District Court in each 
county who is ex-offido auditor and recorder of the county. They 
are also elected for four years. All other county and precinct 
officers are elected for two years by the counties and precincts. 

CBXATION OF NEW STATS DKPARTMXNTS. 

In addition to the above, our State legislature created by legis- 
lative enactment the following: Commissioner of Immigration, 
Labor and Statistics; State Engineer; Commissioner of Insurance 
and Examiner of Accounts; State Bank Examiner; State Game 
Warden; Horticultural, Food, Dairy and Bee Inspector; State 
Chemist; State Veterinary Surgeon; State Land Register and 
Land Commissioner; a Board of three Trustees for each of the 
two insane asylums; a Board of three Trustees for the State In- 
dustrial school; State Board of Horticultural Inspectors for fruit 
and orchards; a State Sanitary Board for livestock; a Board of 
Medical Examiners; a Board of Dental Examiners and a Board 
of Pharmacy. 
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The datj of these last three boards is to examine applicants to 
practice in their respective professions. 

Officers of all of these departments created by legislative act 
are appointed by the Executive. 

There has also been created by legislative act a State Histori- 
cal Society, with a governing Board of three Trustees appointed 
by the Governor, and a Librarian appointed by the Board of 
Trustees. 

All of these constitutional State officers and most of the oBSccrs 
created by legislative acts are supplied with a sufficient number of 
clerks to keep the business of the different departments of the 
State well up to date. They all appear to have adopted good sys- 
tems. 

PRESENT OFFICIALS CONORESBIONAL AND STATE. 

U. S. Senators— W. B. Heybum of Wallace; W. E. Borah of 
Boise. 

U. S. Representative — T. R. Hamer of St. Anthony. 

State officials: 

Governor — ^James H. Brady of Pocatello. 

Lieutenant Governor — Lewis H. Sweetser of Burley. 

Secretary of State — Robert Lansdon of Weiser. 

Attorney General — D. C. McDougall of Malad. 

State Auditor — S. D. Taylor of Bonners Ferry. 

State Treasurer — C. A. Hastings of Lewiston. 

Supt. of Public Instruction — Miss S. Belle Chamberlain of Boise. 

Inspector of Mines — ^F. Gushing Moore of Wallace. 

Supreme Judges: 

Chief Justice — Isaac N. Sullivan of Hailey. 

Associate Justice — George H. Stewart of Boise. 

Associate Justice — James F. Ailshie of Grangeville. 

District Judges: 

First District— W. W. Woods of Wallace. 

Second District — £. C. Steele of Moscow. 

Third District— Fremont Wood of Boise. 

Fourth District — £. A. Walters of Shoshone. 

Fifth District— Alfred Budge of Paris. 

Sixth District — J. M. Stevens of BUckfoot. 

Seventh District — ^E. L. Bryan of CaldwdL 

Eighth District — Robert E. Dunn of Coeur d'Alene. 

Federal officers: 

Judge U. S. District Court— F. S. Dietrich of Pocatello. 

U. S. Attorney — C. H. Lingenfelter of Lewiston. 

U. S. Marshal — S. L. Hodgin of Boise. 
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The county officers consist of a Board of three commissioners, a 
sheriff, a treasurer who is ez-offido public administrator, a probate 
judge, a county superintendent of public schools, a county asses- 
sor who is ez-offido taz collector, a surveyor, a prosecuting attorney. 

Precinct officers are two justices of the peace and one constable 
for each precinct. 

All of the officers. Federal, Congressional, State and county, 
as a rule are competent and attend strictly to the business of their 
respective offices and are very obliging to the public. 



CHAPTER LXXVII. 

STATE LANDf — SOLD OR LBASSD— FORKIT RSOUtTSa CTflL AND CRIM- 
INAL LAW! LAWTXRt AND DOCTORS — ^HKALTH AND CUMATN 

INCRSASB IN POPULATION UNCB STATBHOOD — IN- 
CRBAfl IN TAX4BLB PROPBRTT SINCR STATEHOOD. 

The State has a large amount of land given by Congress, of 
which we have spoken before. The State Land Board has control 
of these lands. They sometimes sell off some and some are leased. 
Before any can be sold, it most be appraised. The appraisement 
most not be less than ten dollars per acre. It is often very mnch 
more. Then it is advertised and sold to the highest bidder, bnt 
cannot be sold for less than its appraised vahie. 

Pnrchasers of these lands usually have nine years in which to 
pay for it— one-tenth cash annd one-tenth each year, with interest 
at six per cent per amram, to be paid yearly on all deferred pay- 
ments. 

Leases are usually charged for according to the value of the 
use of the land, and are not made for a term longer than five years, 

FOREST RESERVES. 

Most of the mountainous country and hiUs and some small 
valleys in Idaho have been marked out as forest reserves, and are 
managed and controlled by the United States Forestry Bureau 
through local agents appointed for that purpose. Stock is al- 
lowed to run on these reserves, by paying a small fee for graaing 
thereon. 

Whether the setting aside of these lands as forest reserves is 
for the best interest of the government and the people, is a matter 
on which there are different opinions. Under acts of Congress, 
the l6ih and 56th sections in each township in the State were 
given to the State for school purposes. These reserves cover a 
large area of the State. I presume as long as they are held as 
forest reserves, the State will be deprived of her share for school 
purposes, which amounts to a few hundred thousand acres. 

CIVIL AND CRIMINAL LAW. 

We have plenty of civil and criminal laws on our statutes, but 
the greatest trouble is that only a very limited number of copies 
of these laws have been published and many know but little about 
them. We think that our criminal laws, at least, should be pub- 
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lished in a separate volnme and distributed in every home within 
the State. 

LAWTXBS AND PHYSICIANS. 

We have a g^ood supply of each of a high grade. They will 
compare very favorably with men in the profession in any of the 
older States. 

HEALTH AND CLIMATE. 

People as a rule have good health all over the State. As for 
climate, the air is good and pure in all parts of Idaho. In the 
valleys and lowlands, the weather gets a little warm in Sum- 
mer. The Winters are mild in the valleys. In the mountains, it is 
cool and pleasant in the Summer and Fall and cold in the Winter 
and early Spring, with usually plenty of snow in the high alti- 
tudes. This snow melts in the Spring and runs in streams down 
to the agricultural districts, where it is used by the farmers for 
irrigating their crops. 

The altitude in the agricultural districts ranges from 750 to 
5,500 feet above sea level. In the mountains, it is from 5,000 to 
9,000 feet above. 

INCREASE IN POPULATION SINCE STATEHOOD. 

Idaho was admitted iuto the Union of States on July 8rd, 1890. 
The United States census taken in that year shows Idaho's popu- 
lation to have been 84,885. We have no means of knowing with 
any degree of certainty just what it is now in 1909^ but from the 
best information we have, we estimate the population at this time 
at not less than 800,000, with a considerable increase daily from 
other States. 

The population of Idaho is composed principally of the more 
intelligent men, women and children of all other States of the 
Union, with but few drones or tramps. They are mostly good, 
energetic and industrious, law-abiding people and are developing 
the resources of the country at a rapid rate. 

INCREASE OF TAXABLE PROPERTY. 

At the^ beginning of statehood in 1890, the taxable property of 
Idaho amounted to only $24,500,000. At this time, 1909> the as- 
sessable property of Idaho amounts to $120,000,000 — an increase 
of nearly five hundred per cent in nineteen years, with a good 
prospect of a greater increase in the near future. 
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CHAPTER LXXVIII. 

•TOCK RAISINO AND RANGE, LUMBER INDUSTRY, FRUIT INDUSTRY, 

SUGAR BEETS AND SUGAR FACTORIES, DAIRIES AND CREAMERIES, 

FOUNDRIES AND MACHINE SHOPS, FISH HATCHBRIBS, LAKES 

AND HOT SPRINGS, STATE PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS, 

SCHOOLS, COUNTRY SCHOOLS. 

RAISING OF STOCK FOR THE EASTERN MARKKT. 

The catde and sheep industry is carried on in Idaho on an ex- 
tensive scale and with good profit. The stock is usually kept in 
the low hills and mountains and herded in large bands where the 
range is good, for about eight months in the year. They are then 
driven to the valleys and fed on alfalfa hay through llie winter. 
Beef cattle are shipped from the range to eastern markets in July 
and August and command a good price. Early Spring lambs are 
shipped in July, August and September and bring the highest 
price of any in the markets. Several hundred carloads are shipped 
each year, yielding good profits to the stock g^wers. 

LUMBER INDUSTRY. 

This industry is carried on extensively in the northern part of 
this State where there are large belts of fine timber of pine, ii 
and tamarack. There are quite a number of sawmills located in 
these timber belts, of large capacity, one of which, called the Pot- 
latch, has a daily capacity of cutting seven hundred and fifty thou- 
sand feet. Much of this lumber is shipped to eastern markets and 
some to foreign countries. This industry is said to be quite profit- 
able. 

FRUIT INDUSTRY. 

About all kinds of fruit, except the tropical fruits, do well in 
Idaho, including most all kinds of berries, peaches, apples, pears, 
prunes, plums, nectarines, etc. They all do well in the valleys and 
in the low hills in both the northern and southern parts of the 
State. Many carloads of fruit are shipped from Idaho to the 
eastern markets each year, and some to foreign markets. They 
command the highest prices, owing to their superior quality. 

SUGAR BEETS AND SUGAR FACTORIES. 

The soil in Southern Idaho is well adapted to the raising of sugar 
beets. Already four large beet sugar factories have been erected 
in Southern Idaho. Each one of them is doing a large business 
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manufactaring sugar from the beets raised here. This industry is 
said to be profitable, both to the raiser of beets and the manufac- 
turer of sugar. 

CREAMKUBS AND DAIRAK8. 

There are quite a number of large creameries and dairies lo- 
cated in different places in the State. They are supplied with a 
good quality of milk and cream, mostly from Jersey and Holstein 
cows. These dairies and creameries supply the people with a good 
quality of milk, butter, ice cream, etc. All seem to be doing well. 

FOUNDRIES AND MACHINE SHOPS. 

There are quite a number of these institutions in the State, turn- 
ing out good work and seem to be doing well. 

FISH HATCHERIES. 

The State has three fish hatcheries, hatching out large numbers 
of different kinds of fish, and stocking the different small streams 
within the State. 

LAKES. 

There are three g^ood sized lakes in Idaho, Pend d'Orielle, Coeur 
d'Alene and Payette Lake, besides several small lakes. Small 
steam boats run on the two first named, carrying passengers and 
freight. A small steamer built to carry pleasure seekers runs on 
the Payette Lake. This lake is twelve miles long by about two 
miles wide. The other two are larger. They are all beautiful to 
look at. 

HOT SPRINGS. 

There are a large number of hot springs in Southern and South- 
eastern Idaho, .several of which carry mineral water with good 
medicinal properties. Some of them have been fitted up for bath- 
ing purposes and are well patronized. 

STATE PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS. 

The State has a Capitol building in Boise, built in 1885, but the 
State business has grown too large for it and a new one of large 
dimensions is being constructed which will be completed in the 
near future. 

The State has large penitentiary buildings and several hundred 
acres of land adjoining the buildings; two insane asylums with 
farms adjoining, also orchards, teams, milch cows, hogs, fowls, 
etc.; a soldiers' home for the old war veterans, with g^ood build- 
ings and forty acres of good land with orchard; a large State 
University; two large Normal schools and one Academy. All of 
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these institiitioiis hare ezoeUent boildiiigs well fitted np and good 
corps of teachers. 

COUNTKT SCHOOLS. 

There is a good school building in almost every precinct In the 
State, and public schools are taught in all from six to nine months 
a year by competent teachers* Some of the counties have acade- 
mies. All children have a chance to get a fairly good education 
at public expense if they will only apply themselTes to their 



CHAPTER LXXIX. 

8TATB AND PRIYATK IKSTITUTIONfl ^DKAF, DUMB AND BUND SCHOOL, 

8TATB INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL, CHILDREN'S HOMB-FINDINO 
AND OTHBR PRITATB HOSPITALS. 

The State supports a home for the unfortunate deaf, dumb and 
blind children, with good, comfortable quarters, good board, lodg- 
ing and a corps of good teachers, matron and everything necessary 
to make these children comfortable and to have them properly ed- 
ucated. 

STATB INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL. 

The State has large, comfortable buildings, with a farm and 
work shop, superintendent and instructors. This institution is 
kept and supported by the State for the purpose of training, teach- 
ing to work and educating unruly boys and girls. 

children's HOMB-FINDINO. 

This appears to be a private institution opened recently for the 
purpose of caring for small homeless children. The last legisla- 
ture, however, made an appropriation of $20,000 to assist in put- 
ting up a new building for this institution. This would indicate 
that the State was at least taking a financial interest in this in- 
stitution. 

PRIVATE HOSPITALS. 

There are two large hospitals kept in Boise with fine buildings, 
well furnished, with experienced corps of good nurses. One is 
called the St. Alphonsus Hospital, owned and conducted by the 
Catholics, and the other, the St. Luke's, owned and managed by the 
Episcopalians. They are both good and well-managed institutions. 

There are a number of other smaller hospitals and sanitariums 
kept in the State, all of which seem to be well equipped and con- 
ducted. 



CHAPTER LXXX. 

LAND» FABMINO AND IBBIOATION flKCS flTATXHOOD. 

As stated before^ the six counties located in the northern part of 
Idaho, north of a range of mountains which divides the agricnltoral 
portion of these northern counties from the southern portion of 
the State, consisting of Shoshone, Bonner, Kootenai, Latah, Nes 
Perce, and Idaho, belong to the hmnid district and do not require 
artificial irrigation. 

The population of these northern counties has increased greatlj 
since statehood, and improvements in the way of opening and set- 
tling up new farms and enlarging and improving old ones have 
reached at least two hundred per cent. 

The last four named counties above have a large area of as good 
land for raising small grain, wheat, oats and barley, as can be 
found anywhere in the United States. The people there raise very 
large crops of grain, ranging from 25 to 100 bushels per acre. They 
also raise large crops of fruit and vegetables of a superior quality. 
In fact, everything that is produced in these northern counties is 
of a high-grade quality. 

The people are industrious, enterprising and intelligent. They 
have their farms in a good state of cultivation, with comfortable 
homes, convenient and comfortable school houses. 

The old towns have taken on new life and doubled in population. 
Many new and modem business houses, also nice residences have 
been built, and quite a number of new small towns have sprung 
up for the convenience of the new settlers. 

Real estate has increased more than one hundred per cent, in 
value since statehood. 

The people as a rule are prosperous and apparently contented 
and happy. 

There are other things in these northern counties of which we 
will speak later on under a different head. 

We will now take up what is oonunonly called Southern and 
Southeastern Idaho, which embraces the counties of Ada, Boise, 
Blaine, Bear Lake, Bannock, Bingham, Canyon, Cassia, Custer, 
Elmore, Fremont, Lincoln, Lemhi, Owyhee, Oneida, Twin Falls, 
and Washington. These seventeen counties belong to the arid or 
dry district and require more or less artificial irrigation. Irriga- 
tion, like most everything, has grown very rapidly the last few 
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jears. As we have spoken of the early begiiming of irrigation in 
Territorial days, we will not go over it again. 

Irrigation has been carried on for the past six years on a larger 
scale, partly by the Government of the United States and partly 
by individuals and companies operating under what is commonly 
called the Carey Act, an act passed by Congress granting to the 
different arid States to have said arid land reclaimed by having a 
sufficient quantity of water put upon the land by means of construc- 
tion of dams across large streams of water, and water taken from 
the streams by means of large ditches or canals, and carried on to 
this arid land to be reclaimed by irrigation and made to produce. 
The State Land Board has control of the letting of contracts to 
persons who desire to engage in the business of taking the water 
from these streams and carrying it in substantial canals on to the 
land to be irrigated. The State Land Board fixes the price to be 
paid to the parties who take the water out, by the occupants of 
the land at a rate per acre corresponding to the cost and expense 
of taking the water out — ^usually dividmg it up into about ten 
annual payments with six per cent interest per annum on deferred 
payments. The price fixed by the State Land Board and agreed 
to by the contractors to furnish a perpetual water right is fixed at 
different rates for the different places where the water is diverted 
from the stream or streams of water in proportion to the estimated 
cost of such diversion of water, ranging in price from twenty dol- 
lars per acre up to sixty-five dollars per acre for perpetual water 
rights. In addition to this cost, the State charges fifty cents per 
acre for the land — ^nothing to be paid to the United States on tbsse 
Carey Act lands. 

There has already been let under this Carey Act in the southern 
and southeastern part of Idaho, a number of contracts to have 
water put on large tracts of this arid land. Most of this land 
has been taken by settlers who agree to pay the price fixed for 
water. Several of these projects have been completed, the land 
put into cultivation. It produces fine crops both in quantity and 
quality. 

Congress has provided a limited annual fund to be used at the 
discretion of the Secretary of the Interior for the reclamation of 
arid lands in the arid States by irrigation. The operations under 
this act of Congress are different from the operation under the 
Carey and State Act as stated above. When application is made 
to the Secretary of the Interior to have certain arid lands reclaimed 
by irrigation and opened to settlement, under the act mentioned, if 
there is sufficient money in the funds for that purpose, the Secre- 
tary of the Interior usually causes an examination to be made by 
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competent engineers and if they report the project practicable and 
there is sufficient money in the reclamation fond to coyer the esti- 
mated cost and expense of the project, he usnally has the land to 
be reclaimed by irrigation withdrawn or designated from other 
public land and people are allowed to settle on small subdivisions 
of from forty to eighty acres. The Secretary of the Interior pro- 
ceeds to have the necessary work done, building dams, necessary 
canals and ditches to convey the water on to the arid district for 
the use of the settlers and apportions the entire cost of the project 
among the settlers npon the land that has been f nmished with 
water pro rata, according to the number of acres each locator has 
filed on. The payment is divided np into ten equal annual pay- 
ments without interest. In addition to this, each settler 
has to pay a homestead land filing fee at the local land office and 
comply with the Homestead Act. 

Under these two systems of reclaiming the arid land, the United 
States Government system and the State Carey Act system, there 
has been set aside for reclamation more than one million six hun- 
dred thousand acres in Idaho, and about six hundred thousand 
acres have already been reclaimed by having a sufficient quantity 
of water put upon the land to make it produce fine crops of grain, 
vegetables and fruits. Hundreds of fine farms and happy homes 
are now on these once desert lands. Many fine residences have 
been built and the land put in a good state of cultivation and large 
crops raised. Quite a number of new towns have been built witii 
modem buildings. Many new school houses and churches have 
also been erected. The work of reclamation is still going on and 
in a few years more than two million acres of this arid land will 
be reclaimed in Idaho, all of which will be good farming land and 
make good homes for several hundred thousand people. 



CHAPTER LXXXI. 

INDIANS IN IDAHO IN 1907. 

The Coeur d'Alene Indians located on the Coeur d'Alene Indian 
Reservation in Kootenai County^ Idaho^ numbered in 1907^ the lat- 
est census^ 506, and the Spokane Indians brought to Coeur d'Alene 
Reservation^ 95 in number^ made a total of 601. These Indians 
are the best dviUxed and the most indnstrions and the best fitted 
up of anj Indians in Idaho. They nearly all have comfortable 
homes^ good fanning implements^ including several threshing ma- 
chines. They raise and sell a large amount of grain and other 
farm products, also beef cattle, and most of them have adopted 
the white man's mode of dressing, farming and living and speak 
good English, and many read and write fairly well. There are 150 
of school age. The schools are kept at the DeSmit mission and 
are conducted and supported by the Catholics and the Indians and 
are known as the DeSmit schools. There are two large school 
rooms, one for boys and the other for girls. The girls are in- 
structed in housekeeping; the boys are taught farming as well as 
"book learning." 

These Indians have received but little assistance from the Gov- 
ernment and have advanced and improved in every way much faster 
than those who have received a great amount of annuities from 
the Government. It is said they practice a much higher standard 
of morality than any of the other Indians in Idaho. 

NBZ PKBCB INDIANS ON NBZ PKRCK RBSBBYATION. 

The last enumeration of the Nes Perce Indians, taken in 1907^ 
shows there are only 1473. This shows a decrease in seventeen 
years of a little more than 22 per cent. 

The Nes Perce Indians, all except some young children, have 
had land allotted to them in severalty and most of them lease it to 
white men to cultivate, a few of them cultivating their own land. 
Some of them work for white men for wages. Some are addicted 
to drinking. Tuberculosis seems to be prevalent among them and 
often carries them off. Schools and churches are plentful on this 
reservation. Children usually learn when at school fairly well, but 
many children dislike school on account of the indoor confinement. 
A large percentage belongs to the church and several of them 
practice preaching the Grospel. There are two schools, one of 150 
pupils, supported by the United States Government, the other, 50 
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pupils, supported and conducted hj the Catholics. Judging from 
the returns from the labor^ receipts from land leased and some 
annuities from the Goyemment, thej seem to have plenty to live 
on. Many of them have houses to live in. They seem to be making 
some progress in civilisation. 

BANNOCKS, MIZSD BANNOCKS AND SHOSHONB AND ROVING INDIANS 

ON FORT HALL RBSBRVATION IN BANNOCK AND 

BINGHAM COUNTIBS, IDAHO. 

In 1907 the census of these Indians shows the following: 

Bannocks and Shoshones 1S08 

Mixed Bannocks and Shoshone from Lemhi 474 

Roving bands 1^00 

Total 1982 

Decrease from 1900 to 1907^ five per cent, in seven years. 

The Indians called the mixed Shoshones, Bannocks and Sheep- 
eaters that have occupied a small reservation in Lemhi County, set 
apart temporarily by executive order in 1874, were all moved to 
the Fort Hall Indian Reservation in the Spring of 1907j and are 
included in the count of the Indians on that reservation. 

Most of the Indians on the Fort Hall Reservation have been al- 
lotted land in severalty. Some of them have built houses and 
many of them are cultivating portions of their farms and raise 
cattle and horses to a considerable extent, have good schools sup- 
ported by the United States Government, and taken all in all, they 
have made fairly good progress since the war of 1878. 

DUCK VALLBT AOBNCT, PARTLY IN IDAHO AND PARTLY IN NEVADA, 
WITH THB AGBNCY ON THB NBVADA PORTION. 

The agent there reports about 500, all getting along well, with 
a small annual decrease. A part of these Indians were gathered 
from Idaho, but they are all enumerated as Nevada Indians. Let 
Nevada keep them. 

The whole number of Indians we now have in Idaho, as shown 
by report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs for 1907^ is as 
follows : 

Coeur d'Alenes 506 

Spokanes with Coeur d' Alenes 95 

Nez Perces, Lapwai Agency 1475 

Bannocks and Shoshones, Fort Hall Agency 1S08 

Mixed Shoshones and Bannocks, Fort Hall Agency 474 

Roving Indians 200 

Total number in 1907 .4056 



INDIANS IN IDAHO S79 

This is a decrease from the original number^ 28^000^ estimated 
by Lewis and Clark in 1805^ of 82 1-8 per cent in 102 years. Tak- 
ing into account all the Indians in Idaho from 1900 to 1907> the 
decrease for the seven years in numbers is about 4^ per cent. At 
this rate of decay^ the Indians will last for many years to come. 
But their number is so small and they are so fast becoming civil- 
ized, there is no danger to be apprehended from them in the future. 
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CHAPTER LXXXII. 

BANKf^ NATIONAL AND flTATI ^NSWIPAPBBfl AND PBBIODICALf — 

TOWNS HOTSIify RStTAURANTfl^ fTOSK HOUOBS AND MSKCHAN- 

DIOB ^BJBfllDKNCB BUILDING* CHUBCHS8, MINinEBf AND SI7N- 

DAT fCHOOLfl ^NKW TOWN! AND IMPROTSMXNT OF OLD ONBf — 

EAILROAD8, TKUBORAPH AND TBUBPHONB ^WAOON SOADfl, nAOBi 

AND TRAN8POBTATION BT WAGON AND PACK ANIMALfl — MIHINO 

FOR OOLD> flLYBB, LBAD, BTC. ^FALL8 ON OffAKB BITBR BLBC- 

TBIC POWBB PLANT!. 

BANK!. 

There are one hundred and twentj-one State banks within the 
State, with a capital, surplus and undivided profits of £:ve and one- 
half million dollars, and deposits amounting to thirteen million 
dollars. There are forty National banks in the State with capital^ 
surplus and undivided profits of three million two hundred and 
twentj-eight thousand dollars, and deposits in the same amount to 
about thirteen million dollars. 

NBWSPAPBBS AND PBBIODICALS. 

There are one hundred and twelve papers of different kinds pub- 
lished within the State. Several of them are dailies and are up to 
date, giving all the important news of the world gathered bj tele- 
graph and telephone. They are an enterprising lot of people 
engaged in this business. 

TOWNS NBW AND OLD ONBS. 

Many new towns have sprung up in all the new agpricultnral dis- 
tricts, and the old ones have increased in population and improve- 
ments. Many of them have trebled in population and improvements 
in the past ten years. 

HOTBLS, BBSTAUBANTS AND LODGING HOITSBS. 

These are good and sufficient to accommodate the public in good 
style. Many fine modem buildings have been erected for hotels. 

HBRCHANDISB AND 8TORB HOUSES. 

A general assortment of goods is kept by merchants in most all 
the towns and are usually kept in good buildings. Everything is 
new, neat and clean and sold at reasonable prices. Some of the 
merchants in the towns, notably Boise, keep very large stocks of 
goods for wholesale as well as retail. Most of the buildings in 
which merchandise is kept are up to date modem structures. 
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Residence buildings are, as a mle^ good and comfortable in all 
the towns. Many of them are fine^ costly slructores. 

CHITRCHXS AND SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 

ChnrcheSj ministers and Sunday schools are in every town. Some 
of the church buildings in the older towns are fine^ modem struc- 
tures. There are a number of different religious denominations in 
most all the towns. There appears to be a sufficient supply of min- 
isters and all the different denominations seem to be working for 
the good and well-being of the people^ and all seem to be in a 
harmonious and flourishing condition^ each one having its own 
manner of worship with no interference from others. I think each 
denomination maintains good Sunday schools for children. 

RAILROADS, TKLKORAPH AND TKLBPHONK LINKS. 

Of railroads being operated in Idaho, there are about 1978 
miles, 814 of which are in the northern part of the state, and 1164 
miles in the southern and southeastern part of the State, with a 
good prospect of more in the near future. There are about 7,000 
miles of telegraph lines within the State and over 16,000 miles of 
telephone wires. Most all the towns have telephone service and 
many people in the country have telephone service. 

WAGON ROADS, STAORS, TRANSPORTATION. 

Many of the agricultural and mining districts and small towns 
are situated quite a distance from railroads. There are usually 
good wagon roads leading from railroad depots to all these settle- 
ments. Where the distance is ten miles or more, stages are run 
for the transportation of the United States mail, express and pas- 
sengers. Merchandise is usually hauled to these interior towns by 
wagons and teams, except to a few of the mountain mining camps, 
where it sometimes has to be packed on mules or horses a short 
distance. 

MINING FOR GOLD, SILVRR, LBAD, COPPRR, BTC. 

Nineteen counties out of a total of twenty-three show a produc- 
tion of more or less gold and silver and several of them some lead, 
copper and sine. The value of the product for the year 1907, as 
shown by the report of Mine Inspector Mr. Robert N. Bell, which 
we believe to be correct, is as follows: 

VALUR. 

Lead, lbs 584,404,920.00 $12,470,841.74 

Silver, fine os 8,491,856.12 5,546,558.82 

Copper, lbs. 10,847,905.00 2,241,177.17 

Gold, fine OS 66,426.29 1,878,081.40 
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Zinc, lbs 9>192^51.00 584,087.24 



Total value for 1907 $22,165,191.87 

FALLS OK fNAKC UTSR ^BLBCTRIC PLANTS. 

There are a number of water falls on Snake River in that part 
of Idaho through which it runs, among which are Swan Falls, Sal- 
mon Falls, Shoshone Falls, Twin Falls, and American Falls. At 
Shoshone Falls the water falls two hundred and ten feet. At the 
Twin Falls, four miles above, the water falls one hundred sixty 
feet. 

There are a number of electric plants installed and in operation 
along Snake River, at some of these falls, and several others are 
located on smaller streams in Idaho. Th^ fumiah power for 
mining, milling, lighting towns, running street and interurban 
cars, abo manj manufacturing machines, and will in the near fu- 
ture furnish power to run railroad cars and many other kinds of 
machinery. 



CHAPTER LXXXIII. 

THE IDAHO STATE FAIB, OCTOBER, 1909- 

I went to the Idaho State Fair near Boise and saw a very fine 
display of ahnost all kinds of agricoltoral products, including 
almost all kinds of grains, fruits, vegetables and grasses, a lot of 
fine horses, high bred cattle and hogs, a superior lot of high-grade 
sheep, a fine lot of fowls of many different breeds, and a fine dis- 
play of Idaho minerals, and many other products of Idaho. 

These exhibits do great credit to the exhibitors who produce them 
and also show something of the many great resources and the 
the producing power of the land in Idaho. Not least among the 
exhibits was the very beautiful handwork of the ladies and school 
children. The very excellent exhibit shown by the taxidermist, 
Mrs. Austin, of most of the early-day native wild animals 
of Idaho, stuffed and mounted, as natural as life, placed on cliffs 
of rock, representing the rugg^ side of a mountain, the native 
home of these wild animals, was a grand picture of early-day 
scenery. All these exhibits go to show that the natural resources 
of Idaho are great. They also show that at least a considerable 
portion of the people of Idaho have been doing their full duty in 
developing the great resources of Idaho. 

The managers of this Fair deserve great credit for the splendid 
manner in which they had the grounds and buildings fitted up, and 
for the very excellent judgment they exercised in cutting out all 
the bad and vicious things usually practiced at such places. 

There was another large department of this Fair, called the 
"Merchants' Palace." In this department was a large amount of 
eastern goods on exhibition which was very attractive. Most of 
them were brought here from the east for sale, some of which, 
judging from the great resources of Idaho for producing raw ma- 
terial, ought to have been manufactured at home, retaining the 
money here instead of sending it away. But everything was nice 
and for an old-timer like myself to walk around and gase upon this 
fine display of exhibits as I did for two hours, and then let the 
mind run back forty-six years and think how the country looked 
then and what it is now, for a moment the thought come up, "Can 
this great change I see be true or am I only dreaming of what I 
have longed to see.^" Arousing from this reverie, we realise that 
all we have seen is true. The wild, savage Indian has been tamed 
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and iobdned; the wild Miiimfcln that once roamed the aagebrvah 
plains^ what is left of them, haye gone to the mountainfl; the once 
wild sagebrush plains are no more — they hare been reclaimed hy 
the hands of the indnstrions home-builders and are now dotted 
over with fine fields^ orchards^ irrigating ditches^ towns, chnrdies, 
school houses and thousands of happy homes occopied by a good, 
law-abiding, industrious, intelligent and prosperous pec^le. To 
see and know of these wonderful changes and of this great im- 
provement that has been brought about in so short a time, makes 
the old-timer's heart beat with pride. 



CHAPTER LXXXIV. 

VIOLATION OF CBIMINAL LAW CAU8M OV — 90MM PROPOSED PBXTBN- 

TATIVaS. 

The rapid filling up of our jails and State prisons^ certainly de- 
mands some serious consideration at the hands of the people, and 
the law-making power of each State and Territory of this Union. 

This question of the violation of criminal laws^ taken in all of 
its bearings, is far-reaching and affects the whole people in many 
ways. Believing as I do, that there are but few people bom nat- 
ural criminals, there must be something neglected in our system of 
government that has tended to increase the number far in excess 
of nature's normal amount. There should be some human remedy, 
if properly applied, that would lessen the commission of so much 
crime. 

Our government is supposed to be founded on equal rights and 
justice to all. Property is taxed to support and pay current ex- 
penses of State, county and municipal governments including the 
making of and administering and enforcement of the laws. 

There are a number of things that, in my opinion, might be 
done by legislation that would tend to lessen violations of our crim- 
inal laws, with but small expense, which would, in the near future, 
lessen crime and expense, and improve the moral habits of our 
people. It is often said that ignorance of the law is no excuse 
for its violation; but is it right, just and fair that ninety-five per 
cent of the people who are the producers of the staples of life, 
shall virtually be deprived of knowing what laws we are living 
under until they are brought up by an oflScer to answer for the vio- 
lation of some law that they had never seen or heard of before? 

When we take into consideration that our criminal laws are 
classified under two heads, namely: misdemeanors and felonies, 
and that there are about 180 different things that may be done that 
constitute a misdemeanor, for which the person doing or committing 
any one of the offenses may be punished by fine or imprisonment 
in the county jail, or in most instances by both, and that there are 
about 140 different things that any person may or might do that 
constitutes or makes it a felony under our laws, which would, if 
convicted of, send him to the State's prison for from one year 
to life, and when we further take into consideration the fact that 
our people are taxed to pay the expenses of elections to elect mem- 
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ben of the legifllatnre and to pay them to make laws, and are 
taxed to pay ezpensea of elections and salary and fees of other 
officers to administer and enforce the laws, and that the usual cus- 
tom has been to appropriate enough money to have a few hundred 
copies of each session's laws published, and to furnish at the ex- 
pense of the State a copy free to each member of the legislature and 
one to each State and county officer. I presume the object of fur- 
nishing the laws to the officers is to enable them to en- 
force them, and the reason for furnishing the legislators with 
copies is that tiiey may review their work at their leisure 
and thereby keep posted and steer clear of violating any law they 
have made. But how about the poor farmer, miner, mechanic and 
wage worker? They, each and all, are called upon to put up their 
share of taxes to help pay the expenses of making and publishing 
these laws. They are all expected to obey them; they are compelled 
to help pay the cost of making and publishing them; but they sel- 
dom see or hear of any law until they are taken with a warrant, in 
charge of an officer, before some court to answer to a charge of 
violating some law they never saw or knew was in existence. It 
seems to me that, to say the least I can, that it is unfair to 
expect men to obey laws that they know nothing about, except they 
know they have been taxed to help pay to have laws made and 
published, but have never seen them. In all the various avocations 
of business that it takes to make up a well regulated and prosper- 
ous community of people instructions are always given with accu- 
racy by employer to employe, that he or they may know what th^ 
shall and what they shall not do, without which we would have a 
very bad state of affairs in business. It certainly is of equal or 
more importance that every dtisen should know what is expected 
of him in the manner of obedience to our laws, and in order that 
he may know, he certainly should be furnished with a printed copy 
of them. The principles upon which our government is founded 
was that all should have equal rights. When the sovereign people 
vest their power in the hands of a few men to make laws regulating 
the duty of dtisens, including crimes and punishments, civil and 
criminal procedure, taxation, expenditure of public moneys, and 
expect the people to live up to and obey them, they must certainly 
furnish them at the public expense a sufficient number of printed 
copies to enable them to inform themselves as to what their duty 
is. In order that crimes may decrease and both county and State 
expenses be reduced to the minimum, I respectfully and earnestly 
reconmiend the following: 

First — ^That the coming legislature have printed for distribution 
100,000 copies of our criminal laws in a separate volume; that one 
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copy be sent to every home in Idabo^ and that a sufficient number of 
copies be sent to the county superintendent of schools in each county 
in this State to put one copy in the hands of each school pupil 
over the age of 12 years. 

Second — That our school law be so amended as to make it ob- 
ligatory on each and every teacher within our State to give to all 
pupils above twelve years of age at least one lesson in our crim- 
inal law each and every week during each school term and to see 
to it that these lessons are studied properly and the contents im- 
pressed on the pupils' mind so that they will not forget them when 
they get older. 

By having the criminal law taught in all of our schools^ every 
child, when they come to the age of maturity, will at least be pos- 
sessed of sufficient knowledge of our criminal law so that they will 
understand what would be a violation, and I believe that it would 
be of more permanent and lasting benefit to the rising generation 
than any one thing that could be done for them. I am satisfied 
that it would decrease the number of inmates of the prison and all 
county jails, and insane asylums, lessen the expenses of the State 
and counties very much more than the cost of publishing and dis- 
tribution of the laws, and last but not least, we would have a more 
orderly, intelligent, law-abiding and prosperous people. 

There are a number of other things that might be regulated by 
law which would doubtless tend to lessen crime, among which is the 
sale of intoxicating drinks and gambling. I won't say here, to 
stop both of these evils to mankind altogether, but I do say that 
the whole community would be far better off if both were abolished. 
Limit the number of places allowed to sell intoxicating drinks and 
compel them to be kept in an orderly manner, with open doors — 
no screens, no back or side doors to rooms for secret business. They 
should be closed up each day within one hour after usual working 
hours is over and not be allowed to open until six o'clock the next 
morning. Gambling should be abolished altogether. The pros- 
perity, happiness and well-being of the people are not dependent 
upon drinking and gambling. Intoxicating drinks and gambling 
are not only the cause of a large percentage of the crimes that are 
committed, but heavy expenses follow for the people to pay in the 
way of prosecutions and the care and maintenance after conviction 
of the criminals, and worst of all, they often cause death, loss of 
property, destitution and mental suffering to families, relatives and 
friends. They tend to demoralize, degrade and degenerate society, 
rather than to improve it. The evils that come from strong drink 
and gambling are many ; the good that comes from them has never 
b<*en found. 
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I am awaie tluit Mme will la j tluit to feftrict diinking and abol- 
ish gamUing hj law, would be taking awa j the libertj of the peo- 
ple* Wh J ia it that we have lawa on oor alaiitet to poniah people 
for erimea eommitted while under the iniiiicgice of intoxicating 
drink and gambling? Woold it not be better to enact laws that 
would restrain them from tiiese viees? EUstory has shown tliat 
man, at best, is nnmlj and selfish. It ever has been and ever will 
be necessary to have stringent laws to prevent man from injoring 
himself and others, and to hold him down to the bonnds of deoen^ 
and good morals. 

It is dearly within the province of the legislature to legislate 
vpon any snbjeet for the good and well-being of the people. 

Another thing that has helped to increase crime is that our 
United States Government has allowed too many foreigners of the 
wage-working dass to come into our country, whidi has thrown 
many Americans of the wage-working dass out of enqployment 
Idleness bq^ drink and gambling. The distance is short from 
there to crime. The wage-workers should be furnished steady em- 
ployment if possible. 

Is it not time that we were trying to do something to stop crime 
and hdp the people on to a higher plane of good morals in a 
human manner, by taking away from them some of the evil temp- 
tations set before them, and letting each one know what the crimi- 
nal laws of our State are so that they may understand and obey 
them? Are we in this advanced age of dvilisation, going to con- 
tinue to keep our laws away from the masses of the producers of 
our country, and from their children, and then expect tiiem to obey 
them? I submit that it is unfair. All should at least have a chance 
to learn and Imow what violations of our criminal laws consist of. 
If given a chance, if the older people will not learn and obey, I 
am sure that most of the younger ones will, for what is learned by 
young people between the ages of twdve and twentjr-one years, is 
seldom forgotten, but carried with them through their whole life. 

With the confident hope of improving the morals of our people 
and with an abiding faith in the lessening of crime and public ex- 
pense in the near future, I submit the suggestions herein for the 
candid consideration of the people and of our next legislature. 



CHAPTER LXXXV. 

ALTITUDB OF COUHTT ilATt IH IDAHO. 
COUNTT. COUNTY MAT. ALTITUDE IN IT. 

Ada 3oiBe 2800 

Boise Idaho Citjr 4£00 

Bannock .Pocatello 4471 

Bear Lake Paria 5496 

Bingham Blackfoot 4508 

Blaine Hailey 58M 

Bonner JSandpoint 2100 

Canyon .Caldwell «877 

Cassia Albion 4400 

Cnster .Challis 5400 

Elmore Moontainhome 8150 

Fremont J5t. Anthony 5800 

Twin Falls .Twin Falls 8500 

Idaho Grangeville 8200 

Kootenai Coeur d'Alene 2150 

Latah Moscow 2569 

Lemhi Salmon City 4080 

Lincoln Shoshone 8978 

Nes Perce Lewiston 647 

Oneida Malad City 4700 

Owyhee Silver City 6680 

Shoshone Wallace 2500 

Washington Weiser 2128 



CHAPTER LXXXVI. 



ABOUT mriBLF. 



I have said but little about what part different persons or myself 
took in the stirring times in the early settling of Idaho. Most all 
who took part are presuned to have done their duty well^ accord- 
ing to the surrounding circumstances. I Tcry much dislike to write 
about myself for I have nothing great, good or Tcry bad to telL I 
am free to confess that I have fallen far short of doing as much 
good as I should have done. As this little book may fall into the 
hands of some who wish to know more about its author than has 
been written, I herein give a very brief sketch of my career, that 
those who may desire may make further inquiry. 

I was bom in Smith County, Tennessee, on August 29> 1895. I 
was put to work on a farm at six years of age and kept at it pretty 
steadily. My parents moved to Dade County, Missouri, in 1848. 
I was still kept at work most of my time; went to country school 
some, learned fast while at school. Left my parents' home April 
18, 1858, drove an ox team (Ave yoke) across the plains to Oregon 
that year, arriving at Salem, Oregon, October 18, 1858. Served 
in the volunteer service in the Rogue River Indian War in Southern 
Oregon in 1855 and 1856; got married soon after the war was 
over, left Oregon in 1862 for the northern part of Washington 
Territory (now Idaho); went to the southern part of Idaho in 
1868, since which time Idaho has been my home. 

I knew but little when I started out to do for myself. Have 
been trying to learn something ever since but find I know but lit- 
tle now, but remember most all I have seen or learned. This 
seems to be a fast age. I can hardly keep up with the procession — 
am most all the time in the rear. 

Have been engaged in a number of different kinds of business — 
farming, stock raising, packing, saddle train, staging, mining and 
have taken some part in political affairs. Have made a consider- 
able amount of money, but have lost most of it. 

My wife and I have had bom to us eight children, two of whom 
we lost while infants; six we raised to man and womanhood. One, 
a noble, good and dear son, was taken from us at the age of fortf- 
two. The other five and my wife are still living. 

I feel that I have fallen far short of having fiUed my mission 
as well as I should have in this life, but when I come to consider 
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the many imperfections of man and the Tery limited foresight we 
have of the future^ I am not in any way inclif^^^ to grunble. I 
feel that the Supreme Being who caused the creation of ns all has 
been kind and generous towards me^ and I hope and trust in Him 
that in the final adjustment of my earthly accounts He may take 
a liberal and lenient view of my earthly career and decide that I 
did the best I could, considering the knowledge and light before 
me. When my time comes to depart, I fed that I ahall go in 
that faith. 



CHAPTEB LXXXVII. 



mAHO'f VUTUBB. 



Idaho to bleiied wMi a gfealer ntfietj of reaooroes tlian moal 
aiij other State in the Unkm. WKh her large amount of good ag- 
rieultural and horttcoltural land^ her fine graaing and timber lands, 
her immenae amount of mineral — gold, silTer, lead, copper, sfnc, 
coal, asbeatoa, etc., marble building stone, fine material for bride, 
her splendid water power for electric plants sniBrient to drive 
railroads, qoarts mills and all kinds of machinery, her beantifni 
lakes, her many hot mineral springs, the pure and bracing atmos- 
phere, her mild Winters, pleasant Smnmers and healthful dimate — 
all these things make Idaho a very desirable place for people to 
settle who are looking for homes. 

Idaho in the near future is bound to have a large population and 
will soon rank as one of the best and most resourceful States in 
the Union. 



t 



CHAPTER LXXXVIII. 

8UflGBflTIOK8 ABOUT THB FUTURS — ^IMPORTATIOHf AND HOMS PRO- 
DUCTIOKS — ^MORR HOMR MAKUFACTORIR8 — ^MOBR FARMRRfl AND 
FBWRR TRADRR0 AND IDLRRS — TOWNS AND COVNTRT — ^LAND AND 
FORRION IMMIGRATION. 

In offering suggestions for the fatore, we do not ckim that 
we are possessed of any superior foresight over other people, hot 
we are so constituted that we cannot help giying some thought to 
the future. 

IMPORTATIONS AND HOMR PRODUCTIONS. 

We import too many things into Idaho and do not produce 
enough at home, which talces our money away. We hare as fine 
agricultural lands as there are in the United States, and the best 
grazing lands for live stock of any State in the Union. We have 
fine water power for driving machinery, or making electric power. 
We have good gold and silver mines, undeveloped for want of 
means to work them. Our sheepmen produce wool enough to make 
blankets and clothing for twice the number of people in Idaho. It 
is all shipped to and sold in the eastern markets in its raw state, 
at a low price, fifteen to twenty-five cents per pound. After freight, 
drayage, storage, insurance, middle-men's commission, interest, etc., 
is paid, it reaches the manufacturers, and after some delay it is 
worked up into blankets and clothing and usually passes to the 
eastern wholesale merchants with all of these extras, such as stor- 
age, insurance, labor, use of machinery, derk hire, net profits, etc 
There it is held until the Idaho merchant purchases it with all of 
these former extra commissions, interest, etc, with a large addi- 
tional amount added for the wholesale man's profits, expenses, 
etc The Idaho merchants ship these goods back to the same place 
in Idaho from which the raw material was shipped two or three 
years before, and are offered for sale at a price which, if weighed 
like wool, would amount to from two to five dollars per pound. 

Our beef hides and s'fieep pelts go and come back to us through 
a like channel. Would it not be better policy to try and have our 
raw material worked up at home and save this great expense, be- 
sides give employment to men who would spend the money paid 
them here, thus keeping the money at home and add permanent 
prosperity to our towns? 
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MORS FARMBM WANTED. 

With all of our fine agricultural lands, we are a long way tliort 
of sapplying onr home market with all the necessaries that should 
come from the farm, and especially is this the case in the soathem 
part of Idaho. We are not raising nearly enough wheat for home 
consmnption. We are short on supplying the home maricet with 
milk, cream and butter. We are short on chickens, eggs, turkeys, 
etc., also bacon, lard, canned fruits and canned meats. A large 
quantity of these articles just mentioned are imported from other 
States CYcry year that are not as well adapted by nature to pro- 
duce them as is Idaho. 

There are many other things which are imported here from other 
States that might be produced or manufactured here, such as 
wagons, buggies, household furniture, etc There is a fir tree that 
grows in the mountain gulches of Idaho that makes better wagon 
timber than any I ever got from the east. I have tested both 
while in the stage business for several years. 

TOWN AND COUNTRY. 

In my opinion the population of each town is too great for that 
of the country. In other words, there are too many traders, pro- 
fessionals and idlers around the towns for the number of pro- 
ducers in the country. We need more producers and less idlers 
who hang around the town doing little or nothing, but seem to 
think the town might sink if they left. To this dass permit me 
to say that all we get in this good world comes from two sources and 
two alone: The first is this earth with all of its timber, water, 
minerals, etc.; and the second and only remaining source is honest 
labor brought in intelligent contact with this eartib, or some of the 
god-given fruits, such as timber, water, mineral, etc These two, 
the earth and labor, produce aU, so let no man or woman who is 
able be ashamed to work — ^"tis God-like He has rdone his part 
well for us; let us try and do our part well by producing some- 
thing to sustain life and add to the comforts of ourselves and 
others. Honest labor performed for an honest purpose in a 
workmanlike manner in any of the legitimate industries of our 
country is as high and honorable business as man has or evor can 
reach in this world. Our very existence depends on labor. 

LAND AND FORXION IlOnORATION. 

Our population is increasing rapidly from two sources: natural 
births and foreign immigration. In 1810 the population of the 
United States, as shown by the census, was 7,240,000. We expect 
the census for 1910 to show a population of not less than 90,000,- 
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000. This is an increase of more than twelye hundred per cent in 
one hundred jears^ or an increase of from 7^40^000 to 8S^760^000 
in one hundred years over original stock. If this rapid increase 
goes on from the 90,000,000 at the same ratio of increase for the 
next one hundred years, we will have more than one billion people 
in the United States. Where and how will they live? Our land 
boundaries extend from the Gulf of Mexico on the south to the 
British possessions on the north, and from the Atlantic Ocean on 
the east, to the Pacific Ocean on the west and Alaska in the north- 
west. But all included we have just 8,602,990 square miles, equal 
to 2,305,918,600 acres. In this area is included mountains, rivers^ 
lakes, lava, townsites, railroads, rights-of-way, wagon roads and 
hundreds and thousands of small areas of good land used for pub- 
lic and private purposes, other than for producing purposes. We 
have no means of knowing just what portion of our land is avail- 
able for cultivation or is susceptible of cultivation, but am satis- 
fied that it is less than one-half. If our increase of population con- 
tinues in the future as it has in the past, it will not be many 
years until aU of the available agricultural land in the United 
States will have to be cultivated to raise a sufficient quantity of 
bread, meat, and vegetables to feed the people at home. Would 
it not be better to stop foreign immigration from coming here 
to settle and save our land for those who are here and their pos- 
terity? The great rush of people at the late land openings 
ought to be enough to satisfy any one that land is getting scarce 
in proportion to the population. 

I respectfully recommend for Idaho less importation of goods 
and more home manufactures; less traders, less idlers, and more 
producers; smaller farms and well cultivated; economy in home, 
State, county and municipal governments. Let us all be up and 
doing our part while we are here. Our position may be high or 
low, but let us perform our duty to the best of our ability and 
when we come to the end of our time here, then we may be able 
to look back with some degree of satisfaction and truthfully say 
we have done our duty as best we could, with a confident hope that 
He who is the final Judge of the rectitude of our earthly career 
may assign us to a higher and better place in the hereafter. 

FINIS. 



PROM IDAHO'S MOTHER, OREGON. 

Thro' the mitt of comiiig jeui 
From this vale of hopes and feus. 
There's a future bright appears. 

Rolling on; 
And thy sons, amid their toil. 
On this far, far distant soil. 
Shall be proodly seen to smile, 

OregonI 

Tho' no more a fiweign rod 

Is extended o'er thj sod. 

But thj hills and vales are trod 

By the free; 
Tho' the ehildren of the North 
In their might have sallied forth. 
To assert Colmnbia's worth 

GlorioQsly ! 

Yet alas ! the parent hand 

That should nurse so bright a land. 

Doth but faintly, feebly stand 

For its son; 
While with anxious eyes we look 
On the homes we once forsook, 
Fierce and savage tribes to brook, 

Oregon! 

But we laugh despair to scorn ! 
Tho' forgotten and forlorn. 
We predict the coming mom 

Thro' the gloom; 
When thy sons and daughters fair. 
Sweetly reft of grief and care, 
Shall a Nation's bounty share. 

And a home ! 

For the day is drawing nigh 
When a long-neglected cry 
Not in vain shall raise on high, 

'*We are One !" 
And thy sons, amid their toil 
On this fair though distant soil. 
Shall in sweet contentment smile, 

Oregon! ^ , „ 

ThKO. J. ECKBBSON. 
18M. llajorBek«noiiwMattfaattiiMaiiMmb«rof th«Fifstn.SwArti]lflC7. 



A PIONEER DAY SONG. 

(Tune— "Avid Lang Sjne.") 

We Pioneen are glad today^ 

For though our forms are bent. 
Our hearts are still as blythe and gay 

As when in youth we went. 
We haste our feet, and gladly greet 

Each friend of long ago; 
Here, oil and wine of friendship meet; 

No space have we for woe. 

Sweet melody of heart is ours. 

The song of yonth and mirth. 
While in the gloaming here we sit 

Around our camp-fire hearth. 
Should ever we those days forget 

Or fail to call to mind 
The pleasures of old friendship yet. 

Then, fate would be unkind. 

Flowers to strew our way they bring, 
That speak of love and truth; 

Gay songs of youth once more we sing — 
Of happy-hearted youth. 

And were there foe of long ago. 
All malice now is past. 

Erstwhile we twine the eglantine 

Of memories that last. 
Then let us dream our dream tonight. 

Nor wake 'till morning srm 
Shall bathe in such a flood of light 

As God's first day begun. 
When rolls the year, the latch-string here. 
Shall then as now hang out 
In memory of Auld Lang Syne; 

Though all the world should flout 

(Written by Mrs. Sarah J. Henderson, Portland, a Pioneer of 
1845, and daughter of Rev. Esra Fisher.) 
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IDAHO (Song). 

There's a land whose glory we should tell 

In love's divinest melody of song; 
In honest glory let onr voices dwell 

To echo all the hills and vales among; 
Where crystal streams, in varied beauty fall. 

Through valleys bright that brighten as we 
And mountains lift their minarets of snow. 

And over all a wealth of sunmer days. 



CHOBUS. 

It's Idaho, dear Idaho, Gem of the Momitains, Idaho, 

Where golden sonlight lingers and healthful breezes blow^ 
And heaven bends to kiss dear Idaho. 

Here health goes roystering along the grassy slopes. 

And dreams of wealth may not be all in vain, . 
For fortune loves to dally with our hopes. 

And he who tries and fails, can try again. 
Then dig the hills for silver and for gold. 

While rosy health it keeps our hearths aglow; 
Better than gold a thousand, thousand fold, 

And best of all the boons in Idaho. 

Match me, ye bards of southern, sunny lands. 

And ye who sing the praise of eastern isles; 
It's heaven and earth where liberty expands. 

And man can greet his fellow men with smiles; 
No king nor creed compels you to obey; 

Contagion vezeth not, nor wars alarm, 
And to the oppressed of every land we say: 

"Come; Idaho will take you in her arms." 



All Hail to ye! Ye hearty Pioneers, 

Who blazed the trail and fought the dusky foe; 
Your deeds of valor brighten with the years. 

We honor you in loving Idaho. 
For you may time have happiness in store; 

And while this lovely heritage is ours. 
We pray that when your pilgrimage is o'er. 

You will rest in peace beneath the snow and flowers. 

— Composed 6y H. C Thompson. 



IDAHO, O, IDAHO! (Song.) 

Tune — ^"Maryland, Mj Maryland." 

A lovely mountain home is onr, 

Idaho, O Idaho ! 
Of winters mild and springtime showers, 

Idaho, O Idaho ! 
Her breezes blow from western shore, 
Where broad Pacific's billows roar; 
Each year we love her more and more; 

Idaho, O Idaho ! 

Her mountains grand are crowned with snow, 

Idaho, O Idaho ! 
And valleys fertile spread below, 

Idaho, O Idaho ! 
The towering pines on cliffs so steep. 
O'er cataracts their vigils keep. 
Or in the lakes are mirrored deep, 

Idaho, O Idaho ! 

A thousand hills where herds may range, 

Idaho, O Idaho 1 
And lava beds so weird and strange, 

Idaho, O Idaho! 
Above our heads are cloudless skies. 
In gorgeous hues the sunset dies, 
Then starry diamonds greet our eyes, 

Idaho, O Idaho ! 

Such is our wondrous mountain home, 

Idaho, O Idaho ! 
And far away we ne'er would roam. 

Idaho, O Idaho ! 
Oh, "Land of Liberty," we tell. 
Beneath a starry flag to dwell. 
One star is ours, we love it well, 

Idaho, O Idaho ! 

—Emeii 0. MUU, Idaho FaUt, Idaho. 



